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reprinted as Man and Mature: The Spinitual Crisis of Modern Man (Chicago: ABC Intermational,
1997

Sevyed Hossein Nasr, The Need for & Sacred Science {Albany: State University of New York Press,
1993).

Seyved Hossein Nast, Science and Civilization i I2fam (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1968),
reprinced as a new edition (Chicago: ABC Intamational, 15599,

Sevved Hosgein Nast, An Indroduction fo [slamic Cosmological Doctrines (Cambridge: Harvard
Univeraty Press, 1968), revised edition, published by the State University of New Yok Press, 1993
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But the question vou are likely to ask is —'Can change be predicated of the Ultimate Ego?
We, as human beings, are functionally related to an independent world-process. The
conditions of our life are mainly external to us. The only kind of life known to us is desire,
pursuit, failure, or attainment—a continuous change from one situation to another. From our
point of view life 1s change, and change 1s essentially imperfection. At the same time, since
our conscious experience is the only point of departure for all knowledge, we cannot avoid
the limitation of interpreting facts in the light of our own inner experience. An
anthropomorphic conception is especially unavoidable in the apprehension of life, for life can
be apprehended from within only. As the poet Nasir 'All of Sirhind imagines the idol saying
to the Brahmin:
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Thou hast made me after Thine own image! After all what
hast Thou seen beyond Thyself?

It was the fear of conceiving Divine life after the image of human life that the Spanish
Muslim theologian Ibn Hazm hesitated to predicate life of God, and ingeniously suggested
that God should be described as living, not because He is living in the sense of our experience
of life, but only because He is 50 descnbed in the Qur'an. Confining himself to the surface of
our conscious experience and ignoring its desper phases, [bn Hazm must have taken life as a
serial change, a suecession of attitudes towards an obstructing environment. Seral change is
obwiously a mark of imperfection; and, if we confine ourselves to this view of change, the
difficulty of reconciling Divine perfection with Divine life becomes insuperable. Ibn Harm
must have felt that the perfection of God can be retained only at the cost of His life. There is,
however, a way out of the difficulty. The Absolute Ego, as we have seen, is the whole of
Reality. He 15 not so situated as to take a perspective view of an alien universe; consequently,
the phases of His life are wholly determined from within. Change, therefore, in the sense of a
movement from an imperfect to a relatively perfect state, or vice versa, is obviously
mapplicable to His life. But change in this sense 15 not the only possible form of hfe. A
deeper insight into our conscious experience shows that beneath the appearance of serial
duration there is true duration. The Ultimate Ego exists in pure duration wherein change
ceases to be a succession of varving attitudes, and reveals its true character as contimious
creation, "untouched by weariness" and unseizable "by shunber or sleep”. To conceive the
Ultimate Ego as changeless in this sense of change is to conceive Him as ufter inaction, a
motiveless, stagnant neutrality, an absolute nothing. To the Creative Self change cannot mean
imperfection. The perfection of the Creative Self consists, not in a mechanistically conceived
mmmobility, as Anstotle might have led Ibn Hazm to think. It consists in the vaster basis of
His creative activity and the infinite scope of His creative vision, God's life is self-revelation,
not the purswit of an ideal to be reached The "not-vet” of man does mean pursuit and may
mean failure; the "not-yet" of God means unfailing realization of the infinite creative
possibilities of His being which retains its wholeness throughout the entire process,

In the Endless, self-repeating
flows for evermore The Same.






