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As an offset against European aggression he advocated Pan-
Islamism as the political goal of the Islamic World, and it long
remained the burden of his poetry. The chief poems of this
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period are: Shakva (1909) and Shama-o-Shair (1912), both
recited from the platform of the Anjuman-e-Himayat-e-Islam.
Javab-e-Shakva was composed for the Balkan Relief Fund in

November, 1912, 9

9- Muhammad Sidiq, A History of Urdu Literature,,
Oxford University Press, London, 1964. p. 358
LZ:_]'?L! ; P w IS Kol}"lo';"/t’ulu’uzucﬁu’!
HU »&F o~ “L-L:')

Shikwa may be regarded as the first manifesto of the two-
nation theory which was later elaborated in detail by
Choudhary Rehmat Ali and accepted as the basis of the
foundation of a seperate state for the Muslims (Pakistan) by

Muhammad Ali]innhafl
G PUL A LU A el A
SLnZ S Sl it & s B LIS U 25 f)
Ui "&a /b»{u’ f:!
Many have tried to translate Igbal’s poetry into English; Most
of them have failed.

&JMLJG!J/D}LM!&&GA}?J?H:(@M d/‘o:é’
u’l}?é’:{:ﬁlff?l,i»/:ldlr(él;%é‘oﬁ’uéufﬁla/»‘ufuﬁ
:ujz,ygﬁ.u&vcjm&’..{l/ﬁvi(”ﬁ’
Longing and belonging took a different turn in Pakistan,
where writing in English met resistance from indigenous

languages and the State. Traditionally, poets in Pakistan
preferred Urdu and Persian to English. Muhammad Igbal

U Khushwant Singh, Mubammad Iqbal: Shikwa and Jawab-i-Shikwa -
Complaint and Answer- Iqbal’s Dialogne with Allah, Oxford University
Press, 1981, p. 25.

2 Ibid, Preface by E. M. Forster, p.7.
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(1 877—1938): for example, wrote with brilliance and passion in
both. His long poem Shikwa (1911, Urdu for complaint
invokes Islam for having disseminated an idea of community
that is specifically Muslim, and yet capable of sustaining ideals
that can be described as universal. He is revered in Pakistan,
but his lament on behalf of Islam voices the kind of religious
zeal that continues to divide Pakistan and India today:

Make abundant that rare commodity love, so that all may buy
and sell, Convert to Islam India’s millions who still in temples
dwell.
Long have we suffered, see how grief’s blood flows drown the
drain,

From a heart pierced by the scalpel, hear this cry of pain.1®
10-  Postcolonial Poetry in English .Contributors: Rajeev
S. Patke - Author. Publisher: Oxford University
Press .Place of publication: New York. Publication
year: 2006, p.69
Urﬁ; wjtm’véﬁ l]pﬁ”uﬁ Uk L‘oﬁ_,m’m‘,ﬁ’
gl(b:é EJG1sl 35106 2) I 4%~ U2 ) _£4sz~_f,"d;—' Z
3o 152D ol sl a# F (L7 KU b 2o 4 F 4l
PIHFH bt sl o) Gox (F gjjl (e Zof i
;}—JG' :aﬁ)&?&f,w @(J(tﬁj KJGI o 2l ,ﬁ)g}"lu,f/‘%
S w28 2 LGRS ke S (S
ettt S(F s F- U a Lizae) A2 B MU
w(ﬁ‘;ﬂww :,ﬁ.,u?wﬁ)d]v' J;U)?gl’(d‘%!,/l?/)!dl;bﬁ)
Sry J")/; s JFCPE LT JU1GFE S et &)z f:"
I (UE b U0 2 o) Sl N E I (JB1 20T 2



fo Y I 10?:.4!}?/}!”{&
uﬁg/LﬁJch)d/uﬁcH’c}@’»@((y‘éuﬁw{u{dgf :,ﬂ)ﬁzué’}
‘ijuwgngdlw(q}l’gd@:/bﬁél,m"

L Sae L6 ol 20 Lok .,fz’m‘ué’(w JJu A
WL U s U SE

33 15608 12 0 -

B lout ol 12

Jot et Pt
m&yng‘oﬁ_,m’m‘oﬁ’ ol

/»Jl//mlg,fuvgi/ﬁpfLLT@(&}?‘L‘:”@’U@IQIl
SUBI e st o ot Lol S
SECISE TS Bid e h & 250 &
K,,wc;.})tf/;zlixﬁ/m:,La}’?d//“d/,ﬁmmm"muéa‘-/
K,Awuﬁg/“l:»H”a&gd/‘uﬁ’f%afgggww.}m
_W;L(Lz»

J:‘:’“Jww“&‘;c}”,uﬁfu:‘ﬁdﬁ/&(é_dﬁluﬁJL«L;m|
(EIQ‘;Juﬁrb@fziuid/uﬁ/nug’u?lﬁ)gé_,ﬂw,cl‘ill/,}'f'/tc‘-
gﬁ'/,ég9vg¢utur”uf(’”,_fg“ut;h)wﬁ”
LTI A S A LESOS RS S St
(LS L F e 2380, f I3 et

e eI A U ST K1 F 15 Ut 6T SUS

;«/;/,Jg.{luﬁ-;.und/;/wiJ(/u;fl’;;!c‘_&flglfcuuﬁ;(kf



e a5 0l 12 sl 1
(}1”;@)(}{!é@}:’/gt}u’!f_Uﬁt‘/uﬁd:'%!u’P! 1%
'i-‘al:q/qu/’K_,t/ﬂ)tutwinu’fa/éuﬁc%uil_uf
GRS 0 SIS A gt JT s s
Ur;@v'/?awd}gfuwuggh Ju“izicm,w SuterZ
Jg?;_q/m(/Jifjjgﬁu;’y{uﬁﬁéwﬁwréLL/J:?
St Lo d Lo F o S FEnd S s wssi
matle /AU ,?fimp,@g;gm}«dwl{ uuffpb‘zwr‘f by
ug/uyyuh};ufﬂﬂuﬁubuuy; wﬁui’},«;:uu E7 -
EFEL G sar Uran a7 S B sy
Sitght & Lupted SIS enn St U
Sl 1S ek sl e ar S B b S
Z PGl ﬁ,.q/?f/r.’f‘L“u/g,«gf)l‘ulrﬂﬂ”i_u:/dlJU/ T
el S b UG ()
ke f e St £ 35 e 1B BT ol
SIS MGG it e n = s G165
Ujiu’@'au,u?‘cb_t“ﬁnﬁ/?/;jaré@,z_@dmbg;m
VS e S Gy oeip 313 U DTS L s e 15
Hlp i N aF & m‘%;};_,l_:_/oif{:‘ao/wrwf
K}Wﬁfuﬁé,u;flﬂ;ofd/ﬁé !Lgnuﬁflb/,u";{fu?’
TS s N e U U315 2 f s
BB 3B S b SeiP sl S B
LJ@JJJJ;vJanu)»:;z:g.u/;ag,gf ...... Ly

- | 2001
FA=FLS 3.2 enald JWl( ) lbs



14 ST :pﬁ:_mmoﬁ
Do ok }dﬂ&ﬁ LN Sar [yt Nz fﬂ}”"
L;%u:fuftséfu{/&uJ”'Lu'u,up},ctﬂ,ﬁz‘?(uf!ﬂ;@ﬂ
L L k7L LU 7 e IS sl Sl
e KSar N L& St 26 37 Stk S
S ot SR 26 7 e P ST
A 2T 31 o pnie 3y Dorbor ol 2 bEU
Lwé"-q/.:f,wg/dl.(/y/dhw u"’.;;:iﬁ/,mm‘/uﬁ
uf"cu’/f“%w:-zuﬁé@r&"”?fq)uﬁ’émufésf,c
Eo zpiadmc bl o nbibe poe JG3
Lq/,u’»/'ab‘fum%f)/v/kﬁ(utij,l+@jdtsﬂfuﬁ
Jéﬁ-g&ﬁfqﬁ;;z_juT}uﬁsz/aﬁ’ng
d@@J!/ﬁ?ﬂM&{,;mf_/v&ﬁuﬁé‘-/’/u“!uu!%'_@(gt&;l/ﬂ!
“'-uﬁl:qgtmfm/,(d!jmd)uuﬁpfu:m
WAL P GG 2 Ly IS 15
oo ‘g/'i'&’”m%{;qqm‘au&},u’l/uﬁz'ggugli
.lf(uftéo,g,«g(#/;!(WIJ/‘LJD{@;&@&%J!LU]WJLU
KUdrodt (0 L o if O it SUslE e 3 t5e F
At 6T6 33 et S e S S ar by 22
M A sy e Uy S SO L 26
&Lﬁ!Jui",()iuﬁuﬁl"%r%!/imz./‘j‘bﬂg/@wi%g
/vgﬁut/l/cénuﬁ}(gVgr#/;l(u/!flkv’/,{%qu/.é"gf
oL dsonr Zewnfomewipd o F E e &

dord 7 L8 aer 2 1 a6 § s SUGI s i £
M —ILr P



Y I :,ﬁ.:.,m/,loﬁ
/,1.;/Kdﬁrgg-é;yugb",f;v{lI»um,llf#f%ﬁg,[,f[ug
Mo fpEP L Papieilpbe e oLy
(M;pw/d'y'(u (Jﬂl)ﬁ}:’t{.‘;zt{dﬁfﬁ;,&bdgc%ég,y&
J‘QWLZ,/?'/“/{(!V{!J‘Q&WJ,JJ!u:ui,;ut/,1+;ﬁruﬁ
ik K3 e MG LLS D1 2 ATl b LK S5
S LS et G5, TG S L5 F e
Jmu?lﬂﬁ'gd)uqm}I»uu"l;fnd,%gg:%gm;ﬂz/vdslﬁ
S Uz it T Ser FAE Ui i LB L
w.@‘u:t.g}'Ku"éLuiw‘g_;g%ufo);yp,“/?‘f‘)ﬂlo,(ﬁf
Mu;unk;é/{f;)‘fuui,ﬁ.z_wiwy(ﬁ_ﬁ/;ﬁaﬁh
IR DO PRI N PRy (V|
ub%/d@ufd/u&m;&?turé_(@/y)gf‘m Z Ul

(it

Wi P A Gl F Sl

,Kuiu‘/‘ﬁ%lgtﬁrﬁ;ffﬁu";/mm‘auﬁc’(/dr’”&((/,
(}:lu}tazL/’//ﬁd/al,Lb}/;!a'/éﬁd;u[(}/ﬁ‘fﬂf‘akuw
SHSeFera dnf Ao Lurtetoe Flerms
=3P el P e s $rd Lune Qb6 d i Fi5eT =

T Lerummt
e F I AU E LB Ui U

:l{LnLﬂ;!,/ﬁK(}“iz:@}!

S S Fuke Ut P Lo § e
AL n S F e bl g L F S il




I~ ST :pﬁ:_m/mﬁ
,,1b/ru/!J/‘ﬁm%f/jﬁ/u@v{l(]dmf%;m}!,;/m
/y/,/ég;&4fg/,1J/“K‘;//mg/,/m‘;&}dm
Jeum F2a 3% L o et kT 0gind el
uf?£¢>/,m/,1unatgtg%/r};/sLurﬁ@h‘guﬁd;z_/
/bu’luLa/tﬂﬁc);;:ﬁ:@fu;{JffJU/!z_Mﬁu;f;f"?!iKLﬁ
.ﬁ.‘.‘tfcb_l,u}“;,:lﬁ?untf&)u{veuﬁ-éﬁ;:ﬁ?’&f:@@
o/f,.:,uvf;Lug,/,tunt//gkg4/1;£u?!_,x;&/.lt(wj.:,/'v
Kﬂﬂﬂz:/;"vg’Jﬁu&/“&bﬁvglué!'gu“-u;ft'/mﬁb}:ﬁu‘{/v
L Ipzec tnlFI167 28 U1 e U1 Lol
tz_‘f‘yéwmdf!,K?/“zu?m(}‘ﬁ_u?uﬁuiu/uﬁ'gw
(gd!/;!‘gj)!/ht/é@ﬂf?rtar)!I’U/!ugo;(j}t/;!g;‘cnuﬁ}dy!
Lust S E G e L
e ao B3 21 o b By ae oo (81 L
el SR AR
GFES oo Bl sy ed foornyre e p1 )56 1 ]
SR LU bt LU S S FE
(Wg!uf‘;uf/fojw‘ws‘ﬁ&-“:‘a&@/?uw-u»%&(
i Bl S FES P e I e S ol bl
51 P et U BB FsE U VO F i
,u@u(u?rwuﬁuf)u!d_ﬂ;/g‘y;\y\J.U\&\ZTL.:J
o T Wit g J 51 i il 3028 500
S TGS b e ISP ESF Suiu e Lan Lind s
u:"”,}ﬂ S 1283 Lt U’ Sesnsslv et Use $9

- rfdud) (s ) S s



) T N T PN 1
SusCE i ctie o 22 &1 s S FESUBI-urde Sy
SR B Je Lt S E §non 1 sbiss el
c_,‘ag"iui&/f:;J,.,Aiﬁ‘uulz;ﬁ/‘(%jmd&-é‘.
Ueis B e i U 1t AR S S
TS ST N Y (N - E I P SO )
uVT‘dMuﬁ)fg.,;t)(utf:;.uﬁ/fub/”0!4!J/ug‘§_
ﬂj-!/kfzulﬂI/L/wc/’;ﬂwf‘/fjulmcl/h'zuthzUL'zu.?:l/sz
...... Ut A AT e sl Ul ST S Sl S
U e §nf S e S Gl o £ oolo Ui
el g AL i e U P i L el o1
LS o S s LB SAe F AU A SN S
w‘"@;@.&@uﬁuu?uuvérm_;f“ufdmmj/rlm
Flewtordnd i U Lo S Loy rentl P
u:/"}v"(};u’_um%a&g(y-fﬁjz:nj;wﬂﬁ{dfv
Lf
Luf)u”"mf.:fﬁ&ﬁu:mmw‘oﬁ’uffmv&fv(yﬁ
ARVISEST L e ek §t2t g S o 1
ETue et JEN# 1 T S e B m
ﬂf{d)//;@bﬂfJ:U)J}LU}J?)J}?QEJ‘)J/‘LV}’Z/"WLJI_J}
WUt I SIES oo N 24Tt S 16 S o S st S st
SE bl I i e f
u;;,f;u’f,?d/ot%gﬁ‘

- rfdud) (s ) S s
AP = APkl s el DUyl i £




N ST :pﬁ:_m/mﬁ
-ngﬁ,b;b»ﬂtw//ca@@.ﬂf‘ad/zf!yVgl;iLuﬁéw
tﬂﬁ‘l/-unw;/uimi:ig(f’jdgfuyiu‘u_ﬁ)‘J}E&,tg:
St Ut e U S SUTS - LI
e Ui Uind U AL U1 €50 TE S Lt 1
Lo PPl 8L P e pmec sk Pl
vp_f_(/eﬂgJuﬁé;t&rmJv;LJ,-ujl)g?/u‘uﬁgﬂg
d/-)(b/cdf/d/g“i LLume(M/,1,/,>;(“zuL
s Bk AP
i SU G 55T i b fa i 0T L i
S S B by K P e 8
St ol ey
B w6 S K(“‘deucf. Z 2y
Eu S Jdewe S R anE San e Lt ele U
Ut P Qae s
PP IVERY NI A Y WP A Ly =
Sl bl LS Ewf PUAS AT LA U2
K“@&b’/kffﬁwdﬂ-gcﬂdf”‘?Ub’/""‘,f'l’“‘f'{f:wdﬂ@/g
&;4J/u;§'%vf§.(‘;/uiw-§_;zrﬂgufjut(wv-g_q
Lyl
JmLJ!-‘a;L&L:Q!;,JK(yﬂEy/J;;ﬂL;Wﬁ/jué’
;[_Lﬁ?w;ﬁ‘oﬁgﬁ’;zigzzic,myZLtﬁfu:m):’ b
‘,irui’;mm&@,,”zb(ut‘”é_,m’&mfwLJ@»{JL«»J?

- - L) )UK:(./“/)J”UL} '



et S wff izl i
el LFEL r e en Lt AL
PG NG eSS G d L S5
L Lousd OIS
Qease_3 2okl L U il 6ol 1 2 nt s
eI sl ik B G181 s UL C s 1 L i
‘utg<,/ulgu,~“v“g/g}/u$§u:;mr/,}(t_‘g;?uK.»,;L;J,‘f”uﬁ»;%
J}/,(j“rm_g;/,L?/?J/“ch,LagL"d}wLu@'m,fg,/
e Ui S U St £ 09 1 Son i ots 2 e 81 So6 ST
IS BV LA T b LK e B
z:/};’KL,/K;'/"/{(f u:;mw&u}?uﬁ/:“/.bé}d/u-ffaéﬁ
s LS Bl S s S L8 S s i L
6//7&zgﬁal?;y/uW/?J)/&JgU!_uﬂgﬁ//,w5;,u:
oSt LS 6 s
Bl Zo 12 -1
ugv'/,/)’uv /,ld“;ﬁf;g/;¢¢,¢}¢L‘uﬁ_,m’m‘,ﬁ’uﬁwu’c
}’JUAJK_»,O!L‘oﬁ*lz’m‘oﬁ’uf‘uﬁﬁmf;)d/dg}ui‘c‘-/
W2 uy.,:x%uﬁwﬁ‘aﬁgz’/,c‘,;é’(tugﬁ-‘aw’
‘D!é’
Pt G TE 0
- :,«kvta?;f%(téjvluﬁg;égc;uiw -r
IF=0 L UL S U sl DS L LT L s

108 P A o o Asbs Ul e



IA &’}.‘Uﬁ{.}"’” :oﬁ:.,u?/}!né

o it e s M A 2 b Lo
19-10 b 17 Ll szt edns e Tlobs foses 2
Lo SK SISl b S S 2 585
Fi-re i BEoalsel Tl

Fr-rr iSSP S S L e

re-ro :/.'/._yzl&oc‘ﬁ’;@/u!)ruuaﬁfuﬁflp;

FA-P1 i b £l ST K0

-

|
N

A

‘D}é?’}?’

hms TP

=¥ 26 o S

fomiiie 36 Aomns 2r C UL

ke L3600 S e e LT

PRSI oY ML Vg

19-1A e 36 AT

Fr-ro i S ZalT sl Aorn s C Ul
Fr-P s UG sl Ul Fas 2 S USU-

10 i ST L9

Pyt :,&,‘/:A(Lg/,/,¢/5&fl;,{}fu‘igdmrﬁ
=Y :,&,‘(é““%;f&ww‘wéw:f ol
:,fz,{fJJ’uzimﬁfﬁu,ﬁuwﬁdg?c oo 12wl

J,/,’L-ﬁjJA’{U:WL‘oﬁ*¢£’/}"uﬁé"wdﬁu’{j/’éd/})d/,.ﬂﬂi
d/;:‘g}h—jf“ﬂﬁ*’}?’/}"Bﬁ’ki—d})}?rMuj’l//}’ﬂm’u.‘fj/u:



ey Zné.:_,l}?/)lpﬁ 9
Sru-urdd ol L JE S £ L7 el
et e W Ul LT
‘ad/ua._d/éﬂuff;("/ﬁ‘/
ST U e g 7
o UM s 4 T &
e 6 T s A
H S rriie e crifd
HEAF S A
e (PU LU 2 e g™ P ateGE F e §T
2T i1 s ede 3l | o5k a 15 6 5 M\@J.J\Mb g
it 2SS Ut
st 81 e Gl xS ext s
TGS 6T A A
G S aw s 21T Mal €l 43" U2 e ) L Y4
(uvgw;io:.]!fué_,wuq9r7}7;v£ﬂd/g
o oot 505 ijzguw/(gm‘ggm} S
VEIS A8t COUS EVg PR T ﬁi\elﬂﬁc‘-(ﬁb/’/& Ny
U e 0¥ et § o 5 TR IS § e sy

el p Sy !

A du



Fe Y I :pﬁ:.m/mﬁ
e UCJJ S s L Discovery s Faith, Knowledge L 1k
“Lg;.d/yl,fud/f!/
)&Tﬂ!,'bf/t‘g':,»ﬂ&v/fgﬂ;/éi.gﬁ&uql,g,{pé:./:i
:‘L}}?}"dz‘(u:
G Sokosol# _ZE o0 K 5.5 § It § 21 st 6ot P o
dg‘La}'{uL-“&// rﬁuﬁ a.l{‘bu/'//}fc QQJL-UYZ;UJ{JQ
,r‘awg“arw6;@';@2&4-‘;@»;“;@9;91)@/
J(MLu]W‘uC(/L?/J/:JJu)WLd(Muﬁu?;;jff_
K F S Lmgse o1 A6 G T NG =
:ﬁ:b/.;'l'/;! Ju:/lgﬁg'i/)luf}ojﬁ/?/;!/‘ﬁyd/?ﬁu”/&t?;
S T 28 =lp L ST K onbd o Slsatl
_bﬁpmf”'v{l44‘,5@1le(gp,gruf&d/gv{w{r)z_m
_/ﬁéuf",fuzé/dh,/?/kt;zcuu/ﬂfuﬁ}d&gg/i
u:;@)d/yu‘f".,g‘z.n!/“;f/?/ﬁén/,wl.ufL.:,gulégc,
KT 3T B S F U el S s S Untd Ut et

I Broadly speaking religious life may be divided into three periods.
These may be described as the periods of ‘Faith’, “Thought’, and
‘Discovery.” In the first period religious life appears as a form of
discipline which the individual or a whole people must accept as an
unconditional command without any rational understanding of the
ultimate meaning and purpose of that command. This attitude may be
of great consequence in the social and political history of a people, but
is not of much consequence in so far as the individual’s inner growth
and expansion are concerned. Perfect submission to discipline is
followed by a rational understanding of the discipline and the ultimate
source of its authority. In this period religious life secks its foundation
in a kind of metaphysics - a logically consistent view of the world with
God as a part of that view. In the third period metaphysics is
displaced by psychology, and religious life develops the ambition to
come into direct contact with the Ultimate Reality.
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I Rise above sectional interests and private ambitions, and learn to
determine the value of your individual and collective action, however
directed on material ends, in the light of the ideal which you are
supposed to represent. Pass from matter to spirit. Matter is diversity;
spirit is light, life and unity. One lesson I have learnt from the history
of Muslims. At critical moments in their history it is Islam that has
saved Muslims and not vice -versa. If today you focus your vision on
Islam and seek inspiration from the ever-vitalising idea embodied in it,
you will be only reassembling your scatters forces, regaining your lost
integrity, and thereby saving yourself from total destruction. One of
the profoundest verses in the Holy Quran teaches us that the birth
and rebirth of the whole of humanity is like the birth and rebirth of a
single individual. Why cannot you who, as a people, can well claim to
be the first practical exponents of this superb conception of humanity,
live and move and have your being as a single individual? I do not
wish to mystify anybody when I say that things in India are not what
they appear to be. The meaning of this, however, will dawn upon you
only when you have achieved a real collective ego to look at them. In
the words of the Quran, “Hold fast to yourself; no one who erreth can
hurt you, provided you are well guided” (5:104). Latif A. Sherwani,
Speeches, Writings & Statements of Iqbal, Iqgbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore,
2009, p.29.
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The Prophet is central to Islam; there can be no doubt about
this to a Muslim. Igbal makes God underline this centrality in
one of his most popular poems, Jawab-e-Shikwa, ‘Reply to the
Complaint’. God is replying to the equally popular Shikwa,
‘Complaint’, and concludes thus:

If you are faithful to Muhammad then I am yours. What is this

universer To write its destiny the tablet and the pen are yours.

Ki Muhammad say wafa tu nay to hum teray hain

Ye jahan cheese hay kia luh o kalam teray hain.

If people in the West did not comprehend how dearly
Muslims revere the Prophet, in their turn Muslims never
appreciated the full impact in the West of their death threat to
the author and the burning of his book. These actions have

deep cultural meaning and resonate in history. They touch the
rawest of nerves in the people of the Western world. Many of
what they perceive as their grandest achievements and noblest
ideas ate involved. Ideally these include the principles of
freedom of speech, expression and movement; of the
abhorrence of censorship; of the respect for debate; of an
open and free society (that is why Voltaire was so frequently

cited). p.169
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! Humanity needs three things today - a spiritual interpretation of the
universe, spiritual emancipation of the individual, and basic principles
of a universal import directing the evolution of human society on a
spiritual basis. Modern Europe has, no doubt, built idealistic systems
on these lines, but experience shows that truth revealed through pure
reason is incapable of bringing that fire of living conviction which
personal revelation alone can bring. This is the reason why pure
thought has so little influenced men, while religion has always elevated
individuals, and transformed whole societies. The idealism of Europe
never became a living factor in her life, and the result is a perverted
ego secking itself through mutually intolerant democracies whose sole
function is to exploit the poor in the interest of the rich. Believe me,
Europe today is the greatest hindrance in the way of man’s ethical
advancement. The Muslim, on the other hand, is in possession of
these ultimate ideas of the basis of a revelation, which, speaking from
the inmost depths of life, internalizes its own apparent externality.
With him the spiritual basis of life is a matter of conviction for which
even the least enlightened man among us can easily lay down his life;
and in view of the basic idea of Islam that there can be no further
revelation binding on man, we ought to be spiritually one of the most
emancipated peoples on earth. Farly Muslims emerging out of the
spiritual slavery of pre-Islamic Asia were not in a position to realize
the true significance of this basic idea. Let the Muslim of today
appreciate his position, reconstruct his social life in the light of
ultimate principles, and evolve, out of the hitherto partially revealed
purpose of Islam, that spiritual democracy which is the ultimate aim of
Islam. (Allama Muhammad Iqbal, The Reconstruction of the Religions
Thonght in Istam, 11c, 2-Club Road, Lahore, 20006, p.142.)
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However, there is little adventure or postmodernist expression
in evidence. This is not surprising. There have been periods in
many Muslim countries when art was actively discouraged. At
the best of times, patrons are difficult to find and even more
difficult to hold. The expression of art in Muslim society is,
therefore, doubly to be appreciated in the sterile landscape.
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Little wonder that Igbal, surveying Muslim achievements,
chided Muslims in Jawab-e-Shikwa, when comparing them to
their glorious ancestors, with the contemptuous refrain, ‘What
are you’?

Akbar S. Ahmed, Postmodernism and Islam: Predicament and
Promise, Routledge, New York, 1992, p.201
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It is time regarded as an organic whole that the Quran
describes as Taqdir or the destiny.... Destiny is time regarded
as priot to the disclosure of its possiblities. It is time freed
from the net of causal sequence - the diagrammatic

character which the logical understanding imposes on it.
(Reconstruction, p. 40)

A B o n Gt
The Quranic view of the destiny of man is partly ethical, partly
biological. (Reconstrucion)
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As the Qur’an says: ‘God created all things and assigned to
each its destiny.” The destiny of a thing then is not an
unrelenting fate working from without like a task master; it is
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the inward reach of a thing, its realizable possibilities ‘which lie
within the depths of its nature, and serially actualize
themselves without any feeling of external compulsion.
(Reconstrucion, p.40)
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In the final lines of Igbal Shikwa and Jawab-i-Shikwa:
Complaint and Answer, Igbal’s Dialogue with Allah, God
concludes his reply to a Muslim’s lamentation on his
condition:

If you are true Muslims your destiny is to grasp what you
aspire. If you break not faith with Muhammad, we shall always
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be with you./ What is this miserable wotld? To write the world
a history pen and tablet we offer you.

Muslims bear responsibility for their own miseries. It is only
they who can turn history to their advantage. Such is the
message of Complaint and Answer, which formulates the
practical, political concern that underlies all of Igbal’s work,
the problem of decadence in the East. For Igbal, human
volition produces history, not unseen forces of either spiritual
or material origin; fatalism and mechanism deprive the self of
its vitality, creativity, and force.

Robert D. Lee, Overcoming Tradition and Modernity:The
Search for Islamic Authenticity, Westview Press, Boulder Co.,

1997, p.63.
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The smoothness and flow of his verse is remarkable; and in
his more impassioned moments the reader is carried on
irresistibly as over a swift and stately current. Not the least
among his assets is his mastery of rhyme, which anyone who
reads his Shakva, or the concluding part of Javab-e-Shakva,
and stops to analyze the source of his poetic enjoyment, can
see for himself. Igbal writes out of a full heart. The strength of
him emotions is almost inexhanstible, and however excessive
the demand he may make on them, the supply does not run
short.

Muhammad Sidiq, A History of Urdu Literature, Oxford

University Press, London, 1964. p. 382
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Ha-li’'s Madd-o-Jazt-i-Islam (TheTide and Ebb of Islam)- a
poem of unique significance in the cultural history. of South
Asian Muslims-is a musaddas, as are “Shikwa” (Complaint)
and “Jawab-i-Shikwa” (Reply to the Complaint)-an exchange
with God-by Muhammad Igbal “Igbal” (1877-1938).

OThe Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics 4th

Edition, Contributors: Roland Greene - Editor, Stephen
Cushman — Editor, Clare Cavanagh - Editor, Jahan Ramazani
- Editor, Paul Rouzer — Editor. Princeton University Press,
Princeton, NJ, 2012, p.1497
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1. Knowledge & Religious Experience
2. The philosophical Text of the Revelations of Religious
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The Conception of God and the Meaning of the Prayer
The Human Ego - His Freedom and Immorality
The Spirit of Muslim Culture
The principle of Movement in the structure of Islam
Is Religion Possible?
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I saw with my own eyes the Sibyl of Cumae hanging in a cage,

and when the boys asked her; Sibyll What do you want? She
replied: I want to die.
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The general view of the poem is that it offers no evidence of

2
positive bleif.

We see only the negative side of the myth that Eliot wanted us
to see; the postive side remains hidden.3
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U T.S. Eliot, The Waste Land, San Diego, Harcoust Brace, 1994.

2 Robert E. Knoll, Storm over the Waste Land, Scott, Foresman, 1964,
p.11.

3 William Pratt, Singing the Chaos: Madness and Wisdom in Modern Poetry,
Universtiy of Missouri Press, Columbia, Missouri 65201, 1996, p.217.

4 Harold Bloom (Ed.), T. S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, Infobase Publishing,
Chelsea House, 132 West 31st Street, NY 10001, 2007, p.236
Lawrence Rainey, Revisting “The Waste Land” Duke & Company,
Devon, Pennsylvania, 2005, p.125.
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