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"All this Pride to want nothing, all his possessions to have nothing! the heart of

a king from a poor man who wants nothing."
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"Gabrial is yours, Muhammad yours, yours the Quran; but yet whose soul's
deciphering lies in these high words of solace_yours, or is it mine?: (Page 51)
- - -
B EINAIDR .
ke PRIy S F
(Note on Page 117)
Deciphering:- A difficult line, which I have heard long debated by experts. The
literal sense is:- but is this sweet word your interprepter or mine?
I take the "Sweet word"

to be the Quran".
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"All this Pride, to want nothing; all his possessions to have nothing! The heart

of a king from a poor man who wants nothing,"
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Social streamlets
Join his waters. And now moves be
O'er the plain in silv'ry glory,
And the plain in him exults,
And the rivers from the plain,
And the streamlets from the mountains
Shout with joy, exclaiming, Brother,
Brother, take thy brethren with thee,
With thee to thy aged father,
To the everlasting ocean,
Who, with arms outstretching far,
Waiteth for us.
Ah, in vain these arms lie open

To embrace his yearning children;



Fopit s Joi -
For the thirsty sand consumes us
In the desert waste; the sunbeams
Drink our life-blood; hills around us
Into lakes would dam us! Brother,
Take thy brethren of the plain,
Take thy brethren of the mountain
With thee, to thy father's arms!
And so beareth to his brethren,
All his treasures, all his children,
Wildly shouting, to the bosom

Of his long excpectant sire.
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The wise Director, in whose nature

Love had allied beauty with majesty,
Answered: "Thou arr unread in life's lore,
Careless of its end and its beginning

Be without fear of others!?
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"Nature was not quite decided what to make of Plato - poet or philosopher. The

same indecision she appears to have felt in the case of Goethe.”2



1 I ANy e

Jlf‘a C@;fuﬁ-&ﬂ;&au g/u,busufégﬁ,uéw}”&

el S el 2 ST

AL e B SR e s S ST LT G
fffgfc}w/ffwd;'LwﬁuﬁLwé isdg Jed
S S s kA LIPS N S e oKL
S eSS o LSy S Sk
’%ILJQ!_%JL’{uf(f:/d/bﬁgﬁf;}ng.z;/jﬂru‘»J!d”:/tﬁ_‘a
L}/U),gf s ﬁ“a (%fb) ‘o K/‘/l}ib’}’/:a/jc SRS
B 12 3L OIS S e (S b
PP p S el b LI 12 e (AL a1
1L SR f et LA o ANPIL = PG e
o PSPPIt S S S 2 St
Jodeintie Lo PFe t/ U e BT L
Pl 6 Lt QU G a5k A Ui St
‘U:JLJ,Y/DJ’,’:‘/Lﬁ,f ’ﬂﬁ'uﬁdku( s Kb uﬁa‘“m,;f!_%
S P Yatie & bt a (ELYESE il 22 2
Bt oot S shsb e Mink S E e 0Ly )
Lottt/ e e md LGS SIS L
A FTAIS o P 0s i § S S % L
S t'wcé;’ké?{ rﬁd/v Jg/ug‘f(cuﬁ ur%r‘fu'.;f'-uj
&:JU?&)@’?}C&V:; _‘Qé (Perfection) MU’?JQL’?I{. Uleen
_‘a/t’/u‘}}tuﬁul‘,b}/’{bd/oiufy‘j?uj

,:f:./)'cf,,bﬁ(ﬁ&)b

4.4.1."_(,3}2 Uy o a/ﬂd/g,y.}/)'df.:'cf”lﬁz Jfguf;buf»/f



ol p st J0 1
JL@L;MU!.de‘uJ#m;Ldﬁ‘;f&LmL
u*._/yde‘u»wu(ubL.,w,dyw(/,uf”(td;um&”
.w/dﬂ‘gf:(bﬂz Ju’,w‘c UIFL L/ii.dbul/ ,J':u/ub
(Vu!gg_éu:ggfd‘!éd/v ?/,ltza’vi(}.y(a.uu%
d/drz‘_ ‘/J”U;ﬁ’u!pu’"v;i;y;(mng Poem)ng)b}i}Liu;L
i B it ggmn st < Lbule el a2al £ 2P
oL 5P SIS A AT s s
LA pre AL (Pbrzon) Jo phm Dbt = & T
1L FrE I o6 o Qe 1 P 351y e
SRS s Gr5 -8 K g mios §5781 Sn®
‘u“yGCMJ,gKfrﬂ’)’?ug%;L/jv_;,gﬁﬁ/u?ugﬁ/w;g;
e NI G S G i 57 P Gl o 45
Seddedile LALOE S PEI0I 238 Jo it
-nému/ﬂcéfd/@:'ﬁd;uf'cﬁw Pl e e P
:éj—’jé/h%ifb}f'-g%’
Ut It S b

=Bl /’%gfm:._} s s b

el =l /J'll -7y Ak

s 272 ;”J;/ Ak

c«tévé.g"d:'ab'aa Ok = U~

o UL o e b

gtﬂ’( sielie (3&54; J

ce B Ao S

14 (}/ :J s g kb



" R PRIy
/y{/ﬁun ufu.lf[/fln )
el e el Uf o oy
Ve e3Pl S s e f
ebie o Us ) d/é_l./’vg
ﬁz.goﬁ’(t?&s,&f
lebe Uz Kemlbe Uz K
G 26 s fL B AT s Ui
6 5T dp b S P
3 Qs sare tAIETE AP L2y SF 0
Ao § G e 1 BT kP e b g Ulotfe
G e S L e $2 e ETAL S S = s e
_L[J:‘?"u:MﬂnglLJQJ/Q@fV;Ji}ﬂn
Y Sy V[
G ll$UE Uiststed Jle S fFL GBI, -
e el G Ut e A L Ute S s B
BUG TRy S SR
_,}VgJui’g,d/t%u}”ffzK‘cﬁgiwu"’t’ugLJQ’ -r
A b St e Bt F e
bdest vl ffu
K e S L SUPNES e Pt Fr -r
—e Ul
s e uiom I8 FtgredJon o
e S U
W1 TS ot St Lo S s St -0



Pl p st 0 1A
e Ll oo e Aad S P Pt s

I ARV ot Y IRET YO SR -2 U I
-‘auf Sleesf

e STk S TP ip g Q200
P SO S ]

S 2 E G

S S o S S e S
Wlew§ b i S Pt L el e e
LI A S F Pt e8P L S S
§ (Objective Correlative) Clberle vl adefe 1)L 2':? l
(Ut amie Seo s S oIU I - Pee S T 21 L

The only way of expressing emotion in the form of art is by finding an
'objective correlative'; in other words, a set of objects, a situation, a chain of
events which shall be formula of that particular emotion; such that when the
external facts, which must terminate in sensory experience, are given, the

emotion is immediately evoked.?
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The freedom of his thought, his noble and loyal character made me believe

during our conversation that I had before me, brought to life again, one of my

old acquaintances, Avicenna, Averroes, or another of those great infidels who
14

represented during five centuries the tradition of the human spirit.
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4~ The Reader's Companion to World Literature. New York.1973.p.449.
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7= The Readr's Companion to World Literature. op.cit.p. 448,449
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11— M.M.Sharif (ed): A History of Muslim Philosophy vol. a, p.524.
12— Will Durant: Story of Philosophy .p.198.
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14— As quoted by Dr. Osman Aminn (Cairo University) A History of Muslim
Philosophy. op.cit.p. 1484.
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1— Allama Muhammad Iqbal: Speeches, Writings and Statements of Igbal, lahore.

Allama Muhammad Igbal :Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Lahore.

Translation by R.A Nicholson: Secrets of Self, Lahore. 1944.p.28.
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IQBAL'S CONCEPT OF HISTORY AND MAN

Allama Igbal, the greatest poet-philosopher, whose best efforts were
expended in explaining and redefining the nature of self and its creative
faculties, and who was deeply concerned with the problem of human
destiny in the universe, could not but deliberate on the meaning of
history. As a staunch believer in the essentially creative nature of human
ego, he could not remain indifferent to the crucial question of man's role
in the process of history as it unfolds itself in time. The question as to the
meaning or nature of history might not have been of prime importance
during his formative years, but it was not long before he collected his
perceptions about history turning them into a wholesome concept about
which the first and foremost fact is that it is essentially based on or
influenced by the Quranic concepts of human history. It also was to be a
rare privilege for Igbal to be able to point out, perhaps for the first time
so explicity, in the early decades of twentieth century that the Quran
declares history to be one of the three major sources of human
knowledge, the other two being the inner experience of man and the

world of nature.

Iqgbal's Philosophy of History

It was in his fourth lecture entitled as "The Human Ego-His
Freedom and Immortality" that Iqbal first alluded to the Quranic concept
of history as one of the three authentic sources of human knowledge.
Later, he further expounded his view of the Quranic concept of human
history in his fifth lecture "The Spirit of Muslim Culture" wherein he
pointed out that the Quran laid emphasis on Nature and History as

sources of human knowledge. Commenting on Ibn-I-Miskwaih's theory
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of evolution and Ibn-I-Khaldun's view of history, Igbal said that all lines
of Muslim thought converged on a dynamic conception of the universe,
and that according to the Quranic teachings nations were collectively
judged and suffered for their misdeeds here and now. Quoting at length
from the Quran Igbal drew the conclusion that the holy book suggested
the possibility of a scientific treatment of life of human societies regarded
as organisms. In this context Igbal also explained that "the interest of the
Quran in history, as a source of human knowledge, extended farther than
the mere indication of historical generalization." Here he mentions the
Quranic principle of checking the correctness or otherwise of reporting
that might make the foundation of historical facts. "The possibility of a
scientific treatment of history", says Igbal, "means a wider experience, a
greater maturity of practical reason, and finally a fuller realization of
certain basic ideas regarding the nature of life and time" (1)

It can clearly be seen from the foregoing that while delineating the
Quranic concept of history, Iqbal gave a definite shape to his own views
about history. Here it can also be mentioned that so far Igbal viewed
history as a record of past events, though there is a certain note in his
observations about the subject that gave rise to the idea that, apart from
considering history as an account of past events, Igbal also viewed it as a
universal movement. Giving a conclusive remark about Ibn-Khaldun's
view of history and his indebtedness to the Quran, Igbal says,
"Considering the direction in which the culture of Islam has unfolded
itself, only a Muslim could have viewed history as a continuous,
collective movement, a real inevitable development in time. The point of
interest in this view of history is the way in which Ibn-Khaldun conceives
the process of change. His conception is of infinite importance because
of the implication that history, as a continuous movement in time, is a
genuinely creative movement and not a movement whose path is already
determined. "

There are certain key words in these observations that underline

Igbal's own view of human history. These words are: continuous,
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collective, movement; a real inevitable development in time; creative
movement; a process of change. These key words lead us to the
conclusion that Igbal perceived history as a creative process in its totality.
A few years later, Igbal, in his presidential address of 11 June 1932,
remarked that "history in its totality is a movement of human soul.
Human soul has no specific environment. The whole world is its

environment."

Earlier on, Igbal had given a comprehensive account of what he
understood by history in Rumuz-e-Bekhudi in the context of the life of a
nation. He had suggested that history to a nation what a memory was to
an individual. As conscious individual life is not possible without a sense
of time and a memory of past event, so collective life of a nation is not
possible without what sense of history. The verses that deal with this
subject, simply translated, are as under:
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O you unmindful of yourself,

Do you know what history stands for?

Is it a legend, a story or a piece of fiction?

Nay, it is something that tells you about your own self.

It acquaints you with your objective in life,

And sets you on the path of struggle.

It sharpens you as a dagger is sharpened on the whet-stone,

And then strikes you at the face of the world.

See the extinguished flame in its burning pathos,

And see yesterdays in the lap of its todays.

Its candle is like the star of good fortune for nations,

Illumined by it is the night that passed as well as tonight.

It is like a trained eye that clearly sees the past,

And also recreates it for your sake.

Record history and be everlasting, and revive

The breaths you have already expended.

With the help of history, connect your yesterday with your today,

And make life your own.

For your present emerges from your past,

And your future rises from what is your present.

Life is but the perception of change in continuity.

This is the only comprehensive account that Igbal gave about
history, taken as the recording of the past. But gradually and finally he
came to the formulation of a conception of history as a universal and
creative movement of human soul in time. This is, perhaps, the most
dynamic concept of history with reference to the creativity of human

spirit. According to this view man cannot lead a creative life without
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having a clear conception of his historic context. It is thus that we come
to the conception of man as a historic being. In other words, this is how

we perceive man in history.

Igbal's view of Man as historical being

Igbal's earliest perceptions of Man as a historic being took shape in
his early Urdu poems. Shikwah being such a poem where he seems to try
to define the historic man with reference to the collective identity to the
Muslims. Shikwah as a poem reflects Igbal's greatest dream of
connecting the contemporary Muslim community with its glorious past
with an explicit desire to revive the past glory. This could not be possible
without a new vision of historical man. Though Shikwah is very much in
line with Hali's famous Mussaddas. But Hali's poem, great in its own
right thougt, has no spiritual or metaphysical foundation. In Shikwah
Igbal at once grasped the spiritiual or metaphysical dimension of Man as
a historical being. It is in Shikwah that Igbal for the first time viewed
history as a process of fulfillment of the destiny of a nation. This also
meant that history had a purpose to fulfill. Jawab-I Shikwah, in fact a
sequel to Shikwah, is nothing but a critique of historical Man as a
Muslim. Unlike Hali's despaired man that found expression in Musaddas,
Igbal's man in Shikwah, though rather outspoken, is hopeful and seems to
be anticipating a positive response from beyond. In Shikwah it is the
sense of the possibility of a personal and immediate contact with the
Absolute Reality that revives all hopes in future. After Shikwah and its
sequel, three longer Urdu poems also depict Igbal's quest for historic
authenticity, which could be nothing other than the creative force of great
individuals. I think that this perception of man in history seems to have
persisted for a major part of Igbal's life, or at least till the completion of
Javid Namah.

Metaphysical and Ideal Man

In quest for authentic historic man, Igbal inevitably turned to the

metaphysical man, the prototype of which was Adam, the archetypal
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man, the story of whose fall fascinated Iqbal's imagination
extraordinarily. But the mythical Adam and his fall from grace as such
could not be of much interest to Igbal; he had to recreate or reformulate
some parts of the story to suite his highly poetic imagination. Some of
his Urdu poems as "Frishte Adam ko Jannat se rukhsat karte haen",
Roohe Arzi Adam ka Istagbaal Karti hai, and a series of five Persian
poems, almost in the form of opera under the main title of Taskheer.l
.Fitrat, express Igbal's deep rooted desire to carve out an image of
metaphysical man that could lend authenticity to his historical existence.
But this quest for authentic historical man in turn made way for the quest
for the Ideal man. In fact, Igbal's historical man is the existential,
prototype 8 his Ideal or Perfect Man. This is why Igbal's Ideal man

cannot be said to be devoid of real substance.

Man in History and Beyond

As an unwavering exponent of creative possibilities of self and free
will of man, in truly Quranic sense, Igbal could not have subscribed to
any deterministic view of history. That's why he could never be in
consonance with either Hegel or Marx whose highly spiritual and
extremely materialistic views, respectively, could not be acceptable to
Igbal whose stress on the transcendence in human ego was so strong.
Unlike Hegel and Marx, he did not see idea as the main historic force or
as the inevitable laws of material phenomena. He, on the contrary, read
spiritual and moral meanings in history. Amongst the relatively modern
Western Philosophers of history, he seems to be partially in agreement
with Burckhardt whose idea of "the historical" seems closer to Igbal's
concept of history as a record of significant events, though he was not of
the view that there could be an objective science of history, but only "the
record of facts which one age finds remarkable in another." Igbal on the
other hand formally believed in the possibility of a scientific method in

recording or interpreting history. But keeping in view Igbal's exposition
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of his concept of history in Rumuz-i-Bekhudi, such views of Burckhardt
about history seem almost akin to Igbal's ideas "as record it (history)
depends on remembering and each generation, by a new effort of
appropriation and interpretation, has to remember time and again its own
past unless it wants to forget it and to lose the historical sense and
substance of its own existence," (Karl Lowith: Meaning in History, p.20)
Igbal did not say anything categorically about whether history had an
ultimate meaning. For he formally believed in and strongly advocated the
idea that history can be created by human will, though he also seems to
suggest the objectivity of the historical process. It implies the collective,
cumulative force of human actions bearing fruit in future. This indeed
points to an almost deterministic view of history. But, according to Igbal,
it is a relative determination the course of which can be altered by sheer

force of collective and individual will and action.

It may be relevant here to note that Igbal conceived the world as
Becoming, which is, in fact, what ultimately history stands for. In this
sense, history represents a process of liberation from the bonds of nature,
and it is thus that history and man become identical. For, history is either
created by man or recorded by man. But unlike Croce, to Igbal history is
not the whole of reality, it is reality in the human context, that is, it is the
reality of man as a creative agent whose creativity is reflected in the
significant and meaningful patterns of history.

Igbal's greatest contribution in the formulation of a new concept of
history lies in the fact that he brought history to the doorsteps of Muslim
consciousness. He made it explicit how the world history once had been
influenced by the great deeds of Muslim heroes. Here, he comes closer to
Carlyle who perceived history as the record of the accomplishments of
great men.

Thus it is that Igbal's view of man and history, as also his view of
man in history and beyond, reflects the possibilities of free coice and

initiative on man"s part, influencing the course of events progressively
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taking place in time. To conclude I would like to say that Igbal's idea of
man and history found fullest expression in his philosophy of self and
concept of time. For self is the quintessence of man and time an
enhanced view of history. In his later Urdu ghazals, Igbal envisioned man
as a cosmic pilgrim journeying through time and space with a definite
feeling of a lonely traveler whose sense of loneliness and pathos is his
only encouragement. This is how Igbal conceived man transcending the
limitations of time and space. This is man with futuristic contours, this
the struggling hero of the cosmic drama which may be full of pathos but
certainly not tragic. This is another concept of Igbal, which reflects his

anti-Hellenistic trends.

Iqgbal and Modern Man

It cannot be said with any amount of certainty when and how the
western man came to be considered as synonymous with modern man.
This equation can be assigned to the industrial revolution taking place in
Europe in the early 19th century. Preceding the industrial revolution,
Renaissance, Reformation and French Revolution had already set the
pace of events leading to the undeclared emergence of the modern man.
About different denominations of the modern man, Dr. Javed Igbal says,
"Modern Man is sometime called industrial man, technical man, mass
man, one-sided man, angry man, lonely man®. What exactly constitutes
modern man cannot be precisely recounted. But keeping in view the
critique of the Modern Man by distinguished writers and thinkers of early
20th century it can be summed up that Modern Man is the product of
materialism, mechanicalism and industrialism, a being highly skeptical
and devoid of spiritual foundation of life. His skepticism has led him to a
sense of hollowness (We are hollow men, we are stuffed men. T.S. Eliot).
Modern Man has lost his soul, so to say (Modern Man in search of a soul
Jung). Igbal's comment on modern (western) man is summed up in one of

his Lectures as thus.
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"The modern man has ceased to live soulfully, i.e. from within. In the
domain of thought he is living in open conflict with himself and in the
domain of economic and political life he is living in open conflict with
others. He finds himself unable to control his ruthless egoism and his
infinite gold - hunger which is gradually killing all striving in him and
bringing him nothing but life-weariness. Absorbed in the "fact", that is to
say, the optically present source of sensation, he is entirely cut off from
the unplumbed depth of his own being." ®)

While commenting on the hollowness of the modern western man,
Igbal does not lose sight of the modern East, particularly the modern
Muslim, about whose well-being he had been most anxious throughout
his life. Taking medieval mysticism as the moral and spiritual source of
the oriental Muslim and criticizing its failure in modern times Igbal
observes that "The technique of medieval mysticism by which religious
life, in its higher manifestations, developed itself both in the east and the
west has now practically failed. And to the Muslim East it has, perhaps,
done far greater havoic than anywhere else.(®) "Further criticizing
relatively modern Muslims" trend of renunciation of the physical world,
and taking into account both nationalism and atheistic socialism, two
major socio-political movements of the early 20th century, Igbal remarks
that "Neither the technique of medieval mysticism nor nationalism nor
atheistic socialism can cure the ills of a despairing humanity. Surely the
present is one of the great crises in the history of modern culture. The
modern world stands in need of biological renewal. ...It is only by rising
to a fresh vision of his origin ad future, his whence and whither, that man
will eventually triumph over a society motivated by an inhuman
competition, and a civilization which has lost its spiritual unity by its

inner conflict of religious and political value." (7)

Igbal's Essential Man

In the absence of an adequate term with scientific or philosophical

precision, to denote whatever Igbal thought as the essential features of
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man as a creative being, it is suggested here that "The Essential Man"
may perhaps be the term to serve the purpose. By this term is meant all of
Igbal's perception of man as a being and as a "possibility". Keeping aside,
for the time being, all idealistic and metaphysical contours of man as an
idealistic being, it is important to note that Igbal perceives of him as a
free causality in the usual chain of cause and effect in the universe. By
virtue of a highly evolved state of self-awareness, Iqbal's Essential Man is
unique in his individuality, which, though a great gift of nature, is rather
a moral and social responsibility. Because of his creative faculties, he is
capable of transcending his environmental limitations and can reach an
apex of high moral standards. In this sense he is capable of
self-fulfillment or self-realization as no other creature in this universe
seems to be. In the frame work of history, Igbal considered man as a
creative force capable of changing the course of events and introducing
therein altogether new elements of human content. In this context, two of
his famous Lectures, i.e. The Human Ego-His Freedom and Immortality

and Is Religion Possible need fresh reading.
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RELEVANCE OF IQBAL'S PHILOSOPHY OF "SELF" TO
THE MODERN WORLD OF ISLAM

As a seer and awakener of Muslim Ummabh in the twentieth century,
Igbal has exercised immeasurable influence upon the thinking of
contemporary Muslim world generally and Muslims of Indo-Pak
sub-continent particularly. His concept of "self" has played very important
role in giving new dircetion to religious and philosophical thought as
well as practical outlook of successive Muslim generations. Through his
philosophy of "self" (Khudi), he breathed new life into the aspirations of
his brethren in faith, and assured them of their glorious destiny in near
future. For he saw in Islam and the Muslims great potential for remaking
and reconstructing the decadent human society and bringing radical

change in the moral outlook of mankind.

Based on the concept of the uniqueness of the individual, his
philosophy of "self" can also be applied to the collective life of the
Muslim Ummah. Igbal established an inseparable link between the
"creative self and the dynamism of religion", which, in his opinion, has
found best expression in the form of Islam. He claims that the uniqueness
of the individuals can further be developed in the frame-work of Islam in
far better a way than can be irnagined. Islam to him was essentially a
dynamic and progressive religion that could vouchsafe the realization of
limitless potentialities of man that commonly lie dormant without
creative initiative and moral struggle. In contradistinction to many other
religions of the world, Islam places more emphasis on action and the
reality of the external world. Thus, self or ego has a wider scope of
expression and evolution in a truly Islamic society than in any other mode

of collective life. Igbal's theory of "monads" (individual egos) has a
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meaningful bearing upon the inner processes and the external expressions
of Muslim ummabh. Present resurgence of Islam can be traced back to the
Muslims, unity of Syed Jamal-ud-Din Asadabadi and his spiritual
disciple, Allama Muhammad Iqbal. But Igbal's contribution on
philosophical and religious level is far greater. Than that of snow
Jamal-ud-Din. His impact is still on work in the present contexts of the
Muslim nations of today whose awareness about the philosophy of Igbal
is gradually increasing. His theory of self-hood as complemented by the
idea of self-lessness, can go a long way in completing the process of
realization of the divinely promised destiny of Islam and Muslims in the
times to come.

Before he propounded his philosophy of "self" in his masnavi,
Asrar-e-Khudi (Secrets of the Self), he had already discovered the
intellectual grounds of Islam and Muslim culture. He had concluded that:
"Islam looks upon the universe as a reality and consequently recognises
as reality all that is in it", and that "evil is not essential to the universe;
the universe can be reformed; the element of sin and evil can be gradually
eliminated. All that is in the universe is God's, and the seemingly
destructive forces of nature become source of life, if properly controlled
by man, who is endowed with the power to understand and to control
them. "(1)

Apart from being an unmistakably new standpoint about Islam, his
statement, which was made as far back as in 1909, proved to be the
genesis of what later was to be known as his philosophy of "Self".
Incidentally, his philosophy of "Self" and its complementary part, the
concept of "selflessness" were developed, matured and expressed in
lyrical and narrative Persian verse which now ranks in the world classics,
during the period the humanity was facing and suffering the devastations
during, and in the wake of, first World War which spelled for Muslim
nations of the World nothing but disintegration, decay and subjugation to

foreign oppression.
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It was at this historic juncture in the history of Muslim Ummabh that
Igbal made the clarion call for the revival and resurgence of Islam and
Muslim power. In these seemingly darkest moments of despair and
self-destruction, he prophesied a radical change in favour of Islam and a
future for Muslims of the world far brighter than could be imagined then.
It was certainly to go against the winds; but he fared forward, creating in
Muslims of his day, through his poetry and philosophical writings, a

deeper understanding of Islam as an ideal religion.

His philosophy of religion found a very strong basis in the form of a
dynamic concept of human self or ego which, in his opinion, is the core
of man's individuality. It is "the unity of human consciousness which
constitutes the centre of human personality."(?) In his terminology, as a
"finite centre of experience", self is real, even though its reality is too
profound to be intellectualised." ® Further, according to him, Ego is
essentially personal and subjective. To quote Igbal's own words:
"Another important characteristic of the unity of the Ego is its essential
privacy which reveals the uniqueness of every ego." ) In Igbal's thought,
Self or Ego is creative and possesses "free initiative" that makes it a "free
causality" in its own right in the chain of cause and effect. It is this
creative character of ego through which it can transcend the limitations
imposed upon it by time and space. To him, self or ego is a luminous
point in the centre of our consciousness. Self or ego is strengthened by
ever aspiring desire and the emotion of Love. In his masnavi

Asrar-e-Khudi, defining Self or ego metaphorically, he says:
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"The luminous point whose name is the Self,

Is the life-spark beneath our dust.

By Love it is made more lasting,
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More living, more burning, more glowing.
From Love proceeds the radiance of its being,
And development of its unknown possibilities,
Its nature gathers fire from Love,

Love instructs it to illumine the world. "(®)

Self and Collective Life

Closely related to Igbal's concept of "self", is his view of Islam as a
socio-political force that is based upon a concept of life at once
progressive and dynamic. He saw Islam in the history of mankind as a
great progressive movement that has unfolded itself in the course of
history through art, philosophy, law and sciences, giving birth to a new
era of enlightenment and creativity in East as well as, consequently, in
the West. Igbal expressed his faith in a still greater destiny of islam and
Muslims of the world in not a distant future. To him, Islam has the great

potential to remake and reshape the existing human situation.

Taking human ego as an ever creative centrality, the efficiency of
which becomes Manifold in a model Muslim society, Iqbal affirms the
latent qualities of Muslim character and places emphasis on the historic
role the Muslim Ummah can and ought to play, in reshaping its own
destiny, in contradistinction to the hostile forces that be, and be also able
to act as a guiding principle of peace, love equality and universal

brotherhood of mankind amongst the warring nations of today's world.

Such an ideal cannot be achieved unless the ummah takes the shape
of an organic whole, each part of which is integral, though retaining its
essential individual features. On the analogy of self or ego. Muslim
ummah has per necessity to become self-conscious, self-reviewing,
self-preserving and prepared to combat any Not-Self that may threaten its
solidarity and its collective survival. All such self-oriented activities of an
organic whole, in this case a society of egos as conceived by Igbal,
presuppose a deep, healthy and comprehensive self-knowledge. For, in

order to know what I have to do in ethical sense, requires a sound
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knowledge of what I am. Thus, in the context of Igbalian thought-pattern,
a healthy self-comprehension is a pre-requisite for improving the
self-image of a nation. Igbal's contribution in this regard cannot be over
emphasized that he paved way for gaining increased capacity for
self-understanding through his philosophy of egohood. He put his best efforts
both as a poet and religious philosopher to improve the previously distorted

self-image generally held by Muslims since last two or three centuries.

Islam and the West

Intellectually, what Greek thought was to the Muslims of early
centuries, western thought is to modern Muslims. Greek thought
challenged the rational foundations of Islam with the force of its formal
logic, whereas the modern world of Islam feels threatened by empiricial
knowledge of the West and its product, the unprecedented technological
edifice. Igbal most convincingly argued that the empiricial spirit upon
which the whole of the scientific methodology rests, is nothing alien to
Islam, rather it was fostered by the teachings of the Holy Quran that lays
stress on the observation of the natural phenomena and study of the
historical process. Igbal, in a way, suggests that the scientific method,
employed by the West and used as a threat against the developing
countries, i3 no more product of its own genius. It rather is essentially Islamic
and needs to be reclaimed by Muslims of today, though not through mere

proclaiming but by proving their worth both in thought and action.

Self and Today's World of Islam

Referring again to the concept of self and keeping in view the same
analogy, the hostility of the modern West, to whatever extent it may be,
is, in existential terminology, the imminent threat posed by "the Other" to
the survival of the "Self". In Igbalian thought, it can be termed as the
"not-ego" confronting the ego. No serious student of Igbal can be
oblivious of the fact that in his opinion, Ego, for its expansion and
evolution, essentially needs a "not-ego" so as to feel challenged and be

prepared for constant re-adjustment to the objective conditionality. Muslim
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Ummah remaining true to its ideological foundations and keeping fully in
view the interpretations of Igbal, should proceed towards a better mode
of self-comprehension and should of necessity conceive itself as an
organic whole or a collective egohood, refixing its aims and refreshing its
outlook about the present historic world situation, and have a clear
understanding of whatever may thwart its way to progress and unification
as a "not-ego", deserving to be reckoned with adequately. This amounts
to nothing but underlining the importance of unity amongst the Muslim
nations of today, which is sorrowfully lacking but towards which several

moves seem to be taking place.

The only way the Muslim Ummah can become a solidly integrated
whole as a collective ego, is unity amongst Muslim nations. That is why
Igbal stood for the unity of Ummah, a noble cause he indefatigably
strived to actualize throughout his life. He believed in this goal to be
achievable by eliminating minor differences and putting up with the
essential features of respective sects with tolerance and understanding. It
is here that the idea of "selflessness" becomes again relevant. By
consciously and voluntarily making himself subservient to the collective
aims of the Ummabh, can a Muslim individual fulfill his destiny. It is only
by fostering the spirit of freedom, equality and universal brotherhood of
Muslims as well as the whole mankind that the true spirit of Islam can be
realized. For Islam expresses its higher values and ideals through a
society based on the vital role of self-conscious individuals. Islam again
stands for higher values that can guaranttee the moral and spiritual uplift
of mankind as well as its material progress in time and space. Therefore,
Igbal more than stressed the much needed and desired unity of the
Muslim Ummabh. In the concluding paragraph of his historic presidential
address, delivered at the Annual Session of All-India Muslim League at
Allahabad on 29 December, 1930, a presidential address that by now
must be denominated as the intellectual glory of the twentieth century
Muslim world, Igbal expressed his plea for the unity of the Muslim

Ummah in the most forceful and convincing manner. Summing up his
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long and logical argument for establishment of an independent state for
the Muslims of the sub-continent, and making explicit the importance of
the self-determination of a people who might be "possessing a will
vocalized by a single purpose", Igbal put forth his last argument, which is
the pride of intellect, logic and rhetoric, in the following words:

"...Is it possible for you to achieve the organic wholeness of a unified
will? Yes, it is. Rise above sectional interests and private ambitions, and
learn to determine the value of your individual and collective action,
however directed on material ends, in the light of the ideal which you are
supposed to represent. Pass from matter to spirit. Matter is diversity;
spirit is light, life and unity. One lesson I have learnt from the history of
Muslims. At ciritical moments in their history it is Islam that has saved
Muslims and not vice versa. If to-day you focus your vision on Islam and
seek inspiration form the ever-vitalising idea embodied in it, you will be
only reassembling your scattered forces, regaining your lost integrity,
and thereby saving yourself from total destruction. One of the
profoundest verses in the Holy Quran teaches us that the birth and rebirth
of the whole of humanity is like the birth and rebirth of a single
individual. Why cannot you who, as a people, can well claim to be the
first practical exponents of this superb conception of humanity, live and
move and have your being as a single individual?"(6)

But the greatest plea on the emotional and imaginative level that
Igbal made for the unity of Muslim Ummah in his prose and poetry, is
not a formal argument but a deep emotion that permeated his whole
thinking. It was his profound love and regard for the Holy Prophert
(PBUH), a feeling that dominated his whole being throughout his span of
life, that, in his view, could integrate all the segments of the Muslim
Ummabh into a truly unified whole. He tried to rekindle this eternal flame
in the heart of every Muslim for ever to remain alive and sparkling. It
seems to be the moving force of Igbal's whole thought process. It is the

soul and body of his poetry. To quote from his Rumuz-e-Bekhudi.
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Liberty was born out of his pure heart,

This sweet wine dropped from its vine of grapes.
It is intolerant of all invidious distinctions,
Equality being inherent in its nature.

The modern age that has kindled a thousand lamps,

Has opened its eyes in its lap.

In one of his matchless quatrains, he has put forth the quint-essence

of the essential oneness of Muslim Ummah, and it is with this inspiring

quatrain that I conclude:
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Neither Afghan, Nor Turk, nor of Tartar we are,
Born of a rose garden, and sprouted from the self same bough we are!
Forbidden for us is discrimination against race and colour,

For brought up of a new spring we are!
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IQBAL'S PHILOSOPHY OF SELF AND ITS IMPORT IN
EDUCATION OF MODERN/MUSLIM YOUTH AND
INTEGRATION OF PERSONALITY

Introduction

Igbal is undoubtedly one of the greatest thinkers and seers Muslim
culture has ever produced. About seven hundred years after Rumi his is
the most significant, potent voice that gave expression to the inner
recesses of the Muslim psyche that had lain dormant throughout the last
seven centuries of the Islamic history. He has touched such deeper chords
of human soul that their throbs are still being heard not only by our
"auditory imagination" but also by a profounder sense of our innermost
being. The scope of his influence on the modern Muslim culture is so
vast that no account thereof can do justice to it.

Though pre-eminently a poet and philosopher of classic stature,
Igbal was essentially a teacher and a great educational thinker in his own
right. Interestingly enough, in the early phase of his practical life, Igbal
was periodically associated with the profession of teaching; for the rest
of his life he constantly remained in touch with the problems of
education, more so in the case of the educational problems of Muslim
youth of the sub-continent. His life-long association with the major
universities of this part of the world was the honour of these prestigious
institutions. But apart from such activities that had their own worth in his
life-time, in historical perspective he stands aloof as a great teacher of a
nation, in which capacity he will remain unrivalled for a long time to
come. His role as great "teacher of a nation" cannot be judged simply at a

glance. But his message as a teacher and his thoughts as an educational
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thinker are what we would limit ourselves to consider in brief in our
present discourse.

Igbal, as is very well known, did not write any treatise on education,
but the educational implications of his philosophy as well as what he
explicitly wrote and said about educational issues provide sufficient
elements to constitute a systematic educational philosophy which can be
of great value not only for the Muslim community but also for the
humanity at large. There is no denying the fact that his incisive thoughts
on education have been of considerable interest to many Igbal scholars
and some of the eminent educationists of a relatively recent past, these
thoughts have never been taken up either as components of a workable
educational philosophy or as a practicable theory of mind and personality
by educationists or psychologists and psychotherapists respectively. In a
country like Pakistan that owes its very existence to Iqbal's creative
imagination and his political foresight, there should have been more
likelihood of developing an educational system based on his philosophy of
self and his educational thoughts in the best interest of the coming

generations, if not as homage to a great national hero.

Many years ago, during a chance meeting I had the audacity to put a
question to one of the leading psychologist with philosophical leanings
and long standing in the profession of education. I asked him whether or
not Igbal's philosophy of self has been given due attention as a theory of
personality and has been taken up as a parameter of mental health. The
question kept the veteran psychologist quiet for some time. Ultimately,
came the answer which sadly, but expectedly, was in the negative. So far

as [ know the situation has not yet altered.

Education: A Philosophical Perspective

Education has been defined as divergently as possible, even, at
times, in contradictory terms. Primarily, it is the transference of
experience in a generalized form and systematic way from one generation

to the other, with the basic aim of the betterment of individual and
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society. Education, in its ultimate analysis is to respond to man's innate
quest for truth, meaning and knowledge. According to the American
philosopher John Dewey, education is "the process of forming
fundamental dispositions, intellectual and emotional, towards nature and
fellow men. " Taking more practical view , Dr. Hohn Park is of the
opinion that "education is the art or process of imparting or acquiring
knowledge and habits through instruction or study." According to Kant,
education is "the greatest and the most difficult problem to which man
can devote himself." Why a systematic view of education is called a
philosophy is due to the fact that any system of education worth the name
is essentially expressive of a philosophical view of life. That is why from
Plato to the most modern philosophers, philosophy of education has
remained as an epiphenomenon of philosophy itself. Therefore, aims and
objectives of education have been variously determined as various
philosophies of life have required. So, idealism, realism, pragmatism,
behaviourism, existentialism and many other philosophies have broadly
determined what the process of education should be and what aims and
objectives it should try to achieve. There are fundamental issues of norms
and standards, aims and objectives and methods and techniques to be
dealt within the practical as well as theoretical fields of education. More
than two thousand years ago, Aristotle, perhaps, touched the core of the
problem when he said, "At present there is a difference of opinion about
the things to be taught, whether the yound should aim at goodness or at
getting the best out of life. Neither is it clear whether education is more
concerned with cultivation of the intellect or with the character." It is
interesting to note that the debate still continues.

According to Whitehead, whom Igbal has quoted more than once,
the aim of education is to provide for the development of the individual
and men of culture who have expert knowledge and who are capable of
creative responces. " He belived that education in essence is a moral

activity, and sums up his views in a single sentence. "Moral education,"
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he observes, "is impossible without the habitual vision of greatness."
Commenting on this observation of Whitehead, Sir Richard Livingstone
adds that " A habitual vision of greatness is necessary not only to moral
education, but to all education." Any body who is acquainted with the
thought and poetry of Igbal to any extent can immediately see that it is
precisely what Igbal did through out his life: providing the Muslim
community with a constant vision of greatness through his philosophy of
self that entails a nobler concept of man than Western mind could
conceive. We shall have more to say in this regard, but here a single
couplet of Igbal seems to be of great relevance, in which he has
epigrammatically summed up his idea of greatness:
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The courage magnanimous does not accept

Even the riverful bounty when offered;

O the ignorant budy by the wind of conceit swept,

How long by a due drop will you feel honoured!

It is the constant idea of greatness that Igbal has strived to imprint
upon the minds of his fellow beings. Though Igbal belives in the
emergence of exceptional individuals, but also believes that every one,
through action and struggle, can partake of the inherent greatness of man.
One of the more modern educational thinkers, W.R. Niblet writes that
"The end of education is not "happiness; but rather to develop greater
capacity for being aware; to deepen human understanding perhaps
inevitably through conflict; struggle and suffering... to make right action
natural." As can readily be seen that the second part of this definition
brings us closer to the quintessence of Igbal's philosophy of education :
self-realization through realization of higher moral and spiritual values by
means of ceaseless action and constant struggle against the odds of life.

Significantly enough, Igbal himself used a description of the
process of education. By the close of the first decade of twentieth

century, while giving an exposition of the Muslim community from
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sociological point of view, Igbal quite aptly defined education on the

analogy of human consciousness.

Addressing his audience in one of his historic lectures, he said,
"The students of psychology among you know very well that the personal
identity of the individual mind depends upon the ordely succession of its
mental states. When the continuity of the stream of individual
consciousness is disturbed, there results physical ill health which may, in
cours of time, lead on to a final dissolution of vital forces. The same is
the case with the life of the social mind whose continuity is dependent on
the ordely transmission of its continuity experience from generation to
generation. The object of education is to secure this orderly transmission
and thus to give a unity of self-consciousness of personal identity to the
social mind. It is a deliberate effort to bring about an organic relation
between the individual and the body-politic to which he belongs. The
various portions of the collective tradition so transmitted by education,
permeate the entire social mind, and become specialized for the various
purposes of the community. The legal, historical and literaty traditions of
a community, for instance, are definitely present to the consciousness of its
lawyers, historians and literary writers, though the community as a whole
is only vaguely conscious of them." (1)

As is quite obvious, the whole argument is based on the concept of
the individual in relation to society, the stress being on the individual.
This Igbal said a year or so before he put forth his philosophy of self, for
the first time, in his first long poem in Persian, Asrar-i-Khudi, The
Secrets of the Self.

Iqgbal's Concept of "Self" as Foundation of his educational
Philosophy

Like all educational thinkers, Igbal's educational philosophy rests
upon his concept of man that springs from his theory of self of Khudi, the

idea of the uniqueness of the individuality of man, as propounded first in
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the Persian poem Asrar-e-Khudi, just cited, and then enunciated in his
monumental Lectures. So much has been written and said in the way of
exposition and interpretation of Igbal's concept of Self that there seems
hardly any scope left for further enunciation. But for the sake of
argument let us recall that self or ego, according to Igbal is an indubitable
fact, perceived through intuition. Thus it is an "Intuitive Datum" or an
"irreducible primary". It is the focal point of his consciousness, the core of
his unique individuality and the organizing centre of man's personality
and behaviour. Granting the imperfection of ego as a life unit, igbal
affirms that the nature of ego is directive and aspirational, as it constantly
strives to achieve "a unity more inclusive, more effective, more balanced,
and unique." Thus to achieve a more complex and perfect individuality
seems to be, according to Igbal, the ultimate end of the finite ego. "There
are no pleasure-gaining or pain "gaining acts" says: Igbal, "there are only
ego-sustaining or ego-dissolving acts" This statement no doubt, has
moral as well as educational implications. Negation or suppression of
self, in Igbal's view, or its obsorption into the Absolute, should not be the
Summum Bomum or the highest ideal of life. Ego or self is not an
illusion, as certain schools of thought or religious views would have us
believe. It is a pre-eminent entity, which should be cultivated ,
strengthened, and through action and struggle, evolved into higher realms

of consciousness and creativity.

Another concept basic to Igbal's educational thought is the idea of
the assimilative character of human mind, as against Leibnitz's theory of
monads. In a letter addressed to K.G. Saiyidain, Igbal briefly enunciates
his concept of human mind, declares that Time as operative through the
principle of change is a great blessing. "I suppose" he writes to K.G
Saiyidain, "you are aware of the educational implications of Leibnitz's
monadism. According to him the monad (the mind of man) is a closed
mind incapable of absorbing external forces. My view is that the monad

is essentially assimilative in its nature. Time is a great blessing ( =3l



Igbal's Philosophy of Self 25

Cb (" —2~). While it kills and destroys, it also expands and brings the
hidden possibilities of things. The possibility of change is the greatest

asset of man in his present surroundings."

What Igbal has briefly but cogently tried to convey through this
statement is the fact that, due essentially to its assimilative nature, human
mind can be influenced, and change can be brought to his character
through the external factors of teaching and training, by the later term he
implies the rigorous training of will, rather than that of intellect, which,
though, has not been ignored in Igbal's system of education. In short, the
highest aim of education according to Igbal, is to strengthen human ego
and to provide such social contexts as are conductive to the healthy
growth of man's personality. Thus, all education, in the Igbalian sense,
should be ego-oriented, but we must also be very cautious in using the
word "ego-orientation", as the term commonly may imply egotistic
attitude expressed through immodest self-interest and immoderate
self-assertion. In the strictest sense of the word, Igbal envisages
self-fulfillment as the highest end of education. In this respect, Iqbal saw
action and struggle against the odds of life as the basic principles of the
growth of man's personality. Thus, action and development of cognition
may be taken as the essential constituents of the process of integration of
personality. This brings us closer to some of the modern educational
thinkers of existential inclinations. In existentialistic educational thought
"the emphasis is not simply on the past, but on the present and future, on
possibility. An existentialist educational thinker, Chemberlin, says that
"Education always leads to action. Educational always follows action.

Education, indeed, is an activity."

Individual and Society

The very concept of education presupposes some kind of social
structure without which no process of education is conceivable, it is the
individual in relation to society that is the subject mater of all educational

studies.
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The nature of the relation of the individual with society has been a
moot question for the educational thinkers of all ages. Igbal's stress on
the individual not withstanding, he invariably conceived the process of
the growth of human personality in its socio-political and socio-cultural
contexts. It is with this theme that he has dealt with extensively and with
extraordinary farsightedness in his second long poem in Persian
Rumuz-i-Bekhudi, The Mysteries of Selflessness. The uniqueness of the
Individual Igbal so much valued and expounded so elaborately could not
become, according to him, an end in itself, "the ultimate value he has to
assign to the community” the whole of which the individual is a part. To
him, individual and society are interdependent, and inevitable for their
respective survival. A sense of self-esteem that is of utmost importance
for the individual mental health and a sense of personal significance in
the scheme of things, can only be had and nourished within the
framework of a society or cultural context. It may be recalled that Igbal
vehemently opposed all mystical or pseudo-mystical doctrines of the
annihilation of self or its absorption into the Absolute. But to actualize the
real meanings of self-fulfillment, Igbal saw the absorption of the
individual into the society as the final measure of self-completion. In this
respect he substituted a kind of sociology for metaphysics and this he did
without compromising philosophical and metaphysical basics of his
thinking. Thus, according to Igbal, all creative efforts of the individual,
all that he is or wants to be , becomes meaningful only in a social

context. In Rumuz-i-Bekhudi he says:
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The individual gains respectability through the community,
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The community achieves organization through individual; when the

individual gets absorbed in the community,

It is as if the drop that is striving for expansion becomes the ocean.

The community inspires him with the desire for self-expression;

It is the community that sits in exacting judgment on his works;

And treads the path of his forefathers!

Whosoever does not drink deep at the font of the Zamzam of the

community,

The flames of his Song are extinguished in his lyre.

By himself alone, the individual becomes oblivious of his purpose in life,

And his powers are inclined to fragmentation!

The community fosters in him the discipline he needs,

And makes him as light-foot as the morning breeze!

This must also be mentioned here that Igbal's proto type for an ideal
human society is the Muslim Community in its perfect form, which is not
obtainable, though, without the Islamic injuctions of justice, equity and
equality and the Muslim brotherhood enforced in their true spirit. Hence, to
Igbal, it was imperative for the younger generations of the Muslim
Community to have a deeper understanding of their relationship with the

community.

Modern Muslim Youth in its Psychological Socio-Cultural
Perspectives

That there should be no sweeping generalizations about the younger
generations I readily agree to it. But the older generations feel morally
obliged to understand, analyse and try to solve the problems of the
younger generations, which purpose they are naturally more inclined and

slightly more well-equipped to achieve. Modern Muslim youth, not
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unlike its counterparts in all parts of the world, is, to say the least, mostly
disturbed and discontented, being caught up in the cobweb of contending

ideologies and conflicting world views.

About ninety years ago, Igbal seemed to be perturbed about the
intellectual state of his contemporary younger generation of the Muslim
community. Deploring the prevalent conditions, he said:

"In the modern Muslim youngman we have produced a specimen of

character whose intellectual life had absolutely no background of Muslim

culture without which, in my opinion, he is only half a Muslim or even
less than that provided his purely secular education has left his religious
belief unshaken. He has been allowed, I am afraid, to assimilate western
habits of thought to an alarming extent, a constant study of western
literature, to the entire neglect of the collective experience of his own
community, has, I must frankly say, thoroughly demuslimised his mental
life. No community, I say without fear of contradiction, has produced so
very noble types of character as our own; yet our youngman who is
deplorably ignorant of the life-history of his own community has to go to
the great personalities of western history for admiration and guidance.

Intellectually he is a slave to the west, and consequently his soul is

lacking in that healthy egoism which comes from a study of ones own

history and classics."@)

The predicament in which Igbal found his contemporary Muslim
youngman, and which he so explicitly pointed out, has not been
completely solved or overcome yet. Rather, the conditions have become more
complex; the most modern Muslim youngman has become more
westernised since the advancement of most modern information
technology. But now the main issue, I submit, is not to keep out our youth
away from the so-called western influences, but to make life more
meaningfull and purposive for younger generation. As a mid-century
educational report on U.S. education so aptly says:

"They (the students) want meaning in their lives. If their era, and their

culture and their leaders do not or cannot offer them great meanings
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great objectives, great convictions, then they will settle for shallow and
trivial meanings. People who live aimlessly, who allow the search for
meaning in their lives to be satisfied by shady and meretricious
experiences, have simply not been stirred by any alternative
meanings-religious meanings, ethical values, ideas of social and civic
responsibility, high standards of self realization. This is a deficiency for
which we all bear responsibility."

At the close of the present century, this analysis seems to be more
significant in respect of the modern Muslim youth. There is no denying
the fact that almost all Muslim societies to which the contemporary
young Muslim generations generally belong are passing through one or
the other kind of transition. Those emerging Muslim powers in Asia and
elsewhere that seem to possess the potential for surviving the modern
crises are in the process of making choices as to the future shape of their
economy, polity and cultural life. The prospect of change is a prospect of
hope. But our young generation is facing such problems as cannot be
solved without taking a comprehensive view of the basic educational
issues in our society. Though the present picture in this regard may not
be as dismal as we are led to believe, yet it requires our serious attention.
In my humble opinion, the modern Muslim youth generally suffers from:

1 A sense of alienation.

2 Dispersion to plurality.

3 Self-doubt as to the meaning and values of life

4 Unemployment.

5 Aimlessness, etc.

As to the sense of alienation, it may be very briefly pointed out that
according to many authours "the non-adjustment of the individual to the
society in which he lives is a sign of alienation." Fortunately, the same
group of authours agrees that, conversely speaking, "a non-alienated
individual is an individual who fulfills himself as a free and creative
being of praxis, and free creativity is not some thing that can be given as

a gift or forced upon anyone from outside. An individual can become free
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only through his own activity." This seems, perhaps, to be the most accurate
modern version of Igbal's philosophy of self-hood and his idea of the growth
of personality. It is in the true Igbalian sense of relatedness to society,

that an individual can overcome his sense of alienation.
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