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IQBAL STUDIES IN TAJIKISTAN

Dr. Sharafbonu Pulodova

Muhammad Igbal a well-known poet, great thinker
whose name is printed with golden letters in the history of
culture. The scholars, philosophers and sociologists study
his creations. His heritage is translated into the main
eastern and western languages.

The Tajiks are able to read and take benefit from
Igbal’s works in Persian and to take part in its studying.
The poetry, reflecting his social and political, philosophical
and revolutionary thoughts was introduced to Tajiks just at
the end of 50"s and entered into the heart of every Tajik
and became close to our people.

Mirsaid Mirshakar, Tajik poet, after the visit to
Pakistan brought Persian books of Igbal and introduced
Igbal to Tajiks, consequently an article “Muhammad Igbal
was published in 1958, in “Sharg-e Surkh”, # 8 (today
“Sadoe Sharq”), journal of the Writer’'s Union of
Tajikistan. The article painted a complete picture of Igbal’s
thoughts with the biographical suited. Mirsaid Mirshakar in
addiction to a book published 220 verses of Igbal Persian
poetry for Tajik readers, which was a first publication of
Igbal’s poetry in Tajikistan.
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At the end of 1958, the State Publishing House of
Tajikistan printed a collected “She’rho” (poems),
consisting of 396 verses of Persian works. The collector
was also Mirsaid Mirshakar. The book was prefaced by the
article “Muhammad Igbal” and it was the first effort in
Tajikistan. Mirsaid Mirshakar divided Igbal’s works into
the separate periods.

In 1966, “Payome Mashriq” was published by “Irfan”
Printing House, which has supplementary Persian poems of
Igbal and again was prepared by Mirsaid Mirshakar. The
book was consisting of 1336 verses and the previous
preface with some additions. It should be mentioned that in
the first book, the name of poem of verses were not
mentioned, but in the second book this point was taken into
account.

[t can be said that, Mirsaid Mirshakar was a pioneer of
presenting Igbal’s poetry to Tajik readers; subsequently
other scholars continued this initiative.

In 1967, in Dushanbe the Writers’ Union of Tajikistan
organised an International Symposium. The scholars and
poets from Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan India, and the
orientalists from Central Asia and Moscow participation.

The agenda of the Symposium was Persian poetry of
that period, tasks of XX™ century, position of poet in that
period, contribution of poets in the struggle for peace and
friendship of the people, contemporary Persian poetry and
its contribution in development of civilization. Two Tajik
representatives— Mirsaid Mirshakar and Sharafbony
Pulodova presented their works, which were devoted to
different aspects of Ighal’s poetry in the symposium. Later
on some articles were published in periodic magazines by
Tajik orientalists like “Muhammad Igbal—poet and thinker”
by Muhammad Osimi, “Drops from Igbal’s ocean”, “In the
way of human changing” by Sharafbony Pulodova; “Poet
and great freedom lover thinker—-Muhammad Igbal”,
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“Educative and moral thoughts of Igbal”, “Social and
political thoughts of Igbal”, “Igbal and our respective
scholars” by Abdullojon Gafforov.

In 1973 articles like “Muhammad Jgbal” and in 1978
“Friendship poetry” were published in “Donish’ Society by
Abdullojon Gafforov. The first article was briefly about life
activity and some advance thoughts of Muhammad Igbal
and second one was about relations of Pakistani and Indian
poets, who wrote Persian poetry, including Muhammad
Igbal. These two articles were collected as “Muhammad
Igbal” in 1977 by the mentioned author.

During the celebration of 100" anniversary of
Muhammad [gbal’s, UNESCOQ declared 1977 as a year of
Igbal and this year was celebrated in different countries of
the world. In October of 1977 a solemn scientific session
devoted te this anniversary was held in Tajikistan and the
fresh printed poems such as “Sado-eMashriq” (1978),
“Muhammad Igbal” by Abdullojon Gaffurov (late) and
some other scientific articles were presented for readers,
The book of Gafforov was about advance thoughts, Igbal
poetry and his position.standard in Persian poetry -of
Pakistan and India. This was the first book about the
Persian poetry of Igbal in Tajik language.

In 1978 “Donish™ Printing House published a book of
Pakistani scholar Syed Abdul Wahid—"Igbal: Works and
his world outlook™. This book was translated from English
by Tajik orientalist—-Muheera Shahidi.

A book with collected articles “Works of Muhammad
Igbal” devoted to 100" anniversary of Iqbal was published
by initiative of Institute of Orientals of the USSR Academy
of Sciences in Moscow’s Printing House “Nauka”, in 1982.
The Book was begun with the article “About life and
activity of Igbal™ by Natalia Progarina”, a famous Russian
Igbalist and it was divided into three parts. A first part was
“Igbal-poet and thinker of the East”, second one was
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*Classic traditions and world outlook of Igbal” and the last
one was “Igbal and literary process of the world”.

Two articles of the Tajik Igbalists were also included
into this book: '
“*Muhammad Igbal and Persian poets of Pakistan and India”
by Abdullojon Gafforov and “Bandaginoma of Igbal and
his point of view to Art” by Sharafbony Pulodova.

Abdurauf Malik selected some articles of Soviet
Igbalists and prepared a separate book “Works of
Muhammad Igbal. The collected articles of the Soviet
scholars” was published in Lahore in English in 1983.

A collection, poems of Igbal was published in 1987
under the name of “Paighom-e-Sharq” edited by Gafforov
and prefaced by the background of Igbal.

As we can see, the research work on Igbal in Tajikistan
is lined in two direction: first is publication of his works,
i.e. presenting subjects for research and second is research,
i.e. related to political and social events of the poet in his
period, literary process of the world and different aspects of
his works. Therefore, Tajik scholars tread from small
subject into general one, get introduction with foreign
colleagues and discuss in order to get truth.

In the past just Tajik literary people were dealing with
the works of Igbal, but today philosophers and sociologists
are also involved well. In this context, we can refer
dissertation for doctor degree under “Issue of Human is
lgbal’s philosophy” by Idibek Ziyoyev and research work
of Komil Bekzoda, both the employees of Institution of
Philosophy of Academy of Science, RT.

In 1995, “Anjuman-e Igbal’ with an object to promote
formed Islamic Republic of Pakistan in Dushanbe, The
Embassy of the which purpose was publication of Igbal
scientific and literary creations, works of poets and scholars
of Pakistan and Tajikistan on Igbal and literary creations,
works of poets and scholars of Pakistan and Tajikistan on
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igbal and historic links of literature between Pakistan and
Tajikistan.

In 1995, 118" anniversary and in 1977, 120"
anniversary of Igbal’s birth were widely and solemnly
celebrated in Tajikistan. The Tajik scholars Rasul
Hodizoda, Sharafbony Pulodova, Ali-e Muhammadi, Azim
Baizoev and Chobulqoi Dodalisho and Muzaffari
Muhammmadi have welcomed 120" anniversary of poet
with great gifts: “Kuloyot-e Farsi” of Allama Muhammad
Igbal in Cyrillic Tajik with preface and vocabulary. This
book was published in Islamabad by assistance of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan in the Republic of Tajikistan,
in 1977. 1t was the first book consisting whole Persian
poems of [gbal.

In 1977, Tajik scientists Sharofiddin Imom and
Bahriddin Talbak published the scientific work of
Muhammad Igbal “Renaissance of the religious thoughts in
Islam”. The book was on the base of the Persian translation
by Persian scientist Ahmad Orom, which was published in
1968 in Iran.

In 1999 Igbal Academy of Pakistan presented the
collection of articles on Igbal studies. The collected articles
were touched upon different sides of Igbal’s creation:
religious, philosophic, moral, social and ideas devoted to
the revolution.

It is not reasonless that Igbal and his great and
profound poetry attracted hearts of thousands of our
compatriots and he became worthy of their deep respect
and attention.

At present, Tajikistan is formed as an independent
country. which defines its place in the world community
and its people wants to decide their destiny by themselves,
therefore it is useful and inspiriting it every Tajik citizen,
especially young people follow the progressive Igbal’s
ideas which are developing personality of man, educating
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morality and spirituality, wisdom and generousity, and
leading science and education.

Since last several years, the “Igbal Society” is active in
Tajik State National University. The head of this Society is
Mr. Komil Bekzoda, Doctor of Philosophy, poet and great
devotee of Igbal’s poetry, who assists students in analysis
and deep understanding of Igbal’s great poetry. The
participation of youth in this Society and also organizes
competitions of Igbal poetry’s readers between students
from all institutions of higher education. “Friendship
Society and culture relations of Tajikistan with foreign
countries” and the Embassy of Islamic Republic of Pakistan
to the Republic of Tajikistan also arranged competition,
which was devoted to the 120" anniversary of the poet.
These all events testify that profound work of Alloma is
respectful and attractive for Tajik youth.

At present, Tajik scholars are working on the scientific
and literary heritage of Igbal, to study its influence on
contemporary Tajik writers, to translate the Urdu heritage
of Alloma into Tajik and in such manner to make all
Persian speaking people of the world listen to his voice,
which invites people to friendship, mutual understanding,
peace building and its defense, and to put their share in
analysis of what is said, to whom is said and from where is
this wanderer.

I wish for be scientific cooperation between Tajik and
Pakistani scholars and Igbal Academy of Pakistan will
entertain the publications on Igbal studies published in
Tajpkistan into bibliography devoted to this theme. To
acknowledge and appreciate the work of the Tajik Scholars.




THE PERSPECTIVES OF STUDYING
MUHAMMAD IQBAL IN TAJKISTAN

Habibullo Rajabov

The people of Pakistan are indisputably proud of their
really rich literature. It is enough to pick up any poetical
anthology, any literature guide of Pakistan Scholars or
works of foreign orientalists on Urdu literature and to look
only at its table of contents to realize the names of the great
poets and writers of this country. Undying creations of the
great people make rich not only the literature of their
country but the oriental literature and the literature of world
as a whole. They are Mir Taqi Mir, Ibrahim Zawq, Mirza
Asadullah Ghalib, Mumin Khan Muin, Altaf Husain Hali,
Akbar Allahabadi, Josh Malehabadi, Hafiz Jalandhari, Faiz
Ahmad Faiz, Ehsan Danish, Ahmad Nadim Qasmi, Vali
Dakani, Khaja Mir Dard, Abdul Halim Sharar, Mirza
Rusva, Ratanath Sarshar, Mirza Rajab Ali Beg Surur and
others,

We enumerated the names of some outstanding poets
and writers of different epochs and thus emphasizing that
every epoch has given us new names which we call very
bright stars of literature. When we talk about Persian and
Urdu Literature of Pakistan of first half of the XX™" century
we can pronounce with confidence and without hesitation
the name of greatest poet and thinker Muhammad Igbal.
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The great poetical talent let Muhammad Igbal to go out of
traditional borders of expounding of thought and meaning
by the language of poetry.

The popularity of Igbal is not only because of it. In his
works Igbal as a real patriot and as an outstanding humanist
expressed an enormous love to his country and to his
people. Just the sense of patriotism and love to his people
was that nectar which feeds the tree of Igbal’s creation.
This tree grew very fast and gave plentiful and sweet
harvest and with it's qualities attracts the millions of
connoisseurs of poetry to sit under the shadow of the green
leafs of Igbal’s tree of poetry. Today Igbal is popular. poet
in the East and the West.

In Tajikistan in XX™ century and in fifth/sixth decade
Tajik reader was acquainted with the patterns of creations
of different poets and writers of Western and Eastern
countries. Among them was the poet Muhammad
Igbal—and his poetry..

The verses of Igbal for the first time were published in
1958 in Sharki Surkh (Red East) Magazine. In the same
year as a scparatc edition was published the collection
“Verses”. In 1966 collection of Igbal’s poetry “The Epistle
of East” was edited by Tajik poet Mirsaid Mirshakar.

Now Igbal’s poetry is well introduced in every
educated family and poetical discussion. The number of
amateurs and connoisseurs of his poetry began to increase
since the end of 5™ Decade of the 20" century.

The celebration of 100" anniversary of Muhammad
Igbal’s birthday in Tajikistan in 1977, was accompanyed by
organization of conference, meetings, publications of
collections of poet’s, verses, the publications of scholarly
articles etc.. Just in 1977 in honour of poet’s Jubilee in
Tajikistan was published first monograph of Tajik Scholar
Abdullojon Gaffarov “Muhammad Igbal”. A year later
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Gaffarov prepared and published the collection of Igbal’s
verses named “The voice of East” (“Sadae Sharq”).

In consequence the number of scholar studying Iqbal’s
heritage have increased in the republic Tajik scholar began
to study Muhammad Iqbal as a poet as a philosopher, as a
humanist and as a fighter for freedom.

In 1991 Tajikistan became an independent country. We
can say that independently from difficult social, economic
and political situation in the Republic of Tajikistan it was
started the new phase of studying Igbal.

In 1995 in Dushanbe, established the “Association of
Igbal” by the members of famous Tajik scholar, poets,
writers and public figures of the republic. The “Association
of Igbal” makes a big contribution to the studying Igbal
and his heritage.

At the present time in the Oriental studies faculty of
Tajik State National University, in Oriental institute and
Philosophy institute of the Academy - of science of
Republic of Tajikistan everybody from ordinary student up
to famous scientist are studying Igbal. It has became a
tradition at the Tajik State National University to conduct
the annual scientific conference which call “Igbal Day”

Now we can meet with the name of Igbal in text books
for secondary school and in the history of Oriental
literature. And we mainly study only Persian heritage of
Igbal, in future we shall try to study his present Urdu
poetry.
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