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To address this session of the All-India Muslim League you have selected a
man who is not despaired of Islam as a living force for freeing the outlook
of man from its geographical limitations, who believes that religion is a
power of the utmost importance in the life of indivduals as well as States,
and finally who believes that Islam is itself a Destiny and will not suffer a
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Before 1920 Azad had defined the collective identity of the Muslim community
in terms of Islam. But so far his had been an individual stand. Now with the
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emergence of Khilafat Movement he received institutional support for his own
thinking. The die was cast and there was no turning black! It was cast and there
was no turning black! It was during the Non-Cooperation Movement that he
began to think of Hindus and Muslims forming ‘Ummat-I-Wahida' (one

nation).Thereafter he became a grand agitator and an ardent spokesman of the

nationalist cause.?
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I was surprised and pained when Patel in reply said that whether we liked it or

not, there were two nations in India. He was now convinced that Muslims and
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Hindus could not be united into one nation. There was no alternative except to
recognise this fact. After a few days Jawaharlal came to see me again. He began
with a long preamble in which he emphasised that we should not indulge in
wishful thinking but face reality. Ultimately he came to the point and asked me to
give up my opposition to partition....But when I met Gandhiji again, I received
the greatest shock of my life to find that he had changed. What surprised and
shocked me even more was that he began to repeat the arguments which Sardar
Patel had already used. r
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Gandhi mistrusted Azad because he had been carrying on negotlatlons with the
Cabinet Mission without the knowledge of his colleagues. Azad was replaced by
Nehru as President of the Congress.... A man of moderate disposition, Azad was
not influential enough to change the attitude of his colleagues towards the
Cabinet Mission Plan....... Azad's advice to Congress leadership was disregarded
and his hopes for the preservation of the unity of India were shattered. The
Montatten Plan of Partition was accepted by the Congress working Committee on
2 June, 1947. The atmosphere in the Committee was tense. Abdul Ghaffar Khan
voted against the Partition Plan. Azad whispred to him with bitter irony, "You
should now join the League.' For the rest, sitting in a corner he uttered not a word
and was puffing away at his endless c1garettes
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After a few days Jawaharlal came to see me again. He began with a long
preamble in which he emphasized that we should not indulge into wishful
thinking, but face reality. Ultimately he came to the point and asked me to give
up opposition to partition. /!
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