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My dear Said,

This is to Introduce M.Hamid Ahmad Khan B.A
of the Usmania University. | hope you will do that
you can for him.

Yours Sincerely
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No man can ever respect a woman whom he
has enjoyed out of wedlock!
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The Muslims have no Land Give them a land
and they will fight for it
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And said Not yet! in quite lie
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The mountain and the spuirrel

Had a quarrel,

ﬂﬁ(fﬁﬁdﬂcw%}fd/u}éb“ﬁQuarreIquuirrel
-énu.%&.uﬁ &/"ubal,;c_;

ﬁ&rw@{@&ﬂi&}/%uﬁ sk 2ot UsZ 500
oI fm;.p . UGASE 2 E s a
Sulsile g iGmnu! e Jo b r$S54
d/i;/;lo,c/?ug(ﬂuff/i/Kﬁd/fgfulu:fgygﬁf?mlp)‘auf
The Nightingale and J/fibe (s 4L AL
‘a,J/}f &”uﬁuﬁﬁ/ﬂ&/".ta,z?gj&{(L)Glowworm
L JGete JTESL ST S L (S GwS
Sl L Ut n  JG1 e G o i By
L/?/UG.,C;J}‘;L JB1S s Uy r#ﬁ-gg;ﬁ)lygug
(g”uﬁﬁ.éé J}wli;é_ JGI-‘L 6’2"/. #. < Glowworm
QBB S U S Soslintzzonl sl nd 1l TG/
oL 8 ALK S Sy Pl bl L e

For twas the self same Power divine

Taught you to sing nd me to shine

That you with music | with light

Might beautify and cheer the night
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Time was when | was free as air

The Thistle's downy seed my face

My drink the morning dew...
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Oft shall the pilgrim lift the latch
And share my meal a welcome guest
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Midst others of less note came one frail Form



A phantom among men companionless

As the Last cloud of an expiring storm

whose thunder is its knell...
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DAYBREAK
A wind came up out of the sea
And said O mists make room for me
It hailed the ships and cried Sail on

Ye mariners the night is gone



And hurries landward far away
Crying Awake it is the day

It said unto the forests shout!

Hang all your leafy banners out!

It touched the wood bird's rolded wing
And said O bird awake and sing
And o'er the farms O chanticleer
Your clarion blow the day is near

It whispered to the fields of corn
Bow down and hail the coming morn
It shouted through the belfry tower
Awake O bell! proclaim the hour

It crossed the churchyard with a sigh
And said Not yet! in quite lie.
H.W.Longfellow

LOVE AND DEATH
What time the mighty moon was gathering light
Love peaced the thymy plots of paradise,

And all about him roll'd his lustrous eyes,



when turning round a cassio, full in view
Death, walking all alone beneath a yew

And taking to himself, first met his sight:

You must begone said Death, these walks are
mine

Love wept and spread his sheeny vans for fight
Yet ere he parted said this hour is thine

Thou art the shadow of life and as the tree
stands in teh sun and shadows all beneath,
So in the light of great eternity

Life eminent created the shade of death;

The shadow passeth when the tree shall fall,
But | shall reign for ever over all.

A. Tennyson

THE MOUNTAIN AND THE SQUIRREL
The mountain and the squirrel

Had a quarrel,

And the former called latter little prig

Bun replied:



You are doubtless very big'

but all sorts of things and weather
Must be taken in together

To make up a year

And a sphere

And think it no disgrace

To occupy my place

It I'm not so large as you

You are not so small as |,

And not half so apry:

I'll not deny you make

A very pretty spuirrel-track

Talents differ all is well and wisely put
If I cannot carry forests on my back
Neither can you crack an nunt

R.W. Emerson

THE NIGHTINGALE AND GLOWWORM
A nightingale that all day long

Had cheer'd the village with his song



Ner yet at eve his note suspended
Nor yet when eventide was ended
Began to feel as well he might,

The keen demands of appetite;
When looking eagerly around,

A something shining in the dark,

and knew the glow-worm by his spark
So stooping down from hawthorm stop,
He thought to put him in his crop.
The worm aware of his intent
Harangued him thus right eloquent...
Did you admire my lamp, qouth he,
As much as | your minsterlsy,

You would abhor to do me wrong

As much as | to spoil your song;

For 'twas the self same Power Divine
Taught you to sing and me to shine
That you with music | with light

Might beautify and cheer the night.

The songster heard his short oration,



And warbling out his approbation,
Released him as my story tells,
And found a supper some where else.
Hence jarring sactares may learn
Their real interest do discern;
That brother should not war with brother,
And worry and devour each other;
But sing and shine by sweet contest,
Till life's poor tansient night is spent,
Respecting in each other's case
The gifts of nature and of grace.
Those Christians best deserve the same
Who studiously make peace their aim;
Peace both the duty and the prize
Of him that creeps and him that flies.
W. Cowper
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ON A FOLDFINCH STARVED TO DEATH IN



HIS CAGE-1

Time was when | was free as air,

The thistle's downy seed my fare,

My drink the morning dew;

| perch'd at will on ev'ry spray,

My form genteel my plumage gay

My strains for ever new.

But gaudy plumage sprightly strain
And form genteel were were all in vain
And of a transient date;

For caught and caged and starved to death,
In dying sighs my little breath

Soon pass's the wiry grate.

Thanks gentle swain for all my woes,
And thanks for this effectual close
And cure of ev'ry ill!

More cruelty could none express,

And I, if you had shown me less,

Had been your pris'ner still

W. Cowper



On the Reciept of my Mother's Picture out of -l
Norfolk.
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A WISH

Mine be a cot beside the hill,

A bee-hive's hum shall soothe my ear;

A willowy brook that turns a mill

With many a fall shall linger near

The swallow oft beneath my thatch

Shall twitter from her clay built nest

Of't shall the pilgrim lift the latch

And share my meal a welcome guest

Arount my ivied porch shall spring

Each fragrant flower that drinks the dew;

And Lucy at her wheel shall sing

In russet gown and apron blue.

The village church among the tress,

Where first our marriage vows were given,



With merry peals shall swell the breeze
And point with taper spire to Heaven.
S. Rogers
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THE UNIVERSAL NOTE IN
IQBAL'S POETRY

Igbal continuous to be such a dynamic

influence in the contemporary affairs of mankind
that part of the modern world is still interested in
denying him. Could be today speak for himself he
would not ask for a higher tribute. Even while he
lived voices were raised in protest against his
intense preoccupation with his own times and his
own people, Thus Dr. Nicholson of England with all
his admiration for the poet made an indirect criticism
when he observed His message is not for the
Muhammadans of India alone. but for Muslims
everywhere. Later Professor Poure Daoud of Iran
dubbed Igbal only a local poet. Still later Mr. Igbal
Singh of India ..... in his Publication The Ardent

Pilgrim... added to the maass of this particular



criticism of Igbal. Mr. Igbal Singh alleges that Igbal's
poetry (or most of it) can be interpreted only as
being applicable O the developmnt of a particular
class and gruop and he proceeds to single out some
of the important poems which are essentially
parochial in their inspiration.

How should we distinguish between what is

merely local and what is universal in poetry? As in
the case of many other problems Aristotle shows
the way of by making a distinction between such
things as have actually happened and such as
might have happened such as are possible
according to the probable or necessary
conscequence On this account Aristotle goes on to
say poetry is a more philosophical and a more
excellent thing than history for poetry is cheifly
conversant about general truth history about
particuar it is in this sense according to Aristotle that
Herodotus deals with the particular (what has been)

and Homer with the universal (What might be) . If



we proceedd to pass judgement in terms of the
Aristotelian point of view Igbal certanly would be
among the great poets for his doctrines are
essentially concerned with the probable scope of
human nature with the emering divinity of man....
rather than with the fortunes of a particular group of
persons Igbal's art is focussed not on the history of
Islam. but on the apotheosis of the human ego, a
force which must unfold itself inthe future.

The issue between the universal and the

parochial in poetry has never been reduced to the
precision of a mathematical formula. On this as on
all questions of ultimate value there always will be
ground for arguement. Certain relevant facts remain
to us however and they may be stated on the clear
dut pattern of a geometric theorem. Thus the issue
of a universal (or other) note in poetry is never
raised except inthe contaxt of inherent greatness.
That is so say good poetry (which may or may not

be great poetry) does not in itself provide matter for



our argument. It is only with the greatness of poetry
that the questions of universality or the reverse is
involved. Henry Vaughan and rare Ben Johnson for
instance. are not subject to the dispute but Milton
and Shakespeare are Similarly we apportion praise
or blame to Ghalib and Igbal. with reference to the
width of their appeal but never on that score judge
even supremely good poets like Mir Taqgi Mir or
Khawaja Hali. It is poetry of a certain magnitude that
raises the issue not any other Exquisiteness working
on the smaller canvas or a sappho is left alone but
such greatness as Dante's if it turn away from the
larger canvas must come in for criticism .

Apart from the fact that we always concede an

initial greatness to the poet whom we would
comment or disparage on account of scope and
amplitude there is another consideration no less
fundamental. It concerns the process of creation. in
which you cannot but state the particular even

enough you mean the general poetry is the matter



of flesh and blood. It will not like philosophy content
itself with form and idea alone. The philosopher and
the methamatician formulate their concepts in
universal terms. That is not how the poet even the
poet of universal scope.... expresses himself More
often than not he begins and apparently ends, with
a particular experience Poetry enunciated in
universal formulas is hardly conceivable From a
particular inspiration the poet rises to an expression
not of the universal but ostensibly of another
catagory of the particular. The universal note in
poetry comes by implication and suggestion and as
it would seem in spite of the particular.

For all its universal quality the Ghazal of Hafiz is

a record of particular experience Shakespear's
universality could not find vent except in particular
situations and through the acts of particular persons.
Great poetry is located somewhere midway
between the universal and the particular Thus it is

Beatrice one particular woman and Christianity ....



One particular religion .... That inspire the flight of
Dante's imagination beyond space and time. What
keeps poetry alive is its capacity to be interpreted in
terms of the | and now of the reader. The Capacity
to be so interpreted depends mainly on the scope
given to the reader to pass beyond the social and
moral particularisms of the poet.

There is in Homer the great scene in which

Hector comes to bid farewell to Andromache who
keeps would stop her husband from going to his
death. Surely says Hector. | take through for all
these things my wife but | thinkk shame because of
the Trojans and the Trojan women of the long robe
if | Shrink like a coward from the battle And then
that peculiar touch . Hector's child in the nurse arms
crying in fear of his father in coat of bronze and
helmet. Then his dear father laughed aloud. and his
Lady mother and Hector laid his helmet on the
ground and took his son in his arms and kissed him.

This is a fine instance of how the particular merges



into the universal Here is a family scene enacted in
Troy three thousand years ago and yet it belongs to
the whole earth and to all human beings today and
tomorrow. It has vitality because it was so vividly
particularized. Let us not forget moreover that
Homer with all his greatness belongs to primarily to
his age and to Greece. just as Shakespeare is
rooted in that very much curcumscribed bit of
earth... This other Eden dime Paradise Himer's grip
on the life of his day is at once real and practical.
The ideals of a bygone Heroic Age are the
inspiration behind the framework of his story and
character which are both focussed on the obsolete
Greek Pantheon. Viewed that way it is suprising
how much of the lliad and the Odyssey is steeped in
the myth and rutual the superstition and tradition or
the Greek world Homer's Hellenism and humanity
both make an essential contribution to his universal
appeal. Here is elsewhere the particular gives life to

poetry while the universal bequeaths to it its



immortality But a poet must live first before he may
hope to be immortal.

Now when Igbal is impugned as being a

parochial poet the critic obvously holds that Igbal's
lively concern with the local and the contemporary is
barren of consequential human worth. This would
signify that while other great poets survived the
initial contact with the particular Igbal failed to
convert ephemeral dross into immortal gold. and is
therefore in the final reckoning adjudged to be one
who lacked interest in man and inthe world at large.
This unfavourable judgement usually proceeds on
the assumption that the early Igbal who wrote "Naya
Shivala" and "Tarana i Hindi" was shaping well
towards a universal outlook when something went
wrong and he chose to turn to a narrower view

inspired by religion. Thus when the post sang....
e Jbasre B« Jig <k
Better than the whole world is Hindustan or ours!

his vision was more broad based than when he



said later:
b b Ll of 5 E
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China is ours and Arabia and Hindustan is ours.
Muslims we are our homeland is the entire world.

It is hard to understand how this later and

sublimer phase can unsulaar patriotic poetry should
pass muster as universal. Territorial nationalism is
the legacy of Greece, and it would appear that this
particular form of political parochialism has had its
day. The modrn world is already looking forward to
an international outlook, and the loyalties of race
and place are making room for ideological
movement to bring this modern note to bear on the
organization of world forces and naturally enough
Igbal's sense of the philosophy of history went
straight to this point when he discovered the

inadequacy of local or regional patritotism. Some



people frown at any mention of Islam and Muslim in
poetry . But it is of course obvious that poetically as
well as rationally. There is nothing against invoking
a larger vision of man from a historical against
philosophical fact. Igbal has himself elucidated this
point in his famous letter to Dr. R. A . Nicholson
wherin he analysis and refutes some of the criticism
made by Mr. Dickinson who objected to Igbal
specificallly addressing himself to the Muslim world.
It is well to remember that in Igbal's references
to Islam the largest issues of the human family are
peremptorily present to his mind. The theme is not
incidental in Igbal it lies at the very root of his
thought and comes out of by inference when he is
not expressly referring to it. Thus talking of the
principle of movement in the structure of Islam. he
observes in chapter VI of the Reconstruction of
Religious Thought in Islam (pp. 158-159)

Islam is non territorial in its

character and its aim is to furnish a



model for the final combination of
humanity by drawing its adherents
from a variety of mutually repellent
races. and then transforming this
atomic aggregate into a poeple
possessing a self consciousness of
their own.
An identical note of comprehenisiveness inspries
this remarkable passagr from the same chapter of
the reconstruction (P. 147)
There is no such thing as a profane
world All this immensity of matter
constitutes a scope for the immensity
of spirit. All is holy ground.
And to this hs adds the characteristic
observation As the Prophet (S.A.W) So beautifully
put it. The whole of this earth is a mosque Referring
to some of the smaller institutions of Muslim society
Igbal insists that we must look at their structure not

from the standpoint of social advantage or



disadvantage to this or that country but from the
point of view of the larger purpose which is being
gradually worked out in the life of mankind as a
whole (my italics).

The Marxitst school of literary criticism in Urdu

finds fault with Igbal's sense of the universal
because the poet used Islam rather than Marxism
for the exposition of his moral and social idealism A
contemporary exponent of this school makes a
typical observation in an essay entitles Is Igbal a
universal poet? Translated into English this
observation runs as follows Any theorist who thinks
sincerely in terms of humanity as a whole must turn
to the socialist system What is the reason then (for
Igbal) to have preferred Islam to Socialism This is a
strange question to ask. but we are concerned with
its literary aspect alone . We would therefore say
that Igbal preffered Islam to Communism because
his deepest feelings were Intergrated with Islam not

with communism All art from the lowest to the



highest is so largely a matter or emotive reponse
that an artists will disavow his genius emotional
affiliations only at the risk at the risk of thwarting the
creative process. In tha happy fusion of cosmic
emotion with particular facts of experience lies the
supreme greatness of Lucretius Dante and Goethe
of Rumi Sa'di and Igbal.

Moreover there is no inherent discord between
religion and the highest art. Rather the contrary
Marxist religion narrows down the scope of art will
do well to note in scuplture and architecture have
been inspired by religion. Religion like love has
been from time immemorial the primium mobile in
the universe of poetry It is obvious however that
love has life and being only when it is directed to the
particular So also may the poet's consecration to a
particular creed exalt the spirit of and raise it to a
vision of immortal truth. For religion no less than
love thrives on a particular layalty. nor has it ever

breathed in the supposedly universal atmosphere of



a vaccum Thus it is always a circumscribed loyalty
which in the highest sphere of expression. gives
meaning and vital purpose to love and religion.

Of course it is quite possible to take a narrow

view of love of religion. But this limited view may
always be recognised and judged by objective
standards. Only when it is rooted in dogma is
religious poetry parochial Poetry of the sort written
by George Herbert of Richard Craxhaw and the
usual hamd and Na't of Muslim Poets are essentially
communal in their appeal. In so far as religious
digma is a codification of facts outside the mind of
the poet it is not susceptible of poetic treatment But
the highest poetical results may be achieved when
the inner spiritual urges of the poet find vent in the
social and moral framework set up by a religion.
Dante's Christian poetry and Igbal's Islamic poetry
are of this high order The sources of Igbal's
Inspiration lie within the spirit not in an external

dogma. Never is Igbal's poetry a mere echo of



orthodox belief. His sublime vision of God's
immanent purpose in Man of God striving to realise
Himself in Man of Man emerging from his mortal
interlude in the full glory of immortal life may even

appear to be a little heterodox.
3 I SIS s
et S sk A
Open your eye for He who said Thou wilt not
see me.

Awaits to see a speck of dust revealed.
And again:
(1 ..f/..’.w’l. hj//ﬁ’ftf/ )%
»j 7 /V/:' Y-Sy S T
So live that it our death be death
eternal God should the more repent
His own decree.
With this unorthodox metaphysics Igbal links an
ethics no less electrified with the shock of a

personal revelation.
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The wakeful heathen prone before

an idol is better than a man of faith
asleep in the House of God.
AT nb K 7 e /
ST R A R P
If thou achievest something rare
Even though a sin .... it is an act of
virtue.
This titanic vision of life unconfined is put
naturally into words and images borrowed from the
poet's own society . This was a society to which the
landmarks of the history of Islam and the
phraseology of the Quran with its major doctrinal
concepts were the main vehicles of education. The
great teacher could only use the language of his
people in the following verse for instance Iraq the

Hijaz Kufa and Syria. are mere symbols of an earth



pledged to death and dishonour looking for a

greater man to come and redeem it.
Y Jffi (lfﬁ 3 J}( 09 Jl Z)'.‘.) Bl

The sands of Iraq lie waiting the
fields of Hijaz are athrist.
O give the blood of Hussain to thy
Kufa and Syria again!
The infinite greatness of man in a boundless
universe is represented again and again in phrases
relative to a Muslim Life. | would illustrate this with
one more quotation in Igbal's own beautiful English
translation. It is a longer passage this time fro
Jawaid Nama The stations of a Sufi's Mystic
Pilgrimage are recalled and the Ascension of the
Prophet (S.A.W) but behing it all looms the image of

the destiny of man:
O R UV BT
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Art thou in the stage of life death or
death in life?

Invoke the aid of three witnesses to
verify thy station.

The first witness is thine own
consciousness.

See thyself then with thine own

light.



The second witness is the
consciousness of another ego.

See thyself then with the light of an
ego other than thee.

The third witness is God's
consciousness.

See thyself then with God's light

If thou standest unshaken in front of
this light

Consider thyself as living and
eternal as He!

That man alone is real who dares....

Dares to See God face to face

What is Ascension ? Only a search
for a witness

Who may finally confirm thy
reality...

A witness whose confirmation alone
makes thee eternal.

No one can stand unshaken in His



presence.
And he who can verily hw is pure
gold
Art thou a mere particle of dust?
Tighten the knot of thy ego.
And hold fast to thy tiny being.
How glorious to burnish one's ego
And to test its lustre in the presence
of the Sun!
Re chisel then thine ancient frame.
And build up a real being.
Such being is real being.
Or else thy ego is a mere ring of
smoke.
In the ultimate analysis of Igba's most compelling
concern is the future of man not the future of
religious creed. The greater part of Armughan
-i-Hijaz his last and porthumously published work
falls into three sections From the presence of God

Igbal passes into the presence of the Prophet



(S.A.W) but the final section is addressed to the
world of Man. The earlier sections however are not
purely devotional ... in the orthodox sense of the
word . In the Presence of God it is not a personal
redemption that the poet seeks. All the fervour of his
profound sense of religion is concentrated in the
Prayer....

)gﬁ £ rﬁT ./f L Je U

Raise from our dust a second

Adam!

Again and Again he pleads passionately with
God... not for the physical survival of his own people
but for the moral survival of mankind as a whole.
For it is an ideal that he worships : he has no
idolatrous regard for racr or creed or place referring
specifically to the Muslim nations of the world He

cries:
ST I T Y
e U oA g etk gl S



They are a dead weight to the
world; Come let us fashion a new
people.
And again:
Sals J Jbd Ul )}.;C H)
3] /j gy o 8 /
My spirit did not swell to the storm
thou gavest,
Give me the glory of another storm!
In other parts of his work the aunguish of his
heart comes out in such supplications as this....
‘/ijo}((a o ut"»’.u:)) ///
On Faith and un Faith shed alike
The universal bounty!

The general ruin of religious values comes to

him with a painful shock.
LEZLT Ul ~ U (:/ 04 L-:g 2
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In the church they hung up Mary's



Son on the Cross!
From the Ka'ba Muhammad
migrated carrying the Mother of Books!
It is not for the sorrows of a sect, or the
sufferings of a parish that his mighty heart is
bursting:
i r},/, (i rr’)' o1 U
U Us 3Lx G LS ot uf
O the heart of the world It cries | am
poisoned | am poisoned!
And Reason moans No antidote nor
talisman have |!
The modern world has become a sense of decay
and death. So much the more does Igbal cherish
the spark of eternity i the heart of individual man.
The finest part of his work centres round the kindling
of that spark into a mighty blaze. From the nascent
self of man Igbal would bring a thousand fires to

Synagogue and Mosque and temple and Church.



The argument in Asrar-i-Khudi opens with a
memorable passagr in which the self comes out of a
cosmic creative force working its purposes through

and beyond apace and time.
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The form of existance is an effect of
the self.

Whatsover thou seest is a secret of
the Self.

When the self awoke to
consciousness It revealed the universe
of thought.

A hundred worlds are hidden in its
essecne.

Self affirmation brings Not Self to
light.

By the self the seed of hostility is
sown in the world:

It imagines itself to be other than
itself.

It makes from itself the forms of
others.

In order to multiply the pleasure of

strife.



It is slaying by the strength of its
arm.
That it may become conscious of its
own strength.
Its Self deceptions are the essence
of Life.
Like the rose it lives by bathing
itself in blood. 2
This is a unique philosophy of life and universal
being. But it is not unique because it pitches the
consciousness of man against the immensity of
space and time. Kant had already done that and so
had Fichte and others With Kant and the rest of
however the theory of the self of man remains only
an intellectually comprehended fact. To Igbal the
knowledge comes red hot in a glow of feeling by
virtue of its actual human implication. and it is
exactly because of its emotional illumination as an
apocalypse that it became a theme worthy of great

poetry. This was where the poet rose from the



particular to the universal He saw his people fallen
one evil days saw that the whole issue lay between
a phychology of life and a psychology of death.
Thus from the mind of his own people he passed to
the mind of man. and from the mind of man to the
very heart of life and the moving principle of the
universe. This stupendous vision of man and earth
and star opens an infinity of moral and spiritual
possibilities Links together past present and Future.
and bridges the gulf between the human and the
divine Thus does the throb inthe heart of Asian man
become one with the music of the spheres This is
poliltical and therefore human poetry of an order the
like of whidh has never been written before. Never
has nationalism thus overflowed to the uttermost
reaches of a world view in which the earth becomes
a mere parish of the infinite.

With this achievement of the poet as

bachground an critic who would accuse Igbal of

narrow religiousy is himself liable to become an



interesting study. Admittedly the greater part of
Igbal's significant terminology. and imagery is
borrowed from Islam this is as it should be and no
sound criticism should expect a profoundly religious
mind to write poetry with no personal religion in it.
Should a poet cut himselt off from his own spiritual
tradition before he qualifies for unversality? The
practice of some of the greatest poets of the West
negatives this Dante. In Dante almost any pagr
proclaims the poet's Catholic Christianity Canto
after canto in his magnum iopus is dogmaticaly and
almost fiercely assertive of the poet's own creed.
Local politics and religious animosities are inserted
so that not only are the prophet of Islam and Hazrat
Ali housed in the inferno (Canto XXVIII) .... Which
might habe been expected of a Christian poet but
Dante's own Contemporaries popes Boniface VI
Nicholad Il and Clement V are shown roasting in
hellfire (Canto XIX) and considerable part of the

pardiso concerns itself witt he exposition of Christian



dogma. Thus Canto XXIII is devoted to a vision of
Christ triumphing with his Church In the next Canto
St Peter examines Dante on the articles of the true
faith. and in the one that follows We learnt that the
Christ and the virgin alone had come with their
bodies into heaven All this and much besides is
forgiven Dante... for Dante is a universal poet Going
back pagan time lucretius with his fervid exposition
of an exploded philosophy and with his out of date
reverence for a Master whom nobody recognizes
today is admitted to the halls of immortality What
the liberal critic of today cannot digest is allegiance
to Islam and its Prophet (S.A.W) Is this because
Islam still lives and is likely to have a future? Let
such a critic get rid of his political and religious
complexes before the presumes to pass judgement
on the issue of the universal in poetry . Otherwise in
judging Igbal he would only be inviting a judgement
on himself.

That a poet of Igbal's intense religious sensibility



should at no point appear to bear the impress ot the
outlook of Islam is an incredible proposition What is
most surprising however and must be regarded as a
miracle of creative art is how often for all men
having profound faith in any creed whatsover Igbal's
sincerity and fervour can raise a particular devotion
to the level of the universal Here is a quotation from

Armughan i Hijaz .
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When this age weary world come to
the end,

And hidden dipensations are
unvieled,

Save me disgrace in the presence
of the Master;

O God check not my record in his



eye!

Here we have a specific reference to the prophet
(S.A.V) and the lines have an Islamic application in
the narrowest sense of that word Yet the human
note in this supplication to God. the burning sense
of having fallen short of light ideal the immeasurable
love for the Master whose good opinion had been
so much worth the striving for might be readily
transferred to the relations between any disciple and
any master These and similar verses should present
no difficulty to a reader of Igbal unless of course
sucha reader nourishes a private histility towards
the Prophet (S.A.V) and personal malice warps his
aesthetic capacity The point at issue is whether
acceptacne of the credo of Islam's essential ... or
even antecedent ... to the appreciation of Igbal. This
has already been shown not to be the case The
core of Igbal's message is human not doctrinal:

LT o LB L r)T J X £

Arise the hour is come for man to



reveal himself!
You may or may not be a Muslim to open your
heart to such a messagr And it should furthermore
be remembered that igbal uses his islamic terms
indifferently for Muslims and non Muslims alike.
Refering to the self chosen death of the Hindu
mystic . Swami Ram Tirath Igbal freely makes use
of the Kalmah of Islam La llaha Il Allah (There is no
God but God).
¢ KT o« 20§
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Negation of Being is a feat of the
knowing mind:
In the ocean of La lies hidden the
pearl of Il Allah.
Thus in Igbal the poet (i.e. the machinery of
expression) is Muslim but the poetry (i.e. the
expressed meaning) is cosmopolitan. This is

possible because of Igbal's view of what he himself



calls the universal charachter or Islam In the
Reconstrucion he quotes with approval Shah Wali
Ullah's Interpretation of revealed religion:
The prophetic method of teaching,
according to Shah Wali Ullah, is that
generally speaking the law revealed by
a prophet takes especial notice of the
habits, ways and peculiarities of the
poeple to whom he id specifically sent.
The prophet who aims at all embracing
principles however can neither reveal
different principles for different peoples
nor leaves them to work out their own
rules of conduct. His method is to train
one particular people and to use them
as a nucleus for the building up of a
universal Shari'at.
It is Igbal's view of Islam not that of his critic that
has singnificance n a just appraisal of Igbal's poetry.

We have already considered the fact that Igbal



invariably links Islam with universal values That he
regards Islam iteself as a universal Issue is the
second relevant fact that we could emphasizw here.
To Igbal religion is not a matter or priestcraft or
Church gevernment. it is a vital umpulse which has
an essential contribution to make a spiritual and
even physical survival of mankind In the present
context it may be pertinent to quote a longer
passage from the Reconstruction.

Both nationalism and atheistic

socialism at least in the present state

of human adjustments, must draw

upon the psychological forces of hate

suspicion ant resentment which tend to

impoverish the soul of man and close

up his hidden sources of spiritual

enersy Neither the technique of

medieval mysticism nor nationalism

nor atheistic socialism can cure the ills

of a desparing humanity Surely the



present moment is one of the great
crisis in the history of modern culturre
The modern world stands in need of
biological renewal. And religion which
in its higher manifestations is neither
dogma nor priesthood nor ritual can
alone ethically prepare the modern
man for the burden of teh great
responsibilty which the advancement
of modern science necessarily involves
and restore to him that attigute of faith
which makes him capable of winning a
personality here and retaining it
hereafter It is only by rising to a fresh
vision of his origin and future his
whence and whither that man will
eventually triumph over a society
motivated by an unhuman competition
and a civilization which has lost its

spiritual unity by its inner conflict of



religious and political values.

The entire argument so far has dealt more or
less with the religious outlook in Igbal's poetry. In
polotics too Igbal war active both as man and poet .
His personal political activity has no unexpectedly
cost him a good deal of popularity with the less
discerning (or the more bigoted) among his readers
It is hard indeed to forgive a poet who is actually
fought us in the battle field That is where
remoteness in time becomes a catalytic agent
stimulative of appreciation . But neither the original
political aversion nor the remotness conductive to
appreciation should be reckoned to have any
intrinsic value in terms of literary judgement.

On political issues generally in so far as Igbal

was concerned with theem a basic fact must needs
be stated here. In his poetry it was not a parochial
approach that Igbal brought to bear onthe politics of
his day. His intersts were world wide and not

restricted to Asian countries alone The well known



verse...

JngthJt/;Jf+

The vultures of Europe are not yet

aware How poisonous is the corpse of

abyssinia!

takes us beyond Islam and Asia. But with all his
chamioning of the East Igbal was not hostile to the
West. He attacked not Western man but a certain
way of life. which he considered vicious Thus in his
sharpest satrirical sallies he was not anti European
he was essentially pro human Some of his
utterances on Western civilazation are no doubt

threats but most of them are warnings:
it L st g
let 5 B e 2 b
Bear this from me O breeze to the

sage of Europe Reason is the more

enmeshed as it spreads its wings!



The superb urdu poem Lenin in the Presence of
God is only one illustration of how Igbal's heart goes
out to man whanever and whereever he may bed
plundere and exploited. During Igbal's time England
was the reigning world imperialism and Igbal had in
a sense fought England all his life. But it was a
humanitarian not a sectarian. fight and i the end
Igbal saw peace not conflict He wrote thus (so Sir
Francis Youghusband) in 1931:
| am looking forward to the day that

when the disputes between England

and India wioll be settled. and the two

countries will begin to work together

not only for their mutual benefit but for

the greater good of mankind.
In january 1938, he made what is probably his
last public pronouncement on the Cibil War in
Spain:

This one event shows clearly that

national unity too is not a very durable



force Only one unity is dependable and

that unity is the brotherhood of man

which is above race nationality colour

and language. So long as this so called

democracy this accursed nationalism

and this regarded imperialism. are not

demonstrate by their actions that they

believe that the whole world is the

family of God... they will never be able

to lead a happy and contented life and

the beauful ideals of liberty equality

and fraternity will never materialise. 3

Before | close may | argue one purely literary
consideration? Universal poetry like any other poetry
... has its own variations of technique and attitude
thus there are poets of graphic vision like Homer
and Shakespeare and there are poetsof conceptual
vision like Lucretius and Igbal It will be clear that
poets of conceptual vision call initially for a different

intellectual reponse as against poets of graphic



vision Thus we have lucretius (in Book IV):
| am blazing trail through pathless
tracts of the Muses Pierian realm
where no foot has ever trod before.
What joy it is to light upon virgin
springs and drink their waters What joy
to pluck new flowers and gather for my
brow a glorious garland from frelds
whose blossoms were never yet
wreathed by the Muses round any
head. This is my reward rof struggling
to loose mens minds fro the tight knots
of superstition and shedding on dark
corners the bright beam of my song
that irridiates everything with the
sparkle of the Muses.
The difference here is between the description of
things and the description of ideas Readers of
graphic poetry will possibly be more numerous than

traders of conceptural poetry. But it should be



clearly understood that popularity in itself is not
universality nor should the scope of a poet be
judged in terms of the number of his readers The
story of Jack and the Bean Stalk for instance counts
its readers in millions but it is not on that account
more universal than a Dialogue of Plato.

Poetry that exhorts and poetry that entertains
satisfy two very different needs of humanity Both
needs are vital and universal and poetry that
satisfies the one the other. Moreover it is well to
remember that Igbal is like Wordsworth or Milton a
poet with a message. Poetry with a message must
always be directed to one specific aim and not to its
opposite. Thus Igbal has his own specific pupose.
He will not lull us to sleep he will lash us into action.
It is not for a soothing syrup that we go to his
fountain but for a draught as bitter as life.

Igbal's universe is alive with hope and light and
motion. depair and darkness and rest are unknown

to him In him there is no compassionate



exaggeration of individual sorrow and pain. no trace
of morbid self pity The man was too big for that sort
of whining lyricism His poetry urges us forward to an
ideal which is never attained for there is always one
still higher He puts us on to a struggle from which
there is no respite for when we cease we die There
is only one mood in Igbal but in that exalted mood
he will continue to be the greatest poet of the world
as long as men put their shoulder to the wheel of life
and throw a challenge to the stars.
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