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I make bold to deal with a topic which has assumed a form of bitter controversy
charged with emotions.
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He depreciated the pitiful decadence of the West, and seeing some sham in

capitalistic democracy, was led to condemn democracy as a system, and looked to a

dictator-saviour to rescue society. "In Germany Hitler has founded a new era and so
2

on....
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... democracy too was bete noire to Igbal. He extols and condemns the West, a

dischotomy that he could never escape from. He no doubt wanted freedom but he
hated democracy.”
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The Democracy of Europe---overshadowed by socialistic agitation and anarchical
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fear---originated mainly in the economic regeneration of European societies.
Nietzshe, however abhores this 'rule of the herd' and hopeless of the plebeian, he
bases all higher culture on the cultivation and growth of an Aristrocacy of
Supermen. But is the plebeian so absolutely hopeless? The Democracy of Islam did
not grow out of the extension of economic opportunity, it is a spirtual priniciple
based on the assupmtion that every being is a centre of latent power the possibilities
of which can be developed by cultivating a certian type of character. Out of the
plebeian material Islam has formed men of the noblest type of life and power. Is
not, then, the Democracy of early Islam and experimental reputation of the ideas of
Nietzsche??1
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The transfer of the power of Ijtihad from individual representatives of schools to a
Muslim lagislative assembly which, in view of the growth of opposing sects, is the
only possible form [jma can take in modern times, will secure contributions to legal
discussion from laymen who happen to possess a keen insight into affairs. 25
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quoting Igbal without reference. 36
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The Kingdom of God on earth means the democracy of more or less unique
individuals presided over by the most unique individual possible on the earth. 37
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He is naturally a democrate, but his democracy is presided over by a unique
personality.38
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Democracy, then, is the most important aspect of Islam regarded as a political
ideal 40
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The essense of Tauhid, as a working idea, is equality, solidarity, and freedom. The
state, from the Islamic standpoint, is an endeavour to transform these ideal
principles into space time forces, an aspiration to realize them in a definite human
organization. It is in this sense alone that a state in Islam is a theocracy, not in the
sense that it is headed by a representative of God on earth who can always screen
his despotic will behind his supposed infallibility. 41
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(1) The law of God is absolutely supreme.
(2) The absolute equality of all the members of the community.
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Let the Muslim of today appreciate his position, reconstruct his social life in the

light of ultimate principle, and evolve, out of the hitherto partially revealed purpose
of Islam, that spiritual democracy which is the ultimate aim of Islam.
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Democracy has been the great mission of England in modern times and English
statesmen have boldly carried this principle to countries which have been, for
centuries, groaning under the most atrocious forms of despotism. [ Speeches, Writings
and Statements of Igbal, Compiled and Edited by Latif Ahmad Sherwani, Iqbal

Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1995, Page:115]
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