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The Hadith. The second great source of Muhammadan Law is the
traditions of the Holy prophet. These have been the subject of great
discussion both in ancient and modern times. Among their modern critics
Professor Goldziher has subjected them to a searching examination in the

light of modern canons of historical criticism, and arrives at the conclusion
that they are, on the whole, untrustworthy
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However, mountin?1 recent research, concerned with the historical
origins of individual prophetic reports, suggests that Goldziher, Schacht and
Juynboll have been excessively skeptical and that a number of reports can be
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dated earlier than previously thought, even as early as the Prophet. These
findings, coupled with other important studies critical of Schacht's thesis, go
to show that while a great bulk of prophetic reports may have originated
many decades after the Hijra, there exists a body of material that can be
dated to the prophet's time. Therefore, I shall not a priori preclude the
entirety of prophetic reports as an unauthentic body of material, nor shall I
accept their majority though many may have been admitted as autentic
(sahih) by the Muslim "science" of hadith criticism.
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A Sprenger; "Ueber das Traditionswesen beiden Arabern", Zeitschift
des Dcentschen Mondentandische gesellschaft (ZDMG) vol . 10 ,
11856), pp 1-17

A Sprenger; "On the origin and Progress of writing down Historical
Facts among the Musulmans" Journal of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal, 25 (1856), pp,303-329, 375-381.

M.Noldeke: Geschichte des Korans.1860

Alfred von Kremer: Kulturgeschichte des Orlients unter den Chalifen,

2 vols., 1875 - 1877 .
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The Hadith. The second great source of Muhammadan Law is the
traditions of the Holy prophet. These have been the subject of great
discussion both in ancient and modern times. Among their modern
critics Professor Goldziher has subjected them to a searching
examination in the light of modern canons of historical criticism, and
arrives at the conclusion that they are, on the whole, untrustworthy.
Another European writer, after examining the Muslim methods of
determining the genuineness of a tradition, and pointing out the
theoretical possibilities of error, arrives at the following conclusion:
'It must be said in conclusion that the preceding considerations
represent only theoretical possibilites and that the question whether
and how far these possibilities have become actualities is largely a
matter of how far the actual circumstances offered inducements for
making use of the possibilities. Doubtless, the latter, relatively
speaking, were few and affected only a small proportion of the entire
sunnah. It may therefore be said that ... for the most part the
collections of sunnah considered by the Moslems as canonical are
genuine records of the rise and early growth of Islam' (Mohammedan
Theories of Finance).

For our present purposes, however, we must distinguish traditions of
a purely Iegal import from those which are of a non-legal character.
With regard to the former, there arises a very important question as
to how far they embody the pre-Islamic usages of Arabia which were
in some cases left intact, and in others modified by the Prophet. It is
difficult to make this discovery, for our early writers do not always
refer to pre-Islamic usages. Nor is it possible to discover that
usages, left intact by express or tacit approval of the Prophet, were
intended to be universal in their application. ( The Reconstruction of
Religious Thought in Islam, Allama Muhammad Igbal, Igbal Academy
Pakistan, Lahore,1989,pp 135)
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13- For a useful summary of the views about the origins of prophetic
Sunna, see David S.Powers,Studies in Quran and Hadith: The
Formation of the Law of Inheritance ?Berkeley University of
California Press, 1986), 2 ff. See also Harald Motzki, " The Musannaf
of 'Add al-Razzaq al-Sanani as a Source of Authentic Ahadith of the
First Century A.H," Journal of Near Eastern Studies,50(1991): | f.

14- Notable of these studies are those by M.M.Azami, Studies in Early
Hadith Literature (Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami,1968); M.M.Azmi, On
Schacht's Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence (New York: John
Wiley,1985); Nabia Abbott, Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri, ii
(Chicago: University of Chicago press,1967), 5-83; Fuat Sezgin,
Geschilcl:hen Schrifttums,I (Leiden: E.J.Brill, 1967). 53-84 and
generally:

15- Wael B. Hallag, A history of Islamic Legal Theories. An Introduction
to Sunni Usul al-Figh, Cambridge University Press, 1997, pp.2-3
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" Igbal did not know Turkish, has studied his (Ziya Gokalp's) work through
the German translation of August Fisher, and it is of interest to see how he

(Igbal) sometimes changes or omits some words of the translation when
reproducing the verses in the Lecture,"
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" Igbal's interpretation of the Writ (The Holy Quran)is sometimes very
personal and influenced by the wish of combining Quranic revelations with
the experience of modern science"
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" His criticism of the West sometimes took forms worthy of medieval
polemics".

ol NP E L e S G LT
" The Christian reader will be shocked by the devaluation of nearly
everything Christian and European in Igbal's work, and by the lack of
understanding of the ethical ideals of Christianity (the dogmatic differences
are not of interest to Igbal and are not discussed in his work). He should then
realise that Igbal in this respect does not talk with the calmness required of a
historian of religion".
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It seemed however,necessary to give a sketchy introduction to the
religious situation of India at Igbal's time. a survey of his life. and of his
artistic and theological ideals.Further, the influences that Eastern and
Western thought have exerted upon him - positively or negatively - could not
be left aside, though it is not the purpose of our study to enter into details
concerning his debt to European philosophy, or the way he changed Western
ideas according to his concept of Islam. This side of Igbal's thought we leave
to the philosophers who are more competent than the present writer. The
same principle has been applied to Igbal's political and social ideas which are
treated only in so far as they form an integrating part of his religious
thought".(P.vii- Forword)

"From his Lectures it becomes clear how intensely Igbal had
examined the Turkish situation and especially the ideals of Ziya Gokalp,the
leading Turkish sociologist who had, in the beginning of the century,
launched the ideas of Turkification, Islamisation, Modernization, and had
deeply influenced the generation from which the leader of Turkish freedom
movement emerged. Igbal who did not know Turkish has studied his work
through the German translation of August Fischer, and it is of interest to see
how he, sometimes, changes or omits some words of the translation when
reproducing the verses in his Lectures (L 242.)

"The Christian reader will be shocked by the devaluation of nearly
everything Christian, and European, in Igbal's work, and by the lack of
understanding of the ethical ideals of Christianity (the dogmatic differences
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are of no interest to Igbal and not discussed in his work). He should, then,

realize that Igbal in this respect does not talk with the calmness required of a

historian of religions who has to compare ideal with ideal but preaches with
the ardent zest of a prophetical critic who wants to exalt his own religion and
is deeply convinced that it is the only remedy for all ills of a rotten society,
and far superior to a civilization which has left far behind the lore of Christ
and has due to its alleged implicit dualism of body and soul, church and

state, resulted in either ascetic spiritualism or materialism".(p.382)

"The poet has often complained of the difficulty of his position,
struggling against heavy odds. Here is right; for he did not belong to the
ultra-conservative orthodoxy though his unflinching and unassailable belief in
the tenets of the Quranic revelation was worthy of the staunchest orthodox
Muslim; and he did not belong either to the modernists for whom Islam was,
no doubt, the last revealed and best religion but compatible with wide
rationalist interpretations and valid more or less only in its internal ethical
aspects, though Igbal's interpretation of the Holy Writ is sometimes very
personal and in fluenced by the wish of combining Quranic revelation with the
experiences of modern science; he was no adherent of the traditionalist
school who rejected everything European and especially British as periculous
for the Muslim mind though his criticism of the West sometimes took forms
worthy of medieval polemics; nor was he a Westerner for whom European
civilization meant everything though his wide knowledge of European
Weltanschauung surpasses by far the normal scope of an oriental- and even
of many an occidental--scholar and a vital interest in German poetry and
philosophy has left deep marks on his creativeness; he was not a stern
Wahhabi rejecting every innovation in Islam as unlawful though he has flung
challenges against the all-embracing grave-worship, Pirism and pantheistic
mysticism which was overshadowing Indian Islam; nor was he a mystic who
aimed at attaining the highest bliss of union with the Divine though his piety
was tinged by the personalist mysticism, the voluntarist mysticism of early
Islamic type, and his veneration of the saints of yore was deep and
honest--in short, his work and personality contained all the divergent
elements of conservatism and liberalism, of prophetical and mystical religious
experience, of orthodoxy and heterodoxy---" (p385-86)
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