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MEMORIALS OF TOURS AND SONNETS 14I

understanding.  Pious pilgrims in the poet’s footsteps
have identified every reference and cleared up every
allusion in these poems; but, whether studied geographi-
cally or read poetically, the Duddon sonnets have always
taken high rank among Wordsworth’s productions. Since
the potamic stage of civilisation, in the favourite phrase
of a certain school of historians, a river has always held
romance for the children of men. Its cloudy origin, its
troubled youth, its tranquil manhood, flowing towards the
sea, are typical of the course of human life. And it writes
our history no less than our philosophy, for it is the highe
way of intercourse and commerce in peace and war, con-
trolling the destinies of the peoples on its banks. If Nile,
or Tiber, or Rhine, or Neva is romantic in this wise, why
not Duddon in its own degree? Those to whom the
incantation of Wordsworth is a familiar message will see
the truer appropriateness in his choice of a less-known
theme, will look to him for a deeper meaning than their
own sense could read, and will find—from the Dedication
to the After-thought—Wordsworth once more revealed in
these poems as the priest of nature and the prophet of
man. It is at least significant that Zhe Monthly Review,
which, in August, 1819, spoke of the author of Pefer Bell
as “this infatuated poetaster,” and in September, 1819,
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MEMORIALS OF TOURS AND SONNETS 149

Wordsworth. Those to whom the peace of the permanent
amid things passing makes ample atonement for the
shifting pleasures it puts by, will rise to the height of this
concluding aspiration. The house that has not passed
away is his.
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