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““The Brahmans who first took to the study
of Persian and Muslim learning in Kashmir
were the Saprus, the fore-fathers of
the caste that produced the late Sir
Mohammad Iqbal whose family embraced
Islam in the days of Aurang Zeb

Alamgir, and migrated to Sialkot”.
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**Iqbal’s family came from Kashmir, hence
he often alludes to the fact that he is
‘A son of Kashmiri Brahmans™ but acquain-
ted with the Wisdom of Rumi and Tabriz”.
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“Asan emotional system of unification it
(Islam) recognises the Worth of the indiv-
idual as such, and rejects bluod relationship

as a basis of human unity”’ (Reconsiruction
of Religions thought in Islam).
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‘Social democray in some suitable form and
consistent with the legal principles of lslam
is not a revolution but a return to the

original purity of Islam.
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The Mu_siim who understands the secrets
of religion,

Dose not rub his forehead before anybody
except God.

If destiny (heaven) does not work accord-
ing to his will,

He makes the destiny (¢arth) work accord-
ing to his will.
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The Godly man is a free person and that
is all,

His country and its constitution are
God given.

He is just in peace and war,

His friendship and enmity are based on the
principle that he does not show undue
favour to anybody nor is afraid of
anyone,

-
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T T R R
Sl Qprcdme g3 0y 2
Mgy wrlaes 2908 3= ds
The secret of religion lies in uttering truth
and eating permissibles,

And concentrating on God in privacy and
in company.

In the way of religion he is firm with the
hardness of a diamond,

Fasten your heart on God and live with
conviction.
ol ol A= LI |
Ll e Gl sl
To respect human is humanity,
Know the place of humans.

1. Kulliyar-e-Igbal, T92.
2. [Thid., 793,
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all to guard yourselves against all sorts of
injustice."!

Again Muslim ethics and moralities as
stated in the Holy Quran embrace the con-
sideration of all those moral excellences known
to any advanced civilization, such as sincerity,
honesty, humility, justice, patience, straight-
forwardness, keeping a promise, chastity,
meekness, politeness. forgiveness, goodness,
courage, veracity, sympathy and other moral
rules of conduct and Igbal has preached all
this, drawing largely from the Hulﬁ Quran and
teachings of. Holy Prophet although' he has not
discussed the issue in a consolidated manner
in any one of his discourses or poems.

The following selections will help in
elucidating his point of view :

LIRSS
Pl g i e
e 1y 5 sl W 1 sl e G
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‘The Godly man does not bother about
worldly status,

He possesses no slave and he is not slave
to anybody.

1. Tr. by Ahmad A. Galwash-in “The Religion of Islam
i, 117.
2. Eullivat-g-fgbal, 659,
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According to Igbal ‘a strong will in a
strong body’ ‘is thz ethical ideal of Islam.
Expounding his theory in an article published
in the Hindustan Review in 1909, he worte :

‘Man is a free responsible being; he is
maker of his destiny, his salvation is his
own business. ere is no mediator
between God and Main. God is the birth-
right of every man. The Quran therefore,
wﬁi!c it looks upon Jesus Christ as the spirit
of God, strongly protests against the
Christain doctrine of Redemption, as well
as the doctrine of an infallible visible head
of the Church —doctrines which proceed
upon the assumption of the insufficiency of
human personality and tend to creale in
man a sense of dependence, which is
regarded by Islam as a force obstructing
the ethical progress of man.™

The moral basis on which Muslim society
is built up may be traced back to the last
address delivered by the Holy Prophet (May
peace be upon him) soon after his farewsll
pilgrimage, in which he sad :

“Let it be well understood that your lives
and property are sacred and inviolable to
each other.  Every one will have the share
of inheritance. The child belongs to his
parents. You have rights over your wives
and they bave rights over you... . Do
not transgress and be faithful to any
trust placed in you. Usury is prohibited
and also vengeance for blood... . I ask you

1. Ighal. M. fslam as a Moral and Peolitical Ideal
ublished in the Hindustan Review, July 1909, pp. 29-
gﬁ and August, pp. 166-71.
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‘By nature this (human being) of clay is
neither angelic nor devli-h. (His) deeds
actually constitute the Heaven and Heil of
(his) life.

He clarifies :

‘The Quran is a book which emphasises
‘deed’ rather than ‘idea’.™

Islam as a Moral ldeal was discussed by

the Allama as early as 1909, when he said :

]

“The highest virtue from the standpoint of
Islam is righteousness, which is defined by
the Quran-in the following manner :

It is not reighteousness that ye turn your
faces in prayers towards east and west, but
righteousness is of him who believeth in
God and the last day and the angels and
the Prophzts, who give the money for
God’s sake unto his kindred and unto
orphans and th: needy and to strangers
and to those who ask and for the redemp-
tion of captives; of those who are comstant
at prayers, and of those who perform their
covenant when they have covenanted and
behave themselves patiently in adversity
and in times of violence.

‘It is therefore evident, that Islam so to
speak. transmutes the moral values of the
ancient world, and declares the preserva-
tion, intensification of human personality,
to the ultimate ground of all ethical
activity’.?

Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thoughts _in
Islam, Prefuce.

2. Sherwani, Latif Ahmad, Speeches, 93,
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‘We must not forget’ says Igbal, ‘that what
15 called science 15 not a single systematic
view of reality, it isa mass of sectional view
of reality — fragments of total experience
which do not seem to fit together ... thus
religion which demands the whole of real-
ity and for this reason occupies a central
place in any synthesis of all the data of
human experience has not reason to be
afraid of any sectional view of reality."

Thus treating this whole of reality within
the domain of religion and talking about
the legends and hisiory mentioned in the Holy
Quran, Igbal says :

‘The object of the Quran in dealing with
these legends is seldom historical; it nearly
always aims at giwving them a wuniver-al
moral (italics are mine) or philosophical
import.”
In other words Igbal admits that the basis
for morality is the Holy Quran.’

Gt Ol (atlss o 59 5

Gl OF W R e
‘If you want to live asa Muslim, you can’t
do 1t without following the Quran’.
This standard of lifeis confined to Muslims.

But generalising it for the wnole humamty, he
also asserts :'.

W e ¥ S g (o S o Jes
e GV W e Gy W gelald S W

1. " Iqbal, Sir Mohammad *The Reconstruction of Religious
Thoughts in Isfam®. 1835,
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and have our being. To us it is above every
thin? else, as England is above all to the
Englishmen and ‘Dewtsche’ and ‘uber alles®
to the German'.

This and many other declarations of the
same pattern made by Igbal on numerous
occasions show inwhat high esteem he held the
religion of lIslam. But what was his concept
of religion ? *Religion® says Igbal, which is
essentially a mode of hiving is the only serious
way of handling Reality®.

He explains :

‘Religion holds out the prospect of nothing
less than a direct vision of reality. Science
grasps reality in piecemeal. Religion grasps
it in its wholeness. One: fixes 1ts gaze on
the eternal and the other on the temporal
aspects of reality®.

He adds :

“The truth is that the religious and scienti-
fic processes, though involviog different
methods, are indenucal in their final aim.
Both aim at reaching the most real, in fact,
religion 1s far more anxious to reach the
ultimately real than science.!

V. Pandit Harikishan -Kaul, Census of India, 1911,

Punjab Report part 1, page 162-4, and Sherwani,

Latif Ahmad, Speeches writings and statements of
fgbal, 105,

Igbal, Sir Mohammad, The Reconstruction of Religions
Thoughts in Isldm, 114.

Ihid., 2.

4. Igbal, Sir Mohammad ‘The Reconstruction of Religious
Theughts in Islam®, 1835, \ "

I
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[gbal on the Concept of
Religion and Morality

Islam was the religion of Iqbal. While he
never referred to any religion in an uncompli-
mentary manner, yet he fervently believed in
Islam and drew upon it for his inspirations,
including morality. At least he twice mention-
ed unequivocally about his religious beliefs

saying :
Sl (S - Oy U B b U 23 MR G
_;L:'-h'-'- L=lh.n:- = ey Al f-u:- [ L_j'.g.l,.,:l.-u u‘;—j L0

In religious beliefs 1 follow ancestors.
Ideologically in religion and jurisprudence
I am. alzs »e. In practice I follow Iman Abu
Hanifa.!

In an article on Islam as a Moral and Politi-
cal ldeal, by Dr. Sheikh Mohammad Igbal,
published in the Hindusran Review and reprodu-
ced by Pandit Harikishan Kaul in the Cenmus
of India, 1911, Punjab Report, an effort was
made to bring cut the point that :

‘The idea of Islam is, so to speak our etern-
al home or country wherein we live, move,

="

1. Will of Igbal quoted in Faqir Sayyid Vahidud Din's
Ruzgare-e- Fagir, 59,

48
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said *“The unity of my Ummat is the final argu-
ment.”” (lhe Inqilab, June 5, 1931).

July 3, 1931 : Maulavi Daud Ghaznavi
presided at a public meeting in Mochi Gate
gardens to press for the above mentioned In-
qluljiry Commission. Iqbal again addressed
this meeting and pressed for the demends of
Muslims (The Inqilab, July 5, 1931).

Islamic History

June 11, 1932 ¢ The Muslim Institute,
Lahore arranged a public meeting in Mochi
Gate gardens to protest against the decision of
the Punjab University to discontinue the sub-
Ject of Islamic History from the B.A. Syllabus.
Allama Igbal presided at this meeting and
remarked - When 1 visited ltaly I met Prince
Caetani. He is a great admirer of Islamic His-
tory. He has written so many books on Isla-
mic History and has spent so much money that
no Muslim state can even atiord to get all this
translated. He has spent millions to collect
historical material. When | asked him as to
wny he was interested in Islamic History he
replied. *“The study of Islamic History meta-
morphoses women into men”.

Probably this was the last time when
Igbal appeared in public and in Mochi Gate
gardens.
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address of the 30th January. (Preserved in the
Zamindar, Feb. 2. 1927).

December 30, 1927 :  Speaking at a public
meeting held in Mochi Gate gardens, under
the presidentship of Maulavi Fazl Din, Igbal
said : “At the moment Muslims are facing two
problems ; first the attainment of complete in-
dependence and second the communal repre-
sentation. As Muslims have lost hope of
independence, due to the disappointing attitude
of tge majority in the country, they are now
concentrating: on safeguarding their” national
rights. And the progress of Indian Muslims
entirely depends uwpon it.” (The Ingilab,
January 1, 1928).

May 2, 1931 : Dr. Igbal presided at a
public meeting held in Mochi Gate gardens.
In’ his lengthy address he supported separate
electorate for the Muslims and said ¢ Let us
find out in the first instance what is meant by
nationalism. The experiment of nationalism
in Europe has ended in irreligiousness — —You
are all Muslims and this is your correct iden-
tification. (The Ingilab, May 15, 1931.)

May 13, 1931 : Allama Iqbal presided at

a meeting held in Mochi Gate gardens to de-
mand the establishment of an lnquiry Commiss-
ion against Mr. Whittaker, the Imtincipal of
-Maclagan Engineering College, as the Principal
< had maltreated the Muslim students and had
. forced _them: to- leave the institution. In his
.- presidential address he remaiked: You have
.-tried all_sorts of things to ameliorate your
~~troubles.. Now dry just.one device suggesied-hy
Muhammad (May peace be upon him), Who
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States. Maulavi Zafar Ali Khan presided on
the occasion and Igbal expressed resentment
against the attitude of American government,
who were sensitive to the propagation of Islam
because according to them it was a religion
which clashed with the established law of the
country prohibiting polygamy. (Reported by
Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan, who was pre-
sent in the meeting).

Iqbai Contests Legislative Council Seat.

October 11, 1926: In a public speech during
his election campaign for the membership of
Punjab Council, Dr. Igbal said : 1 assure you
[ will never put my personal interests before
the national interests. (Original preserved in
the Zamindar, Oct. 14, 1926).

QOctober 15, 1926 : Malik Muhammad
Husain presided at a meeting held in Mochi
Gate and Dr. Saif ud Din Kichlew supported
Allama lgbal, who addressing the public, said :
This morning a delegation led by Mchr Suba
approached me to request that I should with-
draw in favour of Malik Muhammad Din. |
told him that he could be the representauve of
Mushims, on whom they agree. We should
rise above caste and break its idol like Ibrahim,
I am soon going to launch a social programme
t;{;rzthe youth. (The Zamindar. Ocwober 23,

0).

Januvary 22, 30. 1927. When: Hindu news-
paper, FPrataqp and Milap. started  poisnous
vituperation against Muslims and lslam; after
the murder of Swami Shardhanaued. Dr. Iqbal

resided at two public meetings held 1n Maochi
ate Gardens on the above menuoned dates
and preached for Hindu Muslim unity in his



-4

Iqhal—A Mochi Gate Awami Leader

It cannot be definitely ascertained as to
when Allama Tqgbal appeared as an Awami lea-
der in Mochi Gate Gardens, but some of the
land-marks, gleaned from the contemporary
extant records, are as follows :

February 1, 1911 : In a public meeting
held in Mochi Gate Gardens, to protest against
the cancellation of the pariition of Bengal, Dr.
Sheikh M. Iqbal was voted to the Chair, but
on reaching the dais he proposed the name of
Malik Mubariz Khan Tiwana in his ............
place and requested him to take the chair.
This was agreed toand Mr, Tiwana presided.
Igbal recited a few verses of the first ruku of
the sura a Dahr and inaugurated the proceedings
commenting on the resolution moved by Mau-
lavi Ghulam Mohi ud Din Kusuri, Iqbal ex-
horted the Muslims to stand on their own legs
to achieve ideals preached by Islam (Original
extracts of Igbal’s address published in the
Daily Zamindar, Feb. 4, 6, 1911).

Jawab-e-Shilkva.

1912 : It was in Mochi Gate gardens that
Igbal recited his Jawab e Shikva for the first
time on the insistence of Maulavi Zafar Ali
Khan, who presided on the occision (Reported
by Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan, who was
present in the meetings).

1912 : Igbal presided at a protest meeting
held in Mochi Gate gardens against the refusal
of Uaited States otg America's government to
admit an Ahmadi preacher, Maulavi Taj-ud-
Din Ahmad Mujadedi Nagshbandi, son of fam-
ous Mulla Hunter, to propagate Islam in the
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by a moat and other defences. The ruins of
this wall, which was formerly 30 feet high, can
still. be seen at places near the Circular Road.
which runs a length of nearly four miles in a
circuit round the city. The access to the cit
was gained by thirteen gateways, out of whic
one is known as Mochi Gate. The name is a
corruption of Moti, a pearl. It was named
after Moti Bam, an officer of Akbar, who re-
sided here at that time, and, according to
others was put here on duly as on officer to
guard the gateway. On the entrance to the
gateway two- domes were also built, - pro-
bably to lodge the guards. The city wall
of Akbar was fast falling into decay, when
Ranjit Singh to a great extent rebuilt them, in
1812, and surrounded it with a deep broad ditch
mote faced with bricks and ‘the earth thrown
inwards, so0 23 to form a wide rampart with
bastions of great sirength ‘at intervals.

Sometimes after 1849, when the British
occupied the city, the gateway, along with its
towering domes, were pulled down. The city
wall was also reduced to 15 feet’s height for
sanitary purposes.

Lahore Municipality.

The constitution of the Municipal Com-
mittee sanctioned for Lahore was published in
Matification No. 704, dated Apnl 2, 1862.
The first annual report of this Committee,
submitted to the government in Urdu in 1863,
shows that Rs4,387 were expended on filling
up the city ditch and converting part of it_into
a garden to be irngated by a branch of Bari
Doab Canal. Thus the Mochi Gate Gardens
came into being in 1863-64.



Igbal in Mochi Gate Gardens

Like all other famous men of his time
Igbai used Muchi Gate Gardens, in Lahore, as
a venue of his public addresses. These gardens
the well-known amphitheatre of Mushim poli-
tical, social and culwural gatherings, assumed
listorical importance in the early twenticth
Century of Christian era, and continue to enjoy
popularity till the writing of these lines.

Mochi Gate

Lahore formerly covered a far larger area
than it does at present. It is apparent from the
extent of the ruins of old buildings. Some
local authorities, however, are of the opinion
that at no one time was the vast extent, which
the remains indicate, covered by an inhabued
city. But that the inhabited area has greatly
shrunk is evident from the fact that of 36
guzars or quarters into which Lahore is known
to have been divided during Akbar's time (1556
1605 A.D.), only ¥ are included within the area
of the walled city, and only a few others now
exist with their old names,

Akbar, during his residence at Lahore
(1584 to 1598 A.D.), besides constructing nu-
merous guarters, streets, and bazars, and a fort
also built wall of considerable height and
strength Lo enclose the eity. It was fortified

42
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The time has come when, instead of quib-
bling on the words of ‘social democracy’ (with-
out capital & and d) and ‘Islamic socialism’
(without capital s), we should apply our minds
to exploiting the limitless possibilities of evoly-
ing an ideal social struciure in Pakistan as
advocated by Igbal and Jinnah.

(The Pakistan Times, April 21, 1973)
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equalisation of taxation involvin% the imposi-
tion of additional taxes on large land-owners,

Again it was the same sentiment which
prompted the Quaid-i Azam 10 address the
Pakistan Government officers at Karachi on
October 11, 1947, when, discussing the econo-
mic pattern of Pakistan, he remarked : *““the
idea was that we should have a State in which
we could develop according to our own light
and culture and where principles of Islamic
social justice could find free play.”

He elaborated the same idea when, in a
spesch at a public reception at Chittagong on
March 26, 1948, he expressed his view regarding
the social and economic content of freedom in
Pakistan, by saying : *““You are only voicin
my sentiment and the sentiments of millions o
Mussalmans whea you say that Pakistan should
be based on'sure foundations of social justice
and Islamic socialism, which emphasis equality
and brotherhood of man, Similarly you are
voicing my thoughts in asking and in aspiring
for equal opportunities for all. These targets
of progress are not controversial in Pakistan, for
we demanded Pakistan, we struggled tor it, we
achieved it so that physically as well as spiritu-
ally we are free to conduct ouraffairs according
to our traditions and genius. Brotherhood,
equality and fraternity of man—ihese are the
basic points of our religion, culture and civilisa.
tion. And we fought for Pakistan because
there was a danger of denial of these human
rights in this sub-contineat. We aspired for
these great ideals because of centuries of dual
domination by the foreign rulers and by a caste-
ridden social system."’
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elections on the issue of Pakistan, the leader-
ship sought assistance of tha 'mullas’, *pirs’ and
other religious leaders. All persons opposed
to. the League were described by them as ene-
mies of Islam, because it was widely propagated
that Pakistan would be an Islamic State graw-
ing its inspiration and guidance from the Quran
and the traditions of the Holy Prophet (may
peace be upon him}.

Letter to Quaid

But earlier than this a small group of
Muslim intellectuals, who weare concerned
about the future social and political setup of
Pakistan, was thinking on the right lines. Igbal
being the leader of the contemporary thought,
had suegested very vividly in a latter to Quaid-
i-Azam written in 1938 that social democracy in
some suitable form and consistent with the
legal principles of Islam is not a revolution but
4 return to the original purity of Islam. This
was a clear! indication of the fact that Iqgbal
laid great stress on Islam’s dynamism. But
this dynamism, although 1t envisaged economic
planning to bring about a just distribution of
wealth, yet rejected Marxian materialist dialec-
tics, as well as Soviet totalitarianism as antithe-
tical to lslam:

It was this seed of thought of planning a
better economy for the common man which grew
and Hourished when the Punjab Provincial
Muslim League, in its mamfesto published in
1944, declared that there should bs national-
isation of key industries and banks, beginning
with immediate nationalisation of all public
utility services, public control of private indus-
try, a ceiling placed on land holdings, and an



Igbal—On Social
Democracy

With the advent of the twentieth century
the rationalist Indo-Pakistan Mushms had al-
ready started giving a serious thought to the
fact whether or not 1t was rewarding to stick to
beliefs expounded by the hidebound ‘mullas’.
With a heart full of love for Islam aand at em-
per influenced with religious feryour they be-
gan questioning the authority vested in the reli-
gious hicrarchy, which according to Islam was
not permissible.

Syed Mehdi Ali a product of the 1857 War
of independence, - declared in ‘1906 that' the
Sultan of Turkey was not to be considered
Khalifa of the  Indian’ Muslims. Another
writer, Chiragh Ali, whe wrote mostly in Eng-
lish, and whose pen had much cootroversial
force, endavoured to showin his book, *‘Pro-
posed Reform’ that Mohammedanism as taught
by Mohammad possesses sufficient elasticity 1o
enable 1t to adapt itself to the social and poli-
tical revolutions going around it. He said that
the Quran was not a barrier to politcal, social
or moral innovations.

But, somehow or other, this iype of nation-
alist movement did not continue for very long.
And early in the middle of the century, when
the All India Muslim League campaigoed in the
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cultural heritage and a common aspiration of
an ideological polity. [ am one of those who
refuse to accept there is nothing in common be-
tween the peoples of the two Wings of the
country. What is needed is a sympathetic under-
standing of each other’s aspirations and needs
an early removal of a sense of discontent and
frusiration bred and nurtured upon the basis
of glaring disparity in the pace of economic de-
velopment of the two Wings of the country.”

The writer feels while this remedial formula
is certainly to be applied to the situation exist-
ing between the two wings, it has broadly to be
applied to groups of human beings with varying
degrees of affluence, or shall we say indigence,
all over the country, in order to createa sense
of common nationality and herd-instinct, for,
again according to the rationale of this learned
judge, “with planned economic development of
every part a new sense of national cohesion and
solidarity is bound to develop and pave the
way for political integration as well.”’

(The Pakistan Times, April 21, 1968.)

I e e
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achieved Pakistan, and thus you can place Quaid-
i-Azam on top of the list of most perfect leaders
bestowed upon us. It cannot be denied that we
were also lucky to have leaders who possessed
a keen perception of the spirit and destiny of
Islam and equally keen per ception of the
trend of modern history, but again it cannot also
be denied that after achievement of Pakistan,
something happened to us that we drifted away
from “the main abjective for which Pakistan
was sought and won”, which according to the
most learned and precise elucidation of Mr.
Justice Hamood-ur Rahman (Reflections on the
Constitution ; P. T. April 1 — 2, 19:8) *“*was
that the Muslims of this subcontinent should
have a place where they can be free to lead a
life in accordance with the teachings and require-
ments of Islam.’

Herd-Instinet.

Probably one obstacle in the way of achiev-
ing this objective was the lack of herd-instinet.
which for a short time was inculcated and cul-
minated in the creation of Pakistan, but soon
after started dwindling. Again this herd-instinct
cannot exist in an abstract mode. It represents
the aspirations and will of the people and it
grows, develops and dwindles with the matenal,
moral and spiritual circumstances of a society.
It fosters unity and brotherhood, engenders
respect for leadership and offers the means
through which differing groups of peoples may
unite while retaining their own individualistic
existence, homes and hearths, Justice Hamood-
ur-Rahman has given a message of great hope
when he says : “There 1s no reason why this
should not happen in Pakisitan. We have many
thiugs which bind our peoples together such as
a conmen ielgion, a common spirilual and
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that Goethe said while making a general review
to  Eckerman : You see this teaching never
fails ; with all our systems, we cannot go, and
generally speaking no man.can go, further than
that’® (Lectures, p. 9)

Mow let us consider the second evil from
which according to the vision of Igbal the Mus-
lim community was suffering. In the same
address of 1930 at Allabhabad Igbal said :

“*The second evil from which the Muslims
of India are suffering iz that the communily 1s
fast losing what is called the herd instinct. This
makes it possible for individuals and groups to
start independent careers without coniributing
to the general thought and activity of the com-
munity.”

Igbal has written scores of verses explain-
ing the benefits of national unity and single
mindedness of puipose and has on a number
of occasions condemned selfish attitude of the
individual who turns his back 1o the ‘m:ilat’ to
advance a personal cause. But this he did way
back, when he was dreaming of a separaie home
land for Muslims of the subconunent. He has
not been even mudst us since the last 30 years
and during the last 21 years when his dream
came true in the form of Pakistan. The ques-
tion naturally ariscs how lar we have adhered
to the ideals ‘of this great benefacior. of the
Muslims of the sub-continent and how much
we -have -achieved in the -line of bis.thoughts
He has unequivocally laid- down the- specifica-
“tions ‘of leaders required by--Mushms and you
will agree with me thatl we are-fortunate lo.have
- leaders ~both- as-a gift-of God and matured by
-expeticnee: 1l it was ol so-we could not ‘have
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“Concentrate 'on the very obvious signs, 50
that you may capture the modern world.’

What Iqbal considered to be the *spirit of
Islam’ is obvious, from his comments, which he
made during his address to a Muslim audience
in Madras in 1929 :

“Muslim has always adjusted his religious
outlook to the element of culture which he ass-
imilated Irom the peoples that surrounded him
From 800 to 110u, says Horten, not less than
one bundied systems of theology appeared in
Islam, a fact which bears ample testimony to the
clasticity of Islamic thougnt as well as to the
ceaseless activity of our early thinkers. Thus,
in view of therevelations of a deeper study of
Muslim literature and thought, this living Eur-
opean Oricntalist has been driven to the lollow-
ing conclusion :

‘The spirit of Islam is so broad that it is
practically buundless. With the excepiuon of
atbeisuc ideas alone it has assimilated all the
attainable ideas of surrounding peoples, and
given them i1s own peculiar direction of develop-
ment." (Lectures, p. 164.)

Igbal also lays down that a real leader of
Muslims shouid have a keen perception of the
desuny of lIslam. Dweling upou this subject,
On NUMErous occasions in his poelry and prose,
igbal discussed the innnite possiouities, wnich
_are still hidden in the depths of Quran and
- again in his lectures he remarked : = -

“The 'main purpose of the Quran (and we
may add : of Islam) is to awaken in man the
higher consciousness- of his manitold relaions
with God and the universe. It is in view of
this essential aspect of the Quramc teaching
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Dwelling upon this theme Igbal also gave the
specifications of leaders of Muslim community :

By leaders I mean men, who by Divine gift
Or experience, possess a keen perccption of the
spirit and destiny of Islam, alongwith an eq-
ually keen perception of the trend of modern
history. Such men are re.al]gr the driving forces
of a people but they are God’s gift and cannot
be made to order.”

Propagation of these specifications of a
real leader of Muslim community, which he
variously styled as Mard-e-Hur, Banda-e-Mom-
in, Mard-¢-Kamil and Mard-e-Haq Agah, was
a_ life-long passion with Igbal and he never
despaired of telling his people :
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“*You must associate with God in solitude
so that He sees you and you see Him.

Be firm in His presence and don’t merge
yourself in the ocean of His light.”
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To follow the Holy Quran is your law and
to propagate the word of God openly is your
religion. e : '
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Leaders As Envisaged
By Igbal

While Igbal's historic presidential add-
ress at the Allahabad session of the All-lndia
Muslim League, on December 29, 1930, em-
phasised the redistribution of British India, as
a permanent solution of the communal problem
it also impressed, upon the Mushm community
the importance of doing some honest heart-
searching and to set their home in order for
achieving this solution.

Unfortunately this part of his address is
relegated to oblivion, although after the fruition
of a part of his suggestions, namely the establ-
shment of Pakistan, Pakistanis constantly need
reminding themselves the shortcomings point-
ed out by the greatest Muslim thinker of his
times, when he remarked in his address

“Let me tell you frankly that at the present
moment, the Muslims of India, are suffering
from two evils. The first is the want of per-
sonalities.”

Admitting liberally that the commenis of
his two foreign rulers and contemporaries were
true he added, **Sir Malcolm Hailey and Lord
Irwin were perfectly correct in their diagnosis
when they told the Aligarh University that the
community had failed to produce learders.”
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“The wisdom contained in that eternal
book, Quran-e-Hakim, is unfading and olden.
It is an archetype of the secrets of life’s genesis
from whose strength the infirm derives firmness
It is the last message to the human race

delivered to it by the Holy Prophet (Forgiveness
of the worlds).*

Today when we are celebrating the twenty-
eighth death anniversary (and why don't we
celebrate the birth anniversary 7) of the late
Allama Iqbal, all over Pakistan, and even in
some other countries, we have to ask a simple
question from ourselves. Have we at all cared
to practise what Iqbal preached ? His preach-
ings were original but not new. He simply
aimed at the restitution of the ideals of pristine
Islam, devoid of all later addiuons and inter-
polations from Hellinistic, Persian and even
Hindu sources. Before thc establishment of
Pakistan we shouted from the house tops.

Fakistan ka matlab kya ? La elaha il-lallah
“What is meant by Pakisian ?
There is no god but God !

Have we stuck to this slogan ? If no what
1 beng dome in our society to bring home
to us the dangers of Heewng awuiy trom realities
and the mes:age of 1qbal 7 1f the preaching
ot Igbal and ihe spirit of this slogan 15 lost to
oblivion there can be no hope for tomorrow.
We are paying homage to a guide by lip service
which is probably not a very honesnt atutude
ot mind. hatl

(The Pakistan Times, April 21, 1966)
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work, I think I could not offer a better pre-
sent, to the Muslims of the world, than
these notes on the Quran-e-Karim™ (Igbal-
namah, 358).

He reiterated his desire in his letter of
May 30, 1915, when he said : “I wish I could
record my views about the Quran-e-Karim be-
fore I die’” (Igbalnamah, 361).

This wish was never realised, but in order
to keep the Islamic id-als alive in the country
I;}ba‘.l propagated throughout his life that a real
cflort had to be made to dispel the scepticism
towards Islam. which was deeply embedded in
the minds of the ignorant people. He very
bitterly remarked in 1924 : Muslims are now,
from the intellectual point of view, in the state
of Europe in the uime of Luther : but in the
[slamic movement there is no personality as
leader (Maktubat, I, 143).

The pocet ofien complained of his intellec-
tual loneliness in the contemporary society
calling himself the “first Adam of a new world”™
(Zabur-e-Ajam, 37). He also complained of
the difficulty of his position while he was strug-
gling against heavy odds to convince the Muslims
to revive an unflinching and unassailable bclief
in the tenets of the Holy Quran. Yet he kept
the tarch burming with an unrivalled fervour as
he firmly believed that

An Ketab e Zindah Quran ¢ Halkeem
Hekmat e oo la yazal ast o qadeem
Noskha e asrar e takve-n e havat
Be sabat az quvvatash girad sabat
Nau ‘e insan ra payam e-akhereen
Hamel-e-o0 Rahmatul Lel *Alameen
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and fervour of his love for Islam as an ideal
which if fully realised should suffice for man’s
every want in this world and the next. Accord-
ing 1o the estimate of Ferrar the wide reading
and poetic temperament of Igbal had created in
his mind so attractive and so inspiring a picture
of the simplicity, the force and the appeal of
early Islam that his main pre-occupation cen-
tred round a return to that simple creed in

?rder to regain what he believed Islam had
ost.

Ighal had very carefully studied the politi-
cal-cum-social movements, in vogue in the so-
called more civilised and advanced contem-
porary world of Europe and other countries and
denounced all these movements (in 1934) by
saying : ‘“‘Fascism, Communism and all the
isms of this age are nothing real. In my con-
viction only Islam is the one reality which can
become the medium of salvation Tor human
beings from every point of view.” (Maktubat
11, 314).

Importance of Holy Quran.

The importance of studying Quran is re-
peatedly preached by lqbal in prose and poectry
and, in fact, his last ambition, to achieve tnis
ideal, was to write a book on the Holy Quran.
In a letter addressed to Sir Ross Masud, on
April 26, 1935, he very despairingly remarks :

*Thus it would have been possible for me
to complete in the light of the modern thoughts,
which are for a long time under m{ncnnmd:raﬂ
tion, my notes on the Quian-e-Karim. But
now 1 doubt very much if I shall ever be able
to achieve this. Ii 1 couid be afiorded the linle
time, now left at my disposal, to devote to this



Igbal—An Advocate of
Islamic Values

A FIRM believer in ‘Ijtehed’ (the principle
of movement in the structure of Islam), but
unrelentingly uncompromising, where Islamic
values of life were concerned —that is what
Igbal was. He thought it was quite in order
to exert one’s mind to forman independent
judgment on moral, legal and ethical questions,
but in Islam, according to him, the spiritual
and temporal were not two entirecly separate
and distinct domains, and the nature of an act,
however secular in its import, was determined
by the attitude of mind with which the agent
did it. The agent, in all circumstances, was
to be guided by the tenets of Islam.

““The ultimate Reality,” he said, “accord-
ing to the Quran, is spiritual, and its life con-
sists in its temporal activity’. He believed
that the spinit found its opportunities in the
natural, the material and the secular. To him
Islam was the most rational religion and the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (May peace be upon
him), the greatest man ever born on the face of
carth. lgbal's message and the whole philoso-
phy of this message was based on these con-
siderations, which pervaded all bhis poetical
compositions of substance. Some years back
Lt.-Col. Ferrar truly remarked about Igbal in
his “Whither Islam™ (p.204) : The strength

28
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animals and beasts and | am looking for a
human being :

My heart is aching on account of these fellow-
travellers with lazy elements.

[ am in search of Lion of God and famous
Rustam.

I said : We have tried to find (such a
person) but have failed. H: said ; I desire
only for the person who cannot be found.

He cajoled the intellectuals of the com-
munity and finally gave the idea of self-determi-
nation to the Muslims of this sub continznt.
which, in fact, was projection of Rumi in reali-
sing ‘self” for material advancement But it
must be repeated that Igbal did not stop at
Rumi. Hz went still further and made it a
mission of his life to help awaken the spirit of
his countrymen, who were either forced to
accept a slumber through political slavery or
were so down-trodden that they could not rase
their head agiinst oppression. Thus the Indian
Muslims sh il always remain indebted to Igbal,
who took his inspiration from Rumi.

(The Pakistan Time Ociober 18, 1963)



26

from God, the lesser his indi viduwality. He
who comes nearest to God is the completest
person, Not that he is finally absorbed in
God. On the other hand he absorbs God in
himself. The true person not only ahsorbs
the world of matrer, by mastering it he ab-
sorbs God Himself—Life is a forward assi-
milative movement. It removes all obstruc-
tions on its march by assimilating them. [Its
essence is the continual ereation of desires
and ideals, and for the purpose of his prese-
rvation and expansion, it has invented or de-
veloped out of itself certain insiruments,
e.z., senses, intellect, ete., which help to as-
similate obstriction — The ego attains to free-
dom by the removal of all obstructions in its
way. It is partly iree, partly deiermined
and reaches )qu freedom by approaching the
individual who is most free—God.””

Thus we find Igbal is not only absorbing
influences from Rumi but he also projects
Rumi with an eye to the conditions of Muslims
living in the Indu-Pakistan sub-continent.

When Iqbal started writing his verses
Muslims in India were going down on the steep
that they had accepted as their destiny after the
fall of the Mughul Empire. The Briush had
evolved a policy by which they wanted to keep
in tight shacklés the hitherto rulers so that they
should completely forget all about their hey
day. Thus it was a very depressing time when
Igbal started commenting on the situation and
get inspiration from the world famous sayings
of Rumi.”

“Yesterday the Sheikh went round the town
with a lamp, (saying) that I am fed up with
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rous stories in Rumi which aptly illustrate this
method, and which he himself describes as :

0 brather, the story is like a measure : the
real meaning in it resembles grain (in the
measure;. L he man of intelligence will take
the grain of meaning : he will not pay any
regard to the measure, even if it is removed
(alrogether).”

To start with Iqbal directly borrowed the
story of the *“Lion and Goats" from Rumi in
his Asrar-i-Khudi, when he wanted to propound
the theory that the weak and subject races
weaken their masters by preaching them to eat,
drink and behave like themselves, He then
employs this technique by narraiing numerous
stories, both historical and imaginative, to con-
vince the reader of his argument, with the diff-
erence that he confines himself to the subject of
Islam and Muslims in this book and his subseq-
uent writings.

Rumi's entire philosophical thought is an
eloquent plea for a life of strenuous activity
and endeavour for creative self-expression to
attain heights of power. He is emphatically
opposed to psendo-mysticism, seclusion, passiv-
ism and inactivity. Igbal was impressed with
this idea and further developed it by urging the
people to strive hard to achieve the completion
of 'man.

In his letter to Professor Nicholson, Igbal
wrote:

“ Phvsically as well as spiritually man is a
self-contained centre, but he is not vet a com-
plete individual. The greater his distance



Igbal and Rumi

Rumi was born in 1207 A.D. and died in
1273 A.D. Thus Iqbal flourished a little over
six hundred years after Rumi. If we are to
have some idea of Rumi's influence on Ighal it
i1s essential to know the contributions of Rum;
to thought.

Again we have to keep in mind that Rumi
did not take upon himself the mission of sys-
tematising and broadcasting his thoughts and
message. He was essentially a poet and a thin-
ker and like all great artists he painted a huge
canvas of poetry, transferring all that occurred
to him. As Whin field points out, the Mathnavi
is an exposition of “experimental” mysticism,
and not a treatise of “doctrinal'® mysticism.
Hence Rumi does not set out all this Sufi gnos-
is with the logical precision of a systematic
thinker but rather assumes it all as known to
his readers.

But it is not the mysticism of Rumi that
influenced Igbal. Igbal, in his own times, had
his own problems, for which he wanted to pre-
sent the nation with a solution. Thus Igbal, in
the first instance, was enamoured of the techni-
que of Rumi, which he employs forcefully in
his Mathnavi. It is a very simple and effcclive
technique, and is based on the psychological
treatment of the subject by employing analogies
to drive home a subtle point. There are nume-

24



23

“When the Faith and State are separated
Then only Greed ruled and Greed advised.
Separation doomed State and Faith ;

Separation is blindness caused by civilisa-
tion."

(i) Igbal pleaded for a government based
on religion and restoration of Khilafat. This
conception is based on the faith that the earth
belongs to God and man is here to act as vice-
gerent to God.

The question which faces us today is how
the conception of State envisaged by Igbul
can be translated into. action. We have on:e
seen the constitution of Islamic Republic of
Pakistan collapsing under the political stress.
Do we want to try it again in some other form
Only legists can answer it satisfactorily. But
it remains a fact that any constnution or form
of goverament, which divorces itsell from Islam
or the conception of igbal will not flourish be-
cause once we cut ourselves from Islam there
remains no reason for us to havea separate
state in the sub-continent as a home for
Muslims. * The conception and achievement
of Pakistan were based on the only idea of self-
determination for Muslims and we have no con-
tinue to keep this philosophy alive if we wunt
1o keep ourselves alive. But again it must be
remembered lip service to this ideal  will
also not save us. Islam in practice is faced
with a ‘great challenge and we have to accept
it if we mean business.

{The Pakistan Times, April 21, 1961)
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“The experienced and powerful dictator ;
Builds around himself a fort of ordinances.

Then the sharp-clawed and swift-swooping
Eagle;

Picks up the sparrow as adviser for his

affairs.”

The question naturally arises if Igbal does
not favour any existing forms of government
what is it that would satisfy him. Now that
the constitution 'of Pakistan is onceé again on
the anvil it seems worth-while to give a serious
thought to the problem and see if anything in
line with the thought of and on the pattern envis-
aged by Igbal, could be evolved. Igbal did not
live long enough 1o see the creation of Pakistan,
otherwise he would have certainly helped in
solving the problem or al least giving some
advice as to how to crystalise the ideas he had
preached with regard to the form of a desirable
government. Here only his recommendations
can be narrated briefly as follows :

(i) Iqbal believes that separation of poli-
tics from religion will lead to a chaos :
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“The author of Capitalism (Karl Marx),
a descendunt of Khalil,

Was a prophet without Gabriel ;

And his heart was that of a believer, while
his mind was that of a heretic.

The Westerners have lost the heavens,
And they seek purity of soul in bellies.

The purity of soul does not flourish through
fattening a body,

And Socialism only looks after the body.”

Iqbal has equally condemned dictatorship,
because dictatorship is based on individual vig-
our and wisdom and does not get inspiration
from religron and established laws of morality.
Again when a dictator gets into power he builds
around himself a fort of ordinances and picks
up his advisers out of the weaklings, who have
neither the wisdom nor the courage to speak
the truth and enforce justice for the benefit of
the ruled:
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Igbal also feels that democracy is another
garb of autocracy. Formerly, kings used to
rule over the people, but now a group of
people, after gaining power, exploit the people.
Thus the condition of the ruled does not
change. Whether there is one ruler or a number
of rulers the ruled will be always deprived of
their basic human rights ;
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“The democratic system of the West is the
same old organ,

Which pours out nothing but the Caesar's
song.

The devil of Autocracy is dancing in gar-
ments of Democrocy,

While you think it is the Blue Angel of Free-
dom.”

Igbal was somewhat attracted towards
Socialism and had soft corner for it so far as it
helped in setting up a system in which poor
man’s lot was Improved., But discovering that
Socialism was divorced of religious feelings he
condemned it also. He expressed the feelin
that Socialism only sought to give equal foo
to all bellies and beyond, this it iad no-function
to perform : BT
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“When heresy tore the garment of religion,
A prophet of Devil appeared.
He was that wrong-loving Florentine.

Who injured the eyes of people with his
collyrium.

He wrote a guide for the emperors,

Thus sowing a seed of war on earth.

Igbal is also opposed to so called demo-
cracy. He feels genius, intellect and worldly
experience does not necessarily find full appre-
ciation in a democratic form of government,
which is composed of vote-catchers :
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“ Discard democracy and tie yourself to a
wise person,

Because two hundred donkey brains cannot
produce a single human thought.”

Igbal believes democatic form of govern-
ment 15 a system in which heads are counted
without having an estimate of the capabilities
of these heads. Voters may decide an important
matter by counting heads rather than weighing :
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“Democracy is “a forth .of government in
which Heads are counted and not assessed.”



A Study of Igbal’'s Thoughts
on Governmental Forms

Iqbal was essentially a thinker and not a
politician, with the result that he expressed his
views about various forms of the governments
in vogue and left it to the people to decide for
themselves the form they liked best. In fact
he did not leave much behind to choose from,
as he was not only ecritical of most of the
contemporary forms of governments, he almost
condemned all of them, and yet he was quite
anxious 10 suggest what should be the ideal
form of government for people professing Islam.

Autocracy is labelled as iblisi nizam
(Devil's system) by Iqbal and he thinks this
system was responsible for driving mankind
from religion and morality, and establishing
slavery, Niecolo Machiavelli (1469-1527) the
Italian statesman and author, who in his
Principe wrote a guide for the perfect autocrat,
comes first of all under fire :
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Wworked their way up by sheer hard work and
made the world follow them :
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(The Civil & Military Gazette, April 21, 1955
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The result has been a complete stagnation
of the society to whom he has been preaching
for the last few centuries. While other people
have been marching along with the times the
Muslims have given themselves up to inertia,
without making any progress in any direction.
And this inertia has brought the downfall of
the Muslims all over the world :
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Igbal has also severely criticised and
attacked the development of capitalism, and
landlordism in the society. His heart goes.out
to the wretched worker who toils hard for the
master and he suggests to him to work his way
up in such a fashion that he can gradually get
rid of the tactics of his fleecing master, but he
does not advise him to agitate in fruitless way.
He insists on development of his innate powers
to combat with the evils prevailing in the
society and to make himself strong and pre-
pared for action, so that he could defeat the
evil forces by honesty and bard work: He
cites the examples of Mapolean and Timur, who
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Times have changed. Pakistan has been
established. But the ways of the political
leadership have not changed and the leadership
is still creating a thousand and one Satans as
Igbal pointed out :
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Besides the political leadership wrong type
of religious leadership had proved a fertile
ground for breeding various types of evils in
the society. The ordinary leader, whom Iqgbal
symbolises as Mulla, established himself on a
high pedestal in the society by creating rifts
among the people. He was the most ignorant

man in the society and yet claimed a position
by advertising his omniscience :
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Wrong Leadership

In all ages and in all civilised countries
olitical, religious and social leaders have been
clping to alleviate the sufferings of the people.
But in India and some Muslim countries
leadership did not succeed in helping the
people to any appreciable extent with the result
that Muslims as compared with other ‘millats’
were much behind the times in all respects
Igbal blamed leaders for their selfish motives
and for their indifferénce to improvement of

their national conditions. He firmly believed
" ‘that political leaders were duping their follow-
ers irrespective of the latters’ loyalty towards
them or their station in life:
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He was also ver]y certain about the quality
of leadership ; the leaders posed to have lofLy

ideals but in reality they were very poor speci-
mens of humanity ;
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Igbal styles the teacher as an “*Architect
of the Soul of Man"” and advises him to be
optimistic about the younger generation, but
he exhorts him to make sure that they have a
real aim in life, as, according to him, the present
education, without providing even for bread to -
the educated, is robbing them of their vitality .
It was a sad commentary on the existing edu-
cational instituiions and, indeed a gloomy
Eicturc of the means of education but when one

onestly considers the progress of education in
the indcpendent State of Pakistan, one hangs
his head in shame :
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Neither the young nor the old have been told
to behave. Example has been conspicuous by
its absence. The class or age of people have
not proved a barrier or check against their
misbehaviour as it happens in other civilised
countries, where the evil practices persist only
among bad classes of society or among people
of unripe age. Igbal noted lack of this educa-
tion with great concern and struck a note of
warning :
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He was not satisfied with the formal edu-
cation that the society was sponsoring. This
probably, awarded degrees and diplomas, but
did not educate mass of people attending
schools and colleges. According to Igbal, edu-
cation that was being imparted to students cre-
ated confusion in their minds without guidance
regarding their future. He expressed disgust
at the way teachers were conducting themselves.
He likened them to a person who “‘was trying
to light an electric lamp with a matchstick.™
The futility of the endeavours of the teacher
and the taught was too obvious to be dealt with
at length but the conclusion could definitely be
drawn that the society would not improve if
the foundationstone of this society was not
laid properly in educational institutions :
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Just when Icrlhal was expressing his disgust
with one class of women and admiring another,
he also probed into the causes that, according
to him, had led to the deterioration of woman-
hood. He [felt that intrinsically there was
nothing wrong with the woman, but her follow-
ing the West blindly and probably wrongly,
had led her to this sad state :
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And as he is very confident about the
intuition and insight of woman, he finally

leaves the matter for her to decide instead of
suggesting any means of improvement :
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Lack of Real Education

The basic training for the real education
of morals and manners has been missing from
our schemes since the advent of the British,
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As I just said you may not agree with the
criticism by Igqbal of the “social butterfly,” but
you will have to admit that the specimens of
this womanhood do exist midst us and th
have not proved very useful for society. Simi-

larly, we do come across the picture of an ideal
woman imagined by Igbal and painted thus :
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taking inspiration from the Holy Book, he
labelled women as the ““garment” of man :
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He was not satisfied with the status that
was granted by Muslims to woman :
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And discussing ‘*‘apostasy’ in his “Six
Lectures’ he very painfully remarked : *‘In
the Punjab as everybody knows, there have
been cases in which Muslim women wishing to
zet rid of undesirable husbands have been
driven to apostasy. Mothing could be more
distant from the aims of a missionary religion.”
Thus keeping a close eye on what was happen-
ing to Muslim women and how they were bein
treated by men. he also very severely criticise
the chic gay-bird and dolled-up girl of society
who refused either to bear and rear children or
to share the burden of man in the sphere of
national effort :
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Womanhood

Experiments all over the world have proved
that much cannot be achieved in the field of
social reforms if an adequate responsibility is
not shared by the weaker sex in such enterprises.
Igbal was fully conscious of this fact and
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himself endorsed this when he said; “The
object of my Persian posms is not to ‘plead” for
Islam. Really I am keenly interested in the
search for a better social order; and in this
search it is simply impossible to ignore an
actually existing social system the main object
of which is to abolish all distinction of
race, caste and colour.”
Racial Distinction
Thus Iqbal sought all his life for a better
social order in the existing social system that
had been created by the followers of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (may peace be upon him).
And out of the evils that had crept into this
sgstem the most obvious seemed to him to be
the distinction of race, caste and colour, which
Islam claimed to have abolished. This distinc-
tion according to him, had led to the establish-
ment of geographical tribal and feudal barriers
between Muslims of different countries as well
as between Muslims of the same country. In
an inspired expression, he proclaimed :
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Igbal—Greatest Islamic
Social Planner

You mav not wholly agree with what he
had to say and you may not even agree with the
remedies suggested by him to remove the evils
prevailing in the society, yet it remuins 2 fact
that Ighal was the greatest Islamic social
planner of his times. He very carefully looked
into the causes of the rot that was eating up
the roots of society that had been set up by
the people who styled themselves as Mushim
and who claimed themselves 1o be the vicege-
rents of God on earth. His thinking prowess
found expression mostly in poetry, which he
used as a powerful vehicle of propagating his
ideas and ideals. While his exalted intellectual
powers, worked on the problems of the social
evils that had crept into the society of the
Muslims, he consciously and carefully establi-
shed a basis for re-organising this society. The
basis was the call “back to Islam™ to the people
who at least professed this faith, since he was
convinced that Muslims had strayed from the
right path because they had estranged them-
selves from Islam. Professor Micholson in his
preface to the “Secrets of the Self™ has rightly
remarked: “Holding that the full development
of the individual presupposes a society, he
finds the ideal society in what he considers to
be the Prophet’s conception of Islam.”” Iqbal

6
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you may tell him that. All human beings are
members of my family and I do not respect
blood ties alone.” Sir Abdul Qadir returned
disappointed, but he cited this incident to me
whenever narrow-minded Hindus dubbed Iqbal
as a communalist.

(The Civil & Military Gazette, April 21, 1955)
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of the journey to her and she was put in the
train by Mirza Sahib. The girl was so much
enamoured of the poet that she was willing to
spend the rest of her life at his feet in any
capacity, but Igbal thought it to be an ungodly
act to accept the offered servitude.

Igbal was a man, who, to all appearances,
looked very much attached to his family. He
has composed remarkable poems expressing
unlimited reverence for his mother, father and
brother. Even for young Javed he has shown
his tender feelings in very many affectionate
ways. This was the human side of the poet
which exhibited itself in a natural fashion.

He helped people even beyond his family
circle, and there are living examples of some
top-ranking persons in Pakistan who rose to
high positions because Iqbal helped them in his
own way. But as a man, who is distantly
related to the late poet and who had some con-
tact with him on intellectual level, | always
found him placing merit above his blood ties.
Whereas he would go all the way to the highest
authority to recommend a deserving case he
would not budge an inch to help an undeserv-
ing person, even if he was his own son. For
instance, Sir Abdul Qadir went to him in 1936
and told him that one of his very near relatives
was almost starving and a chit from him (Iqbal)
to the local Governor would get him a lucrative
position. lgbal listened patiently to the plea
and then said : ‘‘Sheikh Sahib, have you ever
thought that many people like this relative of
mine are ‘killing’ themselves for a pittance 7
But they keep on working. This man wants to
take advantage of my pame, and heis nota
gentleman. 1 have no sympathy for him and
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ing. 1 had just forgottenit. I am grateful {o
yﬂuhfbr having reminded me of this simple
truth.”’

After this incident, Allama Igbal never
talked about the death of his wife in the
pathetic way he used to formerly. Insiead, for
a number ol the following days, he related the
story of the poor orphan to his friends.

This was recounted by Mirza Jalal ud Din,
the oldest friend and colleague of lqbal alive,
on Igbal Day in 1951 at **Alhamra™ (Pakistan
Art Council). Iqbal used to live in Anarkal
in his early career as a lawyer and Mirza Sahib
used to call on him daily. One fine morning
Igbal received a letter from a young, talented
woman from Meerut saying that she had passed
her Munshi Fazil examination, and that with
the fair amount of personal charm and intelli-
gence that she possessed she would do very
well as his wife. lgbal showed the letter to
Mirza Sahib and considering it to be a joke by
some friend, forgot all about it. But the matter
did not end there. As one day Mirza Sahib
and Igbal were sitting in Iqbal’s office, the
lady, clad in a *burga’, walked in.

On inquiry it transpired that the woman had
misconstrued the silence of Iqbal as acceptance
of her offer and had now come to Lahore all
the way from Meerut to strike the bargain
personally. Mirza Sahib reports that the Poet
of the East felt quite baffled over the situation.
The woman was kept as a guest for a day or
two and, eventually, she was persuaded to
return to her town. But these two days were a

_great ordeal for the poet. He felt very sorry
for the poor woman aud paid all the expenses



alter them 7 ‘Who will feed them ? Who will
tuck them into bed?’ And saying this he burst
into tears passionately.

The Maulana remained quiet for a while
and then slowly started: “Dr. Sahib, have you
heard about those children who are being
brought to different towns from Quetta ? They
are victims of the earthquake and the identity
of many of them cannot he established as some
of them are so young that they can neither tell
their own name nor the names of their
parents.” The poet suddenly lell interested in
the havoc wrought by the calamity. His tears
dried up and the Maulana continued : *“We
had a batch of these children in Sialkot a few
days back. As we were trying to feed them on
community lines, a young unidentified boy
refused to take food and repeatedly shouted :
Ayah, bring my spoon and fork. | will not have
my food without my napkin. We were all, in
tears and tried hard to persuade him to take
his food but he would not listen to us.”

Iqbal sat up on the ‘charpoy’ that he usually
used to occupy at this stage of his life and
said : **Maulana go on’". “The boy", continued
the Maulana, “had to be fed next da"g forcefully
as on that day he had gone Lo sleep aflter fretting
and fuming. Just imagine, you are still alive.
If the mother of your children is dead they
still have something to fall back upon.”

Igbal's eyes shone for a moment. Sitting
near, 1 could see he felt a difierent man. In
the colossal grier of others he had visualised
the enormous smallness of his own grief and
as the learned Maulana linished his harangue,
Igbal said : “Maulana, Faith means not worry-



Igbal Was More Human Than
Stress on His Philosophy
Has Left Him

Quetta earthquake had converted the
magnificent town into a heap of rubble and
debris in 1935. The exact loss of life had as
yet not beet determined. Relief workers were
making frantic efforts to save the life and pro-
perty that had escaped the ravages of the earth-
3;1& ¢. All sorts of news were reaching Lahore,

e capital of the province, and people felt
extremely sympathetic towards the bereaved
persons who were now slowly trickling into the
rest of the country, where fate or relief workers
brought them. Igbal, the great poet of the
East in these days, was afflicted with a perso-
nal malady. His second wife, the mother of
Javed and Munira, had recently died, and
whenever a visitor called on him he poured out
his heart with sobs, bemoaning the loss of the
precious companion.

Maulana Ibrahim of Sialkot went to see
him to offer condolence and “‘fatiha’. for the
departed soul and as the Maulana finished his
prayer Igbal dissolved in tears. The Maulana
consoled him but Igbal said erying: “Maulana,
I am not worried about myself: I am only
thinking of these two young children (thereby
referring to Javed and Munira). Who will look

1
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