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And the skyscrapers of Manhatten, Detroit, Chicago,
London, Paris, Berlin — what will they say when the
hoarse and roaring years of their origin have sunk

to @ ot whispering?

Will the same fathoms come for the skyscrapers !

Will the years heave and the wind and rain haul and hover

Till sand and dust have picked the locks and blown the
safes and smashed the windows and filled the elevator
shafts and packed the rooms and made ashes of the
papers, Lhe stocks and bonds, the embossed and attested

securities?



o |

Will it be colder and colder yet with ice on the ashes?

Even though the title deeds read ““Jorever and it perpetuity

unto heirs and assigns {or all time this deed

is executed™ !

The  great Sphinx and the Pyramids say:

* Man passed this way and saw a lot of ignorant besotted

Pharaohs. "

The pink pagodas, Jade rams and
Marble elephants of China say :

“ Man came along here tooc and met suave and cruel

manderins *’

The temples and forums of Greek and Rome say:



AMan owned man here where man bought and sqld man in
the open slave auctions; by these chattels stone

was piled on stove to make these now crumbled

pavilions. "
The medieval Gotiic Cathedrals allege :

* Mankind said prayers here for itself and for stiff necked

drunken robber barons, "’

Will it be all smoothed over into a hush where no one pleads.

* Who were they ? where did they come from? and why were
they in such a hurry and they knew so little where

they were going.”

One by one they will Ipass and be laid in numbered graves,

One by one lights out and candles of rememberance

And rest amid silver handles and heavy roses

And forgotten hymns sung to their forgotten names —
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“Reconstruction of Religious thought
in Islam”

Thus we see that the Quranic legend of the fall has
nothing to do with the first appearance of man on this planet.
Its purpose is rather to indicate man’s rise from primitive state
ol instinctive appetite to the conscious possession of a free self,
capable of doubt and disobedience. The fall does not mean
any moral depravity; it is man's transition from simple cons-
ciousness to the first flash of self consciousness, a kind of waking
from the dream nature with a throb of casuality in one's own
being. Nor does Quran regard the earth as a torture-hall.
waere an elementary wicked humanity is imprisoned for an origi-



L9

nal act of sin. Man’s first act of disobedience was also his first
act oi iree choice; and that is why, according to the Quranic
narration, Adam'’s first transgression was forgiven.

(The Reconstruction of Religious Thought m Islam. Page 80)
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¥. Man’s perception are not bounded by organs of
perception : he perceives more sensc (though
ever so acute) can discover,

2. He who sees the Infinite in all things sees God.
He wheo sces the Ratio only, sees himsell onlv,
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