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A society based on such a conception of Reality must
reconcile, in its life, the categories of permanence and
change. It must possess eternal principles to regulate its
collective life, for the eternal gives us a foothold in the
world of perpetual change. But eternal principles when
they are understood to exclude all possibilities of
change which, according to the Qut'an, is one of the
greatest “signs' of God, tend to immobilize what is
essentially mobile in its nature.

from 'Lecture VI',

The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam
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Thus, wholly overshadowed by the results of his
intellectual activity, the modern man has ceased to live
soulfully, i.e. from within. In the domain of thought he
is living in open conflict with himself; and in the
domain of economic and political life he is living in

open conflict with others. He finds himself unable to
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control his ruthless egoism and his infinite gold-hunger
which is gradually killing all higher striving in him and
bringing him nothing but life-weariness. Absorbed in
the 'fact, that is to say, the optically present source of
sensation, he is entirely cut off from the unplumbed

depths of his own being.
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Matthew Arnold is a very precise poet. I like, however,
an element of obscurity and vagueness in poetry; since
the vague and the obscure appear profound to the

emotions.
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TheNightingale and Glowworm

A nightingale, that all day long
Had cheer'd the village with his song,
Nor yet at eve his note suspended,

Nor yet when eventide was ended,
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Began to feel, as well he might,

The keen demands of appetite;

When, looking eagerly around,

He spied far off, upon the ground,

A something shining in the dark,

And knew the glowworm by his spark;
So stooping down from hawthorn top,
He thought to put him in his crop.
The worm, aware of his intent,

Harangued him thus, right eloquent-

Did you admire my lamp, quoth he,
As much as I your minstrelsy,

You would abhor to do me wrong
As much as I to spoil your song;

For 'twas the self-same Power divine
Taught you to sing, and me to shine;
That you with music, I with light,
Might beautify and cheer the night.
The songster heard his short oration,
And, warbling out his approbation,
Released him, as my story tells,

And found a supper somewhere else.

Hence jarring sectaries may learn

Their real interest to discern;

That brother should not war with brother,
And worry and devour each other;

But sing and shine by sweet consent,

Till life's poor transient night is spent,
Respecting in each othet's case

The gifts of nature and of grace.

Those Christians best deserve the name
Who studiously make peace their aim;

Peace both the duty and the prize



57

Of him that creeps and him that flies.
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On a Gildfinch
Starved to Death in His Cage

Time was when I was free as air,
The thistle's downy seed my fare,
My drink the morning dew;

I perch'd at will on every spray,
My form genteel, my plumage gay,

My strains for ever new.

But gaudy plumage, sprightly strain,

And form genteel were all in vain,

And of a transient date;

For, caught and caged, and starved to death,
In dying sighs my little breath

Soon pass'd the wity grate.

Thanks, gentle swain, for all my woes,
And thanks for this effectual close
And cure of every ill!

More cruelty could none express;
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And 1, if you had shown me less,

Had been your prisoner still
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The Cow and the Ass

Hard by a green meadow a stream used to flow,
So clear, one might see the white pebbles below;
To this cooling stream the warm cattle would stray,

To stand in the shade on a hot summer's day.

A cow, quite oppressed with the heat of the sun,
Came here to refresh, as she often had done;
And standing stock still, leaning over the stream,

Was musing, perhaps, or perhaps she might dream.

But soon a brown ass, of respectable look.
Came trotting up also to taste of the brook,
And to nibble a few of the daisies and grass;

"How d' ye do?" said the cow; "How d' ye do?" said the ass.

"Take a seat," cried the cow, gently waving her hand,;
"By no means, dear madam," said he, "while you stand;"

Then stooping to drink, with a complaisant bow,
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"Ma'am, your health," said the ass; "thank you, sit," said the cow.

When a few of these compliments more had been past,
They laid themselves down on the herbage at last;
And, waiting politely, as gentlemen must,

The ass held his tongue, that the cow might speak first.

Then with a deep sigh, she directly began,
"Don't you think, Mr. Ass, we're injured by man?
"Tis a subject that lays with a weight on my mind:

We certainly are much oppressed by mankind.

"Now what is the reason (I see none at all)

That I always must go when Suke chooses to call;
Whatever I'm doing ('t is certainly hard)

At once I must go to be milked in the yard.

"I've no will of my own, but must do as they please,
And give them my milk to make butter and cheese:
I've often a vast mind to knock down the pail.

Or give Suke a box on the ear with my tail."

"But, ma'am," said the ass, "not presuming to teach-
Oh dear, I beg pardon - pray finish your speech;
I thought you had done, ma'am, indeed," said the swain,

"Go on, and I'll not interrupt you again."

"Why, sir, I was only a going to obsetve,
I'm resolved that these tyrants no longer I'll serve:
But leave them forever to do as they please,

And look somewhere else for their butter and cheese."

Ass waited 2 moment, to see if she'd done,
And then, "not presuming to teach," he began;
"With submission, dear madam, to your better wit,

I own I am not quite convinced of it yet.
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"That you're of great service to them is quite true,
But surely they are of some service to you;
"T is theit nice green pastute in which you regale,

They feed you in winter when grass and weeds fail.

"T is under their shelter you snugly repose,
When without it, dear ma'am, you perhaps might be froze.
For my part, I know, I receive much from man,

And for him, in return, I do all that T can."

The cow upon this cast her eye on the grass,

Not pleased at thus being reproved by an ass;

Yet, thought she, "I'm determined I'll benefit by 't,
For I really believe the fellow is right."
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The Spider and the Fly

"Will you walk into my parlor?" said the spider to the fly;
""Tis the prettiest little parlor that ever you may spy.

The way into my parlor is up a winding stair,

And I have many cutious things to show when you are there."
"Oh no, no," said the little fly; "to ask me is in vain,

For who goes up your winding stair can ne'er come down again."

"I'm sure you must be weary, dear, with soaring up so high.

Will you rest upon my little bed?" said the spider to the fly.

"There are pretty curtains drawn around; the sheets are fine and
thin,

And if you like to rest a while, I'll snugly tuck you in!"

"Oh no, no," said the little fly, "for I've often heard it said,

They never, never wake again who sleep upon your bed!"

Said the cunning spider to the fly: "Dear friend, what can I do
To prove the warm affection I've always felt for you?

I have within my pantry good store of all that's nice;

I'm sure you're very welcome - will you please to take a slice?"
"Oh no, no," said the little fly; "kind sit, that cannot be:
I've heard what's in your pantry, and I do not wish to see!"
"Sweet creature!” said the spider, "you're witty and you're wise;
How handsome are your gauzy wings; how brilliant are your eyes!
I have a little looking-glass upon my parlor shelf;

If you'd step in one moment, dear, you shall behold yourself."

"I thank you, gentle sir," she said, "for what you're pleased to say,

And, bidding you good morning now, I'll call another day."
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The spider turned him round about, and went into his den,

For well he knew the silly fly would soon come back again:

So he wove a subtle web in a little corner sly,

And set his table ready to dine upon the fly;

Then came out to his door again and merrily did sing:

"Come hither, hither, pretty fly, with pearl and silver wing;
Your robes are green and purple; there's a crest upon your head;

Your eyes are like diamond bright, but mine are dull as lead!"

Alas, alas! how very soon this silly little fly,

Hearing his wily, flattering words, came slowly flitting by;
With buzzing wings she hung aloft, then near and nearer grew,
Thinking only of her brilliant eyes and green and purple hue,
Thinking only of her crested head. Poor, foolish thing! at last
Up jumped the cunning spider, and fiercely held her fast;

He dragged her up his winding stair, into the dismal den -

Within his little parlor - but she ne'er came out again!

And now, dear little children, who may this story read,
To idle, silly flattering words I pray you ne'er give heed;
Unto an evil counselor close heart and ear and eye,

And take a lesson from this tale of the spider and the fly.

S5 szl S pdne e dye s, Sy
AP BIEA S e S S A D S
b L S e ST s s ) JIE
PRy SON  CVd
< u'.?/c'_ P22 J//’/w"/.
be 66U TR L Ty
So? S i Ust U = U



74

L"ng.?;blag i C} Ju}/}i

Ll s
‘a/f@'}fr'ﬂ'uﬁf 5
e

/./’ﬁ,:

U”’(:f’u’:uﬁwz_u}gu;
Ll &
S S STV e g
e bsre S &L LT4
;{?nbﬂjﬁfég/ 1y
e iz P S
S rgagies®
b 2 uKu:‘fg,alff}Juﬁ

<

St & U A S Ay AN U o
U easks(A Motber's Dream) st ssn e ol A Es L Suo
uLqu,JuM/Lﬁu’Z/rﬁutaqorfuj’uw s ﬁfdﬁj %
A8y Ut G A BUAS NS S b 800 215K
Lo S S A Ae S AL $rPp s g & 7L

AV ANt JESENE il
& = st Moo dne S TR e A L S



75

¢,um5i5u,ﬁ(”{jdgu¢u:u.gwwﬂw(‘/)gﬁ“,;g'_u:mgfu"ﬁ
gf”fu,fé_qﬂuv/,w’gn{_;uwg/g U (}” J u%gﬁ;_LQﬁ
BN AN S A PSR CE AP
s frd e e AP Bl e ool e
Aty p 56T Gl MG dL = &bt P S
e A NS S TR L ST e S P e
& Ulrink 5 S by B £z e G e & PSS PG
_Mbgm/ajui'./'fdﬁ
=S G 1S LSS b e BN
K“Lf < s b s, u‘/:%..f 5 C/l’vgf—u’d/ Jr‘lﬂ/:‘al?:}d/&
_‘chdﬁb/u;"K@f({édzb‘a&LUL(f:tj}r;—Ja’/U!
et Al A P L A e bty
AU S b - s L Y f S e
KPUr Sl A S ol g@t&tb&&wéﬂzum}f’
< SR L S A A e ™
e b dE LY
dor E A A e S
G o e & F s Sx
75 5 F
e UBIS sl LI 4 sl Gt L
2l

/qugéf@@/;{;[&bd/@)ut‘éii_%dn}



e [T S B Gl A EL e T

Ljuu;?u;?-Q-(CJ;‘L:@{)LT/;,CQU’;?LJLJW

7u’£Mﬁdfoﬁfju%‘f&lg&n%;ulﬁ&f:
The Mother's Dream

I'd a dream to-night
As I fell asleep,

Oh! the touching sight
Makes me still to weep;
Of my little lad,

Gone to leave me sad,
Aye, the child I had,
But was not to keep.
As in heaven high,

I my child did seek,
There, in train, came by
Children fair and meek.
Each in lily white,
With a lamp alight;
Each was clear to sight,
But they did not speak.
Then, a little sad,

Came my child in turn,
But the lamp he had,
Oh! it did not burn;
He, to clear my doubt,
Said, half-burned about,
"Your tears put it out;

Mother, never mourn."
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Fable

The mountain and the squirrel

Had a quarrel,

And the former called the latter 'Little Prig;'
Bun replied,

"You are doubtless very big;

But all sorts of things and weather

Must be taken in together,

To make up a year

And a sphere.

And I think it no disgrace

To occupy my place.
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If I'm not so large as you,

You are not so small as I,

And not half so spry.

I'll not deny you make

A very pretty squirrel track;

Talents differ; all is well and wisely put;
If T cannot carry forests on my back,

Neither can you crack a nut.'
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A Child's Hymn

God make my life a little light,
within the wotld to glow,
A little flame that burneth bright,

wherever I may go.

God make my life a little flower
that giveth joy to all,

Content to bloom in native bower,
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although the place be small.

God make my life a little song,
that comforteth the sad,

That helpeth others to be strong,
and maketh the singer glad.

God make my life a little staff,
whereon the weak may rest,
That so what health and strength I have,

may serve my neighbours best.

God make my life a little hymn
of tenderness and praise,
Of faith that never waneth dim,

in all his wondrous ways.
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