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"The Doctrine of Absolute Unity as Expounded by Abdul Karim al-Jili"
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The student of Islamic Mysticism who is anxious to see an all-embracing
exposition of the principle of Unity, must look up the heavy volumes of the

Andalusian Ibn al-‘Arabi, whose profound teaching stands in strange
contrast with the dry-as-dust Islam of his countrymen.3
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Al-Jili was born in 767 A.H., as he himself says in one of his verses, and
died in 811 A.H. He was not a prolific writer like Shaikh Muhy al-Din ibn
'Arabi whose mode of thought seems to have greatly influenced his teaching.
He combined in himself poetical imagination and philosophical genius, but
his poetry is no more than a vehicle for his mystical and metaphsical
doctrines. Among other books he wrote a commentry on Shaikh Muhy
al-Din ibn 'Arabi',s al-Futuhat al-Makkiya, a commentary on Bismillah, and
the famous work Insan al-Kamil (printed in Cairo).4
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The principle of Unity as a Philosophical ground of all that exists, in but
dimly perceived at this stage of intellectual evolution in Persia. The
controversy among the followers of Zoroaster indicates that the movement
towards a monistic conception of the Universe had begun; but we have,

unfortunately, no evidence to make a positive statement concerning the
pantheistic tendencies of Pre-Islamic Persian thought.¢
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It is, therefore, clear that some of the rationalists almost unconsciously
touched the outer fringe of later pantheism for which, in a sense, they
prepared the way, not only by their definition of God, but also by their
common effort to internalise the rigid externality of absolute law.”
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In the 18th Century history of European thought we see Fichte, starting with
a sceptical inquiry concerning the nature of matter, and finding its last word
in Pantheism. Schleiermacher appeals to Faith as opposed to Reason, Jacobi,
points to a source of knowledge higher than reason, while Comte abandons
all metaphysical inquiry and limits all knowledge to sensuous perceptions.$
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With their view of the nature of substance, the Asharite, rigid monotheists as
they were, could not safely discuss the nature of the human soul. Al-Ghazali
alone seriously took up the problem, and to this day it is difficult to define,
with accuracy, his view of the nature of God. In him, like Borger and Solger
in Germany, Sufi pantheism and the Asharite dogma of personality appear to
harmonise together, a reconciliation which makes it difficult to say whether
he was a Pantheist, or a Personal Pantheist of the type of Lotze.?
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The soul, according to Al-Ghazali, perceives things. But perception as an
attribute can exist only in a substance or essence which is absolutely free
from all the attributes of body. In his Al-Madnun, he explains why the
Prophet declined to reveal the nature of the soul, There are, he says, two
kinds of men; ordinary men and thinkers. The former, who look upon
materiality as a condition of existence, cannot conceive an immaterial
substance. The latter are led, by their logic, to a conception of the soul which
sweeps away all difference between God and the individual soul. Al-Ghazali,
therefore, realised the Pantheistic drift of his own inquiry, and preferred
silence as to the ultimate nature of the soul.10
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It is, therefore, the combined force of these and other conditions of a similar
nature that contributed to drive away spirits of devotional character from the
scene of continual unrest to the blissful peace of an ever-deepening
contemplative life. The Semitic character of the life and thought of these
early Muhammadan ascetics is gradually followed by a large hearted
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pantherism of a more or less Aryan stamp, the development of which, in fact,
runs parallel to the slowly progressing political independence of Persia.!!
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There are some of the chief verses out of which the various Sufi
commentators develop pantheistic views of the Universe. They enumerate
the following four stages of spiritual training through which the soul the
order or reason of the Primal Light ("Say that the soul is the order or reason
of God.") has to pass, if it desires to rise above the common herd, and realise
its union or identity with the ultimate source of all things. 12
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The teachers of this school adopted the Neo-Platonic idea of creation by
intermediary agercies; and though this idea lingered in the minds of Sufi

writers for a long time, yet their Pantheism led them to abandon the
Emanation theory altogether.!3
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The school became wildly pantheistic in Husain Mansur who, in the true
spirit of the Indian Vedantist, cried out, "I am God" - Aham Brahma asmi. !4
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Speaking from a purely philosophical standpoint, the last movement is most
interesting. The history of Thought illustrates the operation of certain
general laws of progress which are true of the intellectual annals of different
people. The German systems of monistic thought invoked the pluralism of

Herbart; while the pantheism of Spinoza called forth the monadism of
Leibniz. The operation of the same law led Wahid Mahmud to deny the truth
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of contemporary monism, and declare that'Reality i's not one, but many. !5
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Such is the philosophy of the great Persian martyr. He is, properly speaking,
the first Persian systematiser who recognises the elements of truth in all the
aspects of Persian speculation, and skilfully synthesises them in his own
system. He is a pantheist in so far as he defines God as the sum total of all
sensible and ideal existence.!®
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No Persian thinker is more alive to the necessity of explaining all the aspects
of objective existence in reference to his fundamental principles. He
constantly appeals to experience, and endeavours to explain even the
physical phenomena in the light of his theory of illumination. In his system
objectivity, which was completely swallowed up by the exceedingly
subjective character of extreme pantheism, claims its due again, and, having
been subjected to a detailed examination, finds a comprehensive
explanation.!”
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This instance leads him to guard against the of looking upon God as
immanent in nature, or running through the sphere of material existence. He
says that immanence implies disparity of being; God is not immanent
because He is Himself the existence. Eternal existence is the other self of
God, it is the light through which He sees Himself. As the originator of an
idea is existent in that idea, so God is present in nature. The difference
between God and man, as one may say, is that His ideas materialise
themselves, ours do not. It will be remembered here that Hegel would use
the same line of argument in freeing himself from the accusation of
Pantheism. 18
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We have already noticed that man in his progress towards perfection has
three stages: the first is the meditation of the name which the author calls the
illumination of names. He remarks that "When God illuminates a certain
man by the light of His names, the man is destroyed under the dazzling
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splendour of that name: and "when thou calleth God, the call is responded to
by the man." The effect of this illumination would be, in Schopenhauer's
language, the destruction of the individual will, yet it must not be
confounded with physical death; because the individual goes on living and
moving like the spinning wheel, as Kapila would say, after he has become
one with Prakriti. It is here that the individual cries out in pantheistic mood:
She was I and I was she and there was none to separate us.!?
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There are, therefore, two weak points in their systems:
1- Naked Dualism.
2- Lack of analysis;
The first was remedied by Islam, The second by the introduction of Greek
Philosophy. The advent of Islam and the study of Greek Philosophy,
however, checked the indigenous tendency towards monistic thought; but
these two forces contributed to change the objective attitude characteristic of

early thinkers, and aroused the slumbering subjectivity, which eventually
reached its climax in the extreme Pantheism of some of the Sufi schools.2°
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According to Muhyuddin Ibn al-Arabi, Dahr is one of the beautiful names of
God, and Razi tells us in his commentary on the Quran that some of the
Muslim saints had taught him to repeat the word Dahr, Daihur, or Daihar.?8
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Kant's view of the thing-in-itself and the thing as it appears to us very much
determined the character of his question regarding the possibility of
metaphysics. But what if the position, as understood by him, is reversed?
The great Muslim Sufi philosopher, Muhyddin Ibn al-Arabi of Spain, has
made the acute observation that God is a percept; the world is a concept.2?
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All of these accusations are false, however, because they mistake the
metaphysical doctrines of Ibn Arabi for philosophy and do not take into
consideration the fact that they way of gnosis is not separate from grace and
sanctity.*0
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I am one among thousand of persons who are writing their current and future
history using diction of Igbal.10
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The biggest contribution made by Igbal and Shariati is that they presented
Islam to the world as a complete code of life. These two muslim scholars
completely erased the image of Islam as a system embodying outdated
concepts and teachings as it had been projected through western
propaganda.!2
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Dr. Ali Shariati, a socialogist thinker of international calibre, himself
conducted a study on the works of Igbal and then introduced him in Iran
through his revolutionary speeches and writings. Not only was Igbal
received well by his Iranian readers but many Iranian thinkers believe that
Igbal lay the foundations for the Islamic revolution.... .. 14
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The Quran itself, or Islam itself was the source of the ideas. A philosphical

theory and scheme of sociology and history opened themselves up before
me.16
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.... he examined history, the philosophy of history, religion and sharia and
sociology, all within the frame work of the general world-view of tauhid, so
that tauhid became the intellectual and ideological foundation of both of

philosophy of history, uncovering the past fate of man and human society,
and a prediction of their future destinies.!8
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What is the character and general structure of the universe in which we live?
Is there a permanent element in the constitution of this universe? How are
we related to it? What place do we occupy in it, and what is the kind of
conduct that befits the place we occupy? These questions are common to
religion, philosophy, and higher poetry.( The Reconstruction of Religious
Thought in Islam, Institute of Islamic Culture, Lahore, 1986, p.1.)
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In its attitude towards the Ultimate Reality it is opposed to the limitations of
man; it enlarges his claims and holds out the prospect of nothing less than a
direct vision of Reality.( p.1)

Religion is not a departmental affair; it is neither mere thought, nor mere
feeling, nor mere action; it is an expression of the whole man. Thus, in the
evaluation of religion, philosophy must recognize the central position of
religion and has no other alternative but to admit it as something focal in the
process of reflective synthesis. Nor is there any reason to suppose that
thought and intuition are essentially opposed to each other. They spring up
from the same root and complement each other. The one grasps Reality
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piecemeal, the other grasps it in its wholeness. The one fixes its gaze on the
eternal, the other on the temporal aspect of Reality. The one is present
enjoyment of the whole of Reality; the other aims at traversing the whole by
slowly specifying and closing up the various regions of the whole for
exclusive observation. Both are in need of each other for mutual
rejuvenation. Both seek visions of the same Reality which reveals itself to
them in accordance with their function in life.(p.2)

There seems to be no reason, then, to accept the normal level of human
experience as fact and reject its other levels as mystical and emotional. The
fact of religious experience are facts among other facts of human experience
and, in the capacity of yielding knowledge by interpretation, one fact is as
good as another. Nor is there anything irreverent in critically examining this
region of human experience. The Prophet of Islam was the first critical
observer of psychic phenomena. Bukha'ri‘and other traditionists have given
us a full account of his observation of the psychic Jewish youth, Ibn Sayyad,
whose ecstatic moods attracted the Prophet's notice. He tested him,
questioned him, and examined him in his various moods. Once he hid
himself behind the stem of a tree to listen to his mutterings. The boy's
mother, however, warned him of the approach of the Prophet. Thereupon the
boy immediately shook off his mood and the Prophet remarked: 'If she had
let him alone the thing would have been cleared up.' The Prophet's
companions, some of whom were present during the course of this first
psychological observation in the history of Islam, and even later traditionists,
who took good care to record this important fact, entirely misunderstood the
significance of his attitude and interpreted it in their own innocent manner.
Professor Macdonald, who seems to have no idea of the fundamental
psychological difference between the mystic and the prophetic
consciousness, finds "humour enough in this picture of one prophet trying to
investigate another after the method of the Society for Psychical Research. A
better appreciation of the spirit of the Qur'an which, as I will show in a
subsequent lecture, initiated the cultural movement terminating in the birth
of the modern empirical attitude, would have led the Professor to see
something remarkably suggestive in the Prophet's observation of the psychic
Jew. However, the first Muslim to see the meaning and value of the
Prophet's attitude was Ibn Khaldun, who approached the contents of mystic
consciousness in a more critical spirit and very nearly reached the modern
hypothesis of subliminal selves. As Professor Macdonald says, [bn Khaldun
'had some most interesting psychological ideas, and that he would probably
have been in close sympathy with Mr. William James's Varieties of
Religious Experience'. Modern psychology has only recently begun to realize
the importance of a careful study of the contents of mystic consciousness,
and we are not yet in possession of a really effective scientific method to
analyse the contents of non-rational modes of consciousness. With the time
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at my disposal it is not possible to undertake an extensive inquiry into the
history and the various degrees of mystic consciousness in point of richness
and vividness. All that I can do is to offer a few general observations only on
the main characteristics of mystic experience.

1. The first point to note is the immediacy of this experience. In this respect
it does not differ from other levels of human experience which supply data
for knowledge. All experience is immediate. As regions of normal
experience are subject to interpretation of sense-data for our knowledge of
the external world, so the region of mystic experience is subject to
interpretation for our knowledge of God. The immediacy of mystic
experience simply means that we know God just as we know other objects.
God is not a mathematical entity or a system of concepts mutually related to
one another and having no reference to experience.

2. The second point is the unanalysable wholeness of mystic experience.
When I experience the table before me, innumerable data of experience
merge into the single experience of the table. Out of this wealth of data I
select those that fall into a certain order of space and time and round them
off in reference to the table. In the mystic state, however, vivid and rich it
may be, thought is reduced to a minimum and such an analysis is not
possible. But this difference of the mystic state from the ordinary rational
consciousness does not mean discontinuance with the normal consciousness,
as Professor William James erroneously thought. In either case it is the same
Reality which is operating on us. The ordinary rational consciousness, in
view of our practical need of adaptation to our environment, takes that
Reality piecemeal, selecting successively isolated sets of stimuli for
response. The mystic state brings us into contact with the total passage of
Reality in which all the diverse stimuli merge into one another and form a
single unanalysable unity in which the ordinary distinction of subject and
object does not exist.

3. The third point to note is that to the mystic the mystic state is a moment of
intimate association with a Unique Other Self, transcending, encompassing,
and momentarily suppressing the private personality of the subject of
experience. Considering its content the mystic state is highly objective and
cannot be regarded as a mere retirement into the mists of pure subjectivity.
But you will ask me how immediate experience of God, as an Independent
Other Self, is at all possible. The mere fact that the mystic state is passive
does not finally prove the veritable 'otherness' of the Self experienced. This
question arises in the mind because we assume, without criticism, that our
knowledge of the external world through sense-perception is the type of all
knowledge. If this were so, we could never be sure of the reality of our own self.

(pp-13-15).
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I have conceived the Ultimate Reality as an Ego; and I must add now that
from the Ultimate Ego only egos proceed. The creative energy of the
Ultimate Ego, in whom deed and thought are identical, functions as
ego-unities. The world, in all its details, from the mechanical movement of
what we call the atom of matter to the free movement of thought in the
human ego, is the self-revelation of the 'Great I am'. Every atom of Divine
energy, however low in the scale of existence, is an ego. But there are
degrees in the expression of egohood. Throughout the entire gamut of being
runs the gradually rising note of egohood until it reaches its perfection in
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man. That is why the Qur'an declares the Ultimate Ego to be nearer to man
than his own neck-vein. Like pearls do we live and move and have our being
in the perpetual flow of Divine life.(The Reconstruction of Religious
Thought in Islam, Institute of Islamic Culture, Lahore, 1986, p.57-58)
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Only Image formed keeps the vision yet image formed rests in the poem.
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His whole philosophy of ego and love could be interpreted as a response to
the problem of evil in a broader sense. His hope in the ultimate victory of
good over evil is essentially a religious solution to this problem which
believed on faith but could not logically and rationally prove. (p.52)
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ABSTRACTS OF THIS ISSUE

Postmodernism
Ahmed Javid

The intellectual approach of postmodernism is the consequence of a
negative attitude. This attitude avoids the existence as well as
specification of the object with finality. The main representatives of
postmodernism are Nietzsche, Heidegger and Sartre. This trait is
common among all these thinkers. Though these opposite and
intra-conflicting concepts are unacceptable for these thinkers, but life
consists of these realities. Darrida developed the literary theory of post
structuralism from postmodernism. He considers word as well as mind
the container of meaning. The significant outcome of postmodernism is

the theory of feminism and post structuralism.

& & @

Allama Muhammad Igbal's Thought of Revival
Dr. Muhammad Albahee

The onslaught of western thought immensely affected the Muslim
civilization in the twentieth century. In these times many Muslim
thinkers made efforts for the revival of Muslim Ummah. Igbal was an
effective voice of this age. He used his poetry for awakening Ummabh.
His six lectures delivered at Madras cover the philosophical aspect of
his thought. It will not be appropriate to keep the study limited only to
his poetry or lectures to understand his philosophy. The study of these
both traits of his legacy can give a comprehensive view. However, his

lectures describe his thought in more elaborative way. In his lectures



Igbaliyat 49:3 (2008) Abstracts of this issue

Igbal has focused on the contemporary situation of Muslims, European
civilization and its impact on Muslim world, different aspects of Islam
and revival of Muslim religious thought. He also discusses here
individual self, freedom of self, religion and science and social
structure of Islam. He has endeavored to present the teachings of Islam

keeping in view the contemporary intellectual quest.

FEN W -

Igbal, Ibn' Arabi and Wahdatul Wujud
Dr.Ali Raza Tahir

Igbal's Ph D dissertation The Development of Metaphysics in Persia
discusses various aspects of Sufism. His views about Wahdatul Wujud
in this book don't show him a critic of this concept. He had this view
during his stay in Europe. After he returned from Europe, he had been
pondering upon this issue till 1919. In his first period he was admirer
of Ibn 'Arabi, while in his second period he criticized him. However, in
his later age his appreciation or understanding of Ibn 'Arabi changed.

However, he was an admirer of Ibn 'Arabi and his contribution.

& & @

Igbal and Faiz: Association and Distance
Dr.Riaz Qadeer

The poetry of Igbal and Faiz are two significant voices of the twentieth
century. Both are contemporary in the way that the setting of one's sun
was the rise of other's moon. The greatness of any personality is
measured by his thought. The comparison of Igbal with Faiz brings
forth many differences. This explains both the intellectual greatness of
Igbal as well as the difference of tendencies of both poets. Both have
presented a successful combination of thought and art. Describing the
message of change with the melody of poetry is a common trait of both
poets. Both of these poets are the harbingers of change and bearer of

dreams, ideals and prayers.
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Allama Igbal and Ali Shariati
Dr. Shagufta Begum

There is a strange similarity between the thought of Igbal and Ali
Shariati. When Ali Shariati came under the influence of Igbal's thought
the Iranian nation was facing the same circumstances which were in the
times of Igbal. Iranian youth had lost its own identity annihilating
herself in the western civilization. Like Igbal Ali Shariati also based his
thought on the teachings of the Holy Quran. He studied modern social
issues in the light of modern philosophical tendencies and, like Igbal,
created Islamic, political and national spirit in his nation. As Igbal
exploited modern sciences to elaborate his view, Ali Shariati too
stressed the need to develop modern sciences. Ali Shariati is a social
reformer and the significance of his thought becomes manifold when it
shows resemblance with the thought of Allama Muhammad Iqbal.

FEN W -

Allama Muhammad Igbal and Salahuddin Saljuqi
Dr.Abdul Rauf Rafiqi

The affiliation of Allama Igbal with Afghanistan and his love for the
national traits of Afghans is evident from his works. His journey to
Afghanistan was an effort to contribute for their uplift and welfare.
Salahuddin Saljuqi was an important political and intellectual
personality of Afghanistan. He had relationship with Igbal. This article
studies his affiliation with the works and thought of Igbal. Afghan
counsel is also discussed in his Afghan travelogue. Salahuddin Saljuqi
was counselor there. Whenever Igbal visited Bombay, he stayed with
him. Salahuddin Saljuqi remained on many governmental positions in

Afghanistan. He was also auther of many books.

& & @
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Management Sciences and the thought of Allama Muhammad Iqbal
Muhammad Munir Ahmed

Various aspects of life are discussed in the poetry of Allama
Muhammad Igbal. His thought gives guidance in the area of
Management Sciences too. Though this subject is not discussed in the
poetry of Igbal under the same title, but the basic themes of this subject
like organization, discipline, curiosity, search, courage, knowledge and
action are described in the poetry of Igbal and these show his approach.
Thinking and exploring new horizons, perpetual struggle, hope,
research, and organization of knowledge and the heading forth with the
role of leadership are the foundation stones of modern management
science. All these ideas can be found in the poetry of Igbal. Indeed, the
poetry of Allama Igbal can contribute in many dimensions but there is

need of disseminating his thought properly.
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