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4. God. is Omniscient; and man mllst tt·y to compre
hend His qualities. 

5. Comprehension of Divine Qualities is possible 
through self-purification and renunciation. 

6. No one can hal'Ul a !}iifi; and he enjoys the tortures 
to which he is subjected. 

7. To save himself from troubles the ~ii.fi should not 
express all that is in his ken as only a few can un
derstand those conceptions. 

8. One who forgets God forgets everything, and God 
alone can guide him back to the right path. 

9. Divine favours are propo1·tionate to human labour , 
aud the utmo t exertions are met with unbounded 
munificence. 

10. God is free from directions. 

11. Self-m01·tification is the only road to self-emancipa
tion. 

12. God alone will remain for ever; all else is transitory. 

Only one manuscript of the "Language of the Ants" 
is known which is extant in Constantinople, Aya Sofya No. 
4821, foiL 8~-97. It was mitten in 677 A.H. 'rhis MS. of 
mixed contents contains also other tracts e. g., SuHRAWERDI's 

Mu'nis ul-'Ushshaq, foll. 48a-59b (Of. 0. SPIES, The Lovers' 
F'1iend, p. 19>; A~MAD UL-GRAZALis', SattJanih, foll. 97a-
12~b. (Cf. H. Ritter, Plnlologica Vll, Der Islam, Vol. XXI, 
p. 94) etc. 

III. ~afir-i-Simurgh 

"The Note of Simurgh'' is a mysticaltract. It i d.ivid~d 
into two part.s (g~sm} of three chapters ( fa~l) each. 'I he 
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In this mam1er a l'Ollh'o\·erxy aro:-;e. A cll•xtJ·ollH ~mt 

among-:,;t them said: ''\Vait for a lllOlllellt Ito :-:eel wl1i<·h \Yay 

is it inclined, for eYery one l1as an attract.io11 towards tlte 

side of its origin and :lll inclination for adhesion to it:-; mi11e 

and source. All thiugs are drawn towards thetr <·hoil'e. 
I )oil 't yon ~>ee that. a <·lod of Parth is thr01n1 tol\·ard:-; thP 

snnotmclino·8, bnt sin<·e its ori!.!·in is a st011e, and sill('C thl· rtde n ,, 

of "•\ 11 tIt i 11 gs returH to tit f•i r orig·i 11 '' is \Ye Il-l Hid, the d(Jd 
hltnlly comes dow11. \\rhaten·1· retreats to pure darkne:-:s has 

ah;o that I darknesH 1 for its sottr('e. A11cl 011 tl1e si<l<> of tltl' 

lig·ht (If J>i,·inity this fact i:-: more eYident with reg-nrd to :1 

lloble esxeuce, Uocl forhicl ;tny supposition of a ttnlon. 

\VlmteYer seeks light is :11:-:o fmm light." 

The a.Hts were in tltis I di:-:('llssimtl wht>tt thl' 81111 g:rt·w 

warm and the dew beg·an to rise fmm.tlte f:IC'<' of tit<· yeo·e· 
' ~ 

tation. The <lllts, I then!, <'Hlllf' to know thnt it did 11ot 

helo11g to the earth; it we11t to t11(• air as it helongc·c1 to 

the air. "Light npon light; ,\11<111 guicleth unto this lig·ht 
whom He will; aml r\llalt speaketh to nwt1kincl in ~dlegorie:-;." 1 

'·And that thy Lord, lle is the goa1.'':2 '·('lltn Ilin1 good 

words nscend, and tltl' piou~ clet:d doth IIe exalt." :l 

Some tttrtles had " 11est on the shore. At a <·ertain 

time they were ga;r,ing upon the sea by way of recrea
tion. A speekled bird was playing on the surface of the 

'vater after the habit of the bird:'l. Sometimes it diYecl and 
sometin1es it emerged. Oue of them asked: ''Is thi:;; agree

able form "·atery or airy '(" Another said: "If it had not 

been watery, what. had it to do with water." A third one 

said: ''1£ it is watery it c:umot li...-e without water." 

1. Quran XXIY, 3;3. 

2. Qman Llll, ±3. 

3. Qurn.n XXXV, 11. 
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( 'HAI'TEH FonL 

Kaikhnsraw had a world-di~playing- cttp. \\'hate,·er he 

likeclllC conhl im;peet there. lie saw the uuivct·se and 

became iufomtPcl of <·ott(·0aled tltittg-s. It had be('ll made 

hy a sla.Ye, out of leather, in the form of a <'Olte. lie had 
plaeed thPreon an openi11g and dosing meehaniHm. \Vheu 

he W<Ptted to see one of the eon<'ealed thing·s he opened the 

<·oyer. \\'hen be ltad (lpelH'd all fastenings it did not come 

ont. \Vhen he lmd elosed all it eame out of tlte turning 

i11;-;trnmcnt. \Yhe11 the Rllll was on head, he placed that eup 
ag·ainst it. "Wlten the light of the snn fell 011 it all drawings 

and linPs of thf' world appeared tltere. "And \Yhen the em-th 

is spread out and hath ea;.;t ont all that was in her, ~tlld is 

eutpty aml atteutiYe to her Lord in fear! Thou, Yerily, 

() nulll, art working tow:ml tl1y Lord a work whieh thon 

wilt meet rin His Pre~elll't).''l ":\ot a se<'ret of you will be 

hidden.''~ "A soul will ]mow wltat it ltatlt se11t befor0 it HJI(l 

wltat left lwhiud." :l 
l'en.;e: 

"\Vhen I l1eard frmn my master the des<·1iption of 
the cup of .Jem 

I waH myself the world-displaying cnp of .J em''. 

J re/'se : 

"They talk of the \YOrld-di:"playing enp, 

Onr woollen cloth is that old buried cup.'' 

This is from .Tunaycl:" ''The nightly flasheR of light 

Hhine " ' hen they appear." 

CHAJ>TETI FJYE. 

~omeone heeame friendly \Yith one of the kings of the 

JitmR. He ~aid to hi111: ''How can I see you?" He replied: 

1. Qnran LXXXI\', 3 G. 

2. Qumn LXIX, lR. 

:3. Qman LXXXII,;). 



"If yon want to l1aYe the achantage of seeing ns pnt so1ne 

fmnkineeuse in tire and throw away all the pie(·es of iron 

that are in the house; and of tl1e se\'en metals, all tl1at 

produce noise ~wd sonnd. <~[>ollntion shnn!'' I A11cl rP

moYe eYerythiug that has noise i11 :-;lability and ('ompetlliolt

ship. '·Theil hear with them <mel S<t)' : Peact• !" :2 'l'heu look 

out of the window after haYiug sat in a cirde <llld ha\' ing 

burned fnmkincew;e, You will s(•t• 111e; for othen; '•it i:-; m1 <'\ il 

similitude.":\ They a:-;ked .Juuayd-ntay God han: mel'(')' 011 

him: "What is 'ra~a\Ywnf?" lie replied: ''They are t l1e 

people of a house which uohody except them e11ters.'' Khwaj:t 

Abtl Sa'id Khan{Lz 4 nuw Ood haYe menT 011 him-~said: . . 
"~Jy Cflutlities rose for the HOYereig·n altogether, 

My qnctlities clisapp<'nr!:'cl when ~Ton diHappearecl fro111 
the prism1, 

And he disappp:n·ed on whose acconnt. was my 
ab::;etlce, 

So this was my mmihilation, understand, 0 people of 
senseR. 

, 

In reply to one he says tlw \'erHe: 

"I am perplexed and I clo not know on account of 

my perplexity wl1o I am, 

Exeept w·hat people Hay abont me ctnd my C'(~mpa-. , 
lll011R. 

One of the great men Hay:-;: "Cnt off the attachments 

and cast ont the ohsta.Ples so that yon witness the Lord of the 

1. Quran LXXIV, 5. 
2. Qman XLIII, 8. 

3. Qman XYI, 62. 

4. Jl){i Sa'irl Al:tmacl b. 'Isii al-Klwrrri.::, born in Bagilad clied in 

Cairo in 286 A. H.-899 "\.. D. For his life of T~rikh Baghdad, Vol. IY 
p. 276; Sbac1Mra£ II 192; his doctrine is developed by 1\Iassignon, Lexique 

Technique, p. 270-73; Selections from his sayings: Uassignon, Textes 
inedits p. 42. 
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day"?" '!'he hoopoo rPpliPd: .. 'l'hi . .; ts a ::-;tnlllg<' thing; all 

lllO\'emetlt~ are done ill the day." 'l'lte fairies said: ''Per

haps yon art' macl. IIow ean anyone :-we a thing in the clark 

day wh£>11 thP Slln he<'OIIICS clark'?'' IJe HIIS\YCI'l'd: ''it is just 

the opposite. Yon h:t\'(' all the lights of thi,.; \\'OI'l<l through 
the light of ~hP sun. All the llllllinons ohjeels obtain lig·ht 

aud <H'<IIIire brillian<'y frotn it. 'l'IH'.\' <·:dl it ''t•yn of the sun," 

het'HilRl' It Is the !-Wlll'l'l' of light." 

Thc>y C'<>lltpelled him (to explain') how an:·otte t':tll sf'<' a 

thitt!.!,' i11 the cla.\·. I Ie said: '·In int:winin"· tltincn; \\'(' 
.J ::- e e 

connPd. them with onrselve~. All pen;on:-; see in the clay 
and behold, T atn sPeitw. I am in thP world of obsen·ation ' r-> • 

To my eyes thP n~ils arP n·tnoved. In spite of my clouhts 

I ]H'rceive hrilliaut snl'faecs hy wn:· of rc\'elation." 

'l'lt8 fairit•s, 011 hcariug- tltis story, forthwith hcgan to 

lamc11t and raised a tumult and toiaid to one another: "'l'his 
bird asserts perspicacity in the day when there is a presump

tion of hlincl.ness." 'l'lw:· immediately attacked the ey0s of 

the hoopoo with their beaks and claws and abused him and 
call<:'cl him '·one who can see in the day'' because purblind
uess was a Yirtne to tltem. They f'aicl: '·If you do notre

pPnt then· is fe;n· of your death." The hoopoo thought: 

''If I do 11ot withdraw the:· will kill me becan:--:e mo~tly they 
wonncl the eye; and cleatlt and blindne~s "·ill oecnr simnlta

ncom;ly." He received the im;piration "f-ipeak to the people 

according to their intelligence.'' lie immPdiah·ly dosed his 

eyes ancl s:~id, ·•Here! I ltaYe also attained to yonr state and 

he<·ottw hlittd.'' 

\\'!ten thP.\' fonn<l thi1ws to be tints, they refrained from 

h<':ttittg- and eltarging·. The hoopoo came to know that the 
proposition, ''To dintlg·e the Di,·ine secret i:-; unbelief, to 

diYnlge the se('l'et of predestination il'l rebellion, and to 

pnhlislt :1 secn't is unhdiPf" is cmTettf anlOllg'Ht the fariC'R. 



Upto the time of departure he nsed to pretencl hli11Clness 

with great difficulties aud n:-;ed to "ay: 

''Many a time have l 1-~aid tltat I will di,·~tlg·e, 

'VhateYer Renetl~ then' an' iu the world. 
Bnt ont of fear of the ~wmd ;mel Hlaps 011 tlw llC('k 

There are a thOIIHaud ties 011 Ill\' tong11e." 

lie was distre:'isecl in hinuwlf aucl said: '' \' erily in the 

honRC of my friend is lmowlcdg·e in a g:n·at atnontlt, if I fi11d 
for it tho~:;e who will take it." "If the ,·pj) i-; remoH•cl, my 
belief will not be incre;v·;ed'' ~tncl thP ,·er;-;e "Ko that they 

won'lhip not Allah Who hringetl1 fortlt the hidden iu the 

heavens and the earth."l "Aucl thPre is not<~> tl1ing· 1JIIt with 

Us are the Htore:s tl1ereof; and \V e Ht'lHl it not down sa' l' i11 
appointeclmeaRttn·." :2 

A king had a garden wltieh waH nen·r withont swePt 

ba:-;ilH, Ycrclnre, and place:-; of plea:-mre, in all tl10 fonr 
seasons. Great :-;treams were rtmni11g there :md 111Hit ,. 

varieties of birch; prod need cliff8reut sorts of tom·s 011 t lte 

Hides of the hra11cheH. EYery t11ne that could <·mnp to tltP 

mind and eYery beanty that could come to the inwgittation 

waH available in that garden. Of all that, there was a llHill

ber of peacocks with extreme gelltleness, heanty a11d gTnee, 
that liYecl and resided there. 

One clay the king cang·ltt a peaeo('k ont of them alld 

ordered !tim to be sewn in leather HO tltat 110 colour of his 

feathers remai11ed Yi~ible. Ile eonlcl11ot obRern hi:-; beauty 
howeYer much lte tried. According to his (king\;) order a 

basket was placed OYer him in tlte garden wltitlt had not hut 

1. Quran XXYif, 2.'5. 

2. Quran XV, 27. 



one hole through whic·h they pnt a little tuillet for the. ake of 

Yi<'lnals and provisio11 of his liYelilwod. 

'I'in1f's passecl. Tl1is peaeoek forgot llitus<·lf, the ki11 

clo111, rhe ga nle11 :111<1 tl1e other peac·o<·ks. 1 Ie looked a 

hi111self and eonld 110t see aHythillg t·. eept the dirty 

\\TPkhed lt>ather and a Yery dark aud nueven habitation. 

lit• ma<l<' up with tl~<tt, <llld eontirmed in his mind that th 

<·an IJt' no land larg·er tiHnl the ha~e of thP ba ·ket. So tha 

he tll'lnl.\· helieYed that if anyo11e contends a pleasure aud 

dwelling an<l a perfeetion beymtcl thi:-;, it "·ill be absoln 

hen·s~·· <·omplete Llnmll•r and pure ignoranee. Bnt, wheneY 

a win(l blew aud he re(·eiYecl the sntells of flower:-;, t 

ros!'s, YiolPts, je~~mnines and Yarieties of hasils through th 

hoJL' ill' found a Stl'HIIg·e pJ<·aSlll'(', ,\ ('OIIIIIIOfiotJ II]'} 

in hint nnd he experienced tht> cll'light of Hig l1t. 
a de,;ire in l1in1, hut he clid not 1-:now \\ ltl'l'l' the dt>sn·e e:m1 

fnnn, lH•<·ause he eo11sideretl hint,;elf no other thau tl 
leather, a11<l tl1e world 110 otl1er than the basket, aud th 

food no otla·r than the 111illd. liP had for~·otl<'ll l'H'n·thin ~ 

A11(l al,;o, when hP :-;ometimes heard the not<'s and :-;olll 

of th!' peaeocks and the tnnes of the other hinll", hi~ des 

<md inc·lination becanH' manifest, but he di(l not Leeo 

aware throngh the smmds of the birds and the 1 J!owing of tl 

lllOl'llillg· hr eezr. One day he was E'IIjoying thesP: 

·'There rame to me tlw m<wnlllg' hreezr almost saying 

I am a messeng·er to yon from the friends.'' 

For a lm1o· timP he remained meditati1w what ,.... ~ 

swf'et sllwlli11g· wi1Hl was and where tl1osc melodion. som1 

<'anH· from. 

"0 lig·htning that tlashes, 

From wlwt si<lcs of thl· C'ndosnre do yon spread?" 
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proof against fire.l And the. moming breeze comes from 
his breath, therefore the loYers tell it the secrets of their 
hearts and minds. 

And all that has beeH writte11 here i::; <·onccalecl from 
what is in the breast; a part of it it: a brief acc.:ount of him 
and his note. 

First Part about the Beginnings and it has three 
Chapters. 

Chapter o11e on the excellence of thiH seien<"e. 
Chapter iwu on what appears to the Ahl-i-Badti.ya. 
Chaptel" three on 'l'muquillity. 

Second Part about the Ends and it has three 
Chapters. 

Chapter one on Aunihilatio11. 

Clwpter t1ro on The more learned one is the more perfec-t he i:;. 

Chapter three on 'l'he affirmation of man':-; reli~l1 towards the 

'!'ruth. 

PART 0 :~n: 

ABOUT THE Bb:GINNINGS 
CIIAIYfER 0NB 

o~ THE E:s:CELLEXCE OF THIS SciEXCE O''ER ALL Onnm Sf'TEXCE~. 

Be it not unkno·wn to the light-hearted tl1at the 
preference of a science to others is due to seYeral 
reasons. Firstly, the "known" should be nobler, e. g. gold
smithship is preferable to pack-saddle-craft ; because that 
deals with gold and this other with wood and wool. 

Secondly, because the arguments of this science are 
stronger than those of any other science. 

1. Cf. Encycl. of Islam s.v. Simurgh s.v. and 0. Spies in "Hand
woerterbuch des deutschen 1\Iaerchens, herg. von L. Mackensen, Yol. II, p. 7L 
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seen my Lord'' and 'Ali-may God Leantify his face- says, 
"If the veil is removed, my Lelief is not inereased."1 And here 
secrets are concealed which are not proper [toLe dealt with I 
in this place. 

~Vitlz 1·egard to imJ!OI'tance.-'l'llere 1s no donut 
that for men there is nothing more important than 
the greatest felicity. Rather, all questions cannot be treated 
iu this brief treatise. Ancl the greatest of the nH.·tms of 
access is ma'rifa. 

So from all aspects it is proved that 1na'rijit is noLler 
thau all sciences.:3 And J llll<Lyd-peace Le upon him- said, 
"If I lmew that under the sky there is a science in this world 
nobler than that in which the seekers of ma'rij(t contemplate, 
I would have engaged myself to bny it ~mel would h_ave toiled 
in the best way to acquire it untill had got it. " 

A A 

CHAPTER Two o~ '''nAT APPEARS TO TilE Anu-BADAY.\.. 

The first lightning that comes to the souls of the Seekers 
from the presence of DiYinity is accidents and flashes; and 
those ligllts dawn upon the so11l of the [mystic j traYeller 
from the ·world of Divinity; aud it is deliKhtful. 

Its onrush is like this: that a dazzling light suddenly 
comes, and soon disappears; a11d "He it is \Vho shows you 
the lightning.''3 

From the second point of view it refers to the "times" 
of the Companions of Seclusion. The f;)Ufis call these 
accidents " time " and it is therefore that one says, '' Time 
is sharper than the sword " and they have said, ,, rrime is 
a cutting sword." In the Book of God there are many 
references to that, as jt is sl:lid : "'l'he splendour ofl-Iis light-

1. Lit. "I do not take certainty in excess". Of. also p·. 22. 
2. Of. L. J'l1assignon, La Passion II, 545; the same, Tawasin p. 156. 
3 Quran X:.III, 13. · 





sible that sometime this :-tate does come to one who is without 
ascetic dis('ipline, bnt he remains mtaware. 

If one "·ails for it in tltc days of 'Icl-festiYitics wh en men 
go to places of worship. a11d when raised voi<'es and loud 
glorifications and ltarsh dmnours take pla<'e and soullCls of 

<'ymbals and trnmppts }H'(>vail-if he is a man of illtelligeJJ<'e 
havi1w a sonnclnatme ~mel n·mc·morizeH the diviue states, he ,.., 

"·ill at mwe find 1l1i!> effe<·t wlti<·h is very pleasaut. 

And like,vise it is iu battles "·lten me11 c·ome fac·e to face 
and the clamour of the waniors rises and there is Jt ei!!·hing-

c, L. 

of the horses and tlte :-;omtcls of the drnm and the military 
baud 'become loml<'r, and men ell gage in fig-ht :111d 1111sheath 

swords: 1f some one has a little pnrity of heart, even if be is 
not a man of I ascetic I dis('ipline, he " ·ill c·ome to know of this 
state provided 1hat at that time he rememorizes the divine 
states and bringR to mind the sonls of the departed and the 
ohRervation of [Divine I Majesty and tlte rows of the high 
assembly. 

Similarly, if somebody sitR on a galloping l10rse and 
makes it rnn very harcll and tbinks that he is leaving the 
body a~ide a11cl becoming extremely reYerent and going to 
the presence of [ DiYine J Existence in the state of the soul 
exclusively and to be included in the rows of the saints-an 
effect like this state will also appear to l1im, although he is 
not a deYotee of discipline. And here there are secrets which 
only a few can understand in these clays. 

'Vhen these lightniitgs come to men tl1ey affect the brain 
to some extent, and it2 may also appear in the brain and 
shoulder and back, etc; so that the vein begins to pulsate and 

1. The use of OJ; as an adverb of a verbal noun is very old 
and is not commonly found now-a-days, comp. also the use of ~:.Ia" in the 
same way. 

2. i. e. the effect. 
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pleasant forms through the <·ompact of his <•mlfigllify with 
the spiritual world. 

Of the stages of the People of LoYe this iH the iJtterme
diate one. 

In the state between awakening aliCl s1e<·p he l1cars 
terrible YOice~ and stnlllge 11oises at the tillle of tl1c :-;]limber 

of 'l'ran<plillity and sees lmge lightH a11d he lllay bt:('Ollle 
helpless through superabnHdau('e of delight. 

These! aceide11h; are accorcling to the Seekers I of 'J'mthJ 

and not in the manner of a gnmp who close tl1eir eyes in 

their privacy aml cherish phantasieH. Had they Hew;ed tl1e 
lights of the truthful, many wonlcl h<we been the :-;orrows 
encountering tl1em; '' A11d there those who deemed it Yaiu 
willlol:le."l 

PART 'l''VO ABOUT TilE ENDS and it ltas three 

C'hrt pters. 

CrrAFrEn 0:NE ON AN~IliiLATION. 

And thiR Tranquillity becomes snch that if ma11 deHires 
to keep it off from himself he cmmot do so. Then man 
reaches such a stage that whenever he likes, he gives up tl1e 
body and goes to the world of [Divine] :\lajesty; and his 
ascents reach the high spheres. And whenever he likes or 
desires he can do so. So wheneYer he looks at himself l1e 
becomes happy, because he discerns the radiance of God's 
light [falling] on him. Hitherto it is a defect. 

If he exerts further1 he also passes this stage. He 
becomes such that he does not look OJJ himself and his know
ledge of his existence is lost; this is called ''fanc;-i-al,·ba1'". 

1. Quran XL, 78. 
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'Vhen one forgets himself and also forgets the forgetfulness 

it is called ''jana dar fan a". 
And as long as they delight in ma'r~fa they are at a 

loss. 'rhis is reckoned amongst latent polytheism. On the 
other hand, he reaches perfection when he loses knowledge 1 

in the "known", because, whoever delights in "knowledge'' 
likewise as in the "known" has made that2 his object. He 
is ''alone" when in the "Known'' he gives np the thought of 
''knowledge." "'When the knowledge of humanity also 
disappears it is the state of Obliteration, aucl is the stage 
of "Everyone that is in it, will pass away and there remaineth 
but the face of Thy Lord, the Glorions ~mel Beneficient."3 

One of tlte Reekers says that "There is no God but 
God" is the unification of the commmt-folk, and ''There is 
no He but Him" is the unification of the higher class. He 
has erred in the classification. 

There are five grades of Ta~t!dd. One is ''There is no 
God but God" ancl this is the l;nification of the common
folk who negative Deity4 from what is not God. These 
people are the commonest of the common. 

Beyond this sect there is another group, nobler in com
parison to these and commoner in comparison to another sect. 
Their unification is "There is no He but Him". 'rhis [group] 
is higher than the first one. And their place is higher, 
because the first group only negative divinity from what is 

1. i.e., knowledge about the acquirements. 

2. i.e., knowledge. 

3. Quran LV, 27, 28. 

4.. i.e., negate divinity from what is not God. 
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that it should be the passnge of CYery comer, and the 
objectiYe of enry mes:enger, a}l(l the aim and object of 
eYery seeker-while, '·Few of my sernmts are thankfuL'' l 

In the nature of mankind, in spite of the great nmnber 
of the limbs of the bo<ly, there is not more than "one dot"~ 
worthy of the horizon of Di,·inity. "\Ye found there bnt 
one hom;e of those snrrcnclerc<l I to Allah!."~~ So when the 
case of the constitution of a person is in this fashion that out 
of the many facnlties and limbs, and of the t·omposition of 
mankind with its multiplicity of compositions, there it:> not 
more than one c! capable of making progress, then the eondi
tion of a populated plac·c shollld also be conj nnctmed to be 
in the same wise. Then the talk i::; better unexpressed; and 
these are two couplets of mine : 

"In the corner of the taYern are many men, 
\Vho read the secrets of the tablet of existence. 
They are ont of the eYil of the afflictions of the 

reYolutious of the firmaments, 
They know; and are glad and happy." 

A man possessing in sight should always inYestigate 
strange things and realities, and express only that much which 
is worthy of his mind. Husain ::\Ianf?ur-i-Hallaj-God'::; mercy 
be upon him-said : " Lo,,e between two persons becomes 
fast when between them no secret remains hidden." So 
when love becomes perfect, the secrets of hidden and con
cealed ~ciences and of the corners of the existing things do 
not remain concealed to him. 

Since the acme of the perfection of man js to attain the 
resemblance of God the Almighty, and since the knowledge 

1. Quran XXXIV, 12. 
2. Refers to the heart. 
3. Quran LI, 36. 
4. The same nuqta. 
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'rhe discourse abont the afiirmation of relish means the 

acquirement of perfection with reg-ard to a thing and 
the knowledge of the acquisition. \Yhen perfection with 

regard to thing,; is aeqnirecl and the acqnirer is unaware of 

it, it is not perfection. When the eye acquires perfection 
with recrard to thincrs it <'OilSi!:lts of the. iu·ht's visi011 of subtle 0 0 ,... 

things; and it discovers that, and is relished therel)y. The 
sense of hearing has a relislnnent, and that is pcreeption of 
the subtle hearings of pleasaHt voi<·es. The senRe of smell 
perceives snbtlities of pleas<wt smells: and like-wise iu the 

same manner it is with all other faculties. Perfeetim1, with 

regard to the rational r-;oul: is tl1e knowledge of Truth alld 
eomprehension of realities. So wl1el1 the soul ac(ptires that, 
its perfection with reg·ard to supreme thi1Jgs comes from the 

illumination of tl1e light of Truth, nml rises to perfection 
with regard to God, of whieh tl1e relish iR greater stil1, 
because its compreheusion is nobler. 

The human soul is tl1e 11oblest of tl1e Seekers and Truth 
is tlte greatest of 1he "lmo,n." So reli,h must be more per

fect; but the impotent man has 110 sense of the pleasures of 
copulation, though he hears that men enjoy it to their full: 

and that old man has said well: "One who did not taste, 
does not know." 

This story is the affirmation of reli!:ih a11d affection. In 

the days of Junayd-peace of God be upon him-the f?Ufis 
were reported against. Ghu1am Kl1alill and a number of 

l\Iutakalliman and Fuqaha' scandalised the Brethren of 

1. Ghulam Khalil (died 275) " ·hose full name is AM. 'Abdallah 
Al;mad b. 1\Iul).ammad b. Ghalib b. Khalid al-Baf?ri Wets a Hanbalite 
faq!h, traditionalist and ascetic, cf. Tarikh Baghdad V, 78; Nafal:tat ul-Uns 
and Abu '1-:Mal;tasin, Nujum, Vol. II, 79. He urgeo the Caliph to put 
Junayd, Nih·! etc., to death since they were freethinkers and heretics ef. 
Tadhkirat al-Awliya,' II, 48. See also Kashf ul-ma.l;jub, Transl. p. 191 
and 1\Iassignon, Textes p. 212. 





44 

He also said at the time of crucification : " The aim of the 
ecstatic is the complete isolation of the One in unity" .1 

'rhose who wish to throw off the workshop of the spider 
ought to remove 19 gripers from themselYes. Of these, five 
are the external birds2 and five the internal 
ones3 and two fast walkers with visible movements 
and seven slow walkers with invisible movements. Of 
all, it is more difficult for you to drive off the 
birds, because however much a man flies, the birds fly 
a-head of him and perplex him. Of all the birds, the inter
nal ones are the more difficult to repel. Between them is 
an island where slender legged men dwell. ·whenever a 
man proceeds they suddenly kick their legs and put 
them in his neck and deter him from his progress so that 
he may not find tl1e water of life. 

I have heard that if one embarks in the ark of N-t1~1 and 
takes the rod of U oses in his hand he will he freed 
from that. 

1. The Divine union, therefore, is according to ~allaj not the des
truction, but the transfiguration of the personality. Of. Massignon, Kitab 
al-'!'awasin, p. 165, 169, 182; Lexique: Textes Hallagiens p. 103. 

2. i.e., the five external senses. 

. i ., the five internal senses. 
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0 Erethren of Reality, strip off the skin that yon are 
wearing even as the snake does. And walk like the a11t so 
that no one may hear the sound of your steps. And be like 
the scorpion so that your arms are alwayR 011 your back; 
for the devil comes from the bac·k. A11d ta.ke poison in 
order that you may live happily. 'Yelcome deatlt so that 
you ma.y remain aliYe. And always keep fiyi11g· twd do 
110t Rpecjfy any nest, for all birds are cmtght from their 
11ests. And if you lta.Ye 110 featlters to fly witlt, creep on 
the earth till you cha11ge place. A11d be like tlte ostrich 
that swllow ltotl pebbles. And be like the Ynltnre which 
eats hard bones. And be like the salamander which per
petually stays in the fire; so that it lfire may 11ot hurt you 
tomorrow. And be like the bat wltich does 11ot come out in 
the day [time], in order that yon may be seeme from the 
hands of enemies. 

0 Brethre11 of Heality, tl1ere is 110 womler if an a11gel 
commits no crime, or if a beast or an animal does an eYil act, 
because the angel does 11ot possess the capability of doing 
evil a11d the beast does not possess the capability of under
Rtanding. On the other hand, the [real] wonder is, the act 
of a man who canies the co1mnands of passion a11d submits 
himself to passions in spite of the light of i11tellect. And, by 
honour of God, the Great, that the man who remains firm
footed at the time of the attack of passiollS is superior to an 
angel; and again, Olle who is subtuissiYe to passions is far 
worse than a beast. 

Now to revert to my tale hnd relate my troubles:
Know you, 0 Brethren of Reality, that a number of 

hunters came to the desert a11d spread their nets and scat
tered corn and set up the illusions of terrifying figmes and 
scare-crows 2; and hid themselYes i11 leaves. I was flying iu a 
flock of birds. ·when the hunters saw us they wlJistled 

1. i. e., sun-baked. 
2. In order to give the desert the appearance of a corn-field ancl to 

deceive the birds. 





them of past chtys, and displayed my helplessness. They 

approached me. I asked them abont their state [saying[ 

"How did yon secnre your freedom and how are yon <·on
tented with thm.;e ren1ainderH of the bonds't'' 

Then thP.\' helped me in the same way in whieh tlH')" 
l1ad C'ontriYed for thenl;;elves; so that 1 got my Ilet·k and 
wing:-; 011t of the snare. And they opened the door of thP 

cage. When I rame out they said to me, ·•Ht·garcl this 

[nnwl1[ freedom as a blessing". I requested, "He11wve tl1is 

bond from n1y leg". 'l'llt·y replied, "Ilad we the power to do 

:-;owe would ha\'e fir:-;t remoYed it from our own legs. And 
110 one a:-;ks for cnre <l.lld medicine from a sick phy;;ieiall: 

and if he aHkH for meclieine from him, it is ineffeetin:.'' 

~o I flew with thenl. They said to me, '' \Y e lmYe before 

us lengthy roads and frightful alHl fearful :-;tages of whi<·h 

we cannot be care-free. Rather we may likely loose tl1is 

state for a second time and be once again entangled in that 

former Htate [of ce~ptiYity l So we must take all pains to 

tlv ont of these fearful nets all at once and to fall on the . 
right path o11re agai 11." 

'l'l1en we took to the middle of two roads. It was a 

Yalley abnndctll t i11 ""'' ter and green grass. "'V e flew alright 
till we passed those snare-houses. And we did not attend to 
the whistle of a .. ny hunter. And we reached a mountain-top 

and looked about. In frout of ns there were eight other 

mountai11s, the snmmits of which tl1e eyes of the onlookers 

could 11ot behold on account of their height. \Ve said to 

one another, "Alighting is out of question, and there is 110 

security better than passing these mountains safely, 

because in e,·eiT mountain there IS a number of 
"' 

people who aim at us. And if we attend to these 

[mountainsl and remain with the delights of these mountains 

and the pleasnres of these places, we will neYer reach om· 









P. 7, 
P. 10. 
P. 11, 
P. i6, 
P. 32, 

P. 35. 

CORRIGENDA 
12 instead of ·'final'· read ··filial o " 

foot-note (i after ''had" deletP ''tiu1es" 

13 instead of ''philmwphy'' read ·'!tis philoH"Ph.\ ," 

f) iulitead of ''imag·e" rt>ad .. the i 111ag·p .. 

7-H instead of ··all lptestions treatisp" read 

•· all objeets an~ bur :-;nbseniPnt to it·· 

instead of ·• ltv ah.o ..• sr/1/lrr· " read .. l~t· should 

al:so try to eotuplet(' it throttg;h ~>rllllr/' •· 

I'. 3f>, 12 instead of ··:so ttl" n~ad "lleal'lll'Hs' '; ins k<Hi of 

P. 41, 

P. 46, 
P. 47. 

P. f)() 

P. 51, 

''is emerg-t>d in,. read "h<ns alig·hted oJt .. 

f> from the end: instead of •' he will f:~t·e'' re<td 

·•his desire '"ill 11ot remai11 ttllfultilled '· 

II instead of "s\\ allow" read "s" allo" :;'' 

~1-~~ read ae(·ordi11g· to the ('Ollltllelltar.' "" lti(·ll. 

in spite of that. did 11ot keep tht>tll lnu·k 

lO instead of "He had ... <·ountry" n'arl "Tilt> 

,-edette had informed the king·" 

12 delt>te ''mad" 

Persian Texts 

l'a.ge "\ line \ r iw;tead of J,!l read 

" ' \ " r iu:stead of~,.; better read ~ ... : ... (not i 11 th<· .\Is. I 

" ' \ " \ '(" im;tead of .~YS read ~ )'\5' ;:> ) 

" r ' " r i11stead of \))) read \))) 

" r \ " ' . iw;tead of •. :.L:.:> read c.l:.:> .. 
instead of 

,.... 
read r~~ " t \ " '(" - ~ r:-'J ~ 

" 
0 ' " 'I' 'I' instead of ._:..;:; f ..:r.'.\ read ~f .:r..l 

" "\o la~t line \ \_V .J' 
.. . 

J' .. 

( !onig·pnda ITl thP Arabi<· Text (•,f p. '\ • 
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