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SIR MUHAMMAD 1QBAL

ay
(Si=z B, Dzwison Ross)

The death of Sir Mnhammad Igbal at the age of sizy-two
means & very serious 10ss not only to the Muslims of India, but
3lso to all who are interested m the modern progress of Tslam
No one sinee Sir Syed Ahmed, the founder of Aligarh College,
bas been held in such high esteem and affection by his eo-
religionists. His edueation, first atLahore where he came under
the influence of the late Sir Thomas Arnoid, and at Cambridge
| where ha was tho pupil of McTaggart. fitted him admirably for
his self-imposed task as a modern spiritnal leader in [slam.

Being ot heart a staunech believerin the Prophetandin the future
of Islam, htried to reconcile his ereed with progress by pointing
out that the backwardness of hisown people was due to their
slowness to realise the importance of liberaland seientific studies,
and that the ideals of the Prophef had been lost sight of in the

mists of theologieal hair-splitting and pantheistic mysticism.

Ha employed as his chief medinm his undoubted postic gifts,
but he felt that in order to reach the people he mustconform to
the classical forms of Persian poetry with all its old conventions
gad similes. I often wondered whether this method of preaching
was the most efféetive he eould have chosen ; for Persian verse
when well written i3 so apt to be an end in itself that it makes
little practical appeal to the reader. In 1934, however, he pub-
lished a series of six lectures, in which he set farth more plainly
his philosophy and his ideals for a better world centred m Islam,
entitled The Reeonstruclion of Religious Thought in Isiom, by
which he wiil probably be best rememberad.
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