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EINLASS
HUR I

Heute steh' ich meine Wache
Vor des Paradieses Tor;
Weiss nicht grade, wie ich's mache,

Kommst mir so verdachtig vor!

Ob du unsern Mosleminen
Auch recht eigentlich verwandt?
Ob dein Kampfen, dein Verdienen

Dicht ans Paradies gesandt?

Zahlst du dich zu jenen Helden?
Zeige deine Wunden an,
Die mir Rithmliches vermelden,

Und ich fithre dich heran.



DICHTER
Nicht so vieles Federlesen!
Lass mich immer nur herein:
Denn ich bin ein Mensch gewesen,

Und das heisst ein Kampfer sein.

Saharfe deine kraftgen Blicke!
Hier durchschaue diese Brust,
Sieh der Lebenswunden Tucke,

Sieh der Liebeswunden Lust!

Und doch sang ich glauiger Weise:
Dass mir die Geliebte treu,
Dass dir Welt, wie sie auch kreise,

Liebevoll und dankbar sei.

Mit den Trefflichsten zusammen
Wirkt' ich, bis ich mir erlangt,
Dass mein Nam' in Liebesflammen

Von den schonsten Herzen prangt.

Mein! du wahlst nicht den Geringern!
Gib die Hand dass Tag fiir Tag

Ich an deinen zarten Fingern



Ewigkeiten zahlen mag.

ANKLANG
HURTI
Draussen am Orte,
Wo ich dich zuerst sprach,
Wacht' ich oft an der Pforte,
Dem Gebote nach.
Da hort' ich ein wunderlich Gesausel,
Ein Ton-und Silbengekrausel,
Das wollte herein;
Niemand aber liess sich sehen,
Da verklang es klein zu klein;
Es klang aber fast wie deine Lieder,

Das erinnr’ ich mich wieder.

DICHTER
Ewig Geliebte! wie zart
Erinnerst du dich deines Trauten!
Was auch, in irdischer Luft und Art,
Fiir Tone lauten,
Die wollen alle herauf;
Viele verklingen da unten zuhauf;
Andere mit Geistes Flug und Lauf,

Wie das Fligelpferd des Propheten,



Steigen empor und floten

Draussen an dem Tor.

Kommt deinen Gespielen so etwas vor,
So sollen sie's freundich vermerken,
Das Echo lieblich verstarken,

Dass es wieder hinunter halle,

Und sollen Acht haben,

Dass in jedem Falle,

Wenn er kommt, seine Gaben

Jedem zugute kommen;

Das wird beiden Welten frommen.

Sie mogen’s ihm freundlich lohnen,
Auf liebliche Weise fiigsam,
Sie lassen ihn mit sich wohnen:

Alle Guten sind gentligsam.

Du aber bist mir beschieden,
Dich lass’ ich nicht aus dem ewigen Frieden;
Auf die Wache sollst du nicht ziehn,

Schick’ eine ledige Schwester dahin.

DICHTER

Deine Liebe,dein Kuss mich entzickt!

Geheimnisse mag ich nicht erfragen;



Doch sag’ mir ob du an irdischen Tagen

Jemals teilgenommen,

Mir ist es oft so vorgekommen,

Ich wollt' es beschworen, ich wollt'es beweisen.

Du hast einmal Suleika geheissen.
HURTI

Wir sind aus den Elementen geschaffen,
Aus Wasser, Feuer, Erd und Luft
Unmittelbar; und irdischer Duft

Ist unserm Wesen ganz zuwider.

Wir steigen nie zu euch hernieder;
Doch wenn ihr kommt, bei uns zu ruhn,

Da haben wir genug zu tun.

Denn, siehst du, wie die Glaubigen kamen,
Von dem Propheten so wohl empfohlen,
Besitz vom Paradiese nahmen,

Da waren wir, wie er befohlen,

So liebenswiirdig, so scharmant,

Wie uns die Engel selbst nicht gekannt.

Allein der erste, zweite, dritte,
Die hatten vorher eine Favorite,
Gegen uns warens garstige Dinger,

Sie aber hielten uns doch geringer;



Wir waren reizend, geistig, munter;

Die Moslems wollten wieder hinunter.

Mun war uns himmlisch Hochgebornen
Ein solch Betragen ganz zuwider,

Wir aufgewiegelten Verschwornen
Besannen uns schon hin und wieder;

Als der Prophet durch alle Himmel fuhr,
Da passten wir auf seine Spur;
Riickkehrend hatt' er sichs nicht versehn,

Das Flugel-Pferd,es musste stehn.

Da hatten wir ihn in der Mitke 1_

Freundlich ernst, nach Propheten-Sitte,
Wurden wir kirzlich von ihm beschieden;
Wir aber waren sehr unzufrieden.

Denn, seine Zwecke zu erreichen

Sollten wir eben alles lenken.

So wie ihr dachtet sollten wir denken,

Wir sollten euren Liebchen gleichen.

Unsere Eigenliebe ging verloren,
Die Madchen krauten hinter den Ohren.
Doch, dachten wir, im ewigen Leben

Muss man sich eben in alles ergeben.



Nun sieht ein jeder, was er sah,

Und ihm geschieht, was ihm geschah.

Wir sind die Blonden, wir sind die Braunen,
Wir haben Grillen und haben Launen,

Ja, wohl auch manchmal eine Flause,

Ein jeder denkt, er sei zu Hause;

Und wir dartiber sind frisch und froh,

Dass sie meinen, es ware so.

Du aber bist von freiem Humor,

Ich komme dir paradiesisch vor;

Du gibst dem Blick, dem Kuss die Ehre,
Und wenn ich auch nicht Suleika ware
Doch da sie gar zu lieblich war,

So glich sie mir wohl auf ein Haar.
DICHTER

Du blendest mich mit Himmeilsklarheit,
Es sei nun Tauschung oder Wahrheit,
Genug, ich bewundre dich vor allen,
Um ihre Pflicht nicht zu versaumen,
Um einem Deutschen zu gefallen,

Spricht eine Huri in Knittelreimen.

HURI



Ja, reim' auch du nur unverdrossen,

Wie es dir aus der Seele steigt!

Wir paradiesische Genossen

Sind Wort-und Taten reinen Sinns geneigt,

Die Tiere, weisst du, sind nicht ausgeschlossen,
Die Sich gehorsam, die sich treu erzeigt!

Ein derbes Wort kann Huri nicht verdriessen;
Wir fiihlen, was vom Herzen spricht,

Und was aus frischer Quelle bricht,

Das darf im Paradiese fliessen

HURTI
Wieder einen Finger schlagst du mir ein!
Weisst du denn, wieviel Aonen

Wir vertraut schon zusammen wohnen?
DICHTER

Mein! __ Will's auch nicht wissen. Nein!
Mannigfaltiger fricher Genuss,

Ewig brautlich keuscher Kuss!

Wenn Jeder Augenblick mich durchschauert,

Was soll ich fragen, wie lang es gedauert!
HURTI

Abwesend bist denn doch auch einmal,
Ich merk’ es wohl, ohne Mass und Zahl.

Hast in dem Weltall nicht verzagt,



An Gottes Tiefen dich gewagt;

Nun sei der Liebsten auch gewartig!

Hast du nicht schon das Liedchen fertig?

Wie klang es draussen an dem Tor?

Wie klingt's? __ Ich will nicht stiker in dich dringen,
Sing mir die Lieder an Suleika vor:

Denn weiter wirst du's doch in Paradies nicht bringen.

O}
ADMITTANCE
HOURI

Today I stand upon my watch
Outside the gates of Paradise:
I know not what I ought to do’

Thou art such suspicious guise.

To our Brothers of the Faith
Art thou strict and truly kin,
That thy battles and thy merits

To Paradise should let thee in?

Count'st thou thyself among those heroes?
What thy wounds are do thou show,
That proclaim to me thy honour,

Thou I may let thee onwards go.



POET

Mot so much of feather-picking!
Only let me enter through,
For a man I always have been,

And that means a warrior, too.

Quicken now thy sharpest glances,
Look my bosom through and through:
See the malice of my life-wounds,

See my pleasant love-wounds, too.

Like the faithful yet I've sung:
So that, true to me, my love,
That the world, too, though capricious,

Full of love and thanks might prove.

I have laboured with the noblest
Till this longed- for lot was mine,
That my name in flames of passion

From the fairest hearts might shine.

Mo ! thou wouldst not choose a base one:
Give here thy hand, that so I may

Count upon thy tender fingers



Eternities all day for day.
ECHO (Accord)
HOURI

Outside at the gate

Where at first I thee found

Ave keeping my watch there,

As I am e'en bound.

Sometimes a wonderful whisper I heard:
Rippling tones and words herewithin
Would penetrate fain;

But no one was there to be seen,

Less and less, then, they passed again:
Yet now again I think I call to mind,

Much like thy songs the tones I find.
POET

Tender thou bearest in mind,

My ever beloved, thy trusted friend!
That which in earthly fashion and kind
All upwards will tend

And passes itself for song.

Down below do many in numbers crash.
Whilst others in flight with spirit rash,
Just like Mahomet's winged steed,

Soar aloft, and sound indeed



Outside at the gates.

Should such a song reach the ear of thy mates,
Of the sound they should friendly take note,
And strengthen the echoes that float,

That again it may sound down below:

Great care. too. should they take,

That where'er he may go,

Or come, for ev'ry one's sake,

His gifts may useful be found.

And to both worlds again redound.

They might him ev'n friendly reward,
Complying in generous way,---
As the good are always content,

They might with them allow him to stay.

For thou to me art giv'n by lot;
Out of eternal peace I leave thee not.
Thou shalt on watch no longer go:

Of thy idle sisters send one below.
POET

Thy love, thy kiss, enchant me still!
Into thy secrets I would never pry,
Yet tell me if, descending from the sky.

Thou hast not had a mortal birth?



To me the thought is often borne,
I almost think I might be sworn,

Zuleika thou wast named on earth.

HOURTI
Made of the elements are Houris we,
Without a medium, from water, air,
And fire and earth, nor could our essence rare
E'er with the vapours of the earth agree,
We never, therefore can come down to you,
But when to rest with us you come,

Why, then we have enough to do.

When, by the Prophet recommended well,
The True Believers eager came, you see,
To take possession of their Paradise,

As he had given orders, there stood we,
So amiable all and nice,

So that the angels could us hardly tell.

The first, however, just as all the rest,

Each had his favourite on earth possessed.
Compared with us, of course, the things were plain,
And yet they looked upon us with disdain.

Though we were charming and so brightly gay,

The Moslems back again would wend their way,



Being all High-born dames of heavenly kind,
Such strange behaviour put us all about:

All leagued together and incensed in mind,
Both up and down we thought the matter out.
Then as the Prophet through the heavens flew
Quick on his trace we all together drew,

And as to get him back he had no way,

He had his winged steed perforce to stay.
There then, we held him in our midst, a prize
So earnest, solemn in prophetic wise;

About our business we were quickly sent,

Yet did his words not heal our discontent,

So that the Prophet gain his wished-for end,
We must in all to his commandment bend:
Our thoughts to be like yours we must dissemble.

And we your earthly loves ourselves resemble.

Our self-conceit completely disappears;
The maidens, all perplexed, must scratch their ears,
And yet we thought that in eternal life

We must give in, nor have continued strife.

Now each one sees what he has seen,

To each one happens what has been,



While some are brown and some are blonde,
And some have whims of which they 're fond.
And some a fib may even please;

Each as at home thinks he's at ease,

And all of us are pleased to know

That they should purpose even so.

But thou, thy humour is more free,
From Paradise thou thinkest me.
Zuleika though I may not be,
Honoured are looks and kiss by thee,
And as she was too bright and fair

She must be like me to a hair.
POET

Thou dazzlest me with heav'nly light, forsooth:
Thou mayst deceive me or it may be truth,

Yet I admire thee more than all of these,

That she in bounden duty may not fail,

And that a German poet she may please,

A Houri tells in doggerel rhyme her tale.

HOURI

Yes, let thy rhyme flow unrestrained,

As the winged thoughts fly up within thy mind:



For we inhabitants of Paradise

To word and deed are with pure heart inclined.
The beasts are not excluded, dost thou know,
Themselves that faithful and obedient show?
An unkind word a Houri does not anger;

What from the heart speaks we well know,
From a fresh fountain that which springs

In Paradise may also flow
HOURTI

Another finger thou hast folded in!
How many ages, canst thou tell,

Do we in confidence together dwell?
POET

No! Nor will T know it! Nay!

In many shapes a fresher bliss!

An ever bride-like, modest kiss!

My very being when each moment shakes,

Why should I ask how long it lasts or takes?
HOURTI

Though art again, then, absent! Well I see,

Measure and count seem both unknown to thee.
Although God's depths thou hast both dared and seen,
Thou in the world hast not despondent been.

Now to await thy loved one be disposed!



Thy song already hast thou not composed?

I will not urge thee further. At the gate

What was the song that echoed with thy voice?
Sing me the songs thou didst Zuleika sing?

Thou canst not enter further into Paradise.

Taken from West-Eastern Divan of Goethe, Book of
Paradise, translated by Alexeander Rogers, London,

George Bell & Sons, 1890,pp.327-333
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FRAGEN

Am Meer, am wiisten, nachtlichen Meer
Steht ein Jingling-Mann,
Die Brust voll Wehmut, das Haupt voll Zweifel,

Und mit distern Lippen fragt er die Wogen:

"0 lost mir das Ratsel des Lebens,

Das qualvoll uralte Ratsel,

Woruber schon manche Haupter gegribelt,
Haupter in Hieroglyphenmiitzen,

Haupter in Turban und schwarzem Barett,
Periickenhaupter und tausend andre
Arme, schwitzende Menschenhaupter--
Sag mir, was bedeutet der Mensch?
Woher ist er kommen? Wo geht er hin?

Wer wohnt dort oben auf goldenen Sternen?”

Es murmeln die Wogen ihr ewges Gemurmel,
Es wehet der Wind, es fliechen die Wolken,
Es blinken die Sterne, gleichgultig und kalt,

Und ein Narr wartet auf Antwort.
QUESTIONS

By the sea, the desolate, nocturnal sea
Stands a youth-man

His heart full of sadness, his mind full of doubt,



And with gloomy lips he questions the waves:

"Oh solve for me the riddle of life,
The tormenting age-old riddle,

Over which so many heads have brooded.

Heads in hieroglyphed cone caps,

Heads in turbans,heads in black barrets,
Heads bewigged and a thousand other

Poor sweating heads of mortals-

Tell me what meaning has man?

Whence has he come? And whither he goes?
Who dwells up yonder on golden stars?”

The waves murmur their eternal murmur,
The wind blows, the clouds pass fleeting,
The stars twinkle, indifferent and cold,

And a fool waits for an answer.

Heinrich Heine . Lyric poems and Ballads. Translated by

Ernst Feise, University of Pittsburgh Press
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MAHOMETS-GESANG

Seht den Felsenquell,
Freudehell,

Wie ein Sternenblick;
Uber Wolken

Nahrten seine Jugend
Gute Geister

Zwischen Klippen im Gebiisch.

Junglingfrisch

Tanzt er aus der Wolke
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Auf die Marmorfelsen nieder
Jauchzet wieder

Mach dem Himmel.

Durch die Gipfelgange

Jagt er bunten Kieseln nach,
Und mit frihem Filihrertritt
Reisst er seine Bruderquellen

Mit sich fort.

Drunten werden in dem Tal
Unter seinem Fusstritt Blumen,
Und die Wiese

Lebt von seinem Hauch.

Doch ihn halt kein Schattental,
Keine Blumen,

Die ihm seine Knie umschlingen,
Thm mit Liebesaugen schmeicheln;
Nach der Ebne dringt sein Lauf,

Schlangewandelnd

Bache schmiegen

Sich gesellig an.



HMun tritt er

In die Ebne silberprangend

Und die Ebne prangt mit ihm,
Und die Flusse von der Ebne
Und die Bache von Bergen
Jauchzen ihm und rufen: Bruder!
Bruder, nimm die Brider mit,
Mit zu deinem alten Vater,

Zu dem ew'gen Ozean,

Der mit ausges pannten Armen
Unser wartet;

Die sich, ach! vergebens 6ffnen,
Seine Sehnenden zu fassen;
Denn uns frisst in oder Wuste
Gier'ger Sand,

Die Sonne droben

Saugt an unserm Blut,

Ein Hugel

Hemmet uns zum Teich!
Bruder,

Nimm die Brider von der Ebne.
Nimm die Brider von den Bergen

Mit, zu deinem Vater mit !

Kommt ihr alle !-



Und nun schwillt er

Herrlicher, ein ganz Geschlechte
Tragt den Fursten hoch empor,
Und im rollenden Triumphe
Gibt er Landern Namen; Stadte

Werden unter seinem Fuss.

Unaufhaltsam rauscht er werter,
Lasst der Tirme Flammengipfel,
Marmorhauser, eine Schopfung

Seiner Fille, hinter sich.

Zedernhauser tragt der Atlas

Auf den Riesenschultern; sausend
Wehen liber seinem Haupte
Tausend Flaggen durch die Liifte,

Zeugen seiner Herrlichkeit.

Und so tragt er seine Brider,
Seine Schatze, seine Kinder
Dem erwartenden Erzeuger

Freudebrausend an das Herz.

Goethes Werke

Band I - Verlag C.H. Beck 1974, Munchen p-42



MAHOMETS-SONG

See the rock-born stream !
Like the gleam

Of a star so bright!

Kindly spirits

High above the clouds
Nourished him while youthful

In the copse between the cliffs.

Young and fresh,

From the clouds he danceth
Down upon the marble rocks;
Then tow'rd heaven

Leaps exulting.

Through the mountain-passes
Chaseth he the colour'd pebbles,
And, advancing like a chief,
Tears his brother streamlets with him
In his course.

In the valley down below

'"Meath his footsteps spring the flowers.

And the meadow
In his breath finds life.

Yet no shady vale can stay him,



Mor can flowers,

Round his knees all-softly twining
With their loving eyes detain him;
To the plain his course he taketh,

Serpent-winding.

Social atremalets?

Join his waters. And now moves he
O'er the plain in silv'ry glory,

And the plain in him exults,

And the rivers from the plain,

And the streamlets from the mountain,
Shout with joy, exclaiming; "Brother,
Brother, take thy brethren with thee,
With thee to thine aged father,

To the everlasting ocean,

Who, with arms outstretching far,
Waileth for us;

Ah, in vain those arms lie open

To embrace his yearning children;
For the thirsty sand consumes us:

In the desert waste; the sunbeams
Drink our life-blood; hills around us
Into lakes would dam us! Brother,

Take thy brethren of the plain,



Take thy brethren of the mountain

With thee, to thy fathers’ arms!"-

Let all come, then ! -

And now swells he

Lordlier still; yes, e'en a people
Bears his regal flood on high!

And in triumph onward rolling,
Names to countries gives he,- cities

Spring to light beneath his foot.

Ever, ever, on he rushes,

Leaves the towers' flame-tipp'd summits,
Marble palaces, the offspring

Of his fulness, far behind.

Ceder-houses bears the Atlas

On his giant shoulders; flutt' ring

In the breeze far, far above him
Thousand flags are gaily floating,

Bearing witness to his might.

And so beareth he his brethren,
All his treasures, all his children,

Wildly shouting, to the bosom



Of his long-expectant sire.1

+
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THE SPIDER AND THE FLY

%,

< 7]

"Will you walk into my parlour?” Said a Spider to a Fly :

" Tis the prettiest little parlour that ever you did spy.

The way into my parlour is up a winding stair.

And I have many pretty things to show you when you're

there

"Oh no, no ! "said the little Fly: to ask me is in vain,

For who goes up your winding stair can ne’'er come

down again.”

"I'm sure you must be weary with soaring up so high;

Will you rest upon my little bed?" said the spider to the

Fly.

"There are pretty curtains drawn around, the sheets are

fine and thin,

And if you like to rest a while. I'll snugly tuck you in.”



"Oh no, no! "said th little Fly, for I've often heard it said,
They never, never wake again, who sleep upon vyour
bed.”

Said the cunning Spider to the Fly, "Dear friend, what
shall T do

To prove the warm affection I've always felt for you?

I have, within my pantry, good store of all that's nice;
I'm sure you're very welcome-will you please to take a
slice?"”

"Oh no, no! said the litkle Fly: "kind sir, that cannot be,
I've heard what's in your pantry, and I do not wish to
see.”

"Sweet creature!” said the Spider,"you're wily and
you're wise!

How handsome are your gauzy wings, how brilliant are
vour eyes !

I have a litte looking-glass upon my parlour shelf;

If you'd step in one moment,dear, you shall behold
your-self!”

"T thank you, gentle Sir,"she cried, "for what you're
pleased to say,

And bidding you good morning now,I'll call another
day.”

The Spider turned him round about and went into den.

He knew the vain and silly Fly would soon come back



again;

So he wove tiny web in a corner,on the sly.

And he set his table ready-to dine upon the Fly.

Then he went out to his door again, and merrily did
sing;

"Come hither hither,pretty Fly,with the pearl and silver
wing.

Your robes are green and purple-there's a crest upon
yvour head,

Your eyes are like the diamond bright but mine are dull
as lead,”

Alas ! alas! how very soon this silly little Fly,

Hearing his wily flattering word, came slowly flitting by;
With buzzing wings she hung aloft, then near and
nearer drew,

Thinking only of her brilliant eyes, her green and purple
hue,

And dreaming of her crested head---poor foolish thing!
AL last

Up jumped the cunning Spider and fiercely held her fast,
He dragged her up his winding stair, into his dismel den,

Within his little parlour-and she ne'er came down again.

And now, do you take warning, all who this story hear,

To idle, silly, flattering words I pray you ne'er give ear;



To idle, deceitful counsellors close ear, and heart, and
eye,
And take a lesson from this tale of the Spider and the

Fly.

Mary Howitt. The World's Best Poetry, vol. 1,p.110.
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THE MOUNTAIN AND THE SQUIRREL

The mountain and the squirrel

Had a quarrel,

And the former called latter 'Little prig’;

Bun replied,

You are doubtless very big,

G



But all sorts of things and weather
Must be taken in together

To make up a year,

And a sphere.

And I think it no disgrace

To occupy my place.

If I'm not so large as you,

You are not so small as I,

And not half so spry:

I'll not deny you make

A very pretty squirrel track.

Talents differ; all is well and wisely put;
If T can not carry forests on my back,
MNeither can you crack a nut'.

E.W. Emerson
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THE COW AND THE ASS

Beside a green meadow a stream used to flow,

So clear, you might see the white pebbles below.

To this cooling brook the warm cattle would stray,

To stand in the shade, on a hot summer's day.

A cow, quite oppressed by the heat of the sun,

Came here to refresh as she often had done;

And standing quite still, stooping over the stream,

Was musing perhaps; or perhaps she might dream.

But soon a brown ass of respectable look

Came trotting up also, to taste of the brook,

And to nibble a few of the daisies and grass;

"How d'yve do?" said the cow.- "How d've do?" said the
ass,

"Take a seat!" said the cow, gently waving her hand.
"By no means, dear madam,” said he, "while you

stand!”



Then stooping to drink with a complaisant bow,
"Ma'am,your health!" said the ass "Thank you sir!" said
the cow.

When a few of these compliments more had been
passed,

They laid themselves down on the herbage at last;

And waited politely-as gentlemen must-

The ass held his tongue, that the cow might speak first,
Then with a deep sigh, she directly began:

"'Don't you think, Mr. Ass, we are injured by man?

Tis a subject which lies with a weight on my mind:

We really are greatly oppressed by mankind.

"Pray what is the reason - I see none at all-

That I always must go when Suke chooses to call?
Whatever I'm doing-"tis certainly hard-

I'm forced to leave off to be milked in the yard.

I've no will of my own, but must do as they please,
And give them my milk to make butter and cheese:
Sometimes I endeavour to knock down the pail,

Or give Suke a box on the ear with my tail !"

"But, Mam, am"” said the ass,” not presuming to teach”-
Oh dear! I beg pardon - pray finish your speech;
"Excuse my mistake”, said the complaisant swain;

"Go on, and I'll not interrupt you again,”

"Why, Sir, I was just then about to observe,



Those hard-hearted tyrants no longer I'll serve;
But leave them for ever to do as they please,
And look somewhere else for their butter and cheese.”
Ass waited a moment, as gentleman can,
And then, "Not presuming to teach,” he began,
"Permit me to say, since my thoughts you invite,
I always saw things in a different light.
"That you afford man an important supply,
Mo ass in his senses would ever deny;
But then in return, 'tis but fair to allow
They are of some service to you, Mistress Cow,
'Tis their pleasant meadow in which you repose,
And they find you a shelter from winterly snows;
For comforts like these we'er indebted to man,
And for him, in return, should do all that we can.”
The cow, upon this, cast her eyes on the grass,
Mot pleased to be schooled in this way by an ass;
"vet," said she to herself, "though he's not very bright,
I really believe that the fellow is right.”

Jane Taylor.
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A Child's Hymn

God make my life a litktle light,

Within the world to glow;
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A little flame that burneth bright,

Wherever I may go

God make my life a little flower
That giveth joy to all,
Content to bloom in native bower,

Although the place be small.

God make my life a little song
That comforteh the sad,
That helpeth others to be strong

And makes the singer glad.

God make my lifea little staff
Whereon the weak may rest,
That so what health and strength I have

May serve my neighbours best.

God make my life a little hymn
Of tenderness and praise,
Of faith that never waneth dim

In all His wondrous ways.

Matilda Betham-Edwards.

A poetry Book for Boys and Girls-FPart I, by A.Watson



Bain p.38.
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THE NIGHTINGALE AND GLOW-WORM

A Nightingale, that all day long

Had cheer'd the village with his song,
Nor yet at eve his note suspended,
MNor yet when eventide was ended,
Began to feel, as well he might,

The keen demands of appetite;
When, looking eagerly around,

He spied far off upon the ground,

A something shining in the dark,

And knew the glow-worm by his spark,
So stooping down from hawthorn top,
He thought to put him in his crop:
The worm, aware of his intent.

Harangued him thus right eloquent.

Did you admire my lamp, quoth he.
As much as I your minstrelsy,

You should abhor to do me wrong,
As much as I to spoil your song;

For 'twas the self-same pow'r divine,
Taught you to sing, and me to shine;
That you with music, I with light.
Might beautify and cheer the night.

The songster heard his short ovation,



And warbling out his approbation,
Released him as my story tells,

And found a supper somewhere else.

Hence jarring sectaries may learn

Their real interest to discern:

That brother should not war with brother,
And worry and devour each other;

But sing and shine by sweet consent,

Till life's poor transient night is spent,
Respecting in each other's case

The gifts of Nature and of grace.

Those Christians best deserve the name
Who studiously make peace their aim;
Peace, both the duty and the prize

Of him that creeps and him that flies.

The poetical Works of William Cowper
Routledge, Werne and Routledge, London,

1863,pp.168-169
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THE MOTHER'S DREAM

I'd a dream tonight

As I fell asleep,

Oh! the touching sight
Makes me still to weep;
Of my little lad,

Gone to leave me sad,
Avye. the child I had,
But was not to keep,

As in heaven high,
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I my child did seek,
There, in twain, came by
Children fair and meek,
Each in lily white,

With a lamp alight;

Each was clear to sight,
But they did not speak,
Then, a little sad,

Came my child in turn,
But the lamp he had,

Oh ! it did not burn;

He, to clear my doubt,
Said, half turned about,
"Your tears put it out;

Mother, never mourn.”

The Mother's

William Barnes.
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A WISH

Mine be a cot beside the hill;

A bee-hive's hum shall scothe my ear;
A willowy brook, that turns a mill,
With many a fall shall linger near.

The swallow, oft beneath my thatch,
Shall twitter from her clay-built nest;
Oft shall the pilgrim lift the latch,

And share my meal, a welcome quest,

Around my ivy'd porch shall spring



Each fragrant flower that drinks the dew;
And Lucy, at her wheel, shall sing

In russet gown and apran blue.

The village-church, among the trees,
Where first our marriage-vows were given,
With merry peals shall swell the breeze,

And point with taper spire to heaven.

The poetical works of Samuel Rogers

George Bell & Sons, London.: 1892,p 153
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DAY BREAK

A wind came up out of the sea

And said, "O mists, make room for me."”

It hailed the ships, and cried, "Sail on.

Ye mariners, the night is gone.”

And hurried landward far away,

Crying, "Awake! it is the day.”

1y



It said unto the forest,"Shout!

Hang all your leafy banners out!”

It touched the wood-bird's folded wing,

And said, "O bird, awake and sing.”

And o'er the farms, "O chanticlear,

Your clarion blow ; the day is near.”

It whispered to the fields of corn,

"Bow down, and hail the coming morn.’

It shouted through the belfry-tower,

"Awake,O bell ! proclaim the hour.”

It crossed the churchyard with a sigh,
And said, " Not yet! in quiet lie.”

H. W. Longfellow
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What time the mighty moon was gathering light
Love paced the thymy plots of paradise

And all about him roll'd his lustrous evyes;

When turning round a cassia, full in view,

Death walking all alone beneath a yew,

And talking to himself, first met his sight.

You must begone'.said Death, 'these walks are mine'.

Love wept and spread his sheeny vans for flight;
Yet as he parted said, ' This hour is thine;

Thou art the shadow of life, and so the tree
Stands in the sun and shadows all beneath,

So in the light of great eternity

Life eminent creates the shade of death.

The shadow passeth when the tree shall fall.

But I shall reign forever over all’.

A.L. Tennyson,
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GOOD - BYE

Good-Bye, proud world ! I'm going home:
Thou art not my friend, and I'm not thine.
Long through the weary crowds I roam;

A river-ark on the ocean brine,

Long I've been tossed like the driven foam;

But now proud world! I'm going home.



Good-bye to Flattery's fawning face;
To Grandeur with his wise grimace;

To upstart Wealth's averted eye;

To supple Office, low and high;

To crowded halls, to court and street;
To frozen hearts and hasting feet;

To those who go, and those who come;

Good-bye, proud world ! I'm going home.

I am going to my own hearth-stone,
Besomed in your green hills alone,

A secret nook in a pleasant land,
Whose groves the frolic fairies planned;
Where arches green, the livelong day.
Echo the blackbirds' soundelay,

And vulgar facts have never trod,

A spot that is sacred to thought and God.

0, when I am safe in my sylvan home.

I tread on the pride of Greece and Rome;
And when I am stretched beneath the pines,
Where the evening star so holy shines,

I laugh at the lore and the pride of man,

At sophist schools, and the learned clan;

For what are they all, in their high conceit,



When man in the bush with God may meet?

E.W. Emerson
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MEMORIAL VERSES

Goethe in Weimer sleeps, and Greece,
Long since. saw Byron's struggle cease.
But one such death remain'd to come.
The last poetic verse is dumb.

What shall be said o'er Wordsworth's tomb?

44



And Wordsworth-Ah, pale ghosts ! rejoice!
For ever has such soothing voice

Been to your shadowy world convey'd
Since erst, at morn, some wandering shade
Heard the clear song of Orpheus come
Through Hades, and the mournful gloom,
Wordsworth is gone from us - and ye,
Ah, may ve feel his voice as we.

He too upon the wintry clime

Had fallen-on this iron time

Of doubts, disputes, distractions, fears,
He found us when the age had bound
Our souls in its benumbeing round:

He spoke, and loosed our heart in tears.
He laid us as lay at birth

On the cool flowery lap of earth,

Smiles broke from us and we had ease;
The hills were round us, and the breeze
Went o'er the sun-lit fields again;

Our foreheads felt the wind and rain.
Our youth return'd; for there was shed,
On spirits that had long been dead,
Spirits dried up and closely furl'd,

The freshness of the early word.



Mathew Arnold
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"Warum bin ich verganglich, O, Zeus? fragte die
Schonheit.

Mach ich doch, sagte der Gott, nur das Verganglich
schon.

Und die Liebe, die Blumen,der Tau und die Jungend
vernahmens;

Alles ginger sie weg, weinend, von Jupiters Thron.
Leben muss man und lieben; es endet Leben und Liebe.
Schmittest du, Parze, doch nur beiden die Faeden zug

leich.”
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ON THE RECEIPT OF MY MOTHER'S PICTURE

Oh that these lips had language ! Life has pass'd
With me but roughly since I heard thee last.

Those lips are thine___thine own sweet smiles I see,

The same that oft in childhood solaced me;
Voice only fails, else, how distinct they say,
"Grieve not, my child, chase all thy fears away!”
The meek intelligence of those dear eyes

(Blest be the art that can immortalize,

The art that baffles time's tyrannic claim

To quench it) here shines on the still the same.



My mother ! when I learn'd that thou wast dead,
Say, wast thou conscious of the tears I shed?
Hover'd thy spirit o'er thy sorrowing son,

Wretch even then, life's journey just begun?
Perhaps thou gav'st me, though unseen, a kiss;
Perhaps a tear, if souls can weep in bliss__

Ah that maternal smile ! it answers__ yes.

Short - liv'd possession ! but the record fair
That mem'ry keeps of all thy kindness there,
Still outlives many a storm that has effac'd

A thousand other themes less deeply trac'd.

The mighty visits to my chamber made,

That thou might'st know me safe and warmly laid;
Thy morning bounties ere I left my home,

The biscuit, or confectionary plum;

The fragrant waters on my cheeks bestow'd

By thy own hand, till fresh they shone and glow'd
All this, and more endearing still than all,

Thy constant flow of love, that knew no fall,
Ne'er roughen'd by those cataracts and brakes
That humour interpos'd too often makes;

All this still legible in mem'ry's page.

And still to be so, to my latest age,

Adds joy to duty, makes me glad to pay



Such honours to thee as my numbers may;
Perhaps a frail memorial, but sincere,

Not scorn'd in heav'n though little notic'd here.

Could time, his flight revers'd restore the hours,
When, playing with thy vesture's tissued flow'rs

The violet, the pink, and jessamine,

I prick'd them into paper with a pin,

(And thou wast happier than myself the while,
Would'st softly speak, and stroke my head and smile)
Could those few pleasant hours again appear,

Might one wish bring them, would I wish them here?
I would not trust my heart - the dear delight

Seems so to be desi'rd, perhaps I might-

But no- what here we call our life is such,

So little to be lov'd and thou so much,

That I should ill requite thee to constrain

Thy unbound spirit into bonds again.

My beast is not that I deduce my birth

From lions enthron’'d and rulers of the earth;
But higher far my proud preteasions rise-
The son of parents pass'd into the skies.

And now, farewell- time, unrevok'd has run
His wonted course. yet what I wish'd is done.

By contemplation’'s help, not sought in vain.



I seemt’ have livid my childhood o'er again;

To have renew'd the joys that once were mine,
Without the sin of violating thine:

And, while the wings of fancy still are free,
And I can view this mimic show of thee,

Time has but half succeeded in his theft--
Thyself remov'd, thy power to sooth me left.

William Cowper
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To try to lead wicked men into virtuous ways by the
mere use of soft words is as futile as tethering an
elephant with the fibre of a young lotus; as futile as the
attempt to cut a diamond with a piece of wood, as futile
as trying to sweeten the salt sea with a drop of honey.1
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