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Iqbal himself was not fond of outdoor sports and

therefore praises Islam which has, essentially, no

amusements...
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He wanted literature to be optimistic (M II 56, 1918).
This is also the reason for his criticism of Hafiz whose
poetical art — if taken only as art — he highly admired
but who
did not sharpen the sword of the Self (ZK 127).
The same struggle which he launched against the
favorite poet of Persian-speaking peoples in the first
period of his work, he continued later on against what

he ragarded as denervating power of European lifeless

civilization and education (ZK 155 and others).
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...and the day is not far off when Religion and Science

may discover hitherto unsuspected mutual harmonies.
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I would like to see the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province,
Sind and Baluchistan amalgamated into a single state.
Self-Government within the British Empire, or without the

British Empire, the formation of a consolidated North-West

Indian Muslim state appears to me to be the final destiny of the
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Muslims at least of the North-West India.
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Thus, wholly overshadowed by the results of his

intellectual activity, the modern man has ceased to live

soulfully, i.e. from within. In the domain of thought he

is living in open conflict with himself; and in the

domain of economic and political life he is living in

open conflict with others. He finds himself unable to

control his ruthless egoism and his infinite gold-hunger

which is gradually killing all higher striving in him and

bringing him nothing but life-weariness. Absorbed in

the 'fact', that is to say, the optically present source of

sensation, he is entirely cut off from the unplumbed

depths of his own being.
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This is the reason why I say that modern psychology
has not yet touched even the outer fringe of the subject.
Personally, I do not at all feel hopeful of the present
state of things in either biology or psychology. Mere
analytical criticism with some understanding of the
organic conditions of the imagery in which relgious life
has sometimes manifested itself is not likely to carry us
to the living roots of human personality.
The Reconstruction... [M Saced Sheikh, ed.], p.153
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We may easily grant that the ego, in its finitude, is
imperfect as a unity of life. Indeed, its nature is
wholly aspiration after a unity more inclusive,
more effective, more balanced, and unique. Who
knows how many different kinds of environment

it needs for its organization as a perfect unity?
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Islam
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Your creation and resurrection are like the creation and

resurrection of a single soul.
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What is the character and general structure of the

universe in which we live? Is there a permanent element

in the constitution of this universe? How are we related

to it? What place do we occupy in it, and what is the

kind of conduct that befits the place we occupy? These

questions are common to religion, philosophy, and

higher poetry.
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1. What is the character of the universe in which we
live?
2. What is the general structure of the universe in which
we live?
3. Is there a parallel element in the constitution of this
universe?
4. How are we related to it?
5. What place do we occupy in it?
6. What is the kind of conduct that befits the place we

occupy in the universe?

7. Is religion possible?
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1. Individuality

2. Creativeness

3. Knowledge

4. Power

5. Eternality
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Let the Muslim of to-day appreciate his position,
reconstruct his social life in the light of ultimate
principles, and evolve, out of the hitherto partially

revealed purpose of Islam, that spiritual democracy

which is the ultimate aim of Islam.
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In Islam God and the universe, spirit and matter,
church and state, are organic to each other. Man is not
the citizen of a profane world to be renounced in the

interest of a world of spirit situated elsewhere. To Islam

matter is spirit realizing itself in space and time.
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By leaders I mean men who, by Divine gift or
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experience, possess a keen perception of the spirit and
destiny of Islam, along with an equally keen perception

of the trend of modern history.
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I would like to see the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province,

Sind and Baluchistan amalgamated into a single state.

Self-Government within the British Empire, or without the

British Empire, the formation of a consolidated North-West

Indian Muslim state appears to me to be the final destiny of the

Mouslims at least of the North-West India.
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Indeed the first practical step that Islam took towards

the realization of a final combination of humanity was

to call upon peoples possessing practically the same

ethical ideal to come forward and combine. The Quran

declares, "O people of the Book! Come let us join

together on the 'word' (Unity of God), that is common

to us all." The wars of Islam and Christianity, and, later,

European aggression in its various forms, could not

allow the infinite meaning of this verse to work itself

out in the world of Islam. Today it is being gradually

being realized in the countries of Islam in the shape of

what is called Muslim Nationalism.
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Islam is itself Destiny and will not suffer a destiny!
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Why cannot you who, as a people, can well claim to be
the first practical exponent of this superb conception of
humanity, live and move and have your being as a single

individual?
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‘Your creation and resurrection,' says the Qur'an, ‘“are

like the creation and resurrection of a single soul.' A

living experience of the kind of biological unity,

embodied in this verse, requires to-day a method

physiologically less violent and psychologically more
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suitable to a concrete type of mind. Why cannot you who,
as a people, can well claim to be the first practical exponent of this
superb conception of humanity, live and move and haveyour being
as a single individual?In the absence of such a method the
demand for a scientific form of religious knowledge is

only natural.
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I do not mystify anybody when I say that things in India
are not what they appear to be. The meaning of this,
however, will dawn upon you only when you have
achieved a real collective ego to look at them. In the
words of the Quran, "Hold fast to yourself; no one who

erreth can hurt you, provided you are well-guided."

(5:104)
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