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The most remarkable phenomenon of _fA
modern history. however, is the enormous repidity
when the world of Islam is spiritually moving
towards the west. there is nothing wrong in the
movement, for European Culture, on its intellectual
side, is only a further development of some of the
most important phase of the of culture of Islam. our
only fear is tat the dazzling exterior of European
Culture may asset our movement, and we may fail
to reach the truf inwarone of that culture.
(Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam,
p.7)
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The universe is however not created caused or
willed by God. as it is for most of the other Muslim

Philosophers it is simply the coming in to



manifestation of something already existing in God.
A thing comes in to existence not because of God's
will but because of the specific nature of laws with
the thing itself. so Ibn Arabi's God is actually the
name for all the laws inherent in existence. Since
everything that is an aspect of manifestation of the
dinvine essence. there is for Ibn Arabi. no Sepration
between man and God our sense of Sepration is
only apparent and due to our ignorance. Likewise
though God does not specifically disire evil. even
ecil (or rather what man considers evil) is a
manifestation of certain laws that have their being in
God. in order to be perfect. that is complete. the
universe must include what we regard as
imperfection otherwise it would be incomplete.
Everything being a manifestation of God. man's
free-will too belongs to that catefory in other words
whatever man does comes from God. This however
doed not imply that God is a Capricious despot who

silfully imposes his decison upon man. if man



cannot escape from making a particular choice. this
is due to the fact what interperation by us umplies
predestination for man in never fully aware of the
laws under whose command he acts and thus he
must behave as though he actually had a free-will
his fate is not predetermined but self-determined.
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