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THE INGERSOLL LECTURE
SHIP 

Extract from the will of Miss Caroline Haskell 
I'<l{ersoll, w/w died itt Keene, County 

oj Cheshire, New Hampshire. fan. 26, 1893. 

First. In carrying out the wishes of my 
late beloved father, George Goldthwait Inger
soll, as declared by him in his last will and 
testament, I give and bequeath to Harvard 
University in Cambridge, Mass., where my 
late father was graduated, and which he 
always held in love and honour, the sum of 
Five thousand dollars ($s,ooo) as a fund for 
the establishment of a Lectureship on a plan 
somewhat similar to that of the Dudleian 
l~re, that is-one lecture to be delivered 
each year, on any convenient day between 
the last day of May and the first day of 
December, on this subject, "the Imn;10rtality 
of Man," said lecture not to form a' part of 
the usual college course, nor to be deliver~;d, 
by any Professor or Tutor as part of his 
usual routine of instruc'l:ion, though any such 
Ft~.fessor or Tutor may be appointed to such 

: ,, ..,service. The choice of said lecturer is not to 
I ~ .I ~·· 
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THE ENDLESS LIFE 

I N venturing upon the subject of 

immortality, it is necessary to 

rid our minds at once of the con

ceit of present knowledge and of 

the expectation that our thought 

shall be adequate to the reality 

that beckons us. There are moods 

in which we are interested only in 

what we can clearly see and ade

quately define. With instruments of 

precision we survey our little field, 

and fix its boundaries. YJle tQlerm~
no vagueness, and that which we 
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THE ENDLESS LIFE 

do not know is that for which we 

do not c:are. 

Now and then, one finds a mind 

that seems capable of no other 

mood. It is satisfied with things 

as they are, or, rather, with what it 

accepts as the same, with things as 

they seem. It is disturbed by no 

sense of incongruity between what 

it has discovered as actual, and 

what it has conceived as possible 

and infinitely to be desired. It never 

flings itself passionately against its 

limitations, seeking to push them 

back, and believing that the best 

is yet to be. The equilibrium 

10 



THE ENDLESS LIFE 

between its desires and its attain

ments is never greatly disturbed. 

To such a mind only that which 
1 - - .... 

can be measured is re;;!l. 

If we were to accept such a 

mood as final, we might dismiss 

the subject of immortality. It has 

no standing place before such a judg

ment seat. The faith in immortality - ---~·-··-·-- ----~-

is not a field of experience well - - - --- .. - . - -

s~rveyed and .. fixed .. by_ metes an~ 

bounds. It is rather the sense --that there is an unexplored terri

tory that stretches beyond the 

boundaries that we see. Man is 

an adventurer who cries,-

II 







THE ENDLESS LIFE 

1 of the boundless. The average 

man does not live habitually in the 

L awed consciousness that he is in 

r 
an infinite universe. He is dealing, 

as he thinks, with finite realities. 

He prides himself on his ability to 

see all around a subject and to 

exhaust its possibilities. He talks 

glibly of_ the J:>~gix:!_ning and the-e..Q_d 

of things. He has the ability so 

to concentrate his mind upon a 

single phase of the actual as to 

shut out all else. His mind is 

preoccupied by a multitude of petty 

cares. 

And yet, for all that, he does 

I4 





THE ENDLESS LIFE 

which once seemed final are not 

final ; that which he thought he 

understood is past all understanding. 

His mind is, instead of being merely 

an instrument of precision,-

the unimaginable lodge 

For solitary thinkings, such as dodge 

Conception to the very bourne of heaven, 

Then leave the naked brain. 

~ This experience comes whenever he 

allows himself leisure to turn from 

his immediate occupation, and look 

at the horizon. What lies beyond ? 

Words which seemed definitions 

become mere suggestions when he 

tries to understand them. Time, 

Space, Force,-these had seemed 

r6 









THE ENDLESS LIFE 

exertion is a revelation. At last 

he learns to use the forces outside 

himself. He exults over his dis

coveries, and then is overwhelmed, 

for he has come upon an energy 

which is without bounds. It moves 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

He cannot account for it, he cannot 

comprehend it, but it is here. 

All these discoveries of infinitude 

come about very simply and inevit

ably. There is an attempt to do a 

definite thing ; it turns out to be im

measurably greater than it seemed. 

The Hebrew sage describes the 

process. " He maketh the under-

20 
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standing to abound like Euphrates, 

and as Jordan in the time of har

vest ; the first man knew her not 

perfectly ; no more shall the last 

find her out. For her thoughts are 

more than the sea, and her counsels 

profounder than the great deep." 

He tells us how he became con

scious of these profounder depths. 

" I said, I will water my best gar

den ; and will water abundantly 

my garden bed ; and lo, my brook 

became a river, and my river 

became a sea." 

Now, how does this kind of ex

perience affect our thought of the 

21 





THE ENDLESS LIFE 

tion. But there is no answer. He 

contrasts the little world within 

with the great world without. 

Within he finds thought, feeling, 

hope, love, purpose, longing for the 

perfect. Without there is time, 

space, matter, unconscious force. 

Here is the contrast between the 

finite and the infinite, the transient 

and the permanent. It is thE:;_ wor1<! 

'!_117ithin, he says, that is the finite, the - - - - -·-
~cidental, the transitory ; t?~ w~rl~ . 

without is the eternal and the infi-

nite. Unconscious force is creative ; 

it has within itself infinite potency; 

it has the promise of permanency. 

23 
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which at first seemed to shut out 

all hope. 

At first the aspiring soul seems 

like "a wild thing taken in a trap, 

which sees the trapper coming 

through the wood ; " the struggle 

seems futile, and yet it never 

ceases. Here and there it seeks a 

way of escape. After a while we 

begin to be conscious that the 

struggle, which began so blindly, 

is not unrelated to the advancing 

order of the universe. The soul's 

struggle to free itself is the con

dition of efficiency. The human 

strife is not a rebellion against 

26 
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characteristic of such lives that they · 

overflow the narrow bounds of 

sense. They are full of august 1 
anticipations, they are thrilled by 

great hopes, they are impelled by 

an unmeasured thirst for good. Do ' 

not such lives compel us to revise I 
ideas derived altogether from a \ 

study of the world from which they . 

have emerged, and over which they } 

have triumphed ? 

They have been watering their 

gardens of love and hope god cQID'

~ge..;. may it not be that they have 

found the slender rill becoming a 

river and a sea? May there not be 

29 
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a _E. _infj.nitu<f~_of _ sp!rituallife match

ing the infinitude of physical energy? 

In discussing the question of im

mortality, one may attempt to trace 

its historic origins, in the mind of 

the primitive man. One may, as 

the result of contemporary observa

tion, attempt to set forth the atti

tude of the average modern man. 

In the one case we are confused by 

a jungle growth of superstition, in 

the other case we may find our

selves in an arid region of indiffer

ence. Nor are we better off when 

we consult some man of highly 

specialized intelligence. 





THE ENDLESS LIFE 

development, and to treat it as if it 

were final. 

There are minds with great 

powers of analysis which are 

devitalized and dehumanized. 

Emerson tells how such an intelli

gence disappoints us :-

Philosophers are lined with eyes within, 

And, being so, the sage unmakes the man. 
In love, he cannot therefore cease his trade ; 

Scarce the first blush has overspread his 

cheek, 

He feels it, introverts his learned eye 
To catch the unconscious heart in the very act. 

His mother died,-the only friend he had,

Some tears escaped, but his philosophy 

·Couched like a cat sat watching close behi!'.d 

And throttled all his passion. 

What we most desire to know is 

I .,o_ 
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THE ENDLESS LIFE 

the attitude of those whose human 

passion has been throttled neither 

by superstition, nor by worldly 

preoccupation, nor by too narrow 

intellectual interests. We desire 

the witness of the _!?roadl_y, sanely, 

se_nsitively human. We are asking 

the world-old question about "the 

fate of the man-child, the meaning 

of man." And we ask, " What 

does the man himself, when he is at 

his best, think about it ? What is 

the attitude of the man most man 

with tenderest human needs ? " 

What is the attitude of the 

ethical idealist, that is to say, the 

33 c 
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'man who is inspired by the pas

sion for human perfection, towards 

I immortality? 

Let us hasten to say that the first 

effect of sound ethical development 

is to quiet the impatient questioning, 

and to rebuke many of the insistent 

demands. The question of the 

duration of life is not in the fore

ground,-it waits on the prior 

question of the quality of life. 

There is a mere greed of existence 

which is pronounced unworthy, as 

if when one had partaken of a feast, 

he refused to give way to others, 

claiming as of right that which had 

34 
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been granted him by grace. The 

well-disciplined soul does not claim 

immortality as a reward for services 

done here. Duty is an obligation 

to be fulfilled, it does not involve 

an obligation toward us, Having 

done our part, we may not linger 

asking for further payment. Nor 

can we childishly refuse to re

cognize the sanction of moral law 

here, or the possibilities of noble 

living, until we are assured of 

continued existence. The ethical 

idealist takes the nobler alter

native:-

Is there no other life, pitch this one high. 

35 



THE ENDLESS LIFE 

In saying this we proclaim our 

moral independence. Allegiance to 

ideal righteousness is not con

tingent on what may or may not 

happen to us. Its values are 

intrinsic,-something we have 

already found real and command

ing. We live, and we are resolved, 

come what may, to make our lives 

worthy. We will fill them full of 

thought, of generous purpose, of 

human love, of divine aspiration. 

Though we may be but creatures 

of a day, in that day we will yield 

ourselves to the perfect whole. 

Life for us shall be at its maximum 
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and not at its minimum. How 

much of good may come to us we 

may not know beforehand ; but the 

good that does come to us, that we 

will hold fast. And the good that 

escapes us, what of that ? " The 

fluent image of the unstable best " 

is ours also. Ours, if not to hold, 

then ours to follow after. To be 

an idealist is to be one who takes 

counsel of his courage rather than 

his fears. He is one who, in every 

enterprise, is 

Still nursing the unconquerable hope, 

Still clutching the inviolable shade. 

For things still unattained he gives 

37 
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and hazards all he has. As he will 

not make his reason blind, neither 

will he allow his heart to grow cold 

nor his ideals to be dimmed. 

All this is dependent on no spec

ulation. It is a present experience. 

This is the kind of life which he 

has deliberately chosen, and which 

seems to him good. It is not a life 

of dull acquiescence in established 

conditions,-it is a life of creative 

activity. He is accustomed to pro

ject his thought into the future and 

then plunge forward to regain it. 

It is now no mere thought, but a deed. 

He has done this again and again. 
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To pitch this life high, does it not 

mean to develop all the nobler 

powers and trust them to the utter

most? It means,-

To suffer woes which Hope thinks infinite; 
To forgive wrongs darker than death or 

night; 
To defy Power which seems omnipotent; 

To love, and bear; to hope till Hope creates 
From its own wreck the thing it contem-

plates. 

Thus the man has lived. At last 

the moment comes when life 

strikes hard on death. For that 

moment, too, comes the word, 

" Pitch this one high." That 

means that he is to summon his 

best, that he is to keep on as afore-
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time with his face toward the light, 

-he is to keep on,-hoping, loving, 

daring, aspiring. 

And then comes the sudden 

silence, and to us who watch the 

brave ongoing all things seem pos

sible. All things seem possible save 

that there should be no path for 

these patient feet. 

The total impression made upon 

us by the noblest human life is not 

that of a completed work. It is 

not Death and the Statue,-Death 

putting the finishing touch to a 

masterpiece. It is Death and the 

Sculptor. The Sculptor's eyes are 

4I 
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flashing with creative genius, his 

power is yet unexhausted, his will

ing hand is outstretched. Between 

the workman and his work Death 

intervenes. So far and no farther, 

he says : forever and forever the 

work must remain incomplete. 

A work abruptly broken off. A 

marvellous dawn ending in sudden 

eclipse ; a glorious promise unful

filled. Is this all ? 

Here we have the interest of 

ideal ethics in continued life. We 

~
are told that disinterested virtue 

makes a man indifferent to his own 

existence. He must be willing to 

42 
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A hundred times the good man 

has said that. He has gone forth 

not knowing whither he went. It 

is not the weakness of selfishness, 

it is the soldierly spirit, that makes 

him at the utmost verge of the 

earthly life long for new opportu

nity. He asks for no reward for 

things done, only the wages of going 

on. Still he cries with unabated 

ardour, " Here am I, send me." 

In all this there is not the egot

istic clinging to a personal posses

sion, there is rather the devotion to 

spiritual realities. The primary 

assertion is that of the eternal 

44 
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values, there is a recognition of 

that inner treasure which the He-
1 

brew sages called wisdom. " The 

true beginning of her is the desire 

of discipline, and the desire of disci- I 

:line is love of her, and love of her \ 

1s observance of her laws, and to 

give heed to her laws compriseth 

incorruption, and incorruption bring-

eth near to God. In kinship to 

wisdom is immortality and in her 

frie;1dship is good delight." 

·vvhat are the things which most 

bear the impress of the Eternal,

which seem most truly to mirror 

the p:Jwer of God ? Wisdom, love, 

duty, joyous a;1d free service. 
45 
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THE ENDLESS LIFE 

But what do these words mean ? 

They express personal qualities, 

they are attributes of a living being. 

They are doubtless potentialities of 

the universe, bound up in its neces

sary causation, but to us they have 

been revealed in human conscious-

ness. 

Cl. , For unnumbered ages atoms have 

t;;;f been moved about by forces as in

. destructible as themselves. They 
I 

I 
have floated in mists of fire, they 

have been gathered into molten I billows, they have been whirled into 

worlds and systems of worlds, they 

have risen in clouds, they have 
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Physical force remains physical 

force, atoms remain atoms through 

all the metamorphosis. There is 

thus far no room for rebellion 

1 against the hurrying fate. "Dust 

: to dust,"- there is no repining 

\ against that law, as long as the dust 

z's dust, and nothing more. 

But the time comes when there 

is something more. Out of the 

dust there emerges a creature 

whose existence in the material 

world is nothing short of a miracle. 

: Connect him as closely as you may 

with all that went before, and yet 

J h · r ' h h' j t e amazmg .act remams t at 1s 
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rway, my will shall not yield to cir

cumstance, but only to a higher will. 

Molecules, however 
I 

organized, 

do not naturally thus utter them-

j selves. Chemical reactions are not 

' thus expressed. There are no 

; equivalents for this new power in 

I the mechanical forces. 

Are we not compelled to say, 

( 

" We are in the presence of a new 

and higher kind of energy. The 

stupendous fact is the existence of 

a living will. Out of a universe of 

I 
purposeless force there comes a 

purposeful will devoted to absolute 

good." Can that be true? Our in-

50 
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neath us into a featureless expanse. 

We tire of looking down. 

But the glimpse of spiritual in

finitude is like the glimpse of 

mountains towering above us, 

range upon range, peak above peak. 

Looking up we see no end, we are 

inspired by the immensities. There 

is in us the unstilled desire for that 

which lies beyond. Did ever lover 

tire of the thought of l~vLet~al, 
------------~----

the vaster passion gathering all 

unto itself, guarding all and keeping 

all ? The truth-lover tires of the - - ·- ---~--- -· 

accumulation of unrelated facts, but 
.- - -- .--

he does not tire of Truth, Truth . -- ________ .. __ -

53 
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What does this talk of Thee and 

Me signify ? It is only the material 

Universe talking in its sleep? 

There have always been those to 

whom this is wildly incredible. 

The talk of Thee and Me is not to 

be lightly dismissed. Something 

out of the Universe speaks. At 

first it is but a cry out of the dark, 

then the speech becomes more co

herent. The talk of Thee and Me 

becomes the talk of relations of 

justice, mercy, and love. It reveals 

a universal order. It reaches into 

prayer and worship. The lan

guage is still personal : " I in thee, 

56 
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cease to be anxiously concerned 

about its fate. Its essential nature is 

the best argument for its perpetuity. 

There is a serene mood that is not 

impatient for further proof. It 

accepts 

With faith that comes of self~control, 
The truths that never can be proved 
Until we close with all we loved, 

And all we flow from, soul in soul. 

This we may say : that the faith 

that comes of self~control rests not 

on the weakness, but on the 

strength, of human nature. It is 

the faith not of mere visionaries, 

but of those who have learned by 

doing. It is a faith that has 

58 
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great allies ; 
Its friends are exultations, agonies, 
And love, and man's unconquerable mind. 

It is the faith of multitudes who, 

coming out of great tribulation, break 

forth at last into victorious song. 

It is a faith that lies deep in the 

heart of many a man who dares 

make no dogmatic assertion, like 

those disciples of whom it was once 

written, " They yet believed not, 

for joy, and wondered." This 

wondering joy in life inspires a 

deeper confidence than many a 

laboured argument. 

It is a faith that is born anew in 

59 



THE ENDLESS LIFE 

unselfish friendship. Many a man 

who would not claim immortality 

for himself, yet reverently recog

nizes in another greater than him

self "the power of an endless life." 

I have seen, he says, a life that is 

to me a revelation. I cannot doubt 

but that all is well with him,-

That friend of mine who lives in God. 

This above all,-it is a faith 

which we all share when we are 

brought into the presence of a 

supremely great soul. Then we 

know that there is an infinitude of 

love and wisdom that matches the 

infinitudes of space. 

6o 
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1 doubt ? If our hope rests ultimately 

on the eternal goodness, why has 
I 

I 
not that eternal goodness allayed 

our anxieties ? Should we not 

expect a revelation so definite that 

j in all these generations it should 

have given peace to those ' who 

through fear of death were all their 

lifetime subject to bondage ' ? 

Faith in immortality is in its last 

\ analysis faith in God, ' in knowledge 

\ of whom standeth our eternal life.' 

\ Why is not this knowledge 

I clearer ? " 

So Browning's "Cleon" med

itated. To him the lack of a de-

62 
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finite revelation seemed equivalent 

to the denial of the human faith. 

I dare at times imagine to my need 
Some future state revealed to us by Zeus. 
Unlimited in capability 
For joy, as this is in desire for joy, 

To seek which, the joy-hunger forces us: 
That, stung by .straitness of our life, made 

strait 
On purpose to make sweet the life at large
Freed by the throbbing impulse we call death. 
We burst there as the worm into the fly, 
Who, while a worm still, wants his wings. 

But, no! 
Zeus has not yet revealed it ; and, alas ! 
He must have done so- were it possible! 

The instinct is a true one which 

insists that immortality belongs to 

the sphere of "revealed religion." 

Following this instinct religious 

63 
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' men have rested everything not 

on reasoning but on miracle. Once 

upon a time, they say, God graci

ously drew aside the veil which had 

hidden the future and made known 

the glorious fact of continued exist

Those to whom this favour 

(

ence. 

was given had full assurance, and 

we, believing in their testimony, can 

share their confidence. 

For those who are able to receive 
I 

; such evidence as conclusive, im-

1 mortality is accepted with the same 

I kind of assurance that belongs to 

I any ascertained fact. But th~J:C...a,te. 
-~~-__..,._ 

those to whom . thiS-fl:ame_af_ .mind ------ --_ ... - -··-
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cannot say, Some things necessary 

to our salvation God graciously re

vealed to us, and other things He 

left us to find out for ourselves. 

We rather say : There is an eternal 

revelation of Truth. It is not 

arbitrary or spasmodic. It is 

never premature. It comes con

stantly "answering unto man's en

deavour." Its organ is personal 

consciousness, 

A stone lies on the ground. The 

sun shines upon it, the rain falls, 

the eternal sky is above it, but it 

knows nothing and can know no

thing of all this. Men come and 

66 
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take it out of its place, they carve 

it into forms of beauty, they place 

it in a temple, they bow down be

fore it and worship it. But all this 

is unrevealed. 

A child is born. It, too, is sur

rounded by realities which are at 

first veiled from it. It knows 

neither itself nor the world into 

which it has come. But immedi

ately the process of unveiling be

gins. At first everything is without 

form and void, but as the days go 

by, outlines more and more definite 

appear. The nebulous splendour of 

the light is distinguished from the 

67 
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darkness, and there is the day and 

the night. A friendly face is re

cognized, and there is the first 

apprehension of the mystery of love. 

With the swift years the revealing 

goes on. Practical wisdom is re

vealed through labour. The know

ledge of natural law comes through 

experiment. The moral law is 

revealed to the growing conscience. 

Sympathy comes with the experi

ence of sorrow. Knowledge comes 

only as the mind has been prepared 

to receive it. It cannot come other

wise. First there is the seeking, 

then by slow degrees the finding, 

68 
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and the seeking itself is an essential 

part of the revelation. It is an 

educative process, and not a 

magical transformation scene. Its 

purpose is not to relieve our an

xieties but to strengthen and purify 

our natures. 

God may not have revealed eternal 

life through some miracle which 1 

makes doubt impossible. Neither ' 

has He so revealed the laws o/ 

health, or the motions of the planets} 

or the fundamental principles o 

art, or the ideals of true statesman

ship. Yet all these things are be

ing revealed through the develop-

69 
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We might conceive that anything 

so essential as the laws of health 

should have been revealed fully at 

the beginning of human history. 

Nothing is so desirable as health of 

the body. It is not an artificial con

dition, but a life according to nature. 

And yet no knowledge has been 

longer delayed. The simplest truths 

have slowly come into the field of 

human consciousness. Even those 

who have most eagerly sought for 
- ·-~-•o~·- L .,_,, =--. _ ••- - ·~ _ -

health have had to learn through 

their own failures. Such univers

ally diffused blessings as fresh air 

and sunshine have been overlooked, 

71 











THE ENDLESS LIFE 

dence born of the health of the 

spirit. 

Why art thou cast down, 0 my Soul ? 
And why art thou disquieted within me? 
Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise 

him 
Who is the health of my countenance 

and my God. 

There is a faith in immortal life 

which has characterized visionaries 

There is an ecstatic confidence of 

those whose souls have been filled 

with a sudden glory. But more 

convincing to most of us is the 

sober confidence of the simple man 

who stands in his integrity un

daunted by death. He sees no 

miraculous visions, but he is stead-
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So he came to the house where he 

was, and delivered to his hands 

these lines : • Thou art commanded 

to be ready against this day seven

night, to present thyself before thy 

Lord at his Father's house. And 

for a token that my message is 

true, all the daughters of music 

shall be brought low.' Then Mr. 

Honest called for his friends and 

said unto them, • I die but shall 

make no will. As for my honesty, 

it shall go with me ; let him that 

comes after be told of this.' 

" When the day that he was to 

be gone was come, he addressed 
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himself to go over the river. Now 

the river at that time overflowed 

its banks in some places; but Mr. 

Honest in his lifetime had spoken 

to one Good-Conscience to meet 

him there, the which he also did, 

and lent him his hand and so helped 

him over. The last words of Mr. 

Honest were ' Grace reigns.' So 

he left the world.'' 

Our doubts and fears vanish when 

we see Mr. Honest standing by 

the river's brink talking with happy 

earnestness with his friend Good

Conscience. They talk of the good 

they have experienced and of the 
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', ~; ... \--~ · .greater go ey still are seeking 

\(;L • ~:~:,~~',..; ; 
~-~--~~ 

to them as 

Those who share that faith re-

cognize, in all humility, their own 

limitations ; but they recognize a 

power that transcends these lim

itations. It has manifested itself 

in the simplest lives. It has given 

to them a meaning that is inex

haustible. " Beloved, now are we 

the sons of God, and it doth not yet 

appear what we shall be. •' Conscious 

of the divine quality of the present 

-~~;-,~~~t q_~nit~fford to wait for the 

· ·'· 'things which do not yet appear. 
/' ~. 
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A lne of one 

fcsr each day the 
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