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“The universe is, however, not created, caused or willed by God—
as it is for most of the other Muslim philosophers ; it is simply the
coming ihte manifestation of something already existing in God.
A thing comes into existence not because of God"s will but because of
the specific nature of the laws with the thing itsell. So Ibn Arabi's
God is actually the name for all the laws inherent in existence. Since
everything that is an aspect of manifestition of the divine essence,
there is, for Ibn Arabi, no separation between man and Geod. Our
sense of separation is only apparent and due to our ignorance. Like-



o

wise though God does not specifically desire evil, even evil {or rather
what man considers evil) is a manifestation of certain laws that have
their being in God. In order to be perfect, that is complete, the
universe must include what we regard as imperfection : Otherwise it
would be incomplete. Everything being a manifestation of God, man’s
free-will too belongs to that category. In other words, whatever
man does comes from God. This however does not imply that God
is a capricious despot who wilfully imposes His decision upon man. If
man cannot escape from making a particular choice, this is due to the
fact that he can not escape the law inherent within himself. Such an
interpretation by us implies predestination, for, man is never fully
aware of the laws under whose command he acts, and thus he must
behave as though He actually had a free-will. His fate is not pre-
determined but self- determined.”
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