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The Principle of movement in the Structure < =

ol ,;‘:L;?:l..-:il:.'s.‘:— L of Islam
In Islam the spiritual and the temporal are ~
hot two distinct domains, and the nature of an

“act, however secular in its import,

Reconstruction of religious thought in Ju¥i-.ik

154 _“islam

Is determined by the attitude of mind with
which the agent does it. it is the invisible
mental background of the act which ultimately
determins its chracter. an act is temporal or
profane if it is cdone in a spirit of detachment
from the ifinite complexity of life behind it it is
spiritual if it is inspired by thar complexity
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The ultimate reality, according to the ~

gquran, is spiritual and its life consists in its
temporal activity. the spirit finds its
opportunities in the natural, the material, the
secular. all that is secular is, therefore, sacred

“in the roots of its being.
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the essence of tauhid as a working idea, is

equality, solidarity, and freedom. the state,



from the islamic standpoint, is an endavour to
transform these ideal principles in to
space-time forces an apiration to realize them

“in a definite human organization

154 %1213 155 % =2

La® '-f:'--‘?--*u-‘fu.ft“ J(5. ""f‘f-'u A T

BE e S e e

It is in this sence alone that the state in ~
Islam is a theocracy, not in the sense that it is
haded by a respresintativ e of god on earth
who can always screen his despotic will behind
“his supposed infallibilty
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No people can afford to reject their past

entrely for it is their past that has made their
personal identity and in a society like islam the
problem of a revision of old instituions
becomes still more delicate, and the
responsibility of the reformer assumes a far
more serious aspect. islam is non territorial in
its chracter and its aim is to furnish a model for
the final combination of humanity by drawing
its aclhents from a variety of mutually repellent
races, and then transforming this atomic
aggregate in to a people possessing a self

consciousness of their own
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There is no doubt that my ideas about ~
hationalism have undergone a definite change.
in my College days | was a zealous Nationalist
which i am not now. the change is due to a
maturer thinking. it is unfortunate that my later

writings are all in persian which is little

‘understood in this country
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But there is another sence in which the word
should be used and it does contain the
teaching of the quran. in that sence it is not a
political project but a social experiament. islam
does not recognise caste or race or colour. in
fact islam is the out look on life which has

really solved the colour question, at least in the

muslim world, a question which modern



european civilization with all its achivements in
science and philosphy has not been able to
solve. pan islamism thus interpreted, was

aught by the prophit and will live for ever.
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After professor R.A. Nicholson,s death in

1945 his library was sold to a well known
cambricdge book seller as i was looking through
the volumes offered to the public, i chanced
upon a copy of his translation of igbals asrar i

thudi, in the first edlition

41925 --h.r;"fw-‘--"f'-i"

London, 1920 and was immediatly intrested
to observe that this copy was heavily

corrected, and annatated in a hand other than



the translators. on studying the chracter of the
hotes it seemed likely to me that these (and of
course the corrections) emanated fron no other
than sir muhammad igbal himself. this
supposition was strengthened when i found a
few lines of dedication in a copy of one of his
publications which he had sent as a persent to
professor Nicholson. Probability at last became
a certainty when i showed the book to mr javid
igbal, who is at persent studying with me in
cambridge he confirmed that the corrections
and annotations were indeed in the
handwriting of his reverd father.

LI ur’”/;:_- s s L e S
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He regards reality as process o becoming,

hot as an eternal state. the tample.serana of



the absolute find not place in his scheme of
things all is in flux. his universe is an
association of individuals headed by the most
unice individual. ie god their life consist in the
fourmation aud cultivation of personality. the
perfect man not only absorbs god himself in to
his ego by assimilating divine attributes hence
the essence of life is love which in its highest
from is the creation of desires and ideals and
the endeavour the realise them desires are
good or bad according as they strengthen or
weaken personality and all values must be

determind by this standard.
Cae (19247 Lo S P
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the affinities with nietzsche and bergson

heed not be emphasised it is less clear,
however, why igbal identifies his ideal society
with Mohammads conception of islam, or why
membership of the society should be a
privilege reserved for muslims. here the
religious enthisiast seems to have knocked out
the philospher a result which is logically wrong

but pwetically right
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e (1932 )history of urdu literature
He sings the praises of muslim achivement
for he is not a national but a muslim patriont,
one who has imbibed some of the culture of
west, but hold himself rather aloof, not so
much antagonistic to it as sespicious of its

effect on his co religionists.
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dnring the last five hundred years religious
thought in islam has been practically stationary

there was a time when eurpron thought recived



inspiration from the world of islam. the most
remarkable phenomenon of modren history,
however, is the enormous rapidity with which
the world of islam is spiritually moving towards
the west. there is nothing wrong in this
movement for eurpron culture, on its
intellectual side, is only a further development
of some of the most important phases of the
culture of islam. our only fear is that the
dazzling exterior of eurpron culture may arrest
our movement and we may fail to reach the

true inwardness of that culture.
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He knows goethe byron and shelley he is as
pamiliar with also sprach qorathustra and |
evolution creatice as he is with the quran and

the mathnwi but with the humanistic foundation



of eurpeon culture he appeares to be less
initimately acquainted and we feel that his
critism thought never superficial, is sometimes

lacking in breadth.

PRI A NSt S S Sy
While igbal has been profoundly influenced

by the western culture his spirit remains

essentially oriental

7 “Reconstruction 2

2t A O St B L G ol 2
the task before the modern muslim is,
therefore. immense he has to rethink the whole
system of islam without completly breaking
with the past the only course open to us in to
approach modern knowledge with a respectful

but independent attitude and to appreciate the

teachings of islam in the light of that



knowlecdge, even though we may be led to
differ from those who have gone before us.
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The poet £ 03 J’.__ Lt e Vatigl ek
;'}i‘.w . of the east
only those who are qualified by a close
study of the quran can say how far igbal
maintained inviolate the spirit of the teachings
of the quran. but there can be no question that
he has widend the horizon of islamic thought
and revealed unsuspected resiliency in to it to
the precure of the changes through which the
world passing today. igbal has demolished
once for all the bizarre structure which the hair

spliting interpreters of the teachings of islam



and the involved system of thought of some of
the sufis erected for islam he has attempted to
restore to islam the grandeour of its simplisity.

time alone will show if he has suc-

Reconstruction of religious thought in s.2>1L3
The human ego: his freedom and 4-§ islam

immprtality

ceeded. but the irresistible appeal of the dry
from his heart for directness in the
interpretations of the teachins of islam is
already producing changes in muslim outlook
which promises to rationalise in islamic
countries.
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How far the stream of igbals thought was
influenced by the current of hindu thought as it
was by the current of islamic and western

thoughts, is difficult to say, but the fearlessness



with which he plunged in to unfathomable
depths and the consitency with which he
upheld the dedicates of reason seem the
suggest that the force of generations of hindu
thought which formed the warp of his mind
even if covered with islamic thought was not

extinct.
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the most remarkable phenomenon of
modern history to igbal was the new spiritual
understanding between the east and the
west......... ighbal was a voice from the east that
found a sommon denominator with the west
and helped build the universal community thar
tolerates all differences in race, in creeds, in
language.
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And igbal himself did take from from the

west whatever corresponded most to the basic
premisses of his philosophical conception he
made if his goal to create a system om
modernised islam and tried to prove that the
philosphy of islam was not outdated but merely
nheeded to have its principles expressed in the
teminology and ideals of the new times. from
the permiss it remained for him to find points of
contect between muslim philospohy and the
modren theories of the west he intrested
himself for instance, in the quasilogical ideas of
bergson, which he found similar to those of
rumi the letter in his opinion had anticipated
wedtern philosophers, especially bergson, in
his treatment of the relation between intellect

and intution.

Some scholars would have it the igbals



philosphy is a sort of carbon copy of
Neitzscgeism. prof E G Browne of great britian
has even called it an oriental adaptation of
Neitzscheism other scholrs take the
dramitically opposite view, completely denying
any neizsdhean influence on the muslim
reformer and seeing nothing as sommon

between them.
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A)The Historical Background

b) His Life

¢) The Aesthetic Side of His work

d) the religious Motives

dis interpretation of Five Pillars of Faith

a) There is no god but god

b) Mohammad is the Messenger of God

¢} Prayer

d) Fasting, Zakat, Pilgrimage and Jihad
dis interpretations of the Essentials of Faith

a) L belive in God and in His angels

=



b)...... ancl in his books
(o R and in his Messengars
dj....... and in the last day
(e)..... and in the predestination the Good
and Evil both come from god
iv Some Glimpses of western and eastern
influedce on Igbals, thought and on His
Relations to Mystcs and Mysticism

/ To sum up
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| apologize for the Engilsh style of the
present book.... | am afraid that in spite of the
help uf some friends who did their best to

brush up the style, some clumsy phrases of



awkward expressions have not yet been

removed
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Nearly nobody has macde until now a simple

careful anaytical index of the motifs of symbols,
iggbal uses in his poetry or of the meters he

prefers, in short of his poetical thchnique.
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The aim of the present book is not to add
some more theories to those already existing. it
will simply show igbals view of the essentials of

islam i e the five pillars of faith and the dreed



which is taught to every muslim child.
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His introduction to the first edition of Rumuz

gives an impression of what he aimed at
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Just as in the individual life. the acquisition

of gain, protection against injury, determination
for action and appreciation of higher values are

all dependent on the gradual development of



the ego conscionusness its continuty,
enhacement and consideration, similarly the
secret of the life of nations and people
depends on the same process which can be

described as the development, presntation and
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