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"The world's fust vnitied state of wluch we lnow
wag established m Egypt around 3200 B.C.
when the two kingdoms of upper and lower Egypt
were united. A cenfralised and bureaucratic empire
eventually developed. Other empires followed,
notably those of Persia, Cluna and Rome all of which
covered vast areas of the world. But the state as it
exists today ig based on a model that evolved in
Western Europe after the fall of the Roman Empue m

the 5th Centwry A.D."
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The next stage in the evolution of the state as we
lnow it today was the development of the territorial
states a defined area of land with a single ruler ... By
the end of the 17th century, tlus form of state was
comumon all over the Europe.
(Reader's Digest Library of Modern Enowledge,
Vol2, Ed.1979)
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"The law assumes that Parhament 1z ommipotent and

paramount. It can make or unmake laws on any

matter what-zo-ever.”



(Finer, S.E., Five Constitutions)
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"All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested
m a Congress of the United States, which shall

conzist of a Senate and House of Representatives.”
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"Sovereignty 1s not an eud itself; it 18 a means to
govermment just as government iz not an end but a
means to the good life."”

(Levontin, The h-I}ﬂl of International Secunity)
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"Article 1:
The Purposes of the United Nations are:
3. To aclieve mtermational co-operation in solving
international problems of an economic, gocial,
cultural, or humanitarian charachter, and in

promoting and encouragmg respect for human rights



and for fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion;

(Phylliz Benniz, Calling the Shots)
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"Article 55:

With a view to the creation of conditions of stability
and well-being which are necessary for peaceful and
friendly relations among nations based on respect for
the principle of equal nghts and self-deternunation of
peoples, the United Nations shall promote:

a. ligher standars of hving full employment, and
conditions of economic and social progress and
development;

b. solutions of international economic, social,
health, and related problems; and international
cultural and educational co-operation; and

c. umversal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion."

(Phylliz Benniz, Calling the Shots)
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"That all law has been discrmunatory agamnst women
15 beyond dispute. One need only to recall that
women were specifically denied the right to vote
prior to the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment.
Less well known, but very mnportant, was the 1824
Migsissippt Supreme Court decizsion upholding the
right of husbands to beat their wives (the United
States Supreme Cowrt finally prolubited this practice
m 1891). In another case....... the Supreme Court
ruled that the "equal protection” clause of the
Fowtheenth Amendment did not apply to women."

(D. Stanley Fitzen, In Conflict and Disorder)
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"Equality of nights under the law shall not be demed
or abridged by the Umnted States or by any State on
account of Sex."

(D. Stanley Fitzen, In Conflict and Disorder)
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(Madina was declared Sanctuary)
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(Sn Thomas Arold)

In order to appreciate his position after the
Flight, it iz important to remember the peculair
character of Arab society at that time, as far at least
as this part of the penmsula was concerned. There
was an entire absence of any organised
Admistration or Judicial system such as m modem
times we comnect with the idea of a Govermment.
Each tribe or class formed a separate and absolutely
mdependent body, and this ndependence extended
itzelf alzo to the mdividual members of the tribe,
each of whom recogmised the authority or leadership
of lug clief only as being the exponent of a public
opmion which he lhumself happend to share but he
was uite at liberty to refuse lus conformuty to the
(even) unamimous resolve of hiz fellow clansmen.
Further there was no regular transmission of the
office of Clueftamn . . . . ..

We can understand how Muhammad could
establish humselt at Madina as the head of a large and
mcreasmg body of adherents who looked upto him as
their head and leader and acknowledged no other

authonty, . . . . . . . . without exciting any feeling of



msecurity, or any fear of encroachment on recogmsed

authonty, . . . . . Muhammad thus exercized temporal

authority over hiz people just az any other

imdependent chief might have done, the only

difference being that on the case of the Mushms a

religions bond took the place of family blood ties.

(The Preaching of Islam)
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L:,f’ﬁl < _T(R. A Nicholzon)
Muhammad's fust care was to renconcile the
desperate factions within the city and to introduce
law and order among the heterogeneous elements
which have been described. "He drew up m writing a
charter between the Emigrants and the Helpers,
which charter he embodied a covenant with the Jews,
confummg them m the exercise of thenr religion and
m the possession of thewr properties, unposing upon
them certain obligations and grantmg to them certam
nghts."  This remarkable document iz extant m Ibn
Hizsham's Biography of Muhammad. Its contents
have been analysed in masterly fashion by
Wellhausen, who observes with justice that it was no
solemn covenant, accepted and duly ratihed by the
representatives of the parties concerned, but merely a
decree of Muhanmumad baszed upon condition already
existing which developed simnce lis arrival i Madina.
At the same time no one can study it without
being impressed by the political gening of the author.
Ostensibly a cautious and tactful reform, it was in
reality a revolution. Muhammad durst not strike
openly at the independence of the tribes, but he
destroyed it, m effect, by sliftmeg the centre of power
from the tribe to the commumuty; and although the

community included Jews and pagans as well as



Muslims, he fully recognised, what lus opponents
failed to =ee, that the Muslms were active, and must
goon be the predominant partners in the newly
founded state.

(A Literary History of the Arabs)
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The community (of Madina) was divided mto
two hostile camps - Avs and the Khazraj. Murder and
manslaughter were the order of the day: no body
dared venture out of lus quarter without danger; there
reigned a tumult m which life was mnpossible. What
wag wanted wag a man to step into bamsh anarchy;
but he must be neutral and not mvolved in the
domestic rivalry. Then came the Prophet from
Mecca, as if God-zent. Blood, as a bond of umion,
had failed; he put faith m its place. He brought with
him a tribe of Believers, the compamons of Ius flight
from Mecca, and slowly advancing steadly step by
step, he established the commonwealth of Madina on
the basiz of religions as an Ummat Allah, a
congregation of God ....... what had to be done was
the elementary worl:, the establishment of order and
the restoration of peace and right. Since there was no
other authority a religious authority took the lead, got
the power mto its hands and secured itz position by
performing what was expected of it. Muhammad
displayed the gift of ability to deal with affaws m the
mass ...

In the circumstances stated the power of the



religion appeared chiefly as a political force. It
created a community, and over it an authority wlich
was obeyed. Allah was the persomfication of the
state supermacy. What with vs 1s done m King's
name was done i the name of Allah ... The 1dea of
mling authonties, till then absolutely foreien to the
Arabg, wag mtroduced through Allah. In this there
wag alzo the idea that no outward or human power,
but only a power inwardly acknowledged and
standing above mankind, had the right to rule. The
theocracy is the negation of the Mulk, or earthly
lingdom. The privilege of ruling iz not a prvilege
for the enjoyment of the holder of it; the kngdom
belongs to God, but His Plempotentiary,who lmows
and carries out His will is the Prophet. He iz not only
the harbinger of truth, but also the only lawtul ruler
upon earth. Besides lnm no kg was a place, and
alzo no other prophet ... The Prophet represents the
mule of God upon earth; Allah and His messenger and
always bound up m each other, and stand together in
the Creed. The theocracy may be defmed as the
commonwealth, at the head of which stands, not the
lking and the vsurped or inherited power, but the
Prophet and the Law of God.

(Arab Kingdom and its Fall)
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|., I";(Flauts: Buhl)

The task which awaited lun placed the greatest
stram on lus diplomatic and orgamzme abilities. He
could only rely with the absolute certamty on those
who had nugrated with him (the Muhajuun), for thew
whole existence depended entirely on him, and of
course only there had migrated who were firmly
convinced for the truth of lus nussion. In addition,
there were those Madmese who had already adopted
Islam or did so soon after lus arival, the so-called
Ansar or "helpers' who, however, formed only a
portion of the mhabitants of Madina. He only found
direct opposition n a few fanulies, like the Aws but

at the same tune there were a number who while they



did not exactly oppose lum reluctantly accepted the
new relationship, the so-called munafikon who were
to cauze lum much anaety. . . . . A further danger lay
m the fact that the old and bitter fend between the
two cluef parties, the Aws and Khazra), had by no
means died down but might easily break out agamn on
any occassion. Fmally, there were the Jews and the
Judaicized tribes i Madmma who played an unportant
part because of thew wealth and the support they had
m the Jewish colomes of Khaiber . . . . .

Muhammad had to form a vmted community out
of these heterogeneous elements. The first problem
was how to procure the necessary means of
subgistence for the enugrants, who were for the most
part without means or work, which could for the tune
bemg only be done through the self-sacrifice of the
Anszar. To strengthen thenr clamms for protection, he
ordered the relationship of brotherhood, to be created
between each emigrant and a man of Madma.....

On the other hand, we possess for a some what
later period when relationship between Muhanunad
and the Jews had begun to be strained, a valuable
document in Muhammad's constitution which has
been preserved by Ibn Ishak. It reveals his great
diplomatic gifts for it allow the ideal which he
cherished of an Umma definetly religious m outlook
to smk temporarily mto the background and iz shaped

essentially by practical considerations. It iz true that



the highest authority iz with Allah and Muhanunad,
before whom all matters of umportance are to be laid,
but the Unmmma mcluded also Jews and pagans . . . . .
(Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam)
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(Maurice Gaudferoy Demombynes)

In the cowrse of the negotiations that he had
undertaken during these past years, and in the
difficult task of guiding the little flock of the faithful,
Muhammad had assumed the role of a judge, a
lawgiver and a clhief, functions for wlich it would

appear that he had become fit, suddenly and



miraculously, as soon as he had planted lus foot m
Quba, at the gates of Madina . . . . ..

On arriving i Madina, Muhammad concluded
with the local Arab tribes a pact which, without
providing absolutely for thewr conversion to Islam,
bound them to recognize lus personal authority.

(Muslim Institutions)
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It will be seen from the subjects treated m the
"covenant with the Jews" that the Messenger of God,
immediately on hig arrival i Madina, had been
drawn mto politics, adnumstration and justice.  As
the executive leader of a growmg commumty which
was obliged to provide for its own survival and

security, this development was probably mevitable.






throughly qualified for ruling found humself at last
a position m which s talents could be exercized . . .

The rudimentary organisation which had
existed, among the tribes before lus armval did not
immediately digsappear. Graduvally, however, the
principle that all authority emanated from
Muhammad permeated the constitution of Madina

. Disputes between lus followers were naturally
brought to him to settle, and presently disputes
between them and thew neighbours.

(Muhammad and the Rise of Islam)
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(Reuben Levy )+ 0
To outward seeming, then, little change
unmediately affecting the lives of Muslims was

mtroduced by the charter. In reality, however, the



document itzelf makes clear there has been made the
great change that henceforward ultunate authority for
the doings of the community rested not with the
chiefs or the collective voice of the people, but
Muhammad and beyond him, with Allah. This
mtroduced an idea foreign to the Arvabs namely that
of an overlord. The individuals who compose the
Islamic community are made to resign a good part of
thewr ancient freedom, to forego thew free choice of a
leader and to bow to divine authority. They had m
fact, become a theocracy, a community of God, a
state m which the political power was held by Allah
and his apostle Muhammad. There could be no
distinction here of chwch and state. The Ununa, the
community, partook of the nature of the both and the
purposes of one were the purposes of the other.
Sinuilarly, the Prophet derived lus political power
from lus divine office, and nothing elze.

(The Social Structure of Islam)
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(Joseph Hell) =%

The so-called ordinance governing the

community of Madina shows so rare a statesmanship

and 1s of such far-reaching import that we must

acquamt ourselves with its mam provisions....... these

passages read as if they were laymg down the basis
of an Islamic state.

(The Arab Civilization)
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(Francesco Gabrieh) k_;L 7 L /

The polytheists of Makkah appear as the

common enemy, to which the composite community

of Yatluib stands opposed, whether for religious or
political reasons.

(Muhammad and the Conquests of Islam)
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(G.M. Draycott) & &3
The treaty between Mahomet and the Bedoum
Tribes markes the begining of a significant
development in lus foriegn policy. Like the Romans,
and all military nations, he knew the worth of making
advantageous alhiances, wlile he was clear-sighted
enough to realize that the struggle with Mecca was
mevitable. Duwring the months preceeding the battle
of Bedr he concluded several treaties with desert
tribes, and it iz to thiz policy he owned in part lis
power to maintam his aggressive attitude towards
Koreish, for with the aliance of the tribes around the
Carvan routes Mahomet could be sure of hampering
the Meccan trade.

(Mahomet)
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To begin with the Enugrants were quartered m
the houses of those among the people of Madina who
had ivited them, now known as the Ansar or
Helpers of the Prophet, but if tlus arrangement had
continued, they might have become little more than
hangers-on, constantly needing help and protection.
To avoid this, a series of agreements were drawn up
in the first two or three years after the Hijra,
agreements which are known collectively as the
Constitution of Madina. This takes the form of
agreements between Muhajuun and the people of
Yathrib (Madma). All the believers are described as
umma, a community apart from the surrounding

pagan society, and they are to make war as one. The






those of lus followers were devoted to establishing
his unquestioned authority within Madina,
conducting an effective struggle aganst Mecca,
attracting the aliance of as many of the surrounding
nomad ftribes az would co-operate and working out
the rules and role of the Mushm community. All
these processes went hand i hand and the stiuggle
against the Meccans was instrumental in the
establishment of power within Madina, while the
support of outside tribes materially to iz eventual
SUCCess.

(The Prophet and the Age of the Caliphates)
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(Trude Ehlert) 4154~
A more significant factor in the ternunation of
these eamly arrangements i Madina may have been
the formal agreement established between
Muhammad and all of the significant tribes and
families. Fortunately, Tbn Ishak preserved a version
of thiz very wvaluable document, called the
Constitution of Madina ....... It reveals his (Holy
Prophet's) great diplomatic sklls, for it allows the
ideal that he cherished of an Ummah (community)
based clearly on a religious outlook to sink
temporarilly into the background and is shaped
essentially by practical considerations. It iz true that
the highest authority with God and Muhammad
before whom all matters of importance were to be
laid but the Umumah as portrayed in the Constitution
of Madma mncluded also Jews and polytheists ...

(The Encyclopaedia of Izlam)
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Muhammad's stronghold at Madina lay
strategically athwart the Meccan carvan route to the
North. The Prophet toiled and schemed to gain a
stranglehold on thewr trade by detachmg the tribes
dwelling along that route from the Meccan
affiliations either by slalful diplomacy or by a show
of force when necessary this course led mevitably to
war with Macca.

(Twentieth Centwry Encyclopaedia of Religious

Enowledge)
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(Edward Gibbon) Sl

Muhammad in the exercize of a peaceful and
benevolent nussion, had been despoiled and bamshed
by the mjustice of s countrymen. The choice of an
mdependent people had exalted the fugitive of Mecca
to the rank of a sovereign: and he was mvested with
the just prerogative of formung aliances and waging
defensive and offensive war ... The injustice of
Mecca and the choice of Madma transformed the
citizen into a prince the humble preacher mto the

leader of armues.

(The Decline & Fall of the Roman Empire)

i ;S P - . < il v
S AP ';%'.r' -fnzf’}:f(u-’-.k )

b

- wby 4T 2
—

“ 5. . |
‘E‘Vh:;‘—— 1"-'-%._|..-'.‘|£|;:.-'t"lgl" — UI?‘"'...l |

* - ~ - P
‘-l__J_.I:-' Pb.ll—-l-—-l-'L‘f"Ii'"_—-u ‘*UPIL:HUI**"IJLFJ__
I...w«»ul:).__._.,f"._, H""LL._,,.-___,J_J_.

g - (_,
o

_.-'.‘Iq:_- VL-:LJ Lf"l"fL i"’—-l_;l*.*lh:_-"'."l-' | (I_,--- I-'.-.-w

(W. Montgomery Watt) -0 A~
(Accordng to the constitution of Madmna) The
referring of disputes to Muhammad, closely

comnected with the recognition of him as Prophet.



The wording of the constitution 1z that disputes are to
be referred to God and to Muhanunad. The idea that
one of the functions of a Prophet; to mete out Justice
occurs in a Meccan passage of the Quran "each
community has a messenger, and when their
messenger comes, judgement iz given between them
with justice and they are not wronged." (10:47.48)
Thiz pomt was doubtless realized by the Medmnans
when they recognized Muhanunad as Prophet, part of
what attracted them to lum as the hope that he would
be able to put an end to the internal digputes that
made life m Madina mtolerable.

(Muhammad at Madina)
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(Thiz shall be a pact) between the Mushms of
Quraysh, the people of Yathrib (the Citizens of
Madina) and those who shall follow them and
become attached to them (poltically) and fight along
with them. (All theze communities shall be the

constitutional subjects of the State.)

- . s
o ;,rflul-r’_-l_, |__;” - “.ull‘llg.‘lv-r:* r’:l._'..rltL‘L'ff‘ PrESIS

. - .- ; . L ' -
AL |.-.:-::JL--J-:’ L Jlal s CEL

=

- = | =
- e = - z
sl Il el a*;....f..,)-uﬁ,.aa U 2

'-'( l""l—-"l,._..' - b :-;-“
3~ .b“; |

h ol N

Lt .
WL LT
e e
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The aforementioned conunmumties shall formulate

a Constitutional Unity as distinct from (other) people.
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