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"Mr. Dickinson... remarks that while my philosophy is
universal my application of it is particular and
exclusive. This s in a sense true. The humanitarian
ideal 1s always universal in poetry and philosophy,
but if you make it an effective ideal and work
it out in actual life. you must start. not with poets
and philosophers, but with a society exclusive in
the sense of having a creed and well-defined outiine,
but ever enlarging its hmits by example and persuation.
Such a society, according to my belief. is l~;|u|11,"4r;
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"To my mind these arguments. if rightly appreciated,
indicate the birth of an International ideal which.
though forming the very essence of Islam. has been
hitherto  overshadowed or rather displaced hy
Arabran Imperialism of the earlier centuries of
Islam.... For the present every Muslim Nation must
sink into her own deeper self, temporarily focus
her vision on herself alone. until all are strong
and powerful to form a living family of republics.”()
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"Let us now see how the Grand National Assembly
(of Turkey) had exercised this power of Ijtihad
in regard to the institution of Khilatat. According
to Sunmi Law, the appomntment of an Imam or Khalifa
is absolutely indispensable. The first question that
arises in this connection is this-- Should the Caliphate
be wvested in a single person? Turkeys [jtithad s
that according to the spirit of Islam the Caliphate or
Imamat can be vested in a body of persons, or an elected
Assembly. The religious doctors of Islam in Egypt and
India, as tar as I know, have not yet expressed themselves
on this point. Personally 1 believe the Turkish view s
perfectly sound. It 1s hardly necessary to argue this piont.
The republican form of government is not only thoro-
ughly consistant with the spirit of Islam, but has also
become a necessity, in view of the new forces that

that are set tree in the world of Islam.(v
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"According to the Law of Islam there is no distinction
hetween the Church and the State. The Sate with us is
not a comhination of religious and secular authority.
but it is a unity in which no such distincition exists.
The Caliph is not necessarily the high priest of Islam:
he 15 not the representative of God on earth. He is
fallible like other men, and is subject. like every
Muslim, to the impersonal authority of the same law,
The Prophet himself is not regarded as ahsolutely
infallible by many Muhammaden theologians (e.g.Abu
Ishaq., Tahari). In fact, the idea of personal authority
IS quite contrary to the spirit of Islam. The prophet
of Arabia succedded in commanding the ahsolute
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submission of an entirc people; yet no man has
depreciated his own authority more than he. "I am".
he says., "a man like you: like you my forgiveness
also depends on the mercy of Go." Once in a moment
of spiritual exaltation, he is reported to  have
said to one of his companions, "Go and tell the
pcople he who says-- there is only one Gog--— will
enter the paradise”, studiously omitting the second
half of the Muslim creed--—- "And Muhammad is His
Prophet”. The ethical importance of this atitude is
greal. The whole system of Islamic ethics is based on
the idea of individuality: anything which tends to
repress  the healthy development  of  individuality
IS quite inconsistent with the spirit of Islamic
Law and ethics. A Muslim is free to do anything he
likes, provided he does not violate the law. The
general principles of this law are believed to have
hbeen revealed: the details, in order to cover the
relatively secular cases, are left to the inter-
pretation of professional lawyers. It is. therefore,
true to say that the entire fabric of Islamic law,
actually administered, is really judge-- made law. so
that the lawyer performs the legislative  function
in - Muslim constitution. If. however, an ahsolutely
new case arises which is not provided for in the law
of Islam. the will of the whole Muslim community
hecomes a further source of law."(1+)
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"It 1s. however, extremely satistactory to note that
-the pressure of new world-- forces and the pohtical
experiences of European nations are impressing on the
mind of modern Islam the value and possibilities of
the idea of Ijma. The growth of republican spirit
and the gradual formation of legislative assemblies
in Mushm lands constitutes a great step in advance.
The transfer of power of Ijtthad trom the ndividual
representatives of schools to a Mushm legislative
assembly which. in view of the growth of opposing
sects, i1s the only possible form Ijma can take
in modern  tmes, will  secure  contributions (o
legal discussion from laymen who happen o
possess a keen insight into affairs. In  this
way alone c¢an we stir into actvity  the
dorment spirit of life in our legal system. and

give it an E.will.llil.}ﬂ'd_rj. out look."(r)
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"In India. however, difficulties are likely to arise;
for it is doubtful whether a non-Muslim legislative

assembly can exercise the power of Ijtehad.(«=)’
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"The legislative activity of a modern Muslim assembly

which must consist, at least for the present, mostly

of men possessing no knowledge of the subtleties of

Mohammadan Law. Such an assembly may make grave

mistakes in  their interpretation of law. How can

we exclude or atleast reduce the possibilities of

erroneous interpretation? The Persian  constitution

of 1906 provided a separate ecclesiastical committee

of Ulema--conversant with the affairs of the world-—

having power (o supervise the legislative activity

Of the Mejlis. This. in my opinion. dangerous
arrangement 18 probably necessary in view of the
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Persian constitutiona! theory. According to that
theory, I believe, the king 1s a mere custodian
of the realm which realy belongs to the Absent Imam.
The Ulema. as representatives of the Imam., consider
themselves entitled to supervise the whole nife
of the community, though [ fail to understand how,
in the absence of an apostolic succession, they
establish their claim to represent the Imam. Bul
whatever may be the Persian constitutional
theory. the arrangement is not free from danger,
and may be tried. if at all, only as a temporary
measure in Sunni countires. The Ulema should form a
vital part of a Muslim legislative assembly helping
and guiding free discussion on questions relating to
law. The only effective remedy for the possibilities
of errorneous interpretations 1s to reform the present
system of legal education in Mohammadan countries,
to extend its sphere, and to combine it with an
intelligent study of modern jurisprudence.’2)
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"Our first object in which we both agree is the training
of well qualified theologians to satisfy the spiritual
needs of the community. But the spiritual needs of
the community change with the expansion of that
community’s outlook on life. The change in the
position of the individual,  his  intellectual
liberation and infinite advance in natural sciences
have entirely changed the subtance of modern life so
that the kind of scholasticism or theological thought
which satisfied a Mushim in the Middle Ages would
not satisfy him today. This does not mean an injury
to the spimit of rehigion, but it certainly contradicts
traditional views. If rejuvenation of Mushim life and
the regaining of orniginal depths are desirable than
a rebuilding of  theological thought is  absolutely
necessary. The wvision of Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan on
this point, as on many others. was almost prophetic.
As you know he himseif undertook the task, which did
not, and could not, prosper hecause it was mainly
based on the philosophical thought of a by gone age.
I am afraid 1 cannot agree with your suggested syll-
abus in Muslim Theology (paragraph 4 ot your letter).
In my opinion it “is perfectly usecless to institute
a school of Muslim Theology on wolder lines unless
it is your ohbject to satisfy the more conservative
portion of our community. Spiritually, the older
theology is. generally speaking, a sct of worn-
out ideas: educationally. it has no value in view
of the rise of new. and restatement of old prohl-
ems. What is ngeded today is intellectual activity
in fresh chanels and the building of a new theol-
ogy and KALAM. This can obviously be done hy
men who are properly equipped for such a task.
But how to produce such men? 1 fully agree with
you in your suggestion that a system he devised



re
for utilising the hest material from Deoband
and Lucknow. But the point is what would you
do with these men after having trained them upto
the Intermediate standard? Would you make them
BA's and M.A's after the suggestion of  Sir
Thomas Arnold? 1 am sure thal so far as the
study and development of theological thought is
concerned they will not serve your purpose.
These Deobhand and Lucknow men who disclose a
special aptitude for theological thinking should,
in my opinion. be given a thorough grounding in
modern thought and science before you allow them
to pass through Arnold’s course, which, for their
purpose, will have to be very much shortened. After
completing their study of modern thought and science
they may bhe required to attend lectures on such
subjects in  Arnold’s course as have a direct
bearing on their special study e.g. sects of Islam
and Muslim Moral and Metaphysical Philosophy.
With this equipment they may he made University
Fellows to give original lectures on Muslim
Theology, Kalam and Tafsir. Such men alone will be
able to found a new school of Muslim Theology in the
University and serve our object No.l. My suggestion
therefore. 1s that if you wish to satisfy the more
conservative portion of our society you can starl
with a school of Theology on older lines as suggested
in paragraph 4 of your letter. but your ultimate aim
must be graudually to displace it by the work of original
thinkers produced in the manner I have suggested."(m
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"l suggest the formation of an assembly of Ulama
which must include Muslim Lawyers who have
received education in modern jurisprudence. The
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idea is to protect, expand and, if necessary to
re-interpret  the law of Islam in the light of
modern conditions. while keeping close to the
spirit.  embodied 1 1S fundamental principles.
This body must receive constitutional recognition
so that no bhill effecting the personal law of
Muslims mav bhe put on the legislative anvil before
it has passed through crucible of this assembly.
Apart from the purely. practical value of this
proposal for the Muslims of India, we must
remember that the modern world. both Muslim and
non-Muslim. has vyet to discover the infinite
value of the Ilegal Iliterature of Islam and its
significance  for a  capitalistic  world  whose
ethical standards have long abdicated from the
control of man’s economic conduct. The formation
of the kind of assembly [ propose will, I am
sure, bring a deeper understanding of the usual
principles of Islam at least in this country."(s
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"There is no doubt that my ideas about Nationalism
have undergone a  definite change. In my college
days I was a zealous Nationalist which I am not
now .The change is due to a maturer thinking. It
is unfortunate that my later writings are all in
Persian which is little understood in this country."(n
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"Patrioism--Islam appeared as protest against idolatry.
And what 1s patriotism but a subtle form of idolatry:
a deitication of a material object. The patriotic songs
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of various nations will hear me out in my calling
patriotism a deification of a material ob ject.
Islam could not tolerate idolatry in any form.
It is our eternal mission to protest against
idolatry in all its forms. What was to be demolished
by Islam could not be made the very principle of
its structure as a political community. The tact
that the Prophet prospered and died in a place
not his birth-place is perhaps a mystic hint
to the same effect’(r)
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"Q. Why are you opposed to Nationalism? A. I consider

it against the higher ideal of Islam. Islam is not a

creed. It is a social code. It has solved the colour

problem... It originally conceived the unity and

the spiritual resemblance among the members of

human race. Nationalism as at present  understood

and practised comes in the way of realisation of

that ideal the and that is my argument against
Nationalism. (v
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"Muslim Solidarity

From what [ have said above on [slam and
patriotism it follows that our solidarity as 4
community rests on our hold on the religious principle.
The moment this hold is loosened we are nowhere.
Probably the fate of the Jews will betfall us.
And what can we do in order to tighten the hold?
Who is the principal depositary of religion In
a community? It is the woman. The Musalman woman
ought to receive sound religious education, for she
is virtually the maker of the community. 1 do
aot helieve in an absolute system of education.
Education, like other things, 1S determind by
the needs of a community. For our purposes
religious education s quite sufficient for the
Muslim girl. All subjects which have a tendency
to de-womanise and to de-muslimise her must he
carefully excluded from her education. But our
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educationists  are  still  groping in  the dark:
they have not yet been ahle to perscribe a
course  of Study for our girls. They are,
perhaps, too much dazzled by the glamour of western
ideals to realise the difference between Islamism
which  constructs nationality out of a purely
abstract idea. ie. religion, and "Westernism".
the very life-blood of whose concept of nation-
ality is a concrete thing, i.e. country. (o)
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“The conclusion to  which Europe s
consequently driven is that religion is a private affair
of the individual and has nothing to do with what is
called man’s temporal life. Islam does not bifurcate
the unity of man into an irreconcilable duahity of
spirit and matter. In Islam God and the universe.
spirit ad matter, Church and State. are organic to
cach other. Man is not the citizen of 4 protane world
to be renounced in the interest of a world of spirit
situated elsewhere. To Islam matter is spirit realising
itselt in space and time. Europe uncritically accepted
the duality of spirit and matter probablv  from
Manichaean thought. Her best thinkers are realising
this initial mistake to-day. but her statesmen arc
indirectly forcing the world to accept it as an
unguestionable  dogma. It is. then. this mistaken
separation of spiritual and temporal which has
largely influenced European religious and political
thought and has resulted practically in the total
exclusion ot Christianity from the life of European
states. The result is a set of mutually ill-adjusted
states  dominated by interests not human  but
national. And these mutually l-adjusted states after



trampling  over the moruls and  convictions  of
Christianity, are to-day feeling the need of
federated Europe, ie. the need of g unity which
Christian church organisation originally gave them.
but which instead of reconstructing it in the light ot
Christ’'s  mission  of human  brotherhood.  thev
considered it tit to destrov under the inspiration of
Luther. A Luther in the world of Islam. however. is
an impossible phenomenon: tor here there is no
church organisation similar to that of Christianity in
the Middle Ages, inviting a destrover. In the world of
Islam, we have a universa! polity whose tundamentals
are believed to have been revealed. but whose
structure, owing to our legist's want ot contact with
modern world, stands to-day in need of renewed
power by fresh adjustments... What, then, is the
problem and its imphcations? Is religion a private
attair? Would you like to see Islam as a moral and
political tdeal, meeting the same fate in the world of
Islam as Christianity has already met in Europe? Is it
possible to retain Islam as an ethical ideal and to
reject it as a polity in tavour ot national politics, in
which religious attitude i1s not premitted to play any
part? This question becomes of special importance
in India where the Muslims happen to be a4 minority.
The proposition that religion is a private individual
experience is not surprising on the lips of a
European. In Europe the conception ot Christianity
as a monastic order, renouncing the world ot matter
and fixing its gaze entirely on the world of spint, lead
by a logical process of thought, to the view embodied
in this proposition. The nature of the Holy Prophet's
religious experience, as disclosed in the Quran.
however, is wholly ditterent. It 18 not mere
experience in the sense of a purely biological event.
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happening inside the experient and neccessitating no-
reactions on his soctal environment. It is individual
experience creative of a soctal order. Its immediate
outcome 18 the fundismentals of a polity with implicit
legal concepts whose civie significance cannot be
belittled merelv because their origin is revelational.
The religious ideal of Islam. theretore, is organically
related to the social order which 1t has created. The
rejection of the one will eventually involve the
rejection of the other. Theretore the construction of
a polity on national lines, it it means a displacement
of the Islamic principle of solidarity, s simply
unthinkable to a Muslim. This is a matter which at
the present moment directly concerns the Muslims ot
India. "Mun,” says Renan, "is enslaved neither by his
race. nor by nor by his religion the course of rivers,
nor by the direction of mountain ranges. A great
aggregation of men. sane of mind and warm of heart,
creates a moral consiciousness which is called
nation.” Sueh o formation is quite possible, though it
involves the long and arduous process of practically
remaking men and furnishing them with a fresh
emotional equipment. It might have been a fact in
India it the teaching of Kabir and the Divine Faith ot
Akbuar has seized the imagination of the masses of
the country. Experience, however, shows that the
various caste-units and religous units in India have
shown no inclination to  sink their respective
individualities in o larger whole. Each group s
intensely jealous of it collective existence. The
tormation of the kind of moral consciousness which
constitutes the essense of a pation in Renan’s sense
demands price which the people of India are not
prepared to pay. The unity of an Indian nation,
therefore, must be sought. not in the negation. but
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mutual harmonv and co-operation of the many. True

statesmanship  cannot  ignoie  facts,  however
unpleasant they may be. The only practical course 1y
not to assume the existence of a state of things which
does not exist. but to recognise tacts as they are, and
to exploit them to our greatest advantage. And it is
on the discovery of Indian unity in this direction that
the fate of India as well as Asia really depends. India
is Asia in miniature. Part of her people have cultural
Affinities with nations in the east and part with
nutions in the middle and west of Asia. ' an effective
principle ot co-operation 13 discovered in India. 1t
will bring peace and mutual good-will to this ancient
Lind which has suffered so long, more because of her
situation in historic space than because ot any
inherent incapacity ot her people. And it will at the

vime time solve the entire palitical problem of Asia

It is, however., painful to observe that our
attempts to discover such a principle ot intern:l
harmony have so far failed. Why have they failed?
Perhaps we suspect each  other’s intentions  and
inwardly aim at dominating each other. Perhaps in
the higher interests _of mutual co-operation, we
cannot afford to part with the monopolies which
circumstances have placed in our hands and conceitl
our egoism under the cloak of o nationalism,
outwardly stimulating a large-hearted patriotism, but
inwardly as narrowminded as a caste or tribe.
Perhaps, we are unwilling to recognise that each
group has a right to free development according 1o
s own cultural traditions. But whatever may be the
causes of our failure, I still feel hopetul. Events seem
to be tending in the direction of some sort of internal
harmony. And as far as 1 have been able to read the



Muslim mind. | have no hesitation in declaring that i
the principle that the Indian Muoslim s entitled to tull
and tree development on the lines of his own culture
and tradition in his own Indian home-lands is
recognised as the basis of a4 permanent communal
settlement. he will be ready to stake his all for the
freedom of India. The principle that each group is
entitled to free development on it own lines, is not
inspired by any feeling of narrow communalism.
There are communalisms and communalisms. A
community which is inspired by feelings of ill-will
towards other communities, 18 low and ignoble. |
entertain the highest respect for the customs, Liws,
religous and social institutions of other communities.
Nay, it is my duty, according to the teaching of the
Quran. even to detend their places of worship, if
need be. Yet | love the communal group, which is the
source of my lite and behaviour, which has formed
me what [ am, by giving me its religion, its literature,
its thought, its culture and there by recreating its
whole past as a living operative factor in my present
consciousness. Even  the authors ot the Nehru
Report recognise the value of this higher aspect of
communalism. While discussing the seperation of
Sind they sav: "To say from the larger view-point of
nationalism that no communal provinces should be
created, is, in a way, equivalent to saving from the
still wider international view-point that there should
he no separate nations. Both these statements have a
measure  of truth in them. But the staunchest
internationalist recognises that without the fullest
national autonomy it is extraordinarily ditficult to
create the international state. So also without the
fullest cultural autonomy, and communalism in its
hetter aspect is cudture, it will be difficult to create a
farmaonions netion "
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Communalism in its higher aspect, then, is
indispensable to the formation of 4 harmonious
whole in a country hike India. The units of Indian
HﬁL‘itﬂ}" are not territorial as in [‘E“['[}[‘}LI-I'“‘I countries.
India 15 a continent of human groups belonging to
different races. speaking difterent languages and
professing different religions. Their behaviour is not
at all detesmined by o common race conciousness.
Even the Hindus do not form a homogeneous group.
The principle of European democracy cannot be
applied to India without recognising the facts of
communal groups. The Muslim demand tor the
creation of 4 Mushim India within India s, therefore,
priectly justified. The resolution of the All Parties
Muslim Conference at Delhi is, to my mind. wholly
inspired by this noble ideal of & harmonious whole,
which, instead of stiftling the respective invidualities
of its component wholes, attords them chances of
tully working out the possiblities that may be latent
in them. And I have no doubt that this house will
emphatically  endorse  the  Mushm deminds
embodied in this resolution. Personally T would go
further than the demands embodied in it 1 would (ke
to see the Punjab, North-West Frontier Provinee, Sind
and Baluchistan amalgamated into a single state. Self-
govennment within the British Empire or without the
British Empire, the formation of a consolidated North-
West Indian Muslim State, appears to me (o be the
final destiny of the Muslims, at least of North-West
India....

The Hindu thinks that seperate electorates
are contrary to the spirit ot nationalism, because he
understands the word *Nation’ to mean a Kind o

universal amalgamation in which no communal enuity
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ought to retain its private individuality. Such a state
of things, however, does not exist.... India is o Lind of
racial and religious variety. Add to this the general
economic inferiority of the Muslims. their enormous
debt, especially in the Punjab, and their insufficient
majorities in some of the provinces as at present
constituted. and vou will begin to see clearly the
meaning  of  our  anxiety to  retain separite
electorates. In such a country and in  such
crreumstiances territorial electorate  cannot Secure
adequate representation of all interests and must
inevitahle lead to the creation of an oligarchv. The
Muslims ot India can have no objection to purely
territorial electorates it provinces are demarcated so
as Lo secure comparatively homogenous communities
possessing  linguistic. racial, cultural and religious

unity.
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"Patriotism is a perfectly natural virtue and has a
place in the moral life of man. Yet that which really
matters is a man’s faith, his culture, his historical
tradition. These are the things which in my eyes arc
worth living for and worth dying for and not the
piece of earth with which the spirit of man happens
to he temporarily associated, In view of the visihle
and invisible points of contac hetween the various
communities of India. 1 do believe in the possibi-
lity of constructing a harmonious whole whose unity
cannot be distributed by the rich diversity which
‘t must carry within its bhosom. The problem of
ancient Indian thought was how the one hecame many
without  sacrificing its  ONEness. To-day  this
problem has come down from its ethical heights
to the grosser spiane of our political life. and
we have to solve it in its reversed form, ie.
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how the many can become one without sacrificing
its plural character” (ra)
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Q. What is vour conception of Pan-Islamism?
A. The term Pan-Iskimism has been used in two

senses. As far as | know. it was coined by o French
Journalist and in the sense in which he used that
term. Pan-Islamism existed no where except in his
own imagination. | think the French Journalist

meant to give shape to a danger which he fancied



(@
was existing in the world of Islam. The phrase was
invented after the fushion of the expression "Yellow
Peril", in order to justifv European aggression in
Islamic countries.

Later on, | think the expression Pan-Ishkimism
was taken to mean a Kind of intrigue, the centre of
which was in Constantinople. The Mushims ot the
world were understood to be planning a Kind of
union of all the Muslim States against the European
states. The late Professor Brown of the Cambridge
University has. | think. conclusively proved that Pan-
Islamism in  that  sense  never existed In
Constantinople or any where else.

There is. however, o sense in which Jamal-ud-
Din Afghani used it. I do not know if he used the
sume  expression,  but  he actually  advised
Afghanistan. Persia and Turkey to unite against the
aggression of Europe. This was purely a defensive
measure, and | personally think that Jamal-ud-Din
was pertectly right in his view,

But there i1s another sense in which the word
should be used and it does contain the teaching of
the Quran. In that sense i1t is not a political project
but a social experiment. Islim does not recognise
caste or race or colour. In fact Islam is the only
outlook on lite which has really solved the colour
question, at least in the Muslim world, a question
which modern European civilization with all its
achievements in science and philosophy, has not
been able to solve. Pan-Islamism, thus interpreted,
was taught by the Prophet and will hive tor ever. In
this sense Pan-Islamism is only Pan-Humanism. In
this sense every muslim is a Pan-Islamist and ought
to be so. Indeed the word Pun ought to be dropped
from the phrase Pan-lslamism, for Islamism is an
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expression which completely covers the meaning |
hiave mentioned above "3
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"ME}’ I tell Dr. Thump:-:nn, in this passage 1 do not
put forward a "damand” for a Moslem State outside
the British Empire. but only a guess the possible
outcome n the dim future of the mighty forces
now shaping the destiny of Indian iuh-a.:‘mln'n:m_
No indian Muslim wilh any pretence to sanity
contemplates a Moslem State or series  of Sialc‘u
in North-West India outside the British Commonwealth
of Nations as a plan of practical pohtics,
Although I would oppose the creation of another
cockpit of communal strife in the Central Punjab,
as suggested by some enthusiasts. 1 am all for
a redistribution of India into provinces  with
effective majorities of one community or another
on lines advocated bhoth by the Nehru and the
Simon Reports. Indeed, my suggestion regarding
Moslem provinces merely carries forward this idea.
A series of contented and well organised Mushm
provinces on the North-West Frontier of India
would bhe the bwlwork of India and of the British
Empire against the hungry generations of the
Asiatic high lands."(ra)
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"The Principle that underlies the demands
made by the Muslims ol -India s very simple and
cannot fail to appeal to the British people. As vou
know the population of the Mussalmans of India is
over 70.000.000. Halt of this population is scattered
all over the country. The major portion, however, ot
this population is comparatively compact. especinlly
in the Provinces which constitute the large West
Indian quarter. In Bengal the population of the
Mussaimans is about 377 in Sind it is about 73%. in
the Frontier Provinces it is about 95%.

Now. the point of Muslims of India is that, as
peaple representing a distinet historical tradition and
homogeneity. which is not possessed by any other
community in lndia as such people they want to hive
their own lives, and develop on their own cultural
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lines. This is the principle that underlies the
demands made by them.

Now these concrete demands are, in the first
place, seperate electorates, in the second place.
majority in those provinces at least in which we
happen to be in majority, and we claim as 2 demand,
that is to say. a national demand. for immediate
Provincial  Autonomy.  Again, we  demand  the
seperation of Sind (from the provinee of Bomboy).
We demand equal status for the Frontier Provinee
and, further, we demand introduction of reforms in
Baluchistan. We  further demand 339 in both
Houses, | ipper and Lower, in order to safeguard our
interests in the Centre... Now, these are a tew of the
important demands which 1 have placed before the
Round Table Conference. On account of these
demands our countrymen say we are Pan-Islamic and
not patriotic enough and they also say that we are
communalistic. Now with regard to Communalism
and Pan-Islamism | want to say a few words to vou.
Now it a man belongs to a cultural community, he
feels that 1t is his duty to protect that culture. In that
case | appeal to you whether vou will look upon such
a man as unpatriotic. I think it is the duty of every
Briton to protect his country it his country is in
danger. In the same way it is the duty of every
Mussialman to protect his culture, his taith, it he tinds
that things due to him are not safeguarded. After all.
it is man's tarth. his culture, his tradition, which arc
worth living for and dying tor.

Four or five vears ago (7) as President of the

All-India Muslim League, | suggested as o possible
solution the formation of a large West Indian

. -



|*4

Muslim State. While this suggestion of mine wis no
embodied in the demand of the Muslims of India, my
personal opinion stll is that this is the only possible
solution. 1 wait until experience reveals the wisdom
or unwisdom of this suggestion.

Islam does not recognise the differences of
race. of caste or even of sex. It is above time and
above space. and it is in this sense that mankind are

accepted as b nthers.

We are SO000.000 m India and we want to
protect  our own culture. our own  historical

tradition. "9

(Igbal's speech delivered on Dec. 15,1932

betfore the National League)
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"To this convention (in Delhi) vou must re-

state as clearly and as strongly as possible  the

political objective of the Indian Muslims as a distinct

political unit in the country. It is absolutelv necessan

to tell the world both inside and outside India that

the economic problem is not the only problem in the

country (as pomted out by Mr. Nehru)., From the

Muslim point of view the cultural probiem is of much

areater consequence 1o most Indian Muslims. At any

rate it is not less important than the economic
problem."+

"The League will have to finally decide
whether it will remain a body representing the upper
classes of Indian Muslims or Muslim masses who
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have so far, with good reason, taken no interest in it
Personally 1 believe that a political organization
which gives no promise of imporving the lot of the
average Muslim cannot attract our masses.

Under the new constitution (of 1935) the
higher posts go to the sons of upper classes: the
smaller ones go to the friends or relatives of the
ministers.  In other matters  too our  pohtcal
institutions have never thought ot improving the lot
of Muslims generallv. The problem of bread s
becoming more and more acute. The Muslim has
begun to feel that he has been going down and down
during the last 200 vears. Ordinarily he believes that
his poverty is due to Hindu money-lending or
capitalism. The perception that it is equally due to
foreign rule has not vet fully come to him. But it is
bound to come. The atheistic socialism of Jawaharlal
is not likelv to receive much response from the
Mushims. The question therefore is: how is it possible
to solve the problem of Muslim poverty? And the
whole tuture ot the League depends on the League's
activity to solve this question. It the League can give
no such promises 1 am sure the Muslim masses will
remain inditterent to it as before. Happily there 1s a
solution in the enforcement of the Law of Islam and
its future development in the light of modern ideas.
Atfter a long and careful study of Islamic Law | have
come to the coclusion that if this svstem of Law s
properly understood and applied. at least the right to
subsistance is secured to every body. But the
enforcement and  development of the Shariat ot
Iskim is inpossible in this country withowr a free
Mustint state or states. This has been my honest
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conviction for many vears and | stll believe this to be
the only way to solve the problem of bread tor
Muslims as well as to secure a peacetul India. 1 such
a thing s impossible in India the only  other
alternative s a evill war which as a matter of fact has
been going on tor sometime in the shape of Hindu-
Muslim riots. | fear that in certain parts ol the
country, e.g. NW. Indii. Palestine may be repeated
Also the insertion of Jawaharlal's socialism into the
hody-politic of Hinduism is likely to cause mueh
bloodshed among the Hindus themselves. The issue
between social democracy and Brahmanism is not
dissimilar to the one between Bruhmanism  and
Buddhism. Whether the fate of socialism will be the
same as the tate of Buddhism in India | canot sav.
But it 1s clear to mv mind that it Hinduism aceepts
social democracy it must necessarily cease to be
Hinduism. For Islim  the aceeptance ot social

democracy w some sutable form aned consistent wirl

the leval principles of Islan s not a revolution but a

return to the ongimal purity of Iskun. The modern
problems therefore are more easy to solve for the
Muslims than tor the Hindus. But as | have sad
above in order to make it possible for Mustim India to
solve these problems it iy necessary (o redistribuate the
country and to provide one or more Muslio states with
absolute majortties. Don't vou think that the time tor
such a demand has already arrived? Perhaps, this s
the best replv vou can give to the atheistic socialism

of Jawiharlal Nehru. ™3
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"For the present every Muslim nation must sink into
her own deeper self, temporarily focus her vision
on herself alone. until all are strong and powerful
to form a living family of republics. A true and
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living unity. according to the nationalist think-
ers 1s not so easy to he achieved by a merely symb-
ohcal overlordship. It 1s truly manifested in a
in a multiplicity of free independent units where
racial rmivalries are adjusied and harmonized by
the unifying bond of a common spiritual aspiration.”"(r)
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"The fall does not mean any moral depravity: it s
man's transition from simple conciousness (o the
first flash of the self-consuousness, a kind of
walking from the dream of nature with a throb of
personal causality in one's own bheing. Nor does
the Quran regard the carth as a torture-hall where
an elementally wicked humanity 18 imprisoned  for
an original act of s Man's first act of diso
hedience was also his first act of free choice; and
that is why, according to the Quranic narration,
Adam’s first transgression was forgiven. Now goodness
i« npot a matter of compulsion: it s the self’s
free surrender to the moral ideal and arises  out
of a willing coaperation of free cgos. A being
whose movements are wholly determined hke a
machine, cannot produce goodness. Freedom is thus

a condition of goodness.()

o LB SN I S Tn e
uu"é:..l.vf_f.gl c_'L,._..f-;.L..J/L pd, C el J
(‘ud:*w foinbe LrFJV PO 4 [ P IV S B
Lﬁy—.ﬁ.d’dh 3P &, JU'HF"&/J;;}’J;:'L,H’—-J’
J”J#dfru*d’n’f-ﬂff" F§ el s ot 2 JP
L3 Lf‘.n:. J! ;(LJW " f_ S ol A g ooty —JC"
o &V r’—d'v"it,u er!u,rb K215 LS -

"The past. no doubt. ahides and operates in the present,
but this operation of the pasl in the present is nol
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the whole of conciousness, The element of purpose

discloses a kind of forward look in conciousness...

To my mind. nothing is more alien to the Quranic

out-look than the idea that the universe is the

temporal working out of a preconcieved plan.. an

already completed product which left the hand of

its maker ages ago, and is now lying stretched in

space as a dead mass of matter to which time does

nothing. and consequently s nothing.. This

universe 15 really growing. It is capable of

infinite increases and extension; for deep in its

heing lies purhupn the dreem of new bhirth.(n)
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Igbal, The Reconstunction of Rehigious Thought 1o Islam -

(Ed) Prof. M. Saeed Sherkh, Igbal Academy Lahore 1989 PP. 67, 68
See "Reconstruction—" Lecture Il "The Plosophical -f

test of the Revelations of Religious experience”, p 43 to 45
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"The term Pan Islamism has been used in two senses
As far as I know, it was coined by a French Journa-

it and in the sense in which he used that term.

Pan-Islamism existed nowhere except in his own imag-
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ination. [ think the French Journalist meant to give
shape to a danger which he ftaniced was existing in
the world of Islam. The phrase was invented atier
the expression "Yellow Penl. i order to  justity
European aggression in Islamic countries.

Later on. 1 think the expression Pan-Islamism  was
taken to mean a kind of intrigue, the centre of
which was in Constantinople. The Mushims of the world
were understood to be planning 2 kind of umon ot all
the Muslim States against the | ropean States. The late
Professor Brown of the Car ndge University has, |
think. conclusively proved u at Pan-Islamism in that
sense never existed in Constantinople or any where else.
There is. however. a sense i which Jamal-ul-Din
Afghani used it. I do not know if he used the same
expression, but  he actually advised Afghanistan,
Persia and Turkey to unite against the aggression
of Europe. This was purely a defensive measure, and
I personally think that Jamal-ud-Din was pertectly
right in his view. But there is another sense n
which the word should be used and it does contain
the teaching of the Quran. In that sense it s
not a political project bhut a  social experiment.
Islam does not recognise caste or race or colour.
In fact Islam is the only outlook on life which
has really solved the colour question. at least
in the Muslim world. a question which modern
European civilization with all its  achievements
in Science and Philosophy, has_not heen able to solve.

:L,gi./‘/ ?JJ@'J{H(W*@”M‘&ZJT

Pan-islamism. thus interpreted. was taught by the Prophet
and will live for ever. In this sense pan- Islamism is
only Pan Hummanism. In this sense every Muslim 15 a
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Pan-Islamist and ought to be so. Indeed the word Pan
ought to be dropped from the phrase Pan-Islamism.
for Islamism 1s an expression which cempletely covers

the meaning I have mentioned ahove.(ry),
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