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The twentieth century, the most barbaric in history makes the myth of
progress read like a cruel joke. 160 million human beings slaughtered by
their own kind not for religion but in the name of secular ideologies: more
people dying of starvation in a single decade than in all of history up to the
twentieth century; epidemics in Africa and elsewhere; the widening gap
between the rich and the poor; the population explosion; the environmental
crisis; the threat of nuclear holocaust — the list goes on and on.

The crises that the world finds itself in as it swings on the hinge of a new
millennium is located in something deeper than particular ways of
organizing political systems and economies. In different ways, the East and
the West are going through a single common crisis whose cause is the
spiritual condition of the modern world. That condition is characterized by
loss — the loss of religious certainties and of transcendence with its larger

horizons. The nature of that loss is strange but ulitmately quite logical.
When, with the inauguration of the scientific worldview, human beings
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started considering themselves the bearers of the highest meaning in the
world and the measure of everything, meaning began to ebb and the stature

of humanity to diminish. The world lost its human dimension, and we began
to lose control of it.
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There is within us—in even the blithest, most light-hearted among us-a
fundamental dis-ease. It acts like an unquenchable fire that renders the vast
majority of us incapable in this life of ever coming to full peace. This desire
lies in the marrow of our bones and deep in the regions of our soul. All great
literature, poetry, art, philosophy, psychology, and religion tries to name and
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analyze this longing. We are seldom in direct touch with it, and indeed the
modern world seems set on preventing us from getting in touch with it by
covering it with an unending phantasmagoria of entertainments, obsessions,
and distractions of every sort. But the longing is there, built into us like a
jack-in-the-box that presses for release.22
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