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Personally I believe the Turkish view is perfectly sound.
It is hardly necessary to argue this point. The Republican
form of Government is not only thoroughly consistent
with the spirit of Islam but has also become a necessity
in view of the new forces that are set free in the world of
Islam.
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The ulema should form a vital part of muslim legislative

assembly helping and | guiding free discussions on
questions relating to law.
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Really Ijtthad can be free only in one sense i.e in the
sense of the freedom of the conscience of the Mujtahid
from political pressure and surveillance to temporal
authority. Paradoxically enough this is best achieved in
the absence of a rigid mechanism and regulated
institution. The view that the Abbasid Caliphs were
afraid lest a permanent assembly became tog powerful
for them is falisfied by the evidence of history.
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It inherits the softness and refinement of its Aryan
. . .. 1
mother and the sterling character of its Semitic father.
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Take up the White Man's burden
Send forth the best ye breed
Go, bind vyour sons to exile,
To serve your captives’ need;
To  wait in  heavy  harness
On  fluttered folk and  wild

Your newcaught sullen people,
Half-  devil and  half-  child.
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It is , therefore, primarily reflection which gives us an
insight into the poetic meaning of our observation and
experience, and indicates to us the right outlook on life.
A poet is essentially a seducer, whose art may lead us
either to life or to death. God has vouchsafed to him the
skill to make things look more beautiful than they really
are — but it is for him to use this power — dangerous as
it is — in the proper manner.

If he beautifies the ugly and glorifies dreary, he is sure to
land his people into the valley of inaction and death.
There have been among us poets,who have , to our great

misfortune done this , and all the guidance that I can

give you is this — avoid their company.

Hoping you are well and thanking you for your kind
letter.

Yours Sincerely,

Mohammad Igbal, Lahore.'
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1) Roger's Problems of Philosophy

2)  Fullerton's Introdcution to Philosophy

3)  History of philosophy, (Windelband)
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. Bhopal
Shish Mahal,
17" March, 1936
My dear Prof. Gilani,
Thank you so much for your letter which has found me

in Bhopal where I have been staying for some time for

glutine treatment of my throat. There is some little



w2 i A
improvement but I feel my health has broken down on the
whole and that I shall have to be extremely careful for the
rest of my days.

I have no objection to your doing whatever you like with
my article on Ahmadism.

The article on Bal-Jibrail is well-written. I am glad to see
that the younger generation of Muslims have begun to see
what I am driving at. Another collection of Urdu poems
called mb/ < > will, I hope be out in the month of April or
May .

I hope to be able to return to Lahore in the first week of
April.

Thanking you.

Yours sincerely,

Muhammad Igbal
Please excuse this scribbling. M.I

uj/t./'»u'/?zfﬁ'fK??(anerw@/m
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Lahotre

31" Oct. 1936
Dear Mr.Gilani,
Thanks for your letter and the pamphlets which are so
interesting.
The Persian poem was published the other day and is
available at Kitab Khan-i- Tulu' -i-Islam, 25 Mcleod Road,
Lahore . As to r“"b/ <« > , you are right in saying that it is less

musical. I have myself warned the reader:
i S
Reflective poetry must reach a stage when it must say
things in an absolutely straightforward and unvarnished
manner so that no one may have any excuse for escaping
from the problems of real life.

Yours sincerely,

Muhammad Igbal
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