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We have just come back from tea at
sufi,s a new year tea, with specially-made
cakes and so on. | showed him your new
poem and he has cut the second line and
made one or two changes. he said that
the second line was not good enough to
stand below the first which is very
beautiful indeed. 23
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Mr. Faiz Ahmed Faiz is required to
come to the office.
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This volumes an expansion of a set of verse
translations from Faiz which were begun in a forest
rest-house on the Woolar Lake in Kashmir in the
summer of 1945, banks of continued at intevals over
the next dozen years, and published in 1958 at Delhi,
india.
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Victor has expressed his inability to translate Dast e

Saba, he Said, Igbal yes, but Faiz, no 146.
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It was an opporunity for Faiz to write
and to work away from the cramping
conditions of Pakistan, Which under
General Zia,s dictatorship had become
impossible. so instead of separation we
chose a pleasant exile. 197
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whose stance and influence have altered the
consciousness of the world. pablo neruda, cesar vellejo
and Ernesto Cardenal in the Western hemisphere
Nazim Hikmet and yannis Ritsos in the Middle East and
Ld/lfw'of'fégfquu"éujffaiz ahmed faiz in South asia
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This Project of translation Started at ‘u;{u”/,z/“ui‘ u’zfi
an international literary conferencein honolulu in 1979
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procedure imediately. faiz gave me the literal translation
of a poem. i wrote it down just as he dictated it. then the
real work began. i asked him questions regarding the
text. why did he choose just that phrase, that word, that

immage, that metaphor? what did it mean to him? there



were cultural differences. what was crystal clear to an
urdu speaking reader meant nothing at all to an
Amercian. | had to know the meaning of every nuance
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