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I think that a reader who has followed my 
survey of the progressist doctrines which prevail 
to-day throughout the philosophical world, in 
all its camps and quarters, must surely have been 
startled by the extraordinarily restricted and 
arbitrary type of evolution with which the ultimate 
self-alteration of reality is identified by them, It 
really rests on what we call the world-movement 
of a certain epoch and complex of peoples, con­
centrated and represented in the spirit of humanistic 
positivism. Such philosophy has ceased, we might 
almost say, to speak about the universe or to be 
interested in it as a whole. Even those among its 
votaries who stand nominally in the idealistic 
succession care, as we have seen, rather for the 
massive and gigantic fact of thinking in its actual 
process and aggregate, than for the affirmed unity 
and ultimate totality without which its life has no 
centre or mainspring and amounts to nothing, but 
contradicts its own essence. 

The working attitude of mind which attends 
upon this philosophical position-the doctrine of 
change as ultimate-is quite unmistakable, and 
most plainly coincides with that which comes 
naturally, as we saw in Hegel's case, to the normal 
enthusiast or philanthropist as he confronts the 
succession of events in which is the immediate 
theatre of his action and aspiration. It is the 
ethical attitude ; the individualism af the natural 
man who, being finite, must necessarily, in every 
actual achievement, fall short of perfection, 
and whose progressive perfectibility, therefore, 
being looked for in actual attainment within the 
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series of events, must necessarily be a failure ad 
infinitum. We criticised and rejected the attempts 
of Croce, essentially the same with that of Professor 
Watts Cunningham, to set aside the obvious con­
demnation of the Kantian moral progress ad 
infinitum ; and we saw that all intelligibility of the 
universe is here staked on a de facto sequence in 
the future of a partial and arbitrary type ; a type, 
indeed, which is, for the reason just explained, 
self-contradictory. 

The idea of progress which in the working out 
of such a principle comes to fill expectation and 
aspiration necessarily suggests something in­
creasingly intensified in character while contracted 
in amplitude. The advance is to be that of a 
special race; it is to keep the line which has been 
begun, so as to surpass, and to absorb, and 
obliterate on its own ground and after its own 
kind1 every value of the past. If progress is the 
fundamental character and rule, obviously this 
must be so. We think entirely of the future. 
Men do not, under the influence of such pro­
gressism, admit that some one or more climaxes of 
the finite may have been attained in the past, as 
an inexhaustible source of values has revealed, 
with all fulness possible to the finite, some several 
sides of itself, and may in future reveal others to 
infinity not competing with these; whereas some­
thing is lost in the narrowing brought by every 
mere progression and advance, as something-very 
much, if we please-is also won in each given 

1 I am taking Croce as my example. Note also the stress 
which has been laid on a future lengthening ot human life. 
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and maintained direction. They do not recognise 
what seem to others the obvious indications that 
an infinite source of values is bursting forth on 
every side and in every direction ; and that in all 
the advances in which the finite selects and con­
tinues this or that special career, something is 
being abandoned by the selective movement of 
finiteness which was essential to the total revelation. 
For such a fulness of revelation cannot conceivably 
be received in the constricted channel of a finite 
history. Are we really to suppose that the future 
of the human race is to surpass and absorb its 
beginnings in every specific side and development 
of value, so that we shall not add to Shakespeare 
and Sophocles something different in kind as one 
star differs from another star in glory, but shall 
proceed straight forward on a high road which 
will carry us away and beyond them, so that their 
place shall know them no more ?1 Yet, if we 
take it seriously, this standpoint is natural to the 
idea of humanistic progress ad infinitum, which 
merely enforces certain hasty postulates about 
what we call civilisation, happiness, culture, and 
never notes the warnings that such postulates are 
subject, if taken as ultimate criteria, to great 
and terrible reservations. If we will not hear 
Rousseau, Edward Carpenter, and William James, 
will we learn from tuberculosis and the great war? 
A revelation of spiritual meaning is another and a 
larger thing than an accumulation of advantages 
along the lines of humanism and philanthropy. 

The protest against other-worldliness came, 
1 See p. 54, on Croce. 
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our Western faith that in man the divinity is 
revealed." 

Our expectation and aspiration, then, as evinced 
in our hopes and our conduct, would be of an 
ampler and freer kind than those which connect 
a humanistic temper with the ultimate alterability 
of reality. They would be more of the type 
which I have indicated elsewhere,1 and would 
principally turn on the revelation of the fullest 
meaning of things through the varied and prima 
facie contradictory experiences which the sequence 
of events would afford. We should not suppose 
ourselves to read off the lines of advance in the 
nature of the whole from successions empirically 
observed in the history of our planet. If our 
philosophy drove us, as we are assuming for the 
moment, to the postulate of an ultimately pro­
gressive reality, this conviction would be the root 
and source from which would spring our explora­
tion of the possibilities open to such an advance 
and worthy of it, and we should not make our 
progressist enthusiasm and aspiration the ground 
for a philosophical conviction regarding the ulti­
mate nature of what is. 

If now we turn our eyes to a working expecta­
tion and aspiration consistent with the opposite 
view of ultimate reality-viz., the view that the 
foundational nature of all that is, while containing 
the infinite changes which are the revelation of its 
inexhaustible life, not confinable within a single 
direction or temporal career, is not itself and as 
such engaged in a progress and mutation-we shall 

1 "Value and Destiny," Lecture X. 
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find, I think, that nearly all the current argument 
directed against it on the ground of prima facie 
temporal actuality is unintelligent and beside the 
mark. 

We should, to begin with, stand on the same 
primary ground with the tern poralist view as 
regards the type of appearance which we should 
expect to continue for ever. The succession of 
finite phenomena is for us the necessary utterance 
of the infinite reality through finite spirits, and 
we should anticipate that this would continue as 
the normal routine of the universe. Comparing 
this conception with the second and higher version 
which we suggested as compatible with temporalism, 
we should not suppose that the two were empiri­
cally and externally distinguishable. We should 
not think that a superficial success of humanity 
was a proof of ultimate alteration in the real, nor 
that events which might appear to us to mean 
failure were a genuine metaphysical proof of a 
reality that did not go forward. We should 
submit ourselves to the universe and try to learn 
its lesson, being convinced that in all its bewilder­
ing diversity a fundamental unity-a simple energy 
and life-was revealing itself to us in the only 
way in which anything could be revealed to and 
through finite spirits. That the universe was full 
of histories would not seem to us in the least to 
suggest or to make plausible that the totality of 
what is could be in movement away from its 
foundational character, and in course of trans­
muting the whole essence of its values, which we 
take to be its realities. 



x] CONTEMPORARY PHILOSOPHY 213 

And the difference of our emotion and response 
would nevertheless be profound and fundamental. 
It would lie in our absolute assurance that this 
succession in existence was only a succession be­
cause, so to speak, its finite character admitted, as 
essentially imperfect, of no other form in general 
and as a rule ; but that behind it, as many of its 
features and our responses to them betray, there 
lies a total perfection, which to approach and 
apprehend through the finite and its essential 
nexus with the infinite is the very gordian knot 
or crux and touchstone for a man, for life, and 
for philosophy. And further, that in the world 
of everyday conduct, and reaction in experience, 
this perfection is augured and indicated by our 
finding everywhere throughout the successions 
of events, glimpses and pervading suggestions of 
values, unique and splendid, universally distributed 
and irrepressible, and in no way lending themselves 
to the conception- of a greatness lying essentially 
in the future, and that future one which as such, 
and as being the mere vehicle and promise of the 
greater fruition which it is always foreboding, can 
never come into present existence. 

This, I urge, would be the feeling and response 
towards the world of those who, like myself, are con­
vinced that change is not the fundamental nature 
of ultimate reality. But so far, though we should 
be more attentive and sympathetic than are the 
humanitarian and progressive philanthropist and 
socio-political enthusiast, to the older and simpler 
indications of value 1-older forms of art, of simple 

1 It is only in a limited and indirect sense that we care 
most about the future. Any extension of knowledge, e.g., is 



214 THE MEETING OF EXTREMES IN [CH. 

living, of faith, courage, heroism, and to the earlier 
absence of many specific horrors and terrors of 
civilisation, and of its enormous dulness-there is 
nothing absolute to divide us from the humani­
tarians and those who say that the end is progress. 
There is a very noticeable difference of ethos and 
valuation, and more love for great outlooks, and 
for the whole rather than for the future. But the 
two tempers might be combined in some degree 
with each other and with the antagonistic philo­
sophical beliefs which in principle dominate them. 
No one doubts the infinite sequence, or that finite 
spirits, here or anywhere, have got to do their 
best in the conditions which may befall them. 
The empirical attitudes we have described do not 
by themselves tell us with philosophical certainty 
what the truth about time mav be ; whether there 
is or is not a principle of cha~ge at the very root 
of the all. But "tarry a little, there is something 
else." We have seen how the very extremes of 
philosophy, in so far as it assumes the character of 
a philosophy of change, concentrate themselves 
round the moral point of view. The moral point 
of view is that in which man seeks his realisation 
in an endless process, and so perpetually feels the 
impulse to transcend his existing reality. " So 
we see that the moral point of view, which leaves 
man in a sphere with which he is not satisfied, can­
not be final. This or that human being, this or 
that passing stage of culture, may remain in this 

equally welcome; it was future because we had it not before; 
but it need not refer to the future. This, I think, is very im­
portant. We care for" the whole," not for" the future" as such. 
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region of weariness, of false self-approval, and no 
less false self-contempt ; but for the race as a 
whole, this is impossible. It has not done it, and 
while man is man it certainly never will do it."1 

The point, then, to which we are brought is 
this: that spatio-temporal existence must be a 
succession of events ad infinitum is common 
ground. Now thought furnishes us with an idea 
of self-realisation, completeness, perfection, and 
the succession of events ad infinitum is all the 
actual existence we have hope of possessing in 
which this idea of perfection could be realised. 
And we have just seen that there is a view of life 
from which the demand and this condition of its 
fulfilment can be brought together. This is the 
moral point of view, which translates perfection 
into perfectibility. Nothing perfect can appear in 
the series of events ; but if we read perfectibility 
for perfection we may get a quasi-fulfilment by a 
compromise. You never get perfection, but you 
are always getting it. Nothing is or can be what 
it ought to be, but it is always going to be what it 
ought to be ; and this is a demand which can be 
fulfilled in a series of facts. And thus, the moral 
point of view can, it would appear, be satisfied by 
a universe whose total reality is ultimately and 
actually a succession. On such a view we should 
take ourselves to live and have our being in the 
sheer march of events; we should always be 
getting on towards the impossible perfection; 
and we should gain no reality but the successive 
events. 

1 Bradley, "Ethical Studies," p. 279. 
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For us, on the other hand, there is another 
possibility. Let the series be the revelation, 
springing from an infinite and inexhaustible sour-ce, 
a series infinite because the source is inexhaustible, 
but finite because conditioned by finite spirits. 
Then we can pass from the moral point of view 
to the point of view of religion. Nothing is more 
easily caricatured than this-we have seen examples 
of such an attitude in James' treatment of the 
Absolute as something to lie back on, or Croce's or 
Gentile's as involving a something" transcendent," 
cc outside" the series of events, and consequently 
prohibitive of progress. For us it is the living 
source of the series, a source with which we can 
identify ourselves by faith and will, and therefore 
can unite ourselves with its perfection, although 
not in factual existence transcending the temporal 
series. Then the world of realities into which we 
rise by faith and will, and which we find suggested 
everywhere in the spatio-temporal region, and are 
able in a measure to introduce there in so far as we 
live for true values-this is not in ultimate reality 
a universe of time and change. It does not move 
from its nature, but reveals it ; and the moral 
point of view itself becomes another thing and 
loses its self-contradictoriness when its constant 
aspiration after an actual self-transcendence be­
comes the necessary consequence of a will, which 
is in principle and assurance identified with the 
supreme good in a stable universe, and is a form 
of its self-utterance. 

It is plain, I think, that if the issues are 
stated thus, which is the only true and relevant' 
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way to state them, the current caricatures of the 
views which subordinate time and change to the 
unity and eternity of the universe, with their 
question-begging epithets, are altogether beside 
the point when we raise those serious questions 
regarding time and change which really concern 
philosophy. If anyone asserts that he knows the 
universe to be ultimately in change and in time, 
he must face the question of the kind and degree 
of its unity, or conservation of values, and when 
he has given an account of this, it will be time 
enough to ask whether the change he affirms is a 
revelation of the unity he believes in, or a deroga­
tion from it. The problem, I repeat, is the 
central crux of philosophy ; and that is why it 
seems natural, that just as the more superficial 
democratic gospel is to-day overspreading the 
world, being the popular advance-guard, we hope, of 
a persuasion deeper and more thoroughly spiritual, 
so the simple philosophy of absolute and ultimate 
progress in the real, an attractive evasion of the 
fundamental problem, is growingly influential in 
all philosophical quarters. It is, as I must believe, 
related to the true doctrine as was Hegel's youthful 
yearning to his mature vision of reality, and as, 
through rude primary aspirations after future 
peace and comfort and equality, there is dawning, 
we trust and are assured, a deeper democratic 
sense of spiritual oneness in the universe, as we 
find ourselves compelled, by a widening and 
deepening experience, to interpret and to value it. 
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