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e

M. Mahbub Alam has generally been called ﬁé'/’}.é' i.e.
editor-making editor.This is a happy appellation, since the Paisa
Akhbar was a veritable training ground for many of the future
editors of the province. The names of Lala Dina Nath later the
editor of the Hindustan, Hakim Ghulam Nabi later the editor of
the Al-Hukma, Munshi Ahmed Din late, the editor of the Gham
Khwar-i-Alarm, Mohammad-ud-Din Fauq later the editor of the
Kashmiri, Maulvi Shuja-ud-Dauwla later the editor of the Millat
stand out prominent among those who had served their
apprenticeship in this training school.

(Journal of the Punjab University and Historical Society, Vol.II, Part I,
April 1933.p. 38).
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There are few who would nto readily acknowledge that mainly in
worthy books are preserved and hoarded the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge which the world has accumulated; and that chiefly
by aid of books they are handed down from one generation to
another. I shall urge on you in these lectures something different
from this; namely, that not in books only, which all acknowledge,
not yet in connected oral discourse, but often also in words
contemplated singly, there are boundless stores of moral and
historic truth, and no less of passion and imagination, laid up-that
from these, lessons of infinite worth may be derived if only our



Zl

attention is roused to their existence. I shall urge on you how well
it will repay you to study the words which you are in the habit of
using or of meeting, be they such as relate to highest spiritual
things, or our common words of the shop and the market, and of
all the familiar intercourse of daily life. It will indeed repay you
far better than you can easily believe. I am sure, at least, that for
many a young man his first discovery of the fact that words are
living powers, are the vesture, yea, even the body, which thoughts
weave for themselves, has been like the dropping of scales from
his eyes, like the acquiring of another sense, or the introdcution
into a new world; he is never able to cease wondering at the
moral marvels that surround him on every side, and ever reveal

themselves more and more to his gaze
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In other ways also the names of places will oftentimes embody
some poetical aspect under which now or at some former period men
learned to regard them. Oftentimes when discoverers come upon a new
land they will seize with a firm grasp of the imagination the most striking
feature which it presents to their eyes, and permanently embody this in a
word. Thus the island of Madeira in now, I believe, nearly bare of wood,
but its sides were covered with forests at the time when it was first
discovered, and hence the name, 'madeira’ in Portuguese having this
meaning of wood. Some have said that the first Spanish discoverers of
Florida gave it this name from the rich carpeting of flowers which, at the
time when first their eyes beheld it, everywhere covered the soil. Surely
Florida, as the name passes under our eye, or from our lips, is something
more than it was before, when we may thus think of it as the land of
flowers.

The name of Port Natal also embodies a fact which must be of
interest to its inhabitants, namely, that this port was discovered on
Christmas Day, the dies natalis of our Lord. A
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