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THE INDIAN MOSLEMS

CHAPTER 1
THE APPEAL TO HISTORY

THIS exposition of the case for the Moslems of
India may commence with a protest against their
being classed, as is the usage, among ‘‘ the minori-
ties’’ of that land. Statisticians count heads, or the
figures representing them, blindly. On the like
principle the landholder, when reckoning up- his
stock, would place chickens and rabbits on the same
level as ‘‘the lordlier beasts of creation’’ ; and
| among the races of India there are some who in
& any scale of comparison would not deserve to rank
higher than the former. But the Moslems are not
of these. Statesmen have a harder task than statis-
ticians. Behind figures they have to ascertain and
measure facts, they have to discover a scale of just
proportion, and they have to appraise human values
at their real worth. Hereon the Moslems of India
are ready to stand the test. They appeal, in the
first place, to history. Let us consider what it
tells us.

Why did the Moslems first come into India?
Because it was visibly a disunited country, a con-
geries of quarrelling principalities with no bond of
union, no sense of common interest, between them ;
in no sense a single and united State, but one in
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2 THE,INDIAN MOSLEMS

which the call of patriotism fell on deaf ears. A
territory existing under such conditions invited
invasion ; a people without any warlike aptitude,
and among whom such heroism as existed took the
form of suicide, could not repel it. The India of
the Hindus was a land susceptible of conquest.
Providence seems to have decreed that lot for them
as a natural inheritance. It was the Mogul emperors
who first broke this rule by gathering up all the
regions of the peninsula under their sway—an
example in which they were followed by their British
successors. The talk of a united India, apart from
those two supremacies, is but a figment of the
imagination.

The methods of conquerors may vary in par-
ticulars with the fashions of their age, but funda-
mentally they are identical. When they first appear
they come as raiders and despoilers. Their primary
object is plunder or trade, and they have no thought
of remaining in the land they are ravaging or ex-
ploiting. But with reflection, or increased know-
ledge, they make the discovery that it is a fair and
promising land worth settling down in, and so they
remain or return with a new and more definite
purpose. That was how and why the successors of
the Ghazni and Ghor conquerors gave six main
dynasties, and many minor ones, to India. To
illustrate the ease with which Moslem invaders were
able to overrun the whole of Northern India,
correctly speaking, Hindustan, it will suffice to
mention that in the years 1199-1203 the Ghor
general, Bakhtiyar Khilji, conquered Bengal with
the same ease that the Emperor Baber did 325
years later. Besides, it will be remembered that
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after the lapse of two more centuries the English
had no difficulty in subduing that vast and densely
peopled province from its indigenous inhabitants.
The contest for supremacy in which Clive signalised
himself was not with the Bengali, but with the
Moslem lords of the land. There is no reason to
doubt that whatever fate the future may have in
reserve for India, the Bengalis will never be the
arbiters of their own destinies. That is a point in
these days of noisy demagogism that should never
be put out of sight.

It does not appear as if these early Mahomedan
invaders, apart from the absence of the wish, had
the power in respect of resources to take upon them-
selves the general government of the country. They
swept over the region invaded, but they retired carry-
ing off with them what they could, and the same pro-
ceedings were repeated many times. But, although
gradual and incomplete, the infiltration of the alien
element became visible. The Rajputs were estab-
lished, not in Rajasthan, but in the Punjab. It was
they who bore the brunt of those invasions. The
glory of Kanouj was laid in the dust without
ignominy. The survivors of many a stricken field
were glad to find a fresh home behind the great
rivers in a mountainous region, where they could
erect innumerable rock fortresses for self-defence.
But the Punjab remained in the hands of the
Moslem invaders. In Lahore the Slave Kings
established the first regular Moslem dynasty in
India, and, although it lasted for less than a century,
Delhi was absorbed before it was superseded by the
Khilji dynasty, which came next.

The Khilji dynasty, however brief its tenure of
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power may have been, was rendered remarkable
because it originated the experiment of planting
Moslem colonies in the Punjab. Ala-ud-Din, the

. great leader of the period, realising the fecundity of

this great division of Northern India, decided to

| attract settlers from Afghanistan and the regions
| farther west to leave their inhospitable climes and
/ settle in a fairer region watered by the five rivers.
. Afghans, Turks, and Mongols came in their thou-

sands. In this manner India was apprised that the
Moslems had resolved to stay. The lands vacated
by the departing Rajputs were to provide them with
a new and more attractive home. Nor was it in the
nature of things that the process begun by the
Khilji ruler should not be continued by his suc-
cessors. Its continuance and increased development
were clearly the essential condition of the stability
of the presence and power of the Moslems in India.
The originators of the movement no doubt were
thinking only of their own immediate needs, but none
the less they were the introducers of a new and
important element in the fabric of India’s life.
Thenceforth it was to be no longer exclusively
Hindu. Whether the newcomers were to be re-
garded as masters or as brothers their presence
could not be ignored. A momentous infiltration of
new blood and the spread of a different religion
from anything India had hitherto known had com-
menced. The foundation was thus laid of that mixed
life and interwoven interests, social not less than
political, which constitute the double texture of the
Indian communities as they exist to-day.

The Khilji rulers were followed by the family of
Tughlak, which established the third Moslem
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dynasty in India (1320-1414). Its fortunes under-
went an eclipse in consequence of the terrible
Mongol invasion in 1398 when Timur sacked Delhi,
and perpetrated atrocities unsurpassed in the records
of man. The most important incident of their era
in the internal affairs of India was the migration of
a chief named Bahmani to the Deccan, where he
established a principality identified with his name.
Thanks to its remoteness from the Punjab it escaped
the effects of Timur’s inroad, and the dynasty
i was still in existence when the star of Baber rose
I on the horizon. It fared better than its con-
temporaries at Delhi, where several ruling families

had declined and fallen to give place at last to the
Afghan Lodis. Remote as the Bahmani realm was
from the storm centres of India its rulers could not
eventually avert the troubles that beset all reigning
families with the lapse of time, and more especially
those, perhaps, of Asia. If, however, they could
not escape the common lot in undergoing the throes
of dissolution, they at least expired gloriously, for
from their loins sprang five dynasties, of which the
best known were those of Bijapur and Golconda.
The process of disruption had not commenced at
the moment when Baber first contemplated the
conquest of India, and thus commenced a new era
in her history, for when he stood on the threshold

" of his great adventure he examined the political con-
. ditions of the peninsula. He found that it was
| divided among five Moslem dynasties—the Lodis
. at Delhi, the Bahmanis in the Deccan, the Khiljies
. in Malwa, the Sher in Bengal, and the Mohammedis
f in Gujerat. Of the former Hindu rulers two alone
{" remained, the Rana Sanka of Udaipur, and the
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Raja of Bijanagar. Such was the tableau that pre-
sented itself to this great knight-errant who had left
his own home in Ferghana for Cabul, where designs
on India have long found a natural incubator.

Of all the great conquerors that the world has
known, Baber was the most appealing, and the
fascination of his work and deeds has influenced a
much wider circle than he could ever have contem-
plated addressing. He took care to preserve his
reputation before posterity by compiling his own
‘““Memoirs,”” a human document of self-revelation
of unsurpassed candour and intimacy. It has been
said that Baber was more of an adventurer than a
conqueror, and his early adventures and misfortunes
in Central Asia give some colour to the judgment,
but when he turned his horse’s head towards Lahore
and Delhi he assumed of set purpose the kinglier
role. Baber was of the family of Genghis Khan and
Timur in direct descent, but he disclaimed his
Mongol origin. Neither did he greatly love the
Afghans, although he made use of them. His pride
was to belong to the Turki race, and although in
later days his successors acquiesced in the Hindu
appellation of Mogul, a corruption of Mongol,
Baber himself took pride in his being the introducer
of Turk authority into India. He had borrowed much
in his military system from the practice and example
of those great masters of the art of war, the Sultans
of Roum. This racial distinction relieved him from
all compunction in prosecuting war upon his co-
religionists, the pioneers who had parcelled out
India between them.

Like his predecessors, Baber does not at first
appear to have seriously entertained the project of
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a conquest of India. It was only as he discovered
the comparative ease with which such an enterprise
might be accomplished that he enlarged his horizon
and extended the scope of his operations. The
experience acquired during his first inroads led him
to form a contemptuous estimate of the powers of
resistance possessed by the inhabitants of the
country. He wrote with almost brutal candour :

! ““The’ people of Hindustan are a strangely foolish

- and senseless race possessed of little reflection and

less foresight. They can neither persist in and suc-

' cessfully support a war, nor can they continue in a
| state of amity and friendship.’’ By some intuitive

process he seems to have realised that he had only
to overthrow the Afghan rulers in the Punjab and
Delhi to find the road open to him as far as his
horses could carry himself and his followers.
Baber’s first four expeditions into India were
experimental. Having pacified the Yusufzai and
Afridi tribes in the neighbourhood of the Khyber
and occupied Peshawar, he crossed the Indus in the
year 1525 with the definite intention of overthrow-
ing the Lodi power. In that year he defeated the
Lodi generals at Lahore and Sumbhulpur, and
prepared for a decisive issue in 1526. Ibrahim Lodi
realised that the crisis in his fate had arrived and
that it was a case of revival or extinction. When he
heard that Baber was leaving Lahore to attack him
he marched out of Delhi and took up a position on
the historic plain of Paniput, where the fate of
India has been so often decided. If he had remained
on the defensive within his entrenchments, as some
of his officers advised him to do, things might have
gone differently, and the future of India would have
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rested in suspense. But Ibrahim was bold and
intrepid, perhaps to the excess of rashness. He left
his entrenchments.and advanced to meet Baber
exactly as that leader most desired any of his
adversaries to do, for he trusted to his cavalry sup-
ported by his artillery to give him the victory. Nor
was he disappointed on this occasion. The army of
Ibrahim Lodi was overwhelmed, and the monarch
himself was found among the slain. As the result of
the battle Baber took possession of Delhi, and
before the campaign ended he occupied Agra. The
Lodi dynasty was thus overthrown, and in its place
the successful Turk leader established his own, to
be known eventually as that of the Great Mogul.
At this juncture Baber again surveyed the posi-
tion and pondered over the plans that most appealed
to his imagination. Was he to rest content with the
Lodi dominion which he had acquired, or was he
to extend his operations and authority over a wider
area? He has written rather naively what he
thought of India at this moment: “The chief
excellence of Hindustan is that it is a large country
and has abundance of gold and silver.”’ Such views
tempted him to further action. There was another
reason in the comparative ease with which he had
overcome his chief opponent, and in the absence of
all signs of opposition on the part of the indigenous
population. It seemed as if he might proceed with-
out the least apprehension of stubborn resistance.
Success had inspired him with confidence, and
nothing happened in his experience to warn him of
the limits of human fortune. He had made but a
brief stay in Delhi before transferring his capital to
Agra, where he enjoyed some of the amenities in
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gardens, flowers, and fruit that made Cabul so dear

to him. From Agra he seemed to hold the rest of

T India in the hollow of his hand. Why should he not

grasp the prize that a benevolent Providence had
placed within his reach? Certainly the con-
temptuous opinion he had formed of the Hindu
populations was not calculated to deter him. It was
thus expressed : '

““The people of Hindustan are not handsome.

[ They have no idea of the charms of friendly society,

| of frankly mixing together, or of familiar inter-
course. They have no genius, no comprehension of

- mind, no politeness of manner, no kindness or fellow-
feeling, no ingenuity or mechanical invention in
| planning or executing their handicraft works, no
{ skill or knowledge in design or architecture ; they
{ have no good horses, no good flesh, no grapes or
| musk melons, no good fruits, no ice or cold water,

j |no good food or bread in the bazaars, no baths or

| colleges, no candles, no torches, not a candle-
| stick |’

*  Whether the four centuries which have elapsed
since those lines were written have not seen changes
introduced that would compel a modification of this
judgment need not be discussed here. It revealed
the two dominant opinions in Baber’s mind. One
was that the Hindus could be easily subdued, and
the other that it was reserved for him to accomplish
the task. Baber, therefore, did not linger long in
Agra. In 1528 he crossed the Ganges and invaded
the great province of Oude, which was a dependency

: jof the Sher dynasty ruling over the kingdom of

~{Bengal. Here again he was confronted, not by
EIndiams, but by Moslems, led by Sultan Mahomed,

¢
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a brother of Ibrahim Lodi, who had left Delhi before
| the Moguls appeared upon the scene. Baber’s good

fortune continued and Oude shared the fate of

Agra, but beyond Oude was the kingdom of Bengal,

ruled at that moment by Nazrut Shah of the Sher
' dynasty, which possessed Bihar and Orissa. In
| 1529 Baber undertook the last of his Indian cam-
| paigns. Making use of the Ganges for purposes of
transport, he advanced to Patna and obtained
several successes over Nazrut Shah, but for the
first time in his career he became sensible of the
fact that there was a limit to his resources and that
his communications with his rear were insecure.
For these reasons he abandoned the idea for the
time of conquering Bengal and rested content with
! a treaty of peace by which Nazrut Shah acknow-
| ledged the sovereignty of the Mogul ruler. Baber
was the more inclined to grant these terms because
he was assured by the Bengalis : ‘‘ We are faithful
to the throne. Whoever fills the throne we are
obedient and true to it.”’ This assertion bids one
ask in these days whether the Bengalis, whose
agitation verges on sedition and revolution, have
changed, or whether the majesty of the throne, as
they conceived it, has somewhat declined and lost
its potency ?

Baber, in according terms to Nazrut Shah in
1529, probably intended to return at a subsequent
date to settle accounts with his neighbour, but this
was not to be, with dire consequences to his son and
successor. After the exertions of this campaign,
which was carried on during the hottest period of
the year in the Gangetic Valley, Baber went to
recuperate in the more temperate clime of Agra,

—
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where he had created a pleasant residence with
tbaths and gardens. Here in the year 1530, in the
prime of his life—he was only forty-seven—he was
'suddenly seized with a mortal illness and passed
away. In the partition of his vast dominions he
assigned the inheritance of India to his eldest son
\ Humayoun, and of Afghanistan to his second son
| Kamran. For Askari and Hindal, the two younger,
there was nothing specific. Hindal, once a favourite,
was under a cloud at the moment through a failure
in Badakshan.

Baber had conquered the most important part of
India, but he had no time to consolidate the hold
he had secured upon it by a short series of brilliant

‘ campaigns. The question remained open : Was his
achievement to be regarded as ephemeral, or had
he really given India a new permanent Govern-
ment ? [t was for Humayoun to provide the answer.

j Humayoun, the most amiable and not the least

able of the rulers of the family of Timur, might
never have known the bitterness of defeat and
disaster if his brothers had only remained loyal in

their allegiance to him. It is an old saying that a

house divided against itself cannot stand. Huma-
youn is one of the most conspicuous examples in
history of the truth of the apothegm, and of all
such victims he seems to have been the most un-
deserving of such a catastrophe. As a soldier he
| - was not less brave than his father, nor as a skilful

leader, as leading was measured in those days, was
| he lacking in good sense and quickness of apprecia-
| tion of the changes of the battle-field passing under

his eye. If personal qualities were to insure success,

his progress would have been guaranteed as likely to

|
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prove steady and assured. But he could not control
the course of events beyond his view, he could not
cope with the adverse decrees that Fortune reserved
for him. From the Hindus, the natives of the country,

; among whom no spark of patriotism glimmered,
' there was nothing for him to apprehend. But in the

Afghan kings of Bengal and Behar he had to deal
with men of sterner stuff. With his brothers he had
to cope with his own kith and kin, imbued with the
traditions of such a family of conquerors as the
rest of the world had never known. The opening
years of the new reign revealed no disquieting
symptoms, and such encounters as occurred on the
frontiers were generally successful and at all events
unattended by reverses.

But it was not long before a presage of a different
character presented itself. Kamran, not satisfied
with his Afghan heritage, had come down into the
Punjab and established himself at Lahore. Huma-
youn bought a hollow peace by surrendering that
vast province. Hindal for the moment attached his
fortunes to the side of Kamran. Emboldened by
Humayoun’s indulgence, Kamran seized Delhi and
claimed the throne of India. At this juncture a more
serious peril than had yet arisen appeared on the

‘eastern frontier. The Afghan dynasty in Bengal
‘had produced an able ruler in Sher Khan, and it
| was clear that it would need the united power of
all Baber’s sons to bring him to subjection. While
" Kamran was thinking only of his personal glory,

Humayoun realised that the peril with which he
had to cope would involve all of them in a common
overthrow unless it were exorcised by their joint
efforts. He offered his brothers the ‘most ample
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et i

concessions if only they would join him, and at the
same time, to strengthen his arguments, he warned
them that their family quarrels could only have one
result—in the ruin of their father’s work.  He spoke
truly, but the catastrophe was nearer than he
imagined. Sher Khan proposed a pacific conclusion
1 of their strife, but it was only with a sinister object
in view. Humayoun was glad to give his assent
; because it promised to provide an escape from his
‘ most pressing difficulty. If his brothers would not
help him, they were public enemies, and he would
know how to deal with them as soon as he was rid
of Sher Khan.

Sher Khan had proposed peace with the set
purpose of lulling his adversary into a mood of self-
confidence. He had no false brothers in his rear,
and his only thought was to win the war. The lapse
on the part of an experienced soldier like Humayoun
was all the more surprising because at that moment
his camp lay on the wrong side of the Ganges,
which he had not succeeded in bridging. This un-
accountable blunder can only be explained by his
sense of the grave peril in which Kamran’s defec-

‘ tion had placed him. In this position Humayoun
; was taken by surprise, his camp carried by storm,
'. and his army overwhelmed and dispersed. Many of
his best officers and men were drowned in attempting
to cross the river. Humayoun owed his own escape
{' to the fortunate discovery of a boat, and hastened
to Agra, where in this great emergency he still
hoped to enlist Kamran'’s co-operation in a common
cause. Kamran, however, proved obdurate, but,
realising the peril of the moment, gathered his forces
together and quickly retreated to Delhi. Humayoun,

e

e ———
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thus left alone, made a brief stand against Sher
Khan, whose successes were mainly due to the
skill of his general, Himu ; but before the summer
of 1541 was over he was expelled from India and
compelled to seek refuge in Persia. Kamran re-
itained Afghanistan, but refused his brother shelter
'and hospitality. The Turk, or Mogul, Empire had
'thus collapsed within twelve years of its creation by
lits founder, Baber. Was this really to be its end ?
iNo one at the time would have expressed a favour-
able opinion on its chances of resuscitation.

The Moslems from Central Asia had thus been

“expelled from India by other Moslems, chiefly of
' Afghan descent, who had been long established in
| that country. The Hindus had nothing to do with
| it. They were quiet and obedient underneath their
| masters. There is nothing to show that they had
. the slightest inclination to independence. They
| seem never to have acquired that sentiment until
' they were taught the English tongue.

On what were supposed to be the ruins of the
Mogul sway, Sher Shah, adopting the kingly style,
set up a new autocracy. He proclaimed himself
emperor in Delhi and he established himself in Agra.
He was an able administrator as well as a capable
and cunning general. Ferishta describes some of
his reforms which were innovations in Indian ex-
perience. From Bengal to Scinde, a distance of
3,000 miles, he built caravanserais, or rest-houses,
at every stage, and he sank wells at intervals of
two miles. He planted rows of fruit-trees along the
roads to preserve travellers from the scorching heat
of the sun as well as to gratify their taste. Horse
posts were placed at proper distances for forward-
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ing quick intelligence and for the advantage of trade
and correspondence. These postal facilities were
previously unknown in India. Such was the public
security during his reign that travellers and mer-
ychants, throwing down their goods, went, without
fear, to sleep on the highway. Of Sher Shah it has
\been said that he provided Akbar with an example.

The Sher, or Patan, dynasty, produced five
rulers after the death of its leading member. They
were long oblivious of their impending fate, for
beyond the passes Humayoun in these years had
gathered together fresh elements of strength. The

' Shah Tamas of Persia proved a generous host, and
after two years’ stay he agreed to provide the exile
with an army to enable him to recover Afghanistan,
where Kamran still held undisputed sway. Having
made himself master of Candahar, which was placed
temporarily in the hands of the Persians, Humayoun
marched upon Cabul in the summer of 1 545, which
was taken without resistance, for Kamran had made
himself unpopular and was deserted by most of his
followers. Even his brother Hindal now went over
to Humayoun. At Cabul Humayoun had the
pleasure of recovering possession of his infant son
Akbar, born in the desert in 1541 during his flight
from India, and it was reported that, with prophetic
nsight, raising the child in his arms, he exclaimed :
*“Joseph by his envious brethren was cast into a
well, but he was exalted by Providence to the
summit of glory.”’

During seven years the struggle for supremacy in
Afghanistan continued between Humayoun and
Kamran. Three times did the former capture Cabul,

| three times did he lose it. Hindal was slain in one

L&
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of these fraternal encounters, and Kamran fled to
the Indian borderlands, o1lly to be given up by a
chief more sensible of the power of gold than of
the laws of hospitality. Reluctantly Humayoun
assented to the wishes of his omrahs to blind his
formidable rival, and, having obtained permission
to perform the Hej, Kamran eventually died at
Mecca. A turbulent and envious spirit thus passed
to its rest. Humayoun had at last settled accounts
with his brothers, who, as he correctly informed the
Persian ruler when his guest at Isfahan, had been
the cause of his overthrow in Hindustan ; but this

_triumph was very far short of revealing any likeli-
' hood of the recovery of India. We do not know
' whether Humayoun was at that moment very hope-

ful or even desirous of such a recovery. But such

| thoughts were revived by the tidings from India.

~ The Sher dynasty was in a state of rapid decline,
turbulence swayed the realm, brother warred with

| brother.{}lt seemed to many of the Indian Moslems

that the teturn of Humayoun might be their salva-
tion, so they sent him promises of aid and the
assurance of their welcome. Humayoun was dubious
and he sent three messengers independently to
ascertain and report on the lay of the land. Each
reported having met and talked with travellers of
auspicious names. One was named Dowlut, another
Murad, and the third Saadat. Those names in their
order signify Fortune, Desire, and Happiness. The
auspices were deemed propitious, and Humayoun

" accepted the invitation. Thirty years after his father
. first crossed the Indus he followed in his traces. He

had no more than 15,000 chosen horsemen, but by
his side were his great general, Bairam, and his son
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Akbar;, young but eager of spirit, framed in the
same mould as his famous grandfather. The star
of the Moguls was once more in the ascendant.

Humayoun’s progress was even more rapid than
his father’s had been. Lahore surrendered without
a blow. A battle followed near Paniput, in which
the Afghan power fell for ever, and Humayoun was
proclaimed emperor for a second time in Delhi. His
tenure of power was brief, as Fate cut the string of
its enjoyment. While engaged in prayer he slipped
down the staircase of a lofty terrace in the palace
and died from the shock. He was only fifty-one,
and few men have ever seen such trials and’ tribu-
lations. Ferishta well summed up his character :
** The mildness and benevolence of Humayoun was
excessive, if there can be any excess in virtues so
noble as these. His affection to his brothers proved
the source of all his misfortunes, but they rewarded
him with ingratitude and contempt. He was learned,
a lover of literature, and the generous patron of men
of genius who flourished in his time. In battle he
was valiant and enterprising, but the clemency of
his disposition hindered him from using his victories
in a manner which suited the vices of his time. Had
he been less mild and religious, he would have been
a more successful prince. Had he been a worse
man, he would have been a greater monarch.”’

At the time of his father’s death in 1555, Akbar
was nearly fourteen years of age, but, young as he
was, he had already given proof of his powers and
shown himself worthy of the throne. Humayoun’s
death revived the hopes of the King of Bengal,
and these were strengthened when his general,
Himu, captured Agra, nor did his success stop

2
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there, for he occupied Delhi shortly afterwards. In
this emergency Akbar placed all his confidence in
Bairam Khan, who was acting as regent. In this
he was justified by the event, for Bairam advanced
to meet Himu, whom he found drawn up on the
memorable field of Paniput. Himu, like Pyrrhus,
trusted to his elephants, 3,000 in number, but, as
at Beneventum, they were startled and stampeded,
carrying confusion amidst the ranks of their own
side instead of the foe. Himu, badly wounded, was
taken prisoner and brought before Akbar, who
would have spared him, but the more resolute
Bairam drew his sword and cut off his head at a
stroke, exclaiming to Akbar that the ill-timed
clemency of his family in the past had been the
cause of all their misfortunes. Notwithstanding this
and many other signal services, Bairam fell into
discredit. He was of too masterful a character to
preserve for any length of time the confidence of a
prince who felt capable of ruling the empire by and
for himself. When Akbar was in his eighteenth year
he dismissed Bairam from all his offices, and advised
him, in the form of command, to undertake the
pilgrimage to Mecca, to which he assented. But
lon his way he was assassinated by an Afghan chief
Iwhose father he had slain with his own hand at
|Paniput. Such was the ignominious end of the
mighty Bairam, the most famous and the most
powerful of all the omrahs who served the house
of Timur.

It is unnecessary to describe the course of

! Akbar’s reign. During thirty years he was

engaged in unceasing campaigns with the object
of establishing the power and authority of his
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family in India on a stable footing. He com-
' pletely subdued Bengal, Gujerat, Central India,
and Kashmir, and among the rulers of the Dec-
can he reduced Bijapur, the most powerful of
those Moslem States, to the position of a vassal.
He thus completed the task begun by Baber, and

for which Humayoun was deprived of the means by
'his misfortunes, the greatest of which was his

brothers’ treachery. Of him Ferishta has written
without exaggeration :

““ Mahommed Akbar was a prince endowed with
many shining virtues. His generosity was great and
his clemency without bounds ; this latter virtue he
often carried beyond the bounds of prudence, and
in many instances passed the limits of that justice
which he owed to the State; but his daring spirit
made this noble error seem to proceed from a
generous disposition and not from an effeminate
weakness of mind. His character as a warrior was
rather that of an intrepid partisan than of a great
general ; he exposed his person with unpardonable
rashness, and often attempted capital points without
using that power which, at the time, he possessed.
But fortune and a daring soul supplied the place of
conduct in Akbar; he brought about at once by
desperate means what calm caution would take much
time to accomplish. This circumstance spread the
tertor of the name of this son of true glory so wide
that Hindustan, ever subject to the convulsion of
rebellion, became settled and calm in his presence.
He raised a wall of disciplined valour (soldiers)
against the powers of the North, and by his own
activity inspired his omrahs with enterprise.

““ He loved glory to excess, and thirsted after a
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reputation for personal valour ; he encouraged learn-
ing with the bounty of kings, and delighted in history
which is, in truth, the school of sovereigns. As his
warm and active disposition prompted him to per-
form actions worthy of the divine pen of the poet,
so he was particularly fond of heroic compositions in
verse. In short, the faults of Akbar were virtues
carried to extremes, and if he sometimes did things
beneath the dignity of a great king he never did
anything unworthy of a good man.”’

There was another side of Akbar’s work to which
Ferishta does not refer, and that will come under
consideration in the next chapter. It relates to the
art of government. The Mogul conquest of India
may be considered as completed and assured by
Akbar during a reign of over fifty years. With the
exception of the brief expeditions he undertook
against some of the princes of Rajputana, his wars

‘were waged against his-co-religionists. It was over

Moslems that he triumphed, just as his grandfather
Baber had done. The Hindus were incapable of
resistance. They never manifested any signs of

' claiming that independence which’ their modern re-
 presentatives so loudly clamour for to-day. They

accepted their fate passively; they could not do
otherwise, for arms and they were strangers. Is
there any reason to suppose that the descendants of
the men who would not defend their homes against
Baber and Akbar are to-day of better mettle? If
Hinduism has no worthier representatives than the
loud-voiced and quarrelsome Bengalis, then an un-
hesitating answer would have to be given in the
negative. Of course there are some Hindus—such
as the Sikhs and the Marathas, both minorities—
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with whom the first Mogul conquerors never came
in contact that may be classed of superior quality
and entitled under every aspect to respect, and no
doubt if India ever comes again to be subdivided,
as was her usual lot before the Mogul arrived, they

'would be entitled to obtain their share in a general
partition. But it would not be in any India that pre-
served its unity. In default of British control, re-
'signed in weariness or disgust, that unity could only

be revived and sustained by the Moslems recruited,

' as they would be, by their kinsmen and co-religion-

ists from the regions beyond the north-west frontier.
It is the appreciation of these facts, which do not

seem to be understood by English politicians, and

the consciousness of their own worth and dignity
that make the Moslems of India so tenacious of their

rights, so resentful of their attempted infraction by

races for whom, in the historical sense, they can only
feel contempt and derision. To tell them that the
Hindus are to be the future masters of India m-
spires them with wonder as to the mental calibre of
the persons who can credit such fairy-tales. Not
only are the Moslems fully conscious of their innate
power, but the Hindus have not been so completely
imbued with the indulgence of their newly developed
megalomania as to be unaware of it, or to persuade
themselves that a purely numerical total has ever
sufficed to support a sway. If so, lions would have
no chance among sheep. It is the sense of this
inferiority—for it is nothing else—that makes the
Hindus so clamorous and energetic in urging the
British public, and the leaders of that public, to sup-
press and humiliate the Moslems and to regard them-
selves as the sole spokesmen of India. By this
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| proceeding they hope, through British agency, to so
|depress and humiliate the Moslems that they may
|sink into a condition of such hopeless political in-
feriority that they will thus leave their detractors
land enemies in a state of unassailable superiority.
|There was a time when the Mahomedans of India
were somewhat indifferent to the educational re-
guirements of modern life and clung too tenaciously
to the customs of the past, but that mood has passed
never to return. It is now fully realised that to hold
ne’s own in a world of keen competition, not con-
fined to any single race or country, it is necessary
o be abreast of the age, and to remember that en-
{ightenment and intelligence will carry the palm.
The Moslems of India may have some leeway to
make up, but their interest and understanding are
thoroughly aroused. They are resolved to play their
part under the new conditions not less thoroughly
and successfully than their ancestors did under the
'ﬂd, and they will not cede their rights to any who
may choose to assail them in the belief that they are
still slumbering.
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CHAPTER I
THE MOGUL GOVERNMENT

Lest it be concluded from what precedes that
the Mogul rulers were only conquerors and des-
troyers, some account must be given of the regular
and efficient government they set up in India. Even
the formidable Timur had organised an admirable
administration, and based his authority on the
soundest maxims of public equity. He did not apply
them during his brief raid into India, but there is
| no reason to doubt that his own subjects in his natal
? kingdom of Samarcand were ruled with justice and
| lenity. Moreover, his conduct in his own dominion
was always held up as their model by his descend-
\ ants, Baber and Akbar. Their inspiring ideal was
| to give practical effect to Timur’s institutes. Long
before such necessaries were thought of or provided
in India, Timur had established along the great
routes of his empire rest-houses and wells for the
use of travellers, and his postal service was remark-
| able above all his contemporaries for the rapidity
| with which intelligence was conveyed from the limits
of his possessions to the capital. His precepts for
the taxing of the people and the collection of the
revenues were excellent, and there is no doubt that
so far as his own subjects were concerned, they were
faithfully observed. He wrote :
‘T ordered that on no account should more than
the established taxes and duties be demanded. In
every province I appointed two supervisors—one of

23
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them to control the collections and watch over the
interests of the inhabitants that they might not be
impoverished, and that those in authority over them
might not ill-treat or oppress them ; and the other to
keep a register of the public expenses and distribute
the revenues so as to meet the pay of the soldiers. I
also ordered that the collection of the taxes might,
when necessary, be enforced by menaces and threats,
but never by whips and scourges, for the governor l
whose authority requires to be supported by the 1
scourge is unworthy to govern. Above all, the taxes
must not be collected in such a manner as might be
productive of ruin to the subject or of depopulation |
to the country.” l
Timur made no attempt to apply these principles 1
to India, which he regarded as an infidel State, but
his descendants, when they came to fill its throne,
did. Baber having decided on establishing his rule
in India, which he did by fixing his capital so far
within the country as Agra, enjomed his officers and
| governors to act with moderation towards the in-
| habitants of the country, and he set his face against
\any discrimination in favour of his own people. This
step was, perhaps, the easier of adoption because his
opponents were not the natives, hut other Moslems
who had previously established themselves in the
land by force of arms. But Baber had no time to
enforce his precepts or to establish a stable adminis-
tration. His conquest of India was not completed,
and he had had no opportunity of exchanging the
rdle of a stern conqueror for that of a beneficent
ruler when he died. Humayoun was imbued with
his father’s views, and by character he was even
more disposed to lenience, but his troubles and mis-
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fortunes left him no leisure for the creation of a
necessarily complicated administration. During the
prime of his life he was not even a conqueror, but
a fugitive, and when he returned to India on the
crest of a victorious movement, which was to place
the Moguls permanently on the throne of Delhi, an
ill-timed accident ended his life, leaving this task to
be accomplished by others. The following estimate
of his character by a contemporary Moslem historian,
Nizam-ud-din-Ahmad, will show that Humayoun
was well equipped by character and training to prove
himself a beneficent ruler :
““ Humayoun reigned for more than twenty-five
years. His angelic character was adorned with every
! manly virtue, and in courage he excelled all the
| princes of the time. All the wealth of Hindustan
would not have sufficed to have maintained his
generosity. In the sciences of astrology and mathe-
matics he was unrivalled. He made good verses,
and all the learned and great and good of the time
were admitted to his society and passed the night
, in his company. The light of favour shone on men
1 of worth and ability during his reign. He was devout
‘ and ceremonious in all religious observances. His
| fortitude was revealed most clearly in the days of
' tribulation.’’

When Akbar took up the task of providing India
with a regular and efficient government, he had
behind him the exhortations of his grandfather and
| the example of his father. Their principal object

was to inculcate the practice of moderation and to
show that even a conquered people have to be con-
ciliated. Akbar realised that such a task as he had
to accomplish could not be achieved by himself
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alone. He needed wise counsellors, able adminis-
trators, and devoted servants. That he found them
was due to his perspicuity in judging the worth and
character of men ; that he kept them attached to
his person and cause through a long life must be
attributed to his inspiring influence and example.
They worked together, but the servants worked the
better because none worked harder than the King.
Among these helpmates two stand out in brilliant
pre-eminence—Abul Fazl, the Wazir, and Todar
Mal, the Finance Minister of the Council ; the one
a Moslem from Afghanistan, the other a Hindu from
Bengal, who had served his apprenticeship under
Sher Shah. The composite nature of his Council
shows that Akbar had no intention of forcing the
creed of Mahomed upon his Indian subjects. The
first article in his political programme was to be
religious tolerance. No one was to be molested on
account of his faith.

Abul Fazl laid down the objects of his sovereign’s
policy in the following passage, for although the
Minister put down the words on paper, there is no
doubt that they came from Akbar’s mouth :

““It is generally agreed that the noblest employ-
ments are the reformation of the manners of the
people, the advancement of agriculture, the regula-
tion of the offices, and the discipline of the army ;
and these desirable ends are not to be attained with-
out studying to please the people, joined with good
management of the finances and exact economy in
the expenses of the State, but when these are kept
in view every class of people enjoy prosperity.”’

The basis of the stability of a State and the pros-
perity of a nation can only be discovered in a sound
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system of finance. The revenue must be derived
from a just share in the results of the agriculture,
commerce, and mineral or vegetable products of the
country. It should represent the surplus over and
above the needs of the community that may pro-
perly fall to the share of the Government for the
maintenance of the security of the kingdom. If the
revenue exceeds that legitimate share, it follows that
the community must suffer through the abstraction
of some part of its required sustenance. On the
other hand, the Government must not be defrauded
of its dues, for otherwise the Commonwealth will
pass into a state of embarrassment which must be
followed by decay and dissolution.

As in most countries, the land and its effective
cultivation provides, and has always provided in
India, the main source of the public revenue. The
first part of the problem to be solved is to fix on a
just measure for the State’s share. We do not know
how or why the great conqueror Timur fixed upon
one-third of the gross produce from the land as the
fair share of the Government, but at all events he
did so, and this decision was carried on as a tradition
by his descendants after they had established their
sway in India. But the proper application of this
percentage bristled with difficulties and left the door
open to many abuses. The returns of the harvests
continually varied through natural causes; the
collectors of revenue would expect, if they did not
exact, fixed amounts in accordance with the previous
totals, and if they were not forthcoming it neces-
sarily followed that the public revenue would often
be in serious deficit, and the collectors themselves
liable to be called to account to explain the falling
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off in the returns. The collectors, desiring to avert
unpleasant consequences to themselves, resorted to
what seemed to them the easiest way out of their
difficulty. They made up the deficit by requiring a
higher share than allowed on the statute. Akbar
was fully alive to the fact that, however perfect his
edicts might read on paper, their excellence could
be only established in practice, and that provision
had to be made against the occurrence of corruption
and other abuses of authority.

With that end in view, he ordered a careful survey
of the land to be made in each of the fifteen subas,
or governorships, into which he divided India. The
surveys completed, the productiveness of the land
was thoroughly examined and the values of the
respective harvests officially recorded. On these
returns the quotas due to the State in respect of
land duty were estimated. Authorities differ widely
in their statements as to Akbar’s total annual
revenue, but the most moderate place that from
land alone at 25,000,000 sterling. Before his
time the collectors of revenue had been allowed to
pay themselves out of the produce of the harvests.
This pernicious practice was abolished, the collectors
receiving fixed salaries from the State. The hus-
bandmen were spared illicit or excessive exactions,
and the officials were kept in proper subjection to
the Government represented by the subadar in
each province. Akbar took into consideration the
distress caused by failure of the crops. In such
circumstances he decreed that taxes were to be
reduced or, in extreme cases, remitted. His orders
to revenue collectors were probably unique in the
records of official instructions :




e ———————

THE MOGUL GOVERNMENT 29

““ The collector must consider himself the imme-
diate friend of the taxpayer ; he must not require
the intervention of any intermediary ; his relations
with his clients must be personal ; he is to assist the
embarrassed cultivator with loans of money, and
to be willing to receive payments due to him at
deferred and convenient intervals. He may also
reward skilful management shown in the develop-
ment and improvement of the lands. His demands
for taxes are never to exceed the amounts agreed
upon, and new vexatious levies of any kind are
prohibited. He should never forget that the proper
way of collecting taxes is to do so by kindness and
consideration.”” The spirit of Akbar’s instructions

\ might be passed on to Somerset House as an in-

' spiring stimulation with some such heading as ““The

| Tax Collector the Taxpayer’s Friend.” ;

; These were not idle sermons on a standard of
perfection. They were definite orders, and as long

l as Akbar lived they had to be obeyed. Even for a

| century after his death they remained more or less
in force. If his principles were remarkable for their
humanity in regard to taxation, they were not less
distinguished for indulgence and enlightenment in
the dispensation of justice. Akbar was, perhaps,
the first ruler over a great empire to realise, and to
show by acts that he realised, that authority must
be based on law, and that law itself only existed by
the merit of even-handed justice. The laws have to
be good and sound in themselves, and then those
who enforce them have to be beyond price or sus-
picion. Akbar’s orders to the judges (kazis) were
explicit : “* They were to be impartial, they were to
be free of the slightest taint of corruption, and

R, ,
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they were to make a clear distinction between the
oppressed and the oppressor. They were, before
everything, to prevent their courts being made an
instrument of tyranny by the powerful over the
poor.”’ The exhortation to the subadars, who were
in authority over the kazis, and who possessed the
exclusive control of capital offences, was of the same
character. They were to see that those who applied
for justice should not be subjected to any long delay
in obtaining a hearing, and, above all, they were
not to take away life except after careful considera-
tion of all the circumstances.

There was another official called the kotwal, who
was in the closest contact of all with the mass of
the community. In the villages he was the head
man and general consultant. For those who were
without work he had to take steps to provide it ;
those who were ignorant of any trade, he had to
arrange for their instruction, idleness, in the
Emperor’s opinion, being the root of all evil. He
was to set an example to his neighbours by his
honesty and rectitude of conduct. He had to attend
to the sobriety of the district by prohibiting the
drinking of spirituous liquors in public, but he was
to make no attempt to discover what men did in
private, a concession which might be submitted for .
the consideration of legislators in the United States
at the present time.

Akbar patronised trade and industry not less than
he promoted the cultivation of the land. One of his
first decrees was to reduce the State tax on manu-
factured articles by one-half—from 10 to 5 per
cent. He realised that trade can only be carried
on by means of a standard coin of fixed value. He
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created a mint and gave great attention to estab-
lishing a true standard of measurement. He fully
appreciated the significance of the term ““intrinsic
value,”’ and he patronised alchemy to attain in the
laboratory the fineness and purity of metals, and he
gave his own personal attention to the mixture of
suitable alloys. Finally, he knew that to pass
current a coin must be convenient to handle and not
too bulky for the pocket or the purse, and that it is
an extra attraction to give it an artistic form. In
his reign the ornamentation was confined to a scroll
or legend.

In the social customs of India Akbar found much

iof which he disapproved. He was opposed to

polygamy for the mass of the people. He thought
one wife was sufficient for men in the ordinary walks
of life. He explained his own harem, or, rather,
got Abul Fazl to justify it, on the ground of political
expediency. It was explained that he was thus
enabled to establish alliances abroad and still more
usefully at home with some of the major ruling
princes of India. His marriage with the Princess
of Jodhpore, the mother of his successor, Jehangir,
is a memorable event, for at the same time that he
gained a Rajput bride he secured the services of

‘her brother, the famous soldier, Raja Maun Sing.

!
{

But outside the royal circle he supported monogamy.
He was still more opposed to the practice of infantile
marriage which prevailed and still prevails among
the Hindus. He declared that, in his opinion, ‘‘ the
consent of both bride and bridegroom,’’ as well as
the permission of the parents, was an indispensable

~ condition prior to marriage, but it does not appear

certain that his order ever had the binding force of
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law. The greatest reformers generally meet with
some obstacle that cannot be overcome or removed
in their generation. Akbar was more successful in
reducing the practice of sati—the immolation of
widows on their husbands’ biers—by making the
woman’s consent an indispensable condition. There
appears no reason to doubt that he often attended
the funerals in disguise to see that his orders were
obeyed. This was nearly 300 years before Lord
William Bentinck passed the law abolishing this
barbarous heathen custom.

There was another side of Akbar’s character that
invites consideration, more especially as it related
to his political actions in establishing Mogul
authority in India. In this matter he had to pro-
ceed on his own initiative, for his predecessors had
provided no formula for him in regard to religious
toleration. When Timur invaded India he justified
his step by declaring that he was making war on
the infidel. There was no indication in the language
' or deeds of Baber and Humayoun that they intended
placing Hindus on a level in religious rights and
privileges with Moslems. Experience might have
generated such a sentiment, but the circumstances
did not allow of their making any attempt to practise
it. When Akbar took his place on the throne of
Delhi he had certainly no definitely formed opinion
in the matter. He had been brought up in a strict
school, and his guide and guardian, Bairam, was
a Moslem zealot. Moreover, political uncertainties
rendered the situation obscure. The conquest of
| India had recommenced, but no one could feel sure
' how it would proceed. The religion of the Hindus
was not a burning subject for the Moslems until

\
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they had been turned into subjects. It was only
after consummation that Akbar began to consider
seriously what policy he should follow in regard to
the Hindu masses, who so completely outnumbered
not only his own small band, but the other Moslem
princes and peoples whom he had gathered up under
the mantle of his authority. It was clear to him at
a glance that wholesale proselytism by force of arms
was out of the question. It would have been re-
pugnant to his disposition to have attempted it even
if his political judgment had allowed him to entertain
the idea.. A clear indication of his views and inten-
tions was afforded when he dismissed Bairam
Khan, the champion of extreme measures, from his
Council.

Originally the law of Moslem States was based
simply and solely on the Koran, and obviously it
could not be applied in either theory or practice to
non-Moslems. This was particularly the case in
India, where Hindus. had their own system of laws
based on the code of Manu. Akbar left the situation
undisturbed. The Moslems had the Shariat; the
Hindus were left under their own laws, on the con-
dition that they were loyal to the State, and did not
harbour treason to the established power. It was a
wise and politic decision because it tabooed religious
persecution. Abul Fazl provided the usual philo-
sophical commentary : ‘‘Religious persecution,
after all, defeats its own ends; it obliges men to
conceal their opinions, but produces no change in
them.”” There is no reason to doubt that Akbar’s
toleration of his Hindu subjects’ religious views and
practices was based on the sound political conclusion
that, their wholesale conversion being impossible,

3
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the only alternative was to attempt no interference
and to leave them strictly alone and undisturbed,
not only in their religious observances, but in their
own laws, so long as they did not imperil the safety
of the country and the peace of the realm. To
Akbar belongs the credit of initiating the jpolicy of
religious tolerance which was continued by the
British when the supreme authority passed into
their hands. Has not Tennyson recorded this fact
in the words : ‘‘ Akbar’s tolerance of religion and his

. abhorrence of religious persecution put his con-

temporaries, our Tudors, to shame’’?

From a purely spectacular point of view there is
no doubt that the Mogul rulers erected a magnificent
edifice of imperial power fully justifying their desig-
nation of the Great. Several English ambassadors,
many European travellers and residents, French and
Italian as well as English, testified to the splendour
of their Court, far eclipsing anything in the West
in respect of brilliance and luxury. Sir Thomas Roe
has given a most vivid and interesting sketch of the
Court of Akbar’s son, Jehangir. Bernier and others
have shown that his successor, Shah Jehan, sus-
tained its lustre and brilliance undiminished. Every-
thing was carried out on a large scale. The moving
camps of the Emperor on circuit were large cities
of canvas and silk with a circumference often of
twenty miles, and accommodating as many
thousands of inhabitants. The Emperor was
accompanied by the ladies of the palace, and the
courtier who was absent from these progresses
esteemed himself unfortunate, for these were the
occasions when the imperial power found its largest
and most generous expression. The time was passed
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in hunting and feasting. Even the ladies accom-
panied their lords, for it is recorded that the great
Empress Nur Mahal shot a tiger from the Emperor’s
howda. The feasting was on colossal proportions,
and the expenditure on a State banquet sometimes
exceeded £150,000, or fifteen lakhs of rupees. If
there was one thing that impressed the foreigners
more than another it was the quantity and variety
) of precious stones displayed on the Emperor’s
person and those whom he delighted to favour. But
woe betide the thoughtless guest who chose a ruby,
for that was the imperial monopoly, and it had to
pay forfeit.
| _Sir Thomas Roe’s description will bring the scene
. vividly before the reader and show that what has
[ been said is free from exaggeration: ‘‘ At one of
my audiences I had a glimpse of his two principal
wives. If there had been no other light their
diamonds and pearls would have sufficed to show
them. Then the King came down the stairs with
such an acclamation of ‘Health to the King’ as
would have outroared cannon. Then one of his
servants came and girt on the King’s sword, and
hung on his buckler set all over with diamonds and
rubies, the belts being of gold suitable. On his
head he wore a rich turban with a plume of heron’s
feathers, not many but long. On one side of his
turban hung a ruby, unset, as big as a walnut ; on the
other side a diamond as large ; in the middle an
emerald, like a heart, much bigger. His staff was
wound about with a chain of great pearls, rubies,
2 and diamonds drilled. Abouf his neck he wore a
chain of most excellent pearls, the largest I ever
saw. Above his elbows armlets set with diamonds,
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and on his wrist three rows of various sorts, his
hands bare, but on almost every fingér a ring.”’

Another Frenchman, Tavernier, the jeweller, was
employed in the royal treasure house. He described
the famous Peacock Throne which was valued at
twelve millions sterling. One of its rubies was of
immense size and bore the name of ‘‘ The Tribute of
the World.”” The royal treasure house overflowed
with jewels and gold and silver. He wrote :

““In the course of years many valuable gems had
come into the imperial jewel house, each one of
which might serve as an eardrop for Venus. These
were given to the chief goldsmith to make the
famous throne. Its canopy was literally covered
with gems, and was supported by twelve columns
set with pearls. On the top of the canopy was a
peacock with extended tail thick set with gems.
The throne steps are incrusted with precious
stones.”’ This throne remained the wonder of India
until it was carried off by the Persian conqueror,
Nadir Shah, in 1%39.

It must not be supposed that the greatness of the
Mogul dynasty was only displayed in its lavish
and ostentatious pomp. The Mogul emperors were
never unconscious that these things pass away in
human existence and have no trace. They saw the
need of a permanent memorial just as the Pharaohs
had done in Egypt. It was not alien to their origin
that they should find it in mighty buildings. Timur
had set his seal on the shrine of Samarcand. Even
Baber, with no leisure from worldly cares, had built
solid and square the imposing fort at Agra. Huma-
youn had relieved his filial gratitude in the graceful
tomb to Baber outside Cabul, and when Humayoun

e N —
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passed away his son Akbar erected the more stately

mosque and cenotaph to his father that lies beyond

the walls of Delhi. The custom extended more

rapidly under the patronage and example of his two

successors Jehangir and Shah Jehan.

Once upon a time there had been great builders

, among the earlier rulers of India, but their works

:§ had long disappeared, and remained only in a ruined

J state when the Moslems began to establish them-

selves in India. It seemed to the newcomers that

the land was barren in monuments of architectural

beauty or usefulness. There were no bridges, no

aqueducts, no causeways. Such temples as had

| existed of Buddhist or Brahmanist faith and activity

] were concealed in caves or jungles. It was no

,‘ one’s business to search for them. The science of

archaology had not been invented. Even if it had

been it might not have stirred them to action. Let

the past bury its dead, why resuscitate the dis-

appearing emblems of ignorance and barbarism ?

The Moguls had begun a new era ; in commemora-

tion of that era they wished to leave some

memorials that would defy the progress of time and

‘ the malignity of man. Can it be disputed that they
: provided such a memorial in the Taj Mabhal ?

Akbar must not be denied the credit of having

originated the movement, although he made what

might be termed a bad selection. He thought the

P foundation of a new capital would contribute most

to the preservation of his fame, and if he had only

taken into account human needs as well as archi-

tectural designs Futtehpore Sikri might have per-

manently superseded Agra. But the erection of

. palaces and council halls is not sufficient to provide

. o
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for the wants of a community ; their inclusion behind
lofty walls and imposing gateways falls far short of
the essentials of a great city. There was no
adequate supply of water, the frequented routes
lay remote, and so Futtehpore Sikri never emerged
from the stage of an infant prodigy among new
capitals. After efforts covering eighteen years it
was abandoned to pass into the ruined state in
which it may be said still to survive.

The reign of Shah Jehan marked the acme of
excellence in the art of architecture during the
Mogul period. He was the richest of the Moguls ;
in his time the revenue reached its highest point. As
far as a great empire can ever be said to be at peace
that was the halcyon period under the fifth of the
Moguls. Moreover, he had a great ideal in his
devotion to his beautiful wife, Mumtaz i Mahal.
Among the famous monuments of his reign was the
Pearl Mosque at Agra, which has been styled by a
Christian author ‘‘the purest and loveliest house
of prayer in the world.”” At Delhi he constructed
the Great Mosque, and the imposing Royal Palace
in which he placed the famous Peacock Throne.
But of all his monuments it was the famous Taj that
will ever be best remembered. It has been described
as ‘‘a dream in marble designed by Titans and
finished by jewellers.”” Tavernier, who had a hand
in its execution, gives the best contemporary
account of its form and erection : ‘* Of all the tombs
which one sees at Agra that of the wife of Shah
Jehan is the most splendid. It is at the east end
of the city by the side of the river, in a great square
surrounded by walls. The square is a kind of
garden divided into compartments like our parterres,
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but in the places where we put gravel there is white
and black marble. I witnessed the commencement
and accomplishment of this great work, on which
they have expended twenty-two years, during which
| twenty thousand men worked incessantly. Shah
| ]_ehan began to build his own tomb on the other
! side of the river, but the war which he had with his
sons interrupted his plans, and Aurangzeb, who

4 reigns at present, is not disposed to complete it.”’
Aurangzeb was far too busily engaged in his wars
in the Deccan and with the Marathas to find leisure
to cultivate the arts, but he was responsible for the
imposing mosque bearing his name at Benares
which occupies a commanding site immediately
) above the chief bathing ghaut of the Hindus in the
Ganges. Aurangzeb was the sixth in direct descent
of the Great Moguls who ruled in India. As a
military commander and an energetic ruler he was
by no means the least able of them, and if he failed
to measure correctly his own resources and those
of his adversaries, strong in their natural defences
behind the great rivers, Nerbudda and Godavery,
he was the victim of unavoidable causes rather than
‘of his own shortcomings. The true cause of the
.decline and fall of the Moguls was their cutting
ithemselves apart from the races with a common
‘origin. They became Indians, but consequently
‘they ceased to be Turks. A cleavage was effected
with their kith and kin beyond the passes, and thus
the recruited element which had made the armies
of Baber and Humayoun so formidable was elimin-
ated. When the Afghans and Persians again in-
truded in India they saw in the Moguls not long
lost brethren, but irreconcilable foes. It was the
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disastrous inroads of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah
that sapped the strength of the Iater Mogul
Emperors and prepared the way for their downfall
and disappearance. If the two conquerors named
had only come with the intention of fortifying, even
by supersession, the existing Moslem power in
India instead of ruthlessly crippling and destroy-
ing it, there might still have been 2 Moslem dynasty
ruling at Delhi as the successor of the Great Mogul.

Although Hindu writers of to-day would not be
disposed to admit it, the Mogul dynasty exercised
a strong fascination over the minds of their Indian
subjects. Even at the height of their power, when
they had reduced the Shah Alum to the position of
a puppet, the Marathas never failed in their
deference to the occupant of the Delhi throne.
Their greatest chiefs acted in his name and by his
authority, they sought investiture and titular
honours at his hands, and their coins and seals pro-
claimed them to be the servants and subjects of the
Mogul ruler. Even at the present day this fascina-
tion has not completely evaporated. It may not be
generally known that it is still the practice at those
Courts to bestow on dignitaries and officials Moslem
as well as Hindu titles of honour. Even in nationalist
records the Mogul rule in India will not be denied a
conspicuous and honourable place.




CHAPTER III
THE STATISTICAL SIDE OF THE QUESTION

ALTHOUGH subject to the reservations already
made the statistical side of any question has still
its due measure of importance. All that need be
contended for here is that statistics must not stand
alone and left without the essential explanations.
It is not to be obscured, for instance, that the total
population of British India and the Indian States
was returned in the Census of 1921 at 318,942,480
souls, and that of the total 68,735,233 individuals
were Moslems. Under any circumstances it would

‘be rash to class any community of nearly

70,000,000 as a minority ; under those exposed
in the two preceding chapters it would seem
especially hazardous. There are other highly im-
portant communities in India to which the term
would more justly apply, although, for other reasons
than those represented by figures, it would be
deemed unseemly to do so. There is the European
community of 175,737 persons, the Anglo-Indian
numbering 113,000, and the Parsi of little over
100,000. These are minorities, but their weight in
the human scale of India does not rest on mere
figures.

The totals of the Hindu cults require close
analysis. The Census reporter, grouping all shades

. and distinctions under the single head of Brahmanic,
| gives us the imposing total of 216,260,620 ; but
\this has to be subdivided into a great number of

41
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castes, of which he confines himself to enumerating
nearly ninety. Some well-qualified observers have
declared there to be 3,000 castes of one category
or another. The main fact that emerges from this
subdivision is that the Brahmans constitute no more
than 14,250,000 of the grand total. It is also to be
noticed that among these Hindu castes are classes,
totalling not less than 60,000,000, whom the
Brahmans consign to permanent inferiority amount-
ing to nothing less than social ostracism expressed
in the contemptuous term of ‘‘the untouchables.”
It does not appear from observation and experience
that these so-called ‘‘ untouchables,”” or pariahs of
the Indian race, are in any mental or moral sense
inferior to those other members of the Hindu com-
munities who class themselves as the elect. Brah-
manic intolerance based on the desire to maintain
their own autocratic pre-eminence and special class
privileges deliberately assigned them inferior places
in the social system so that they should be retained
in a permanent state of bondage as hewers of wood
‘and drawers of water, and so long as the Brahmans
‘retain their hold over the illiterate classes the un-
‘touchables will never be permitted to emerge from
‘that position by breaking the chains in which they
have allowed themselves to be bound for centuries.
Their redemption can only proceed from them-
' selves, but, at least, they should be assured that
' they can count on the sympathy and love of justice
of the British Government and the hearty co-opera-
' tion of the Moslem community in attaining their
. liberty. The political side of this age-long problem
. must come henceforth more prominently into view,
and if a prophecy might be indulged in it seems not
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\ improbable that the day may come when the

! Moslems, joining hands™ with™ the untouchables,
I will discover that they constitute, not minorities, but
' a clear majority of the Indian nation. Moreover, it
is among the untouchables that Islam should find
‘\ the most promising field of propagandism.
| Enough has been written to show that the so-
| called Hindu majority is very much of a myth. It
) is something like' a snowball ; with a little prodding
it melts. Of course the Brahmans, whose powers
of insinuation and misrepresentation are unrivalled,
and in comparison with whom the Jesuits are but
novices, will appeal to figures and to figures alone.
They serve their argument, they seem to justify
the pre-eminence that prolongs their existence as
the over-lords of India; prince and peasant being
merged in the same subjection. That the prince is
more subjected than the peasant is unquestionable.
He provides the better mark for extortion. The
late Maharaja Scindia once ran down a cow in his
motor-car. He declared that he had been paying
annually for this sin till the end of his days. A priestly
tyranny has ever been the worst to bear no matter
what the nominal dispensation may have been.
Being based on weakness it has had, for its own
self-preservation, to rely mainly on intolerance and
caste exclusiveness. The credulity of the masses
of mankind has provided the counterfoil.
| While the Hindus present on analysis a dis-

cordant and disunited collection of congregations
with no predominant centrical conviction or ideal,
the Moslems form a solid body animated by a single
overmastering conviction in the supremacy of their
. Deity, and guided by the exhortations and admoni-

|
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'tions of the Koran, to which Hindu devotees can

- produce no rival. Islam represents not only a virile

' but a visible religion. Hinduism is more or less of

1 a mystery, of which the Brahmans are alone allowed

! to hold the key. Should the spell ever be broken,

| the cleavage that must follow would be nothing

. short of complete dissolution. The Hindu majority

| rests, then, on insecure foundations, the subsoil may

| repose on a quicksand.

\ It may be retorted that the Moslems are not
themselves united in their own body, because there
are Sunnis and Shias. But between these two divi-
sions there is no fundamental difference in religion,
laws, or political opinion. They accept different
points of view with regard to the Prophet’s im-
mediate successors and interpreters, but, except on |
rare occasions and in special localities—such as
Kerbela—this variance in practice produces no dis-
cordant note of animosity, much less any of those
violent clashes of enmity which have separated the
Maratha from the Jat, and the Jat from the Sikh.
Except on the rare occasions when the political
influence of Persia, the centre of the Shia com-
munity, has intruded within the limits of India, the
two divisions of Islam have lived in harmony and
acted in unison. Even in recent years, during the
period when the wrongful and foolish oppression of
Turkey, mainly through the ignorant prejudice of
American proselytism, stirred the body of Islam to
the heart, Sunni and Shia felt and acted together in
the interest of the great Sunni Empire of the Otto-
mans, which was the embodiment of their political
power and fame. In Islam, so far as its rights and :
needs are involved or expressed, there is not, nor 5
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; has there ever been, any division of opinion or separa-
| tion in action. The solidarity of the Indian Moslems
is intact and impervious to the shafts of the envious.

The solidarity of the Indian Moslems was so
evident and imposing that the Hindu arch-propa-
gandist, Mr. Gandhi, at an early stage of his cam-
paign, resolved to win them over to his cause. He
saw and seized the opportunity when the excitement
and indignation of the Moslems at the wrongs of
Turkey and the humiliation of the Sultan were at
their height, and had found expression in the Khilafat
Movement. Mr. Gandhi showed no small political
instinct when he took over the Moslems’ wrongs and
made them the chief point in his programme. A
Hindu zealot at the head of a Moslem party smart-
ing under the sense of an unmerited injury was a
new departure in Indian politics, and would have
been of the deepest significance if it could enly have
endured. But Mr. Gandhi’s sincerity was soon
shown to be hollow, and the adherence of his
followers to the new arrangement of regarding the
Moslems as equal in brotherhood proved even more
ephemeral. During this period a change, too, was
passing over the minds of Europe. The American
influence diminished, as it was made clear in older
and more experienced States that their representa-
tives had been deciding questions with regard to
which they had no competence. The Old World
; began to see that it must bear its burdens and face
‘ its responsibilities without the intrusion, or, at least,
the direction, of the New. France and Italy re-
volted from the Pan-Hellenism of Lloyd George.
Great Britain held out her hand of reconciliation to
Angora. The Treaty of Sévres was dropped and
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| a new era commenced of which the end cannot be

- foreseen. The Khilafat Movement had attained its
object, not by the boycott of Mr. Gandhi, but by
the growth of a healthier mode of reasoning in
Europe, originating, no doubt, in the stanch con-
sistency of those British friends of Islam who in its

' darkest hour had never wavered in their convictions
or failed in their expression. -

It does not appear that Mr. Gandhi, or any other
Hindu leader, quite realised what had occurred out
of India and how far its repercussion would influence
opinion and give a new shape to movements within

. it. But, without doubt, the glowing example of
. Mustapha Kemal has revived the drooping spirits
. of the Moslem communities and led them to realise
. that their progress depends on their own efforts, and
' not on the hollow and false promises of Hindu in-
| triguers who have all along been seeking to make
them the cat’s-paw of their own designs. A great
| responsibility lies on our Mussulman leaders to point
out the right way in these critical times, and especi-
ally to avoid the pitfalls created by oratorical de-
clamation and to pursue only those ends which are
practical and supported by sound reason. Their
goal must be the preservation of our rights and of
our security as citizens, and that accomplished, our
only thoughts should be towards raising our co-
religionists in the social scale by spreading the gifts
of knowledge and eugenic conditions among all of
them. In those respects it will not be difficult for
the Indian Moslems to set a shining example to those
Hindus who have clung tenaciously to the heathenish
practices of their remote ancestors.
| The Hindus have cast a slur on the Mahomedans
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of India for having been backward in taking up
~what may be called, for the purpose of distinction,
English education ; and, certainly, British officials
were formerly in the habit of explaining the de-
ficiency of posts in the service that were filled by
Mahomedans to their not having adopted and per-
sisted in the acquisition of that form of education
which is necessary to pass the examinations under
the competitive system. This criticism sounded
strangely in the mouths of those who benefited by
what was characterised as Moslem backwardness,
for the fact was patent that the Bengalis, who, while
young, possess an exceptional capacity for cram-
ming, enjoyed an overwhelming majority in the
acquisition of official posts. As long as these sufficed
In number to satisfy their expectations they were
quiescent, but since the supply of candidates, in
annually increasing volume, has far exceeded not
only the vacancies in State service, but also the
openings in what are known as the professions, the
residuum of the unemployed have turned their atten-
tion to politics, and believe themselves to be fully
qualified to perform the task of governing their part
- of the country. They forget that, to govern a State,
much more is required than the ability to fail or even
to succeed in a competitive examination. Character,
Judgment, impartiality, and the sane mind in the
healthy body are more essential than the capacity to
turn out an essay on some historical subject of no
importance if the nation is to be happy, prosperous,
and secure.
The reader must not be deprived of the advantage
of having the statistics relating to education in India
Placed before him or her in a convenient and simple
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form. But it is not necessary to include in the survey
more than the six principal divisions, whese numbers
are to be counted in millions. They are Hindus,
Mahomedans, Buddhists, Animistics, Christians,
and Sikhs. With regard to the Christians, it may
be particularised that these are Indian proselytes,
mainly Roman Catholics, in Southern India, where
Portuguese missionaries began to work in the six-
teenth century. Apart from that episode, Christian
proselytism in India has been very small, and the
British Government has always set its face against
interference with the religions observed in the pen-
insula.

MALES.
Total . i ; Literate
Population. {Deesie. ‘ Gelrate i 3 English.
\
|
Hindus . | 110,808,703 ! 98,114,846 . 12,783,857 | 1,579,388
Mahomedans 35,967,380 | 33,046,931 | 2,920,449 | 306,275
Buddhists 5,716,211 | 2,047,266 | 2,768,945 48,555
Animistic 4,805,422 | 4,826,354 60,068 2,693
Christians 2,456,629 | 1,697,344 759,285 | 277,177
Sikhs .. 1,844,483 | 1,671,204 173,279 21,272
|
FEMALES.
Tolal ; A Liferate
Population. lmate:; ) duiern inEnglish.
Hindus 105,828,980 | 104,372,567 | 1,456,413 68,562
Mahomedans 32,703,357 | 32,461,241 | 242,006 9,078
Buddhists 5,855,024 | 5,291,833 | 563,191 6,578
Animistic .| 4,878,237| 4,872,056 1,181 1
Christians | 2,297,309 1,882,675 | 414,634 138,566
Sikhs ... 1,393,770 | 1,374,522 19,248 655
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If the above figures, taking those for the males
first, are carefully analysed, it will be seen that the
illiterates in the Hindu and Mahomedan