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PREFACE vii 

spellings; but that one in Surah 7 can have a distinct difference of meaning; 
it is~, d..lll "God and llis Word," instead of .U~_, d..lll "God and 
His \Vords" as in the Authorized te.·t. 

I was only too glad to find a learned Assyrian scholar, whose eyes 
arc much younger and sharper than mine, and whose native language is 
Arabic, willing to undertake so difficult a task as the decipherment of my 
pages. The result has greatly .surprised me. 1' ew can read the list of 
variants given on pp .. ·.·.·vii-. ·Ji without perceiving that many of 
them fit better into their conte. ·t, and are more likely to ha\"e been 
dictated by the Prophet and written hy Zaicl ibn Th{tbit than those 
which have been doing duty fur I 300 years instead of them. 

As Dr l\Iingana's transcription has been made in our house, each 
variant, as he found it, was Yerifiecl at once by me, and most of them also 
by my sister, Dr Margaret Dunlop Gibson. ... Tot till \\·e were both satisfied 
did it go into his transcript. 

\Ve think that these leaves arc prc-'Othmfmic for this reason. 
Mul).ammad, when he believed that he \\·as receiving supernatural 
revelations, employed Zaid ibn Thitbit to write them clown for him, 
and this Zaid did, on potsherds, palm-leaves, strips of Ycllum, or whatcYcr 
came handy. No doubt copies of the different Surahs \\'Crc afterwards 
made by Zaid himself, when sufficient \Hiting material had been obtained. 
It is not surprising if these contained some mistakes in spelling ; especi
ally as the rules of Arabic grammar were not then fi. ·eel. But after 
Mul).ammad's death, Abu Bekr and 'Othm<ln had all these writings properly 
copied out and arranged in the form with which we have become familiar. 
In this work, be it noted, they had the help of Zaid. 'Othman then 
ordered all the earlier copies to be destroyed ; and the text of the Quran, 
as it now stands, obtained a position of unique and unchallenged 
authority over the Moslem world. \Ve therefore cannot imagine any
one attempting the useless task of writing out a text like ours, after the 
time of 'Othman. 

Putting all the facts together, as they are known to ourselves, or as 
they have been handed down to us by a credible tradition, we think that 
these vellum leaves, now happily my property, were amongst those whose 
destruction was ordered by 'Othman and was incumbent on all true 
believers in Islam. There are two ways of destroying manuscripts. The 
most effectual one is by burning; but in those earlydaysvellum was scarce-
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Vlll PREFACE 

especially in the desert-the papyrus reed had disappeared, having been 
utterly uprooted for the needs of literary folk; and paper was unknown, 
except in China. The owner of Qura.ns which had been prematurely 
written, was surely justified in thinking that if he got riel of their text, by 
means of pumice-stone or otherwise, the attenuated vellum might remain, 
and its price might help to equip himself for a jeltad. By sale therefore, 
or barter, this one passed into the hands of Christian monks ; and then, 
towards the end of the ninth century, it was written clearly over with 
choice extracts from the Fathers of the Church ; the pages being folded 
double, and some of them being clipped to a smaller size to make them 
fit in with those of the Trallsitus JJ!ariae. I think it very probable that 
the writer of the second script did not suspect that any of the vellum he 
used had an earlier text on it. Dr Rende! Harris, who was for several 
years Lecturer in Palaeography to the University of Cambridge, and who 
may be regarded as an expert in palimpsests, shares this opinion. There 
is no record, so far as I know, of the history of such documents ; for in 
most cases their owners would never notice how long a period had 
elapsed between the effacement of the first writing and its re
appearance. 

The less the manuscript was exposed to the action of the atr, the 
longer would be the time before this took place. 

I have already given a description of the manuscript in No. XI 
Studia Siuaitica. The leaves of the Qura.n are a very little smaller than 
those of the Protevange!ium, i.e. nearly 20 centimetres by 12. But those 
of Quran A were certainly larger, and have been cut down to the size 
of their neighbours by the ninth century scribe; Quran A, called by me 
Quran I, forms the two final quires of the volume, extending from 
folio 147 to folio 161 ; and being interrupted only by foil. 155 and 162, 

which are taken from another manuscript whose script, being very small, 
is practically buried under the text of Mar Jacob which forms the upper 
ninth century writing. The 3 I leaves in four quires, which I called 
Quran II, have been found by Dr Mingana to belong to two different 
MSS., and are therefore re-named B and C. 

To those who have never handled a palimpsest it may be right to 
mention that I have followed the arrangement of the later script in 
numbering the pages of the whole book ; thus two pages of the 
later Christian Arabic script correspond to one only of the earlier 
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sufficiently ill-advised to order the destruction of every copy of the New 
Testament except the Vulgate, we should have been in a position 
analogous to that of the present-day Moslems. Try to imagine what we 
should have done without Codd. Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Bezae, etc., without 
the Old Latin, and without the Syriac Versions. We should have been 
doing penance for our sins, perhaps, without always truly repenting; and 
a powerful stimulus to the searching of the Scriptures would have been 
wanting. The existence of variants in Greek MSS. and in the Versions 
has been a means of waking us up ; a thorough examination of the Bible 
text preceded and accompanied the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century; and accompanies also the present great activity of Christian 
Missionaries. Uneducated people do not generally wish to think; they 
therefore welcome the idea of verbal and even of literal inspiration. 
Educated people, on the contrary, find no subject more engrossing than 
the study and elucidation of God's truth ; whether by means of natural 
science, of human history, or of the text of His Word. The last of these 
subjects helps to keep highly trained minds imbued with religious 
thought. And when the best intellects in any nation cease to be 
religious, indifference and apathy creep downward among the multitude, 
and are closely followed by superstition. I therefore venture to indulge 
the hope that a search beneath the writing of ancient MSS. in the 
libraries and museums of Europe may result in the discovery of more 
pre-'Othmanic portions of the Quran, and that ours may prove to 
be only the first drops of a shower ; an occurrence which has 
happened already, in my own experience, to the Hebrew text of 
Ben-Sira, of which the first leaf was identified by Dr S. Schechter. 

The texts of the Quran with which we have collated that of our 
fragments are those of the MSS. numbered Or. 1340 and Or. 1401 

in the British Museum ; the Quran of Tippoo Sahib in the Cambridge 
University Library, one which belongs to Dr Mingana, and the printed 
text of Gustav Fliigel. Our thanks are due to my dear sister, Dr Margaret 
D. Gibson, for help in revising proofs; and to the printers of the 
University Press, for their careful and accurate work. 

AGNES SMITH LEWIS. 

CASTLE-BRAE, CAlllBRIDGE. 

May, 1914. 



INTRODUCTION 

I 

ABOUT 6r r A.D. an illustrious member of the Arabic tribe of furaish heard, 
m the cave of Uira, a Yoice giving him the solemn message: "Cry thou 
in the name of thy Lord who created, created man from clots of blood." Suratul
'Alal$. (xcvi. r-2 1). 

Whatever be the degree of credence that an impartial critic may bestow 
upon this tradition, held as an unshakable truth by more than two hundred 
and fifty millions of people, we must at least bear in mind that a tradition 
sanctioned during the long period of thirteen centuries should command a 
certain respect and trust. 

The man who heard this secret voice was l\Iul)ammad, and the result of the 
recital of the message that he received is ?\[ul~ammadanism, whose only foun
dation is the book entitled Al-Qur'il.n, which originally means "recital" par 
e.~Yellence. 

It is only during the last centuries that the Qurin has been studied scientifi
cally, and the outcome of genuine researches on this subject induces us to face 
to-day the Islamic book with a mental composure somewhat in contrast to 
the enthusiastic and often blind fascination which characterizes the Quriinic 
compositions of the Mubammadan world. For this reason, we earnestly wish 
that the spirit of a higher criticism would soon be created among modern 
Moslem theologians, who, attracted by so many Christian theologians, com
mentators, and exegetes, will then give up the puerile servility in which they 
have lived and still live, and the low traditionalism of doctrine which tarnishes 
all the beauty of their writings. 

I ~ ~ uW~I J.lD. : J.lD. ~JJI ~) ..A""l,t 1~1. See a striking narration 

in the annalist Ibn HishtJm, p. 152, I. Q sqq:, who represents the Prophet as responding to this 
voice: "What shall I cry?" We cannot help thinking of the following words found in the 
prophet Isaiah (xl. 6): ~1i'~ i17:l 17:1~1 :~1p 17:1~ ~\p: "The voice of (one) saying, Cry, 

and he said What shall I cry?" The verb ~, ~1p which is used in both texts in the same 
sense will establish a curious and hardly accidental coincidence. 
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Let us see what Mul~ammad himself thinks of the inspired book by means 
of which he tried, if possible, to overthrow the Christian and the Jewish bulwarks, 
by sapping at their base, the foundations of all that the old Prophets and the 
Apostles handed down to their respective admirers : 

"Say verily, were men and jinns assembled to produce the like of this Quran 
they could not produce its like, though the one should help the other." (SC1rat 
Bani Isri'il, xvii. go 1.) 

"If they say, 'The Quran is his own device' say, 'Then bring ten Siirahs like 
it of your own devising; call whom ye can to your aid besides Allah.'" (Surat 
Hud, xi. 162.) 

"If ye be in doubt as to that which we have sent down to our servant, then 
produce a Siirah like it.'' (Suratul-Baqarah, ii. 2 I 3.) 

"The Muhammadan writers, in acknowledging the claims of the Quran to be 
the direct utterance of the divinity, have made it impossible for any Moslem to 
criticise the work, and it became, on the contrary, the standard by which other 
literary compositions had to be judged. Grammarians, lexicographers, and 
rhetoricians, started with the presumption that the Quran could not be wrong, 
and that all works only approached excellence in proportion as they more or less 
successfully imitated its style 4

." 

Before we examine the truth of these assertions, we would wish to direct the 
attention of every reader of the Quran to the following points : (I) The sources 
of the Quran. ( 2) If we strip from its text the historical events and the circum
stances in which it was written, it becomes an inexplicable composition. (3) How 
were the verses of the Quran preserved from 6I2 to 632? (4) Who is the com
piler of the standard text that we have to-day, and is this compilation authentic? 

The first point is very easily treated, and since the Prophet could probably 
neither read nor write 5

, the details which deal with the unity of God, and with 
the various forms of the eastern conceptions of religious obligations, viz. prayer, 
alms, fasting, etc. must have been inspired chiefly by oral information drawn 
from Christians, and specially from the strong Jewish colony of Mecca and the 

1 -~ u~l: ')) ..:;~1 IJ.A ~ l~l: .,:;I u~ ~~_, v---i'))l ~~ u!J J.3 
~yl;~~~ 0~..,.,.., 

2 ..:;.o~l U.-4 1~.)1_, ..::..l,!_,;.:A.o .u;,.., ;~ ~ l~l; J.3 ol_,;.:.;l u_,.l_,A:...ol 

3 d.J.!..o ..:;.o o;.H l~U l.i~ u~ L:Jj-i \.o-4 ...,.....:; ~ ~ 0 1_, 
.u.JI U-'.) 

• Palmer, Sacred Books of the East, vol. VI. pp. 55, 71, ~tc. 
5 The question whether MuJ:!ammad could read and write is discussed but not decided by 

Noldeke, Geschicllte des Qon'im, p. 7 sqq. 
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XIV INTRODUCTION 

In consideration of the meagre scientific attainments of the Prophet, the 
question of the sources of the Quran has been keenly debated by the old 
Christian communities. The outcome of some of their thoughts brought forth 
the curious History of Rabban Be!lira. The second part of this legend which 
tells of the interview of Mul~ammad with this monk, and the epoch of whose 
composition may be the middle of the VIIIth century, is an irrefragable 
proof both of the ignorance of the Christian scholars of that time about the 
genuine sources of the Quran, and of their conviction that it had a foreign 
ongm. M. R. Gottheil, who printed this history in r 899 I, remarks that its first 
part, containing the encounter of Beblra with !So'iahb, and its third part, ex
hibiting some apocalyptic visions on Islam, may date from the Xlth century, but 
its second part is much earlier. It would be interesting to know whether this 
second part has no historical value; but as this question is a digression from our 
subject, we content ourselves with a reference to it. 

The internal criticism of the Quran will easily shew this elementary 
evidence of a foreign source ; but what we can by no means explain, are the 
wonderful anachronisms about the old Israelite history. The only possible way 
of accounting for these would be the distance which separated the moment 
of the inspiration of the verses from the moment when the Prophet received the 
oral communication. Who then will not be astonished to learn that in the 
Qurtl.n, Miriam, the sister of Aaron, is confounded with the Virgin Mary? (Sl!rat 
Ali-'Imran, iii. 31 et seq.) and that Haman is given as minister of Pharaoh, 
instead of Ahasuerus? (Snratul-Qa~a~, :>.:xviii. 38. Snratul-:\Iu'men, xl. 38 et 
passim.) The ignorance, too, of the author of the Quran about everything 
outside of Arabia and some parts of Syria makes the fertility of Egypt, where rain 
is never missed, for the simple reason that it is very seldom seen, depend on rain 
instead of on the inundation of the Nile2

• (Snrat Yosuf, xii. 49·) Moreover, the 
greatest honour that the Israelite tradition bestows upon Esdras is found in 
Sanhedrin, xxi. 22, where we read that "'Ezra would have been fully worthy to give 
the law, if Moses had not been before him 3"; but to state, as in Suratut-Taubah, 
ix. 30, that the Jews believed that Esdras was the son of God, as the Christians 
thought of the Messiah, is a grave error hardly justifiable. All these historical 
mistakes receive another and not less topical support from the utter confusion 
which is made between Gideon and Saul in Soratul-Baqarah, ii. 250. Such 
mistakes are indelible stains on the pages of the sacred book which is the 

1 Zeitschr. fur Assp·iologie, XII. pp. 189-2+'2· 

2 u'~ .y_, V"'WI ..:.,\i.: 4.e; _,o~ (that is in Egypt) .!U.) ~ v.o ~4 ~. 
3 Cf. a passage of Josephus (Ant. xr. 5) which tells his high repute (o6~a) with the people. 
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those which were revealed in Medina, from 6zz to 632. The youthful and 
timid essay of Mul~ammadan theologians has been in the last few years con
siderably expanded by many critics ; special mention must be made here of 
Noldeke's Gesclzichte des Qorans (I 86o ), and E. Sell's The historical dn,c!opment 
of t/ze Qortin (r9o5). 

By this synchronal method, the Qur5.n becomes a historical book, and the 
most trustworthy source of information about the Prophet. The touchstone 
of veracity for any given detail of the life of Mul:tammad told by the historians of 
the period of decadence would be to find if this detail has any sufficient ground 
in the Islamic book. But, at any rate, if by this criticism, the chronological 
order is saved, the versatility of mind of the Prophet can by no means be 
excused, since, under the pressure of necessity, he cruelly contradicted sometimes 
what he had stated before. Can then the following verse inspired in Mecca 
excuse some flagrant contradictions of the Quran ? : 

"And we have not sent an apostle or prophet before thee, among whose 
desires Satan injected not some wrong de5ire, but Allah shall bring to nought 
that which Satan has suggested." (Suratul-J:{ajj, xxii . 5 r 1.) 

We do not wish to discuss a youthful essay on the explanation of these 
difficulties, put forward by some pious commentators who say that: ''Allah com
manded several things which were, for good reasons, afterwards revoked and 
abrogated." Those abrogated passages of the Quran are distinguished by many 
of the rigid commentators, into three kinds, "the first, where the letter and 
the sense are both abrogated ; the second, where the letter only is abrogated, 
but the sense remains; and the third, where the sense is abrogated, though the 
letter remains." These subtleties of the theological schools do not afford a 
profitable subject of study for a serious critic. 

The most important question in the study of the Quran is its unchallengeable 
authenticity. In this theme, the first step would be the following question : How 
could Mul;.ammad in all the wars by which his life was so unfortunately agitated, 
in all the displacements that he must have undergone, keep all the verses which 
had been previously revealed to him in his memory, after an interval of several 
years? A plausible and final answer will probably never be given to this 
question, and the only tenable hypothesis is that which discards the difficulty 
by the assumption of the prodigious memory of his followers, who are believed 
to have learnt the strophes by heart, and that in a period lasting from 6 I 2 

till 632. This hypothesis, which seems to be that of a dernier ~-essort, can be 
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Prophet was alive, some changes were noticed in the recital of certain verses of 
his sacred book. There is nothing very surprising in this fact, since Mul)ammad 
could not read nor write, and was at the mercy of friends for the writing of his 
revelations, or, more frequently, of some mercenary amanuenses. 

The book, drawn up by this method, continued to be the authoritative and 
standard text till about 29-30 A. H. under the Caliphate of 'Othman. At this time 
the wonderful faithfulness of Arab memory was defective, and according to a general 
weakness of human nature, the Believers have been heard reciting the verses 
of the Quran in a different way. This fact was due specially, it is said, to 
the hundreds of dialects used in Arabia. Zaid was again asked to put an end 
to these variations which had begun to scandalize the votaries of the Prophet. 
That indefatigable compiler, assisted by three men from the tribe of !5-uraish \ 
started to do what he had already done more than r 5 years before. The 
previous copies made from the first one written under Abu Bekr were all destroyed 
by special order of the Caliph: the Revelation sent down from heaven was one, 
and the book containing this Revelation must be one. 

The critic remarks that the only guarantee of the authenticity of the Quran 
is the testimony of Zaid; and for this reason, a scholar who doubts whether a 
given word has been really used by :MuJ:tammad, or whether it has been only 
employed by Zaid on his own authority, or on the meagre testimony of some Arab 
reciters, does not transgress the strict laws of high criticism. If the memory 
of the followers of the Prophet has been found defective from the year 15 to 30 
A.H. when Islam was proclaimed over all Arabia, why may it not have been 
defective from 6r2 to 632 A.D. when the Prophet was often obliged to defend 
his own life against terrible aggressors? And if the first recension of Zaid con
tained always the actual words of Mubammad, why was this compiler not content 
with re-establishing it in its entirety, and why was the want of a new recension 
felt by 'Othman ? How can it be that in the short space of 15 years, such 
wonderful variants could have crept into the few copies preceding the reign of 
the third Caliph that he found himself bound to destroy all those he could 
find? If 'Othman was certainly inspired only by religious purposes, why did 
his enemies call him "The tearer of the Books"? and why did they fasten on 
him the following stigma : "He found the Qurans many and left one; he tore 
up the Book 2 "? We deem, therefore, as too categorical the following verdict 

1 The annalists know them to be 'Abdallah ibn Zobair, Sa'td ibn Al-'A~, and 'Abdur-RaJ:!m1in 
ibn Al-I:l1ireth, followers of the Prophet (Fihrist, p. zs). 

2 'fabari, r. 2952, ro; II, 516, 5; and Ya~iit, Dictionary of learned men, VI. 300, 499; see 
D. S. Margoliouth's The early development of Mohammedanism, 1914, p. 37· 
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of reading by the miraculous interposition of God himself.. .. According to the 
orthodox doctrine, every syllable of the Coran is of divine origin, eternal and 
uncreate as the Deity itself!." 

From what we have said in the preceding pages, it is evident that if we find 
\ a manuscript of the Quran presenting various readings of consonants and of 

) 

complete words, and more specially if this manuscript offers some interpolations 
and omissions, it would not be too rash to suppose that it goes back to a pre
'Othminic period. The conclusion is ch:ar and is corroborated by the constant 

I history of the :\Iubammadan world, from the Vllth century down to our own day. 
Viewing the linguistic wording of the text of the Quran, we desire to examine 

a question which concerns us more than the others. Does the Qudn contain 
the flower of the Arabic language, and is the challenge given by the Prophet 
himself true? Besides the sentences quoted in the preceding pages, the Prophet 
repeats several times with a certain emphasis: "We gave a Quran written in 
Arabic; it is in Arabic that this Quran has been revealed, etc. •" Philologists 
will not be much offended, if we send our reader, for an answer to this question, 
to the excellent works of a man who deserves the gratitude of every Orientalist, 
Th. Noldeke, and chiefly to his Gescl!ichte des Qordns already mentioned. We 
would wish only to draw attention to the following remarks : 

"The Arabic literature preceding the epoch of the Prophet is imperfectly 
known; but we may be allowed to state that it was not very flourishing, since 
the traces that it left for future generations arc scanty in comparison with the 
formidable swarm of useful lucubrations of the post-Mu~ammadan time. This 
being so, the Moslem authors are not to be blamed when they call that time the 
epoch of Ignorance• though they mean specially, by this qualification, an ignorance 
about Allah and his immediate attributes. The works of the best writers have 
been collected at the beginning of the IXth century by A~ma'i and are Tarafa, 
Amrul-~ais, 'Antara, Zuhair, Nabigha, 'All$-ama 4." If we add to this number 
Ta'abbata-Sharran 5 and Shanfara and some others found in the book of Louis 
Cheikho 6 but with some restriction about the authenticity of all their poems. 
we may have the approximate number. 

1 Muir, Life of 11/ahomet, r894, pp. xiv, xxi-xxii. 

2 Expressions such as l:-1~ U 'LJ or l:-1~ l.,S:: .. etc. are sometimes used in the Quran. 

3 In Arabic ~~1. 
• Edit. of W. Ahlwardt, Tlze Divans oft!te six ancient Arabic poets (187o). 
5 In Arabic 1.J.!. h.,u. 
0 Les poetes Arabes clwetiens (r89o), cf. another Arabic book of the same writer, Le 

Christianisme et la litterature C!zretimne m Arabie avant l' lsldm (r9rz). Everybody knows 
the conscientious studies of Sir Charles Lyall, on this subject. 

\ 
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even the cross of the Messiah has been for many years nearly eclipsed by 
the Crescent, and the name of the Praised One of Arabia has been on many 
occasions on the point of overrunning the last refuge of Christianity. What 
history is unable to find, even in the • • Xth century, is a name more terrible 
than that of Afu(tammad. 

II 

For a scientific comprehension of the text of the Quran, three kinds of study 
may be found useful: (1) The commentators of the Qudn; (2) the grammarians 
who applied to it the Arabic \·owels and diacritical points; (3) the divers forms 
of script formerly used in the ,\rabic language. 

When the semi-nomad Arabs started to conquer the world, they did not carry 
with them, on their camels, any productions of a progressive and latent literature, 
for they were not brought up in high schools of science and philology. The 
most picturesque figure amongst these first Arabs is that of the Caliph 'Omar 
entering the holy city of Jerusalem (637), mounted on his ca111el, a bag of dates 
and a skin of water by his side; this provision being judged sufficient for 
his simple wants. It is worth observing how exactly the "\ramaeo-Syrian popu
lation of that period of conquests called these Arabs by derision : Hagarians, 
Islzmaelites, with the purpose of indicating precisely the semi-barbarous literary 
education that they had received 1• But an end was soon made to this awkward 
situation ; and the intelligent Arabs, attracted by the example of their neigh
bours, began to spread everywhere the language of the Quran, and to devote 
themselves to the sciences which had long given to their new fellow-countrymen 
an unchallenged superiority. A well-known Syriac writer, Bar Hebraeus, tells us 
a significant fact, that the Umayyad Caliph \Valid ordered that the official acts 
of Damascus should henceforth be drawn up in Arabic, and no longer in Greek". 
The sanguinary battles of Yarmuk (636) and Kadesia (63i) in imposing a new 
rule over the remains of the once classic empires, gave them a new sacred 
language. 

With regard to the commentaries on the Quran, the only question in Arabic 
literature which concerns our subject, they are very important for the criticism of 
the text, since the commentators, when quoting and explaining a given verse 
in their books, quote it faithfully, and they often try to discuss it with all the 
resources of their science, literally and spiritually. The first commentator of 
the early epoch of Islam, was Ibn 'Abbas, cousin of 1\ful).ammad, who seems 

M. 

1 Cf. A. l\Iinga'1a, Sources S_yriaques, val. r. part 11. p. 18~ sqq. 
2 Chron. Syr. edit. Bruns, p. r 20; and edit. Bed jan, p. 11 ~· 

d 
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to have been the main source of the traditional exegesis of the Quran. On 
theological grounds, a great numuer of his opinions have been considered 
heretical. He and his disciples deal with the sense and connexion of a complete 
\'erse, and neglect the likral meaning of a separate word. His commentaries 
arc therefore what Christictn writers would call more spiritual than literal. No 
complete commentary either by the relatives of the Prophet or by extraneous 
writers has come down to us from this period. 

The greatest commentator of a later generation is the well-known Tabari 
(839--923 A.n. 1

). He is a mine for the knowledge of the wide Islamic legislation, 
and has sometimes excellent views about the occasion of the revelation of 
several verses. He is first of all a historian, availing himself of the method 
of Emad, and by this channel he preserves several interesting traditions of 
the early age of ;..rul)ammadanism. 

Another good commentator is Az-Zamakhshari 2 (ro75-II44). He is, accord
ing to the judgment of Noldeke, too subtle a man, trying to apply his rhetorical 
and philosophical theories to the most practical of men: Mubammad. 

In our own days, the commentary most used by Moslem theologians is that of 
Al-Bai0hawi (h 286) who employed the same method as that of Az-Zamakhshari 
in a more methodical manner. 

The end of the XIIIth century, which marks the decadence and the close 
of the 'Abbasside Caliphate, marks, too, the apogee of the Arabic investigations 
in the Quran. The numerous commentators of a later date content themselves 
with quoting, abridging the old authors, and writing books more popular than 
original. 

A good commentary needs good reading, and good reading, in the Semitic 
languages, involves an accurate knowledge of the right position of the vowels, 
with all the orthoepical signs of punctuation. We ought to say at once that 
according to the measure of scientific investigations of to-day, the Arabs, apart 
from seven or ten marks of intonation, never used the r!tetorical signs employed 
sometimes so fantastically and so awkwardly by the Aramaeans. The Arabic 
language possessing a kind of inflection like the Greek and the Latin, did not 
experience any great necessity for reaching even the fortieth part of the frightful 
number forty that the Aramaeans have invented for an intelligent reading of 
their Bible, and which are called by the curious and general name of Pu(tames 3 

"similarities, comparisons." A practical reason must have deterred the Arabs 
from adopting such a complicated system, and this reason is found in the script 

1 Recently ( 1903) edited in Cairo, in 30 parts. 
2 Edited in Calcutta {r859) by Nassau-Lees. 
3 See A. l\lingana, Clef de la langue A1·ameemze, 1905, pp. 33-34• 
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of their language which distingui ·hes several consonants uy means of one, two or 
three dots placed either under or over a letter. Tht: adoption of the P11!wmh 
of the .Ammaeans would have created an insurmountable mental difficulty in 
distinguishing a diacritical point from an orthoepical one dealing specially with 
a proper accent of voice in the reading of a sentence. 

While tlH.: .Aramaeans and the I lebrews admitted s.;veral vowels and invenll:d 
a special sign for every vowel pronounced open or dosed, short or long, the prudent 
Arabs adopll:d only three vowels, but these three vowels, repr.;sentetl by a stroke 
of the pen untler or over the letter, respond quite sufficiently to all philological 
exigencies, since each one of them, when followed by a weak letter, is consideretl 

as long, ex. gr. ~-'~G "they have visited me," and it is consitlered short, when 

followed by a letter which is not quiescent, e . gr. j.J "he has been killed," and it is 

shortly closed when followed by a quiescent or reduplicated ll!lter, .; ·. gr . .);;,.:.! 
"you hare chosen.'' By this ml!lhod, every vowel becom ·s quantitatively three; 
and so the system is more ingenious than that of the I Iebrews, and of the 
Aramaeans, who by a long use and borrowing very often neglected the short 
vowel, so important in poetry and in euphonic sounds. 

The history of the vowels is somewhat obscure. It is certain that 
their invention cannot go back to the period preceding the Umayyad 
Caliphate of Damascus. The p~.:riod of conquest and of intestine war 
caused by the crucial question of the divine Caliphate, which covered the 
l\Iul;ammadan world with blood, at the time of 'Othmfm and onwards, was 
not very suitable for scientific researches. The U mayyad Empire, though dis
tinguished by some great productions of poetry and historical sciencl!, is unknown 
(except for some mere names such as that of Abul-Aswad .\d-Do'ali, or 'Abdur
Rabman ibn Ormiz, a Persian scholar, etc.) as a starting point for grammatical and 
morphological studies. The first period of conquest lasted from the death of the 
Prophet, 632 to 66r A.D., when 1\Iu'iiwiah entered Kufa and became the sole 
representative of M u]:lammad ; the second period from 66 L till January 2 5, 
7 so A.D., when the battle of Shaharzflr gave the sceptre to the ',\bbiissides. There
fore, till the accession of Saffal;, no centre of grammatical learning has left a 
trace to posterity. But at this time, the two other J,ranches of the Semitic stock, 
the Israelites and the Aramaeans, had already passed the time of the careful 
elaboration of their Massorah, and their vowel-system had acquired a firm 
foundation, being, in fact, almost at the end of its final evolution. 

From the middle of the Vlth century, the l\Ionophysite, Al)ud-Emmeh, 
Metropolitan of Tagrit, had opened a path for the Syriac grammar. Some 
years before him, the famous Joseph of Ahwaz, had established, in the 
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University of Nisibis, a solid foundation for orthoepical studies and for the right 
pronunciation of the vowels. In the middle of the Vllth century, a school 
founded by Abba Sabrowy, at Beth Shehak, near Nisibis, made the Nestorian 
system of vowels known even among the Monophysites, their enemies. Before 
7oo A.D. Jacob of Edessa, by his well-known sentence t=n~ ~m~a~ ~~ c:w.u= 
Edessa, our motlzer, tliou sltalt li1•e in quietness, which represents all the vowels of 
the Aramaic language used to day, marks the end of a systematic evolution 
of phonetic studies in the Syriac grammar. The school of Edessa, the Uni
versity of Nisibis, the monasteries of Tel'eda, I~ennesrin, and l~ar~aphta, had 
then made complete, in the period lasting from 450 to 700 A.D., the phonetic 
essays which the writers of a later period were content to abridge or to modify 
in some insignificant details'. 

On the other hand, the strong Israelite colony which had remained behind 
from the old Babylonian captivity vied in a laudable zeal with the Aramaeans. 
By means of some prudently distributed bribes, they could always secure a 
satisfactory political condition under the Sassanide Sapor I and his successors. 
Their prestige was so widely felt that, in the IVth century, they contrived 
to be favoured by the harem of the Queen Ephra Hormizd, to whom Christian 
writers of that time attribute the frightful ordeal that Sapor II, the enemy of the 
Roman legions, inflicted, in 341, on the Christians of the Persian Empire•. 
According to the Talmud, the Jews of Babylonia are from a purer race even 
than those of Palestine ; we read, in fact, in the Talm. Bab. under the treatise 
Ji . ."iddzdin, the following sentence 3 : "Tous les pays sont comme de la pate 
relativement a la Palestine, mais ce pays l'est relativement a Ia Babylonie." 
By the works of Christian writers in Mesopotamia, we know how great was 
the influence that they exercised in that country and in the neighbouring 
districts. Of the 23 homilies of Jacob Aphrahat (IVth century) nine are 
devoted to the anti-Judaic controversy. Narsai (tsoz) has also some striking 
discourses against them. 

The Torah was always the subject of a special study among the Jews of the 
Captivity either under the Arsacido-Parthians or under the Sassanido-Persians, 
but we know that from the third century and onwards the study has been 
considerably extended. The great Sidra of Sora, founded in this epoch, acquired 
a world-wide renown, and could not be eclipsed by other celebrated schools 

1 Cf. 1I. i\Ierx, Historia artis grammaticae apud Syros, Leipzig, r889. Duval, Litttf?·ature 
Syriaque, 3m• edit. p. ~85 et seq. 

2 Cf. Evod. Assemani, Acta Marty1·. Orient. vol. 1. pp. 19, 54 etc. Noldeke, Geschichte der 
Pe1·ser und Araber zur Zeit der Sassaniden aus der Arabisclten Clwon. des Tabm-i, p. 68, n. I. 

3 Quoted in Neubauer's Gt!ograpilie dtt Talmud, p. 3~0. 
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tradition, pronounced to his friends the memorable sentence: "I shall die, 
and there is in my heart something yet unsettled about the particle .._;;.-." 
To some extent, their task was very difficult, and to Arabize all the Semitic and 
Aryan dialects, spoken in the old Chaldaean lands, such as the Mandaitic1 and 
the ~atrian, was a harder task than many suppose 2• 

The foundation of the Arabic vowels is based on the vowels of the Aramaeans. 
The names given to these vowels is an irrefragable proof of the veracity of this 
assertion. So the Plwt~t (~) corresponds in appellation and in sound to the 

Aramaic Pltta!,ta (~b); the Khap!tetj/t (~)is exactly the Aramaic J.fbtlJa 

(~ ~). But though the Arabs imitated the Syrians in the verbal designation 
of their vowels, they recoiled, and very justly, from the absurd servility to 
Hellenism of their masters, who, after the time of Christological controversies 
and onwards, could not shrink from the Greek method; and placing their Morph
ology and Syntax on fresh bases, they laid the first foundation of a high philology 
which excites our admiration in the present day. Viewing the intimate formation 
of words, they divided them into biliteral, triliteral and quadriliteral with essential 
letters, in such a steady method, that even the strongest philologists of the 
XXth century arc obliged to walk in their steps and to accept their impeccable 
terminology. Our thanks are due to the sagacity of scholars who in a short 
period of time perfected the delicate science of the deep constitution of their 
language. 

The sagacity of the professors in the two schools of Ba~rah and of Kufa 
was for a number of years challenged by a high seat of learning which the 
'Abbissides established in Baghdad and which flourished greatly from the 
beginning of the IXth century and onwards under the control of Christian 
physicians. This new school acquired a decided superiority over the others, 
because it taught several sciences derived from Greek and Syriac books translated 
into Arabic by the group of N estorian doctors of the family of Bokhtlsho', 
Bunain and Maswai3

• Physicians have always had a preponderating authority 
at the courts of Eastern monarchs, and going back into past history, we shall 
find one man, Gabriel the Drustbed, eclipsing the prestige of all the formidable 
Dyophysite community, in the palace of the Sassanide Chosroes II Parwez4

• 

1 About the relations of the Mandaeans with Christianity, see Brandt, Die lllanddisclte 
Religion, ihre Entwickelzmg mtd Gescltichtliclte Bedeutung, pp. 140-r45 et passim. 

2 For a general view on Arabic Literature, the reader will find good information in 
R. A. Nicholson's A literary !tis tory of the Arabs, 1907 ; for some particular details, several articles 
written, in Arabic, in the review Al illacltriq, Beirut, seem to be well documented and scientific. 

3 See Ibn Abi Ueaibi'ah, vol. 1. p. r 7 ~ et passim. Bar Hebraeus, Ch1·oJt. Syr. pp. r 34 
and r61. 

4 See Labourt, Le C!tristianisme dam l'empin Perse (1904), p. 2r9 sqq. 
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only by the dot on the letter, were generally distinguishcd in thc early time by a 
somewhat different stroke of the pen, it may be supposed that the diacritical 
point has been inventcd at a late date ; but can we assert the same for the 
case of the .::... and the .!I? The question thus becomes quite diffcrcnt, espccially 
when these letters arc followed or preceded, in the middle of the word, by a 1.$ 
and a w which have almost the same form even in the most ancient MSS. 
that we possess ; ex. gr. in how many different ways can the following word 
be read without diacritical points: .............., I? 

After this elementary dissertation, it becomes clear that a manuscript, and 
especially a manuscript of the Quran, is sometimes to be considered more or 
less ancient according to the want or the existence of vowels, and according to 
the greater or less employment of diacritical points in its text, except perhaps 
in the case of letters which have exactly the same form, such as .::... and ..::..,. 

III 

Dr Agnes Lewis, the discoverer of the Sinaitic Syriac Version and of other 
valuable documents, has honoured me with the task of deciphering an Arabic 
palimpsest which is in her own possession, and a good description of which 
has been given by herself, in the Preface to this book. Palaeographically, we 
can reduce to three principal kinds of script the writing of this valuable palimpsest, 
the reading of which the following pages claim to give. Provisionally, these 
three different kinds of script will have the indications: Quran A, Quran B, 
Quran C. 

C!taracteristics of tlze writing in Qurfm A. 

It is very similar to the Plate LIX of Tlze Palaeograplzical Socz"ety quoted above, 
the kind of script which is assigned to the VIIIth century. The only differences 
are : ( r) in that Plate, l. r o, the letter .!I has three dots; in our manuscript this 
letter Tha when punctuated has only two dots like a ...;:., ; ( 2) the red circle 
with red dots as in lines r and 9 of this Plate, which marks larger divisions, 
never occurs in any of our copies of the Quran ; (3) the tail of the letter J 
differs in a certain manner from that used in this Plate; (4) the carelessness and 
somewhat archaic form of letters mark them as several years earlier than those 
used in that Plate. The Surahs exhibiting, in our manuscript, this kind of script 
are: Suratun-Nur (xxiv.), Suratul-~a~a~ (xxviii.), SCtratul-'Ankabllt (xxix.), Suratul
Mu'men (xl. ), Suratus-Sajdah (xli. ), Scuatud-Dukkhan (xliv. ), Suratul-Jathiah (xlv. ). 
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Clmracleristics qf !Itt writing in Qurtin JJ. 

It has l'tifo-Naskhi lt:tters as in Quran , with mort: diacritical points 
over the ~ and the u and very seldom any over tht: t and the .), aJI the other 

letters being without them. Their characteristic note is that they are smaller, 
thinner, and more sloping to the left. The Surahs exhibiting, in our manuscript, 
this kind of script are: Surat Ilud (xi.), Suratur-l'a'd (:iii.), So;at Ibrfthtm (xiv.), 
Sllratul-Uijr (xv.), Snratun-Nal.ll (xvi.), St1ratul .\sra (xvii.). 

Clwracterislics of the writing in Ql(rcill C. 

Its letters resemble those of Qurftn B but they are a little smaller, thinner 
and taJier. The peculiarities which seem to distinguish this type of script are: 
(I) the final 1.$ which, except in the case of~ and some other words, is written 

in a perpendicular and zigzag form; (z) the final~ which is very often united 
to the words which immediately follow; this junction is ust:d in some other 
words of this series, and in foiL I 5 I a and I sob of the series of Quran A 
(ll. I, z and 4); (3) the complete absence of diacritical points. The Surahs writtt:n 
in this kind of script are some parts of Sllratul-A'raf (vii.) and some parts of 
Sllratut-Taubah (ix. ). 

Besides these three general types of writing, of which we give a facsimile 
in this book, we believe that there are some portions of the series Quran B 
coming from a different manuscript. The considerations which suggest this idea 
are: (I) the kind of writing, which is not so thick as that used in other pages of 
this series; ( z) the number of lines, which is not always identical ; (3) the points 
which mark the separation of verses, which have a different form; (4) some 
words which are not spelt in the same manner. We believe also that even in the 
series of Quran A some Sftrahs do not belong to the same manuscript as other 
Sllrahs do ; the reasons why we think so are in most cases the same as those 
mentioned in the series of Quran B. Thus it is very probable that the foil. I So a, 
ISO b and IS I a which contain some awkwardly united words, come from an 
outside source. 

In addition to these special characteristics that we have enumerated, there 
are in our scraps of the Quran some peculiarities common to them all which we 
wish our readers to observe : 

(I) The Arabic hamza, possibly invented, as we have already stated, by 
Khaltl ibn Abmad, is not represented in them, even by the sign which doubles 

M. e 
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We know that in the oldest MSS. of the Quran the number of verses is not 
always identical; our MSS. can hardly be an exception to this general rule. 
As to the points of separation placed at the end of one verse, and at the beginning 
of another, here are some specimens used in the divers series of our portions of 
the Quriin, with indication of the page and of the line where they can be easily 
found. 

Surah vii., fol. 59 b, I. I ~~ 
Sl!rah ix., fol. I04a, I. 8 ...... -'l~ 

Sllrah xliv., fol. rsob, l. I % 
Sl!rah xli., fol. IS 2 b, l. 4 //-0'// 

Surah xvii., fol. Io2a, l. 7 '/'l 

As to the ornaments placed at the end of a Surah, our manuscripts are very 
parsimonious. Sl!rah xvii. which begins at the top of fol. IOI b, Snrah xiv. which 
similarly begins in fol. I 9 b, and Sl!rah xvi. which begins in the middle of fol. r S b 
have absolutely no marks to distinguish the'll, except the space of one line. 
Sl!rah xlv. which begins in the middle of fol. ISob has the following row of six 
circles: o o o o o o , and Sl!rah xli. which begins in fol. 149 b has some strokes 
like these: ~~ 

The reader will easily find that we have followed, as faithfully as we could, 
the orthography used in our manuscripts. Besides the more scientific character 
of this method, it enables us to know the kind of spelling used in the early days 

of Arabic literature. Our transcription will shew 1.:$\!, for~~' u~ for u~' 
I~ for I_,Jl.::!, u.)l for Wl.)i, l-~ for u-~' Lo ul for ~1, ~&.(!)for~, etc. 
The lines of our transcription correspond exactly to those of the manuscript. 

What seems to enhance the value of these scraps of vellum is that when 
we compare the text that they exhibit with the established textus receptus of the 
Quran, as known to-day, we find some interesting various readings, and some 
omissions which, as stated above, will astonish more than one scholar. 
These various readings and omissions are more or less numerous according 
to the age of these scraps, that is, they are more accentuated in the series of 
Quran A and C for the simple reason that these two series seem to be the more 
ancient. We will class the various readings roughly into two groups, those 
which offer a complete word different from that used in the textus receptus of 
the Quran, and those which by means of one or two consonants, give another 
meaning to the sentence used in this sacred book and constitute what we mean 
by the word z•ariant. 
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FIRST GROUP OF VARIANTS. 

I Quran: Soratul-Jithiah, xlv. 18: 
Our MS. Fol. I so a, I. 6: 

2 Qurin: Suratut-Tau bah, ix. 43: 

Our MS. Fol. 53 b, I. 9: 

3 Quran: Suratul-A'r:lf, vii. 153: 

~ 

l~ something 
~ in (their) derision 

~-' and you will know 

~-' and who arc 

a...,...J_, and mercy 

XXXVll 

Our 1\IS. Fol. 59 b, I. 6: __.o-L,_, and peace (or greeting) 

4 Quran: Suratul-Jathiah, xlv. rS: d..lll God 
Our MS. Fol. rsoa, I. 6: .lUll orfll blow 

Unless fll (or .!lUI) means blow, jist, bo:xing, it is an obscure word. The 

sentence of the Qurin is as follows: ~:, d..lll 0-4 ~ I~ I.)J ~I "They will 
not take the place of Allah in anything, for thee (.~lubammad)." Our text is: 
~(or .lUll) fll 1.)-4 ~ I~ I.)J ~I "In derision, they will not take the 
place of a blow, for thee." If this sense is rejected, the real meaning of this 
substantive would be problematic. The .f:..amiis has simply: ~l.,l ..,....,...:..JI 
~.;,JJI_, jUll_, 4&~ 

0 w 

The abstract substantive _A, in its triliteral form instead of the form J..U.j 
is not much used in the post·Qur5.nic compositions, but the adjective _A is 
found in good writers. 

SECOND GROUP OF VARIANTS. 

I Quran: Soratur-Ra'd, xiii. 26: 
Our MS. Fol. r6 b, l. 9: 

2 Quran: Snratun-Nabl, xvi. I7: 
Our MS. Fol. 15 a, I. r 1 : 

3 Qurfi.n: Soratun-Nal;tl, xvi. 22: 

Our MS. Fol. 2oa, l. 4: 

4 Quran: Surat Ibrahim, xiv. 3: 
Our MS. Fol. 19 b, I. 7: 

5 Quran: Suratul-I:Iijr, xv. 94: 
Our MS. Fol. r8 a, I. ro: 

A.l.JI God 
d..lll_, and God 

'),UI do not you? 
')l_,l (same meaning) 

ul-:!1 when? 1 

~I where? 

J ')W, error 
J....:. (same meaning) 

v::>_rl_, and oppose thou 
v...:.yl_, and do oppose thou (energ.) 

1 Philologically a contraction of ul ':$1 at ~uhat time? 
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6 Quran: Suratur-Ra'd, xiii. 33: 
Our MS. Fol. I6 a, 1. 9: 

7 Quriin: Surat Hud, xi. 24: 
Our MS. Fol. I07 b, I. 3: 

8 Quriin: Surat Hud, xi. 25: 
Our MS. Fol. Io7 b, l. 4: 

9 Quran: Suratun-N aJ:!l, xvi. 38: 
Our MS. Fol. I3, 1. 5: 

10 Quran: Suratut-Taubah, ix. 36: 
Our MS. Fol. 6o a, l. 4: 

II Qur5.n: Suratun-Na]:l.l, xvi. 36: 

Our MS. Fol. 20 b, I. 9 : 

I2 Qur5.n: Si1ratut-Taubah, ix. 37: 

Our MS. Fol. 6o a, I. 8: 

I3 Quran: Suratul-Asra, xvii. 52 : 

Our MS. Fol. 99 a, l. 7 : 

I4 Quran: Suratul-Asra, xvii. 24: 
Our MS. Fol. 97 b, l. 7 : 

IS Quran: Sorat Hud, xi. 3I: 

Our MS. Fol. 1o6 b, 1. 7: 

I6 Quran : Surat H ud, xi. 34: 
Our MS. Fol. I07 a, l. 3: 

I7 Quran: Suratul-Asra, xvii. I: 
Our MS. Fol. Ioi b, l. 3: 

~j was adorned 
0~F verily, was adorned (energ.) 

u.-'~~~ the most in loss (super!.) 
u.-'_,_...;.J verily, in loss (Lf11n of 

energ.) 

1~1 they humbled (der. form) 
I~ (same meaning, prim. form) 

I_,;Wt; and do look 
I_,;WI_, and look (better in the con

text) 

~ in them (fern. plur.) 
~ in them (fem. sing.) 

.....ooy.tl..:>t; and it happened to them 
(masc. sing.) 

~l..:>t; and it happened to them 
(fem. sing.) 

~_,All I.S""'r.!~ (God) will not guide the 
.. people ... 

~_,AI 1-"r.!~ (God) will not be quiet to
wards the people ... 

Gtt are we? 

Ul we are 

1_,~~~ that you might not serve 
l_,~')l; do not serve then 

?1;1 I find you (perhaps from 

I.S!J) 
~;I I shall shew you (perhaps 

from I.S;I) 
~.) ~ thou hast disputed with us 
..:.J.)~ thou hast disputed 

d.l_,... t.;.::.;t~ we blessed round it 
d.l_,... t.;.::.r.' we knelt down round it 

( cf. "\ "'=) 1 

1 This verb has been inserted here through our desire to know if there was, in early times, a 
sure philological criterion to distinguish the words from one another, which are distinguished 
to-day only by a long vowel ; our text of the Quritn has many of these words. 
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r8 Quran: Suratut-Tauhah, ix. 23: 

Our .\[S. Fol. 104 a, I. 9: 

1..)-oj and he who 
~ (same meaning) 

19 Qurtln: ~uratut-Taubah, ix. 24 · _..o_,AJI lS~;l (God) will not guide 
·· the people ... 

Our i\IS. Fol. 109 1>, II. 3 4: ...o_,AJ I~')) (Cod) will nut be quiet 
tow.mls the people ... 

20 Qur:1n: Siiratul-~lu'mcn, xi. 85: ~~~~ ~...o-U their faith did not 
profit to them 

Our ~rs. Fol. 152 a, I. x 1: ~~~~ ~~ (same meaning in the 
• 

case of the vc:rb ~AS, but with the infinitive ~): their faith was of no 

utility to them 

2 I Qurftn: So.ratus-Sajdah, xli. 1 o: 
Our MS. Fol. 152 b, 1. 3: 

22 Qurftn: SHratus-Sajdah, xli. 5: 
Our ~\IS. Fol. I..J.9 b, 1. 8: 

23 Qurtm: Soratul-'AnkabtH, xxix. 24: 
Our l\lS. Fol. r 6o, 1. 1 2: 

24 Qudn: Suratun-Nal)l, xvi. 95: 
Our ~IS. Fol. 55 b, 1. 4: 

2 5 Quriin: Suratud-Dukkhftn, xliv. 44: 
Our MS. Fol. I 5 I a, 1. 5: 

26 Quriin: Suratun-Nal)l, xvi. 24: 
Our MS. Fol. 2o a, 1. 7: 

27 Qurfm: Suratut-Taubah, ix. 54: 
Our MS. Fol. 53 a, 1. 2: 

28 Quran: Suratun-Nal)l, xvi. 1 I 2: 

Our :MS. Fol. 56 a, 1. 9: 

29 Qurftn: Suratun-Nabl, xvi. 3o: 
Our MS. Fol. IJ b, 1. 7: 

30 Qurftn: Suratun-Nal)l, xvi. 87-8: 

Our :MS. Fol. 55 a, 11. 4, 6: 

V Jw he said to her 
\yJ ~,;.; it has hel'n said to her 

l.;j I we 
~~ verily 

Jl;J and he said 
Jl; ht: said 

~ he would have made you 
~ (same meaning, but without 

energy) 

~~ iniquitous 
~~ iniquity 

0J.r-:! they desire 
0J.r-J you desire (the dots of the 

Td are clear) 

Lo_, and not 
\.o not 

~ (the soul) did 
~ (the soul) did it 

~ verily, yes 
.,N but 

1.) 1_, and if, (and less frequently) 
when 

.)I_, and when, (and less frequent
ly) if 
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a Greek or a Syriac one, since whereas in the old Greek letters and in the 
Estrangelo characters, almost every letter is written separately, or if not, it is 
formed in a mould different from its neighbours, the Arabic language has many 
letters united with the preceding or with the following ones, and scarcely 
distinguishable by a different stroke of the pen. If then, in a contingent future, 
a scholar, guided by this first decipherment, notices that I have failed once 
or twice, I beg him to remember me in the following strophe : 

ALPHONSE MINGANA. 

WOODBROOKE, BIR:\UNGHA~I. 
May, 1914. 

Errata 

p. 40, l. 22, put the word 0,!J.ll at the end of the preceding line. 
p. 56, l. 17, take away the dots from the Ta of ~. 
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~ o o;_,.... 
"':"'I~ A~-J_, ~C:J_,i .J.Jt u-'.) 0-0 v. ~ 

~J ..:,4l,. l_,fo 0-:!.Jt_, .._s,J.A IJ.A, ~ 11. I • 

_,~1 ..qS:l ,:.._. ~.Jt .J.Ji .A~i j~; 0-0 "':"'I~ ~ v. I I 

~-' 6..l.Q..; 0-0 I~-' o r4 ~ ill.iJI f.$~ 
,,i L4_, ..:,t~t ..,t l.o ..qS:~ ~-' 0 .,p v. 1 r 

U-'~~ __.o~ ..:,l~SJ .ill} ~ 01 c:J.;..o ~ ._..Q;SYt 

...o4i u~J':! ~ 0-:!..JJ 1_,~ t~'i 0-:!..JJ Jj 11. I !""' 
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