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Philosophical & Theological Letters
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1. Letter No. 234 Vol 1 written to Muhammad Sadiq, his eldest son.1
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1 He was the eldest son of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi kuown as
the Mujaddid. He was born in 1000/15691-2 at Sirhind, and
studied under the guidance of his father. He pledged Bai'a to
Khwajah Baqi Billah and completed his spiritual practices under

his father Shaikh Sirhindi. Muhammad Sadiq died in 1024/1615,
(See Rawnf Ahmad, Jawahir-i Awliya [Lahore n. d.] pp.

100-130).
2 See, however, p. 30, line 2, 3 LDy &b,
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1 LDI _,.-E .

2 His real name was Muhammad, and Muhy-ad-Din Ibn al-*Arabi
is his title, He was born in Andulus:a in 560/1164-65. He
settled at Damascus, He was an encyclopaedic writer and
there are 400 books to his credit. Fusiisal-Hikam and Fulithat
Makkiyah are his monumental works. ' He promulgated the
theory of pantheism (Wahdat al-Wwujiid). He passed away in
638/1240-41.

(See Niz&mi Bad&yoni, Qamis al-Mashahir (B&daynn, 1924)
Vol. 1 p. 25.
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1 o4 d4ay refers'to the doctrine that the world, although ex-
ternally existent, is, nevertheless, not absolutely real and co-
ordinate with God'’s existence,

2 LBI 4::.5".

3 Add ed.
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¢ E.g. Qur'dn, VIII : 7 ; XXXIII : 4.
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breathed his last in 426/1030 and was buiied at Lahore.
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3 He was the third son of the Mujaddid end was born in
1007/1598-99. He studied under his father, his elder brother
Muahmmad Sadiq and Shaikh Muhammad T&hir of Lahore.
He completed his studies at the age of 16 years. Subsequently
he committed to memory the Holy Qur’an in a short period of 3
months. He pledged Bai‘a to his father Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi
and succeeded to his father's Khslafar in 1034/1624 cn the
latter’s demise.

His epistles were compiled in 3 volumes. Many Amirs of
Shahjahln’s period were his spiritual disciples, (See Q&dri,
Muhammad Ayab, Tadhkirah-i-*Ulama-i-Hind (UrdQ translation)
Karachi, 1961, pp. 470-71).

¢ ‘Adud al-D1n Tji’s well-known book on scholastic philosophy, the
Mawagif, is one of the best books on the subject in Arabic. On
this book a distinguished scholar Sharif ‘Alj b, Muhammad al-
Jurjani (d. 818 /1415 wrote a commentary known as Sharh-al-
Maudgif (See *‘Abd-al-Rahim, Lubah-al-Ma'arif al-‘limsah,
(Peshawar, 1918) p. 135.
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1 i.e. letters Nos. 260 (above No.3), 261 and 263 (all Vol. I).

2 Mir Nu'm&n was one of the famous Khalifas of Shaikh Ahmad -
Sithindl. He was born at Badakhshan in 977/1469-70 After
cumplctin% his studies he came to India. He approached
Khwajah Baqi Billsth and after his demise he completed his
spiritual practices under the guidance of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhind1.
There are numerous epistles of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi, addressed
to him. He died on 18 Safar 1060/1650 and was buried at Agra.
(See Ranf Ahmad, op. cit., pp. 320—22).

3 Shaikh Taj-al-Din of Sanbhal was the prominent Khalifa of
Khwajah Baq1 Billsh. After the demise of the Khwaja he migrat-
ed to Hijaz and introduced the Naqshabndi order in Yaman,
Najd, Hij&z, etc., where he had a large number of spiritual dis-
ciples. He wrote and translated many books in Arabic. Among
his monumental works al- Risalah-s-Sultik Khul3sah al-Sadat-s-
Nagshbandiak is very famous. He translated Jami's Ngfhat-al-
Uns and Kashf-i-Rashhat into Arabic. He died in 1640 A.D. (See
Ikram, Shaikh Muhammad, Rud-i-Kauthar (Lahore, 1958) pp.
206—208).
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3 Lﬂl D; OIml.

4 Khwajah Naqshband (d. 791/1389) was the founder of the
Nagshbandiah order of sofis.
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t hrnéir Kalal (d. 772/1380 was a great Shaikh of Nagshbandiah
order,
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4 He was a great scholar and contemporary of Shaikh Nizam-al-Din
of Dihli (d. 725/1325), He held the rank of Qadj at Dibli. His
book Nisab-al-Ihtisab is held in high esteem, (See Qadri,
Muhammad Ayab, op. cit. pp. 255-56).
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5. Letter No. 31 (Vol. III) written to Mulls Badr al-Din2
concerning the World of Spirits, the World of Symbols and the

World of Bodies ;
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1 i.e. Hussam al-Din, a disciple of Baq! bi-llah.

2 He was a resident of Sirhind and was one of the chief disciples of
Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi, His monumental work is Hadaral-al-Quds
in two volumes (See Ranf Ahmad, op. cit. p. 335).
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6. Letter No. 216 (Vol. 1) written to Mirzi Huss&m al-Din.6
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S Qur'sn, XVIII: 10. v
6 Huss&m-al-Din, the son of Q&di Niz&m Badakhsh&ni, was born in
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077/1569-70. He was given a high place of trust among the officials
in the reign of Akbar. He was married to the sister of the
famous ‘Allam] Shaikh ‘Abu al-Fadl. He was appointed to the
Deccan in the companionshipof ‘Abd al-Rahim Kh&n-i-kh&n&n,
In the prime of his youth, he gave up all connection with his
relatives and eschewed luxury and lust from his life. He was the
disciple of Khwajah Baqi Billzh. He died in 1042/1632-33. (See
Shahnawiz Kh&n, Samsim al-Daulah, Ma'athir al-Umara’,
Vol. 111, p. 323-24 (Calcutta, 1891). '
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7. Let'er No, 3 (Vol. II) written to his son Muhammad 5a‘1d.2
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I Shaikh ‘Abd-al-Ahad, the father of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindil. He
was one of the famous Khalifas of Shaikh ‘Abd-al-Quddas of
Gangoh (d. 945/1538-39), the leading Shaikh of Chishtia order.

2 Khwijah Muhammad Sa‘1td was the second son of Shaikh Ahmad
Sirhindi. He was born in 1005/1586-7 at Sirhind. He studied
under his elder brother Khw#ja S&diq, Shaikh Tahir of Lahore
and his father Shaikh Ahmad. Special field of his studies was
Hadith, He died in 1070/1659-60 and was buried at Sirhind

(See Ranf Ahmad, op. cit. pp. 103—108).
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9, Extract from letter No. 254 (Vol. I) about the status of
the Ka'bah and the Qur'an2 written to Mulls Ahmad Barki3 :
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1 Qur'sn, XVIII : 10. The long appendix of this letter has been
omitted here.

2 This position was later reversed in letter No. 77 of Vol. IIL.

3 Mulls Ahmad Barki was born at Barki, a place situated
between K&bul and Qandhfr. One of his friends, who was a
trader, came to India and took back with him some letters written
by Shaikh Ahmad Sirhind1. When Mullz Ahmad went through
these letters, he was much impressed and he came to Sirhind.
He became the spiritual disciple of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi and
subsequently he became his Khalifa. After some time he return-
ed to %is native place. He died in 1026/1617. (See Raaf Ahmad,

op. cit., p. 332).
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10. Letter No. 290 (Vol 1) written to Mullz Ea&shim,! con-
taining an autobiogrpal ical azcount of Shaikh Ahmad's spiritual

development :
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1 Mullx Heshim was a famous Khaiifa of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi.
He came to India to get perfection in spiritual sciences and
pledged at the hands of Mir Nu'mén at Burh&npur. Subse-
quently Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi guided him to attain perfection
and appointed him bis Khalifa. He continued preaching in the

Deccan. Zubdat al-Mugamat is one of his monumental works. He
was interred at BurhzZnpur (See Ranf Ahmad, op. cit, pp. 324-23).
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APPENDIX

An extract from letter No. 202 (Vol. 1) concerning the interme-
diacy of the Murshid :
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II. Extract from letter No. 291 (Vol. I} written to ‘Abd
al-Hayy2:
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1 Eha:kh ‘Abd al-Hayy, one of the prominent Khalifas of Shaikh
Ahmad Sirhindi, compiled one of the three volumes of the
Mujaddid's epistles.. He passed away in 1070 A.H.[1653-60 a.C,
(Nagshbandi, Muhammad Hasan, op. cit., p. 373).
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12. Extract from letter No. 289 (Vol. I) written to Mulla Badr
al Din, concerning divine predestination. .
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1 Grammatically there is no answer to the condition in what
follows.
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13. Letter No. 220 (Vol. IL written to Hamid Bangali! con-
cerning the origin of the mistakes of the Sufi claims :
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I He was a famous Khalifa of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi. Shaikh
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for preaching and propagating Islam. He passed away in
Mangal Kot and was buried there. (See Ralf Ahmad, op. cit.,

p. 330)
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PART II
Shaikh Sirhindi in the World



These letters show the response of Shaikh Ahmad to the actual
environment of his times, Most of them were written to certain
important Muslim Amirs at the Mughal Court. Even if some of

this latter category are about doctrinal or mystical points covered
in the first part, they have, nevertheless, been included here,

because they are not strictly personal but are intended to have a
general influence through these dignitaries. On the other hand,
less important personal letters have been omitted.

1. Letter No. 23 (Vol. I) written to ‘Abd al-Rahim! Kh&n-i-
Kh&nin;

aadl oLl s Jldl e bl JEJI o [..ﬂ._l! 9 wilmae Sl UL£
s oade el el ol Gpraadl A1 A Loy o Y] e
&l Famy 3 - WaST ol oo 9 Lol Slghall oo W1 Je
5o 3 ¢ Ll Golall Alladl #YI by Ll « J6 e
e odld B S L Ol Al Oledy r'ﬁL""u‘
hm 3 Jpdl 3 e N
Jupdl wny oo dyuel vy
W 3wl Bl Bl NS k) B FY1 Ll lel
e g ¢ oo Jusb ¢ RV 2egne WA OF - Es e S
Ol (it & 9 .JLn_*ﬂJJ.; tl.‘.l gealaztl gyl Jhe oy
! ‘Abd al-Rahim Khan-i-Khinin was the famous Amir of Akbar's

reign. He was born in 964 A. H./1556 A. C. He was a great
scholar and poet. He translated the Tsuzuk-i-Baburi from Turkish

i to Persian. He died in 1032 A. H./1622-3 A.C. and was
buried at Dilhy (See Shahnawaz Khan, op. cit,, vol. I, pp.

693="T13).
2 Ed.: A, LDy Dj p=n
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1A Gioly .
2 Ed. : A LDy D, 3!y else 131y at the beginning of the sentence

has no apodosis.
3 Qur'an, XIV : 24.
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1 LD, D; om, 2 LD, D, om.

3 A.add. 4. 4 LD; Dy phdly slslall,

> A (marg.) 4 .

6 i.e. even after onc reaches the mystic truth one must not equate
kufr with Islam, :

1 LDy D, om, 8 Under j3ies , not jstas _né ,
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2. Letter No. 25 (Vol. I) written to Khwaja-i-Jahfin :
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1 Ed. : A LD; D, &5, . 2 Ed.: ALD; D, sliai ,
3 Qur'sn, 1I : 221,
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3. Letter 43 (Vol. I) written to Nawab Murtads Kh&n (known
as Shaikh Farid)! :
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¢ 30 NleE Gl s gl 3t 5 ¢ D Yled 1y | eyl w2l A
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1 Shaikh Farld Bukhari whose title was Nawab Murtada Khan, was
a prominent Amir of Akbar and Jahingir's reign. He played
an important role in the succession of Jah&ngir to throne after
the death of Akbar in 1605 A. C. and also for the establishment

of the Shari'a. He passed away in 1025 A. H.[1616 A. C. (See
Shihnawaz Khin, op. cit., Vol. II. pp. 633=41).

2 A (marg) 335 £ .
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1 Known as Muhaddith i-Dihlaw1. Shaikh ‘Abd al-Haq son of
Saif al-Din was born in 958 A, H./1551 A. C at Dihli. After
completing bis studies in India, he went to Hijaz for higher
study of Hadith and learned it with Shaikh *‘Abd al-Wahab
Mutraqi. After returning to India he devoted bhis life
to the promulgation of Hadith. He is a renowned author of
standard books on Hadith, figh, mysticism and history.

Shaikh ‘Abd al-Haq was the disciple of Sayyid Musa Qadr1 and
he died in 1052 A.H./1642-3 A.C. (See Qadr], Muhammad Aylb,
op. cit., pp. 276-78).

2 LDy Dy cns - 3 _,5'._;”,5“ is a tax officer.

4 i.e. this world “‘comprising both causes and reasons’’.
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| (marg.) Of . 2 A small coin.
3 j.e. with the affairs of this world.
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‘AL '5'”'1..?" ":"Lt.’ﬁ‘

5 Ll elyball oo ol Jos wde ol J201 At o il ke
g’ s el ol ghall wle JU ¢ S| el 3 oladll o
ey Y g il e s S o £ Bk ST S O
d)T s |y dalie @b il W A OT ol L Ue
o vay S pd g calie 3 Jha 3 ola pud l Wbue B Syl
5 . 4 s it OU Dl ol S1 313 Gyt 3amaly ¢ el
il LBl Sl s ool ¢ 22l 03y B wag ) slas ;:_'IE:ME
¢l lewﬁufﬁamhmﬁ@jﬁj .L;.._I'LTJ:;:}'LS-.‘:,;‘
Copan L b € A8 L3 @pas jd Olasy Sl el Jdh
Al pa plel B iy ¢ ciS papie i g3 ylyn el

25U Jeas ol ©oles ¢ wilew dilkie WY1 g 250" i yd

9, Letter No. 62 (Vel. I) written to the same :

galis 3 els Gl 3 it gay 1 WS (S bl Cam
iz ¢ 28 0k OT Opeis “wallas Xisyy 03500 jke OU 1)y 355
oSl el 3 pSake mid s WS yN diy s @S el Wb L
Gldad] oy lehaail @lylall po Wl Je 5 wle a2V (Sua Loy
e Bl om 5 kbl 5 B ke fo wibew & Lz ¢ glaST]
2L J6
T O R e R P R R
bl i 1L 1 gz ¢ sga)d dylys g loal Jad pae € UK
O 1 87 3] g Saq 3 ¢ Sl 9 ola om ) ol Jgegt Gl

: LD1 :Dg :_J"v-l' . 2 A, l.'-‘l-_,f [MEI’E} -'i‘,.{-.
3 j.e. one who prays for you,



Sk e Sl 1 AA

9 il ELHLQQHWJ;-I&TQQI_,; SlUb ¢ el
oAl gl 5 my w ol 3 N5 ol glai g oyl sl
ol 552 3 ¢ (89 1 cal gyl Slped 3l ¢ 390 SAa] pais
wh m oS ,a ool g OF W ¢ wlhle Jo bay g sla=
¢ b 222l 9l pgS2 way ¢ gt 9 AL ) @Il WS lpR (o 6 O
o = e ot G S Sl Coel 0] i 2 53
PP STRPOU RPF R s PP e WS35 1y d9n i jld s
3 calyy 9ol il gl Sbla Joad W 0358 U S o 4 O
JI‘_].E-J;,:-;_;M;C,J-L_!&-!&J;;HAI ._"..i;udl,_i_nﬁ_,d;
cedlys B S ol gl el 6 1y ol e Sl 03587 i
w30 o )l Aakially 313) sL AN 3 el 3)ly (el g 0
y wWoake o5 g5 slia e ULl Y L W G Wl e (2 O
Ws Jpvan o ol OF wauly) (Glad 3 wilmee Sl G i pis
gu';.u.‘;,.a.q,fﬂ,.,,;;_.w.utnhpdwojm PR,
..:.I_,L.Jh.JT‘J.n_,..:h”\:,.:.r:SJEﬁﬁJi-l-,lLﬂJs':-HJJL:,-U
0T e Jpie 3 ol il 931,00 B 33 W15 ¢ leladl
ST 33 cafn 5 el 5 Slghall pede Ll a1 3gmaie
Silyy ahy St @t ¢l bl i g edE 3 wF
395 Oy AT 33 Jomt gyt Slazic W 8 5 ¢ AT ek 3yly Gl
- 3l oz gy Gldd Sla
S gl Slaq W1 93 weyd pBal I oS O 1A
WKy 1 38 03,5 35k 350 ) o5 Wyl layle 9 Sl I ol
)l il p capd slads WSoolyle s B ol
5 ololy 53 Oy 5 Oliagt ¢ W1 Gl shlpy S3he 9 N



1AY OIS

Sl g wxdST A e Lol 51 e Ll ¢ K1 a3 e clyle
—3l 45T lal o rl:uﬁ_%n:ﬁ'diﬂ ORI TR TR Y
51l 5 dadgee ol ey E g3l 03905 ol O ay WS
i e 5 O3yas plab g ¢ A5 G 35 B WSl WSO
flo Ll 3,8 :jjlnﬂlebqéJJ:mljéucqﬁrﬁg
e 51 e WS 03,5 13] sl 1) 31l i Sy 33 9 ¢ A2l
Al Sl W it Pl WST I ol A 18—l O3y e
<Al sl g 1y all K s Wl Pl

STl G GUgale & jl 5 2955 S50 et U Waadl
oyt G odl Sy P @l WhH LS ¢ cul Jie ol 53,5
K8l C_,..‘-_,...J'..&I VI WY “and “wek ¢ Al sl
¢ ol ,__.....Jl_;ciHQT_,:.,JnS'Jwﬂ'JjJ:.UJIJJUT'mJT
wa Crog il S5 81 31 paslel ST Gl s il K
o Ml a3 g gLzl |y web

DY Sl g3 )i oy r.f-'-'.r' Yol U

ol ol K W de a8 AT A5 plia g3 i oy
AL gsdn?? o pAdly Slsball wle JU ¢ 2587 L QLT s
¢ oad ayle wel” ol SUST 51 cdy wey W CRIYT WY ol
33 Sl 0l Egdm 33 ¢l Bkt ol )3 0yl ey ylel ol W51
w0l 3 gt Wy 33 1) e 3 kT 51 57l al UL
do phadly ¢ Ks Wy g AT ey oy ool vl R0 'y 59
Sl ghall WI Je g wle haddl dygle oAl 5 4l pdl e
- Slaleudl| 9



| Gy e S 435 14

10. Letter No. 53 (Vol. I) written to the same :

AT PR g R RN WSO B3l fe wibew Kl
o5 il a3ge OLEIG ls 355 3 53 w8 Glhawe L2 s 1 O
Jles Ol 3 2224 pidha W 5 1y jlans e 1 S )les
Baendl ¢ 3955 Wil Sl g4 R U o dndl 00,5 eyl
o gl g s euldt ve Al b Ol ¢ I3 Je wibne
Py v ()]

- ol e i vyt P Oy eyt i Opp N
iy 9 OB 13l Ol g3 Syapal - ek O Hlbl 5 5 wdlin
- 3ga ylys )3 WS e A ol Yyl Ol |y a8
Jil 39 jlans slle W WIS (0 o ¢ Opig P ol
5|l (gllae 30 el w2238 cally 3 ola om JluS K S
r!fﬁ.h,.__,._ﬂﬁﬁiﬂhmm o Al g cw sl msd
§ ¢ 3p6 iyt 3 Ak Sl 6 i s b el ol
sy okl &3 Joug? ) OF 3 ¢ 291 flgst Oleys G Ol
e il Gl O 33 ¢ ad qlgs Al (23 e HlBU ¥ el
wr oS ol o 33 S Oly s e ealll Oy j3 1) e
SU LAl g6 ad yhs G o F Sl S8 3yl et
- eyl sl A e 3 S e wWiloe

A o Ap T Ol P2l sl D Pl K3 S
Plﬁgjlwaf_!ﬁah_ v 9 10y -..':-_,;.T;_sl‘i.r-jl_,ﬂ
sl Iy e o2l Gl e AU dn 2525 g S ¢ o

1 A4, (marg.) ). 2 A (marg.) =dail .

3 Ed.:hD;B;:.



140 S e Sl 5

mﬁuaa-,?r-gﬂef‘huffﬁd’ﬂ‘faﬁ'uﬁu?h-.uf
by e O 5 plle Olyust ol alls 33090 Wity GIRS (O
(R o O gk g ¢ cl Gl G ay e A ¢ Sl
ly onad eil S325* ¢ Al il by e AL 1) dASl 5 culy
Slle cil ¢ sy ) OF o ¢ el wiandd J 3 p U WS A
_ Al gk NSl g 1521 4o 9 ¢ """':'ru" L )8 iy ol
15 Syan F I dlE W plle
w5 gy S ¢ el o5 REus5
plusl wily g O3 J=U c:-_-'-#ﬁ W TERETE WS Pl
ot Ky ¢ N e 2070 s G1E Osn 058 Ayl ps
Sl weame il QUL Ol LIS |C% [P b gt ) B
_;;;wt.u,.u adls 3y dlae ‘Wawy 1y gae ol Ll S5le (o

11. Letter No. 64 (Vol. I) writien to the same |
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12. Letter No. 63 (Vol, I) written to the same :
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1 Add. ed. 2 Add. ed.

3 His real name was Jalal al-Din son of Shaikh Ahmad Kabir. He
was born in 707 A.H/1307 A.C. at Uch in Bahawalpiir Division.
He was the spiritual disciple and Khalifa of Shaikh Rukn al-Din
of Mul:in. He rendered great services in preaching and
promulgation of Islam in the territory of West Pakistan. His
Malfizat command very much respect among of Ulima’
and Shfis. He passed away in 785 A.I{./13383 A.C. (See Qadrt,
Muhammad Ayib, Makhdiim Jahanian Jahangasht, Karachi,
1963).
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13. Letter No. 65 (Vol. I) written to Khan-i-A‘zam3 :

el g ALY alkel Je R B I e R

VEDy ¥ 2 Qur'an, XVIL 81.
3 He was the younger son of Shams al-Din Muhammad Kh&n Atga
and his name was Mirza ‘Az1z. He was of the same age as

(4 weiw B usila wir)
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Akbar and also his playmate. He had great intimacy with

Akbar, and enjoyed his grace and favour. Akbar used to say
‘'between me and *Aziz there is the link of a river of milk which
cannot be crossed’’.

It is said that Kh&n-i-A‘zam did in no way accept prostra-
tion to the King (Sajdah), the shaving of the beard and the other
innovations which had been established at Akbar's court. On
the contrary he kept a long beard.

In the 18th year Kh&n-i-A'zam was sent off as guardian and
companion to DEwar Bakhsh, the son of Khushraw, who had
been appointed governor of Gujrst. He died in Ahmadabéd in

1033 A. H./1624 A. C. He was unique for sharpness of intellect
and fluency of speech. He sometimes wrote poetry. (See
Shahnawaz Khin, op. cit., vol. L., pp. 675-693).
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14, Letter No, 66 (Vol. I) written to the same :
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16. Letter No. 68 (Vol. I) written to Khdn-i-A‘zam ;
I lgae ¢ wibewe ,:-.-[-_JJ::J’I

1 Allusion to the hadith : ‘:-'JF v oo sk gl f-: d O0@ as
2 j.e. we are recipients of God’s favour,
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16. Letter No. 69 (Vol. I) written to the same :
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17, Letter No, 71 (Vol. I) written to Kh&n-i-Kh&n#&n’s son,
Darabl ;
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1 Mirz& Darab was the second son of the Khan-i-Kh&nan ‘Abd
al-Rahim. He was always with his father and distinguished
himself in many compaigns. When, in the 14th year of Jahfin-
gir's reign, his brother Shihnawaz Khan died, he received the
rank of 5000 2@ and horse and in the place of his brother
became governbr of Berar and Ahmadnagar. In the end of the
9th year Darab Khin joined Sult&n Parwez’'s army. An order
of Jah&ngir came to Mahabat Khin whereby he was bound
and immediately had his head cut off and despatched in 1034
A. H./1625 A. C. (See Shahnawaz Khan, op. cit., vel. II, pp.

14=17).
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18. Letter No. 81 (Vol. I) written to Lala Baigl :
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I His tittle was Baz Bahadur and he was one of the leading amlrs

of Jab&ngir's court. He was governor of Bengal. He died in
1016 A. H./1607-8 A.C. (See Chishti, YOsuf Salim, Anwiar-i-

Mujaddid, Lahore, 1261 p. 96.)
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19. Letter No. 163 (Vol. I) written to Shaikh-i-Farid :
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1 Qur'an, LXII ; 4. 2 Qur'an, IX : 73.
3 Qur'an, LXVII : 4, 4Aa.
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4 See further on this point No. 39 below.
5 {.e. prayer. 6 Qur'an, XIII : 14,
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21. Letter No, 167 (Vol. I), written to a Hindu, Hardaj R&m :
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22. Letter No. 191 (Vol, 1), written to Khan-i-Kh&n&n :
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23, Letter No. 193 (Vol I), written to Shaikh-i-Far1d :
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24, Letter No 194 (Vol. T), written to Sadr.i-Jahen :
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26. Letter No. 168 (Vol. 1), wr'tten to Khian-i-Khinan :
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1 Le. may the study of mysticism lead you to the truth of
Shari’a values,
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32. Lelter No. 29 (Vol. II), written to Shaikh-i-‘Abd al-Haqgq
(called Muhaddith-i-Dihlawi) :
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1 Allusion to Qur'an : x5, <l VII, 172.
2 Add. ed. 3 Add. ed.

4 Qur'an XXIII, 63 ; XXX, 32.
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the relations between the King and Shaikh Ahmad remained
not only undisturbed but that they improved. It is even
claimed by some that Jahanglr hardly took any mcmentous
decision without consulting Shaikh Ahmad. However, the
last four letters of Part 11 of the text clearly show that
Shaikh Ahmad was, during the last years of his life, in
military detention. Gorakhpari'® says that Shaikh Ahmad
was with the king in the army for a long time and that
from Lahore they went 10 Sirhind and from there to Dibli
and Ajmer. The author of the Zubdah (p. 161) says that
:during the last three years of his life he passed over a
number of places i the company of the army. ' On page 272
of the same work the word ‘‘detention (nazar-bandi)” is used
to describe the situation of Shaikh Ahmad in the army. The
Shaikh himself speaks of ‘‘being in the army involuntarily
and unwillingly’’;° and again (in the same letter) of ‘‘con-
anement (man') ordered by the king'' and of ‘‘internment
(habs)’’. In Letter 45 he says, ‘‘People are continuously
watching our hardships (mihnat-ha) and are seeking to find
<ome way out of this trouble (madiq)” .

Why was Shaikh Ahmad detained in the army? Obviously
not, or not—even nstensibly—-&n’[irel}', for the benefit of the
forces, for the language used by the Shaikh himself to des-
cribe the situation seems to me clearly to contradict such
a view. Or, was the Sultan afraid of Shaikh Ahmad’s acti-
vities if he were set free? This seems to me the only satisfac-
tory answer. For Shaikh Ahmad was not released from
detention until the condition of his health had deteriorated
to a very low point, and when he returned home, a few
months prior to his death, he announced a complete retire-
ment from the public and finally died on Tuesday, 28
gafar, 1034 (10 Decemher 1624). His tomb in Sirhind 1is

ctill visited by thousands of devotees.

15. Op. cit., p- 83. 16. Text, part 11, Letter No. 43.
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given in Jahangir’s autobiography (Twzuk-i-Jahangini)
under the year 1027 A.H. :

(1) That Shaikh Ahmad was a cunning impostor.

(2) That hehad filled each part of the country and every
town with his “‘clever salesmen’* and propagandists
under the guise of disciples.

(3) That he had composed an imposing volume of Let-
ters wherein he set out certain heretical views.

(4) That Shaikh Ahmad appeared to the Emperor ‘‘ar-
rogant (khud pasand)’’.

(5) That Shaikh Ahmad was sent to the penitentiary so
that the ‘‘public upheaval (sh@rash-i-‘awamm)’’

should subside.

. Probably the imprisonment lasted for about a year.
Shaikh Ahmad was then released and honoured. What was
the reason for the change? Shaikh Ahmad had, clearly, not
given up his ideas. His disciples claim that the rebellion
of Mahabat KLan, father-in-law of the Leir-apparent, was
associated with Shaikh Ahmad’s imprisonment. This is ap-
parently pure fiction. His release must be attributed to the
good offices of his followers at the court. In any case, he
was not only released but was invited to the court to take
part in discussions. Letter No, 40 in Part IT of the text was
written to his sons from the Emperor’s Court. It states that
the Shaikh spoke on prophethood, on the weakness of reason
and several other subjects and that the King ‘‘listened
favourably’’. Two years after recording Shaikh Ahmad’s
imprisonment, the Tuzuk-i- Jahangiri also records that “‘two
thousand rupees were given to Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi’’.
Letter No. 41 1s addressed to the king himself, '

After this the picture becomes obscure again. All the
modern historians who have written on the subject say that

14. Zubdah, p. 336; Gorakhpiiri, pp. 88.9.
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letter was written much later!! towards the end of Shaikh
Ahmad’s life. Nevertheless, it is very likely that there were
some public complaints and protests.

Last but not least, it must be notedthat Shaikh Ahmad’s
treatise against the Shi‘ah could be suspected of having an
extra-Indian political meaning. His disciples have claimed!?
that the Risala was written at the bidding of “Abd Allah
Khan Uzbeg, the ruler of Transoxiana who was fighting
Shah ‘Abbas Safawi both theologically and politically.
There is no evidence of this in the treatise itself which ex-
plicitly states that it was written to counteract the Shi‘ah
influence in India. Neverthess, the opening sentence recalls
the politico-religious background beyond the Indian bor-
ders: ‘“The Shi‘ah, when ‘Abd Allah Uzbeg laid seige to
Mashhad, sent an epistle to the theologians of Transoxiana
in answer to the epistle of the latter. . . ‘When I learnt that
the purpose of the Shi‘ahepistle, after fcol-deceiving promis-
es, was to declare the three first Caliphs kafir. . .”’? This
fact, supplemented by the Shaikh's connections with Trans-
oxiana where he had his spiritual deputies (khulafa’), could
give rise to politico-religious suspicions.

The Shaikh was summoned to the court where the Em-
peror questioned him about his claim that he had risen to
stations higher than that of Aba Bakr. The Shaikh replied:
«This does not imply my superiority over Abu Bkr. When
you sit in your court and a humble man comes to you to
present his petition, he certainly rises higher than your
courtier Amirs in order to reach you. But this does not imply
his superiority, for when he goes back he is the same humble
man as he was before.”” The Shaikh, however, refused to
perform the prostration of respect (sajdat al-ta‘zim) before
the Emperor and was sent to jail in the Gwaliar Fort. The
following points are made in the account of the incident

11, Text, p. 125, note 3. 12, Gorakhpiri, p. B2
13. This treatise is printed at the end of the 3rd Volume of the Makrabat

pinrted in Dihli and Lucknow-
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pery, is reducible to this primal insight. But even apart
from this fact and speaking purely psychologically, Shaikh
Ahmad was not pretending or lying. He himself tells us in
m{e of his letters® that he was seriously perturbed by the
suggestions of his inner voice that he was greater than the
greatest in the Muslim Ummah and resolves the difficulty
by recourse once again to his theory of Z:/l and asl—-the
superiority he thought he had was only at a certain lower,
adumbral level. In the history of this discipline—which
ceeks to render man truly humble—instances are not lack-
ing of an opposite movement, of extravagant, preposterous
claims.

The situation at the Royal Court was tense. Jahdngir
had come to power through the backing of the Muslim or-
thodoxy, as is well-known. He now realized that he was in
danger of becoming their prisoner; he resented this. But
quite apart from his personal considerations, it is very likely
that he found the uncompromising attitude of the orthodoxy
difficult of implementation. The Hinda power which had
never been completely vanquished by the Muslims certainly
obtained fresh impetus, hope and vision through Akbar’s
policies. His mother was a Hinda, his wife Nar-i- Jahan—{or
whem his love has become a legend in India—a Shi‘a. Nar-
i-Jahan's nearest relatives weze in the highest posts. But
that is not all. Shaikh Ahmad’s followers and disciples were
working in the aimy as well, One of his disciples, Badi‘ al-
Din, was working at Agra, the capital and army head-quar-
ters, and his activities seem to have become the special object
of official suspicion.!® It also seems to be the case that many
among the public were alarmed at the titles to which Shaikh
Ahmad laid claims. One of his most eminent contemporaries
and a co-disciple of his, Shaikh ‘Abd al-Flaqq Dihlawj,
father of the hadith tradition in India, wrote a long letter
to Shaikh Sirhindi protesting against his claims. But this

@, Text, p. 164, line 23.166. 10. Zubdah, p. 336,
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doctrine : he trained an immense number of people and sent
them not only into the major towns of India but also to Af-
ghanistan and Transoxiana. Among the large number of
eminent contemporaries who became his disciples was Shaikh
Mirak, prince Dara Shikoh’s tutor.” It is also claimed that
the famous scholar ‘Abd al-Hakim of Sialkot became his
disciple (murid) ,*although I cannot check this because ‘Abd
al-Hakim's life is not accessible to me.

A large number of influential Amirs at the court were
his followers, to whom the majority of the letters in the
second part of this text are directed. The greatest among
these, the wise and wild Nawwab Murtada Khan, known
as Shaikh Farid, who subsequently became governor of
Lahore, did much to help the cause of Shaikh Ahmad
who had inherited the discipleship of this eminent figure
from his own master, Baqi Bi’'llzh. In his letters to
these Amirs, Shaikh Ahmad stressed the crisis of Islam
in India—both religious (at the hands of the sufis and
the Shi‘ah) and political (at the hands of the Hindas and
the Shi‘ah). He expounded the orthodox doctrine theologi-
cally and sufically, emphasized the need for total conversion
of the Emperor and demanded a new, radically anti-Hindu
royal policy that would crush the rising Hinda consciousness
of power.

Alongside of his teaching, Shaikh Ahmad also claimed
for himself the status of the Renovator of the Second Millen-
nium (Mujaddid-i-Alf-i-Thani). His claim basically meant
that he had, after Muhammad, rediscovered fully and
vigorously the meaning and purpose of the prophet’s mission.
The substance of his teaching lends, to my mind, strong
support to this conviction. Everything else he claimed, e.g.,
that in his spiritual flights he was shown a station higher
than that of Aba Bakr when stripped of its mystical dra-

7. Gorakhpliri, op, cit., p. 84.
8. Zubdah, p. 178; Gorakhplri, p. 85 It is known, however, that Sidlkot

defended Shaikh Ahmad's doctrines against bis critics.
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state of ‘differenceafter unity’ is the end of human endeavour,
Shaikh Ahmad proceeds to sum up:

¢V ou should note that when I was brought from intoxica-
tion to sobriety and from annihilation to restoration (at the
first stage of experience), I could see nothing but God in
every particle of my being. . . . From this station, I was
taken back to the state of Wonder and when I returned to
myself, I found God ‘with’ every particle of my being—not
‘in’ it. The previous stage now seemed much inferior to this
new one. Again I was taken back to the state of Wonder and
on restoration found that God was neither joined tothe World
nor separate fromit, neither inside it nor outside. . . . Once
again I was thrown back into Wonder and on return to
sobriety I found that God the Exalted has a relationship (to
the World) beyond the above-mentioned relationships (of
immanence and transcendence, etc.), and that that relation-
ship is of unknown quality (maghui al-kaifiyat). Once again
I went into the state of Wonder and this time experienced
a kind of ¢piritual contraction (gabd) upon return to myself.
I witnessed God without even that relationship of unknown
quality—without any relationship at all. .. and also witnes-
ced the world in this manner. At this point a special gnosis
was bestowed upon me which removed all relationships and
comparisons between God and the world altogther, although
I witnessed both, and I was made to understand that this
object of vision with this quality of transcendence is not
God Himself but is an image of the (Divine) relationship of
creation.”

The comparison between this language and that of al-
Ghazali’s account of gnosis is striking ; Shaikh Ahmad had
re-discovered orthodoxy through spiritual experience. He
now embarked on an intensive and feverish endeavour to
bring back sifism to orthodoxy. He wrote works like Risala
fi’l mabda’ wa'l-ma'ad (showing that the end of stifism is the
beginning of Islam, Risala dar Radd-i-Rawdfid (against the
Shi‘a) and a colossal number of letters propagating the true

e i a e i e — -
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been of some note at_the Royal Court.s

In 1007 A. 1. (1598 A. c.), on the death of his father,
Shaikh Abmad left Sirhind with the intention of proceeding
to Arabia for pilgrimage. When he reached Dihli he heard
that a great Nagshbandi Shaikh, Khwaja Baqi Bi'llah had
arrived there. Baqi Bi'llah, a cceval of Shaikh Ahmad, was
born in Kabul of a Samarqandi family and had recently im-
migrated to Dihli. On meeting Shzikh Ahmad he persuaded
the latter to postpone the journey to Mecca and stay with
him for a while. An account of his spirituzl career under the
new Shaikh is given by Shecikh Ahmad himself.6 After des-
cribing how in a period of just more than two months he had
rapidly passed through a number of spiritual stages (maga-
mat), Shaikh Ahmad continues:

““I attained to an extreme degree of Wonder (hairvah). At
this point I remembered a passage of (Ibn al-‘Arabi’s) Fusus,
which I had heard from my father; it says, ‘If you wish, you
may say that it (i.e. the world) is God ; or, if you like, you
may say that it is created ; or, if you desire, you may say
that it is God in one sense and creationin another: or finally,
if you prefer, you may speak of wonder (%airah), because both
are indistinguishable.” This passage made me satisfied in
general. Afterwards I went into the presence of the Shaikh
and described my condition ; he said, ‘As yet your intimate
presence (before God—Audir) is not pure. Continue with your
task until the real Existent (maqujwd) and the phantasmal
(mawuhiim) become clearly distinguishable.’ Iread before him
the passage from the Fuszg, which indicated indistinguish-
ability (of the two). The Shaikh said, ‘Shaikh (Ibn al-*Arabi)
has not described the state of a perfect safi, although some
stfis have maintained indistinguishability.’’’ After stating
that after two days this state was replaced by another
wherein God and the World emerged clearly distinguishable
from one another, and that his Shaikh told him that this

&, Gorakbpuri, Op, cit., p. 70. 6. Text, p. 133, line 11 £,
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thought he expounded the doctrine of the Unity of Being on
which he also wrote some poetry as he confesses later in his
Maktubat. The latter two treatises were reactions against
the Shi‘a influence generally and especially at the court and
against the philesophical scepticism of the two brothers
Abi'l-Fadl and Faidi whose influence on Akbar was one of
the great contributory factors to the crisis of orthodox
Islam at the court. :

It appears that at first Shaikh Ahmad’s relations with
Aba’l-Fadl and Faidi were good, so much so that he is said
to have been associated with Faidi in his venture to writea
commentary on the Qur’an entirely with undotted letters.
But once Abtu’l-Fadl, it is said, spoke in exuberantly
appreciative language of the Muslim philosophers, implying
disparagement of the orthodoxy. Thereupon Shaikh Ahmad
spoke of al-Ghazali's refutation of the philosophers and their
sciences and praised his al-Mwunqidh min Dal-alal. Abu’l Fadl
became angry and described al-Ghazali as “‘stupid’’ (na-ma*
giil). Shaikh Ahmad, wrathful, left the meeting.” According
to another report, Abt’'l-Fadl had raised serious doubts
about prophethood and this caused their separation and
provided the occasion for Shaikh Ahmad’'s treatise on
prophecy.* Both of these statements can be correct and
can be substantiated by what the contemporary historian
Bada'uni has to say about Abu’l-Fadl’s views.

This period of association and a knowledge of what trans-
pired at Akbar’s court seems to have been formative of Shaikh
Ahmad’'s stand, setting his mental-spiritual tone. Theground
for the amazingly rapid developments which took placein his
mind later under the direction of Khwaja Baqi Bi'llah was
prepared adequately in this period. After a few years, his
father came to Agra and took him back to Sirhind where he
continued to teach and write. On the way to Sirhind, he -
married a daughter of one Shaikh Sultan whoappears to have

3, Zubdah, p. 137. 4. Gorakhpiri, Op. cit., p. 70.
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Abhmad died two years before Shah Jahin’s accession and the
book itself was finished in the second year of his accession.
This is an illustration, although an extreme one, of the
chaotic material and the violent historical nonsense the
modern historian is faced with, A recent and more respec-
table attempt at the Shaikh's biography is Ihsan Allzh
Abbasi Gorakhpuri's, entitled Sawanih-i ‘Umri Hadrat-i
Mujaddid-i Alf-i Thani, Rampir (India), 1926. This work
discards much of the spiritual apocryphal drapery of the
earlier works and aims at being genuinely historical, but the
author obviously succumbs to the, in all appearance, extra-
vagant claims of Shaikh Ahmad’s followers about the role of
the Shaikh in the events of Jahangir’s reign, e.g., he accepts
the view that Mahabat Khin'’s rebellion was brought about
by the internment of the Shaikh by the Emperor, and is
generally highly uncritical.

Shaikh Ahmad Badr al-Din Abu’l-Barakat al-Farfqi
was born on 14 Shawwal, 971 A.H. (1563 A.C.) at Sirhind!
(in East Panjab), a town which was built by the order of
Firoz Shah Tughlaq to facilitate the shipments of revenue
to Dihli. His father, ‘Abd al-Ahad, was a spiritual disciple
of the famous Qadir1 safi, ‘Abd al-Quddas Gangohiand his
son Rukn al-Din. Before his affiliation to the Nagshbandi
order, Shaikh Ahmad was in Chighti and Qadiri traditions.
He began his education by memorizing the Qur'an. After
this he started his studies with his own father, and a lttle
later completed his courses in Kalam, Philosophy, Hadith,
etc., successively under Kamal Kashmiri. He then began to
teach at Agra, then capital of India, and also to write a
number of treatises and commentaries on sufi doctrine and
kalam. Among these early treatises the most important
are Ma'‘arif Ladunya (sufism and kalam), Risala
Tahliliya and Risala fi ithbat al-nubuwwah. In his sufi

2. Sirhind is said to be a corruption of Sihrind (meaning “jungle of tigers'’).



CHAFTER V

SHAIKH AHMAD'S LIFE!

Like most great Muslim mystics, especially non-Arabs,
the life history of Shaikh Sirhindi is shrouded in apocryphal
stories, often crass-superstition. Thisis because his immediate
biographers—as in the case of many other stfis—were his
disciples whose attitude to the master cannot be expected to
be strictly historical, But that is not all. Even when purely
factual information is given, no dates are mentioned. This
makes it extremely difficult to judge the relationship Shaikh
Ahmad had with his eminent contemporaries. Under the cir-
cumstances the only sure guide are the Letters of Shaikh
Ahmad himself. In the light of these, I have read his
earliest biography, Zubdat al-Magamat (cited here as Zubdah
available to me, however, only in an Urdu translation
published in Lahore, without date), written by his disciple,
Muhammad Hashim, and finished in 1037 A H., about three
years after Shaikh Ahmad’'s death. Another, somewhat
later biography and, to some extent, dependent on this one,
called Hadrat al-Quds by another disciple, Badr al-Din, has
not been available to me.

At the end of the chapter on the ‘miracles’ (keramat) of
Shaikh Ahmad in the Zubdah one miracle is narrated to the
effect that the Shaikh, in the struggle among Shah Jahan's
sons for power, had foretold the victory of Aurangzeb. The
original author could not have written this since Shaikh

1. Since Shaikh Ahmad’s life, both in its successes and its vicissitudes, is in.
timately bound up with his own spiritual development and the position he conse-
quently assumed, this section has been put at the end of an exposition of his basic
teachings,
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God is not the master-player pulling the strings of the
human puppets from behind the screen. On the contrary, He
has provided for man the world-stage to act freely therein.
On this view, God and man are not fwo actors co-ordinate
with one another. The Divine Power is not a co-runner with
man on the course of world-history. Rather, it provides the
conditions for free human activity; its collaboration with
man is in the sense that it behaves like a matrix, a condi-
tioning, maturing, formative agency for the human will,
purpose and endeavour. And since human action without this
matrix will be inconceivable, man is asked to recognize this
situation. In this sense God's power is the supreme power,
the condition sine qua non of man, and all man does may be
attributable to it ; but to regard God as Man annulling man
and subsituting Himself for the human race is ethically the
most dangerous misreading of reality. On this score Shaikh
Ahmad again reprimands the philosophers and the sufis, in-
cluding, of course, Ibn al-‘Arabi, for advocating a relentless
determinism and confounding God with man.®

9, Text, p. 70, lines 11-13, also for his disapproval of sifis in general, p, 160.



70 Letters of Sirhindi

‘‘even though this be hard upon al-Ash‘ari.”” But this has
only brought us face to face with the crux of the whole
matter. We have said that both man’s voliticnal efficacy and
the efficacy of Divine Power and Decree (Qada) collaborate
in the actions of man. But what are the terms of this col-
laboration and, further, how dces man come to assume folal
respcnsibility for his voluntary actions? Shaikh Sirhindi’s
answer to this question, although brief, seems to me quite
new in the history of Muslim ethical thought, and gives, for
the first time, meaning and content to the orthodox formula.
Explaining the meaning of the Divine Decree he says:

““You should know that the Akl al-Sunna believe in the
Divine Decree and Determination and say that all good
and evil sweet and bitter is by the Divine Determination.
For Determination (Qadar) means production and bringing
into existence and it is obvious that the producer and
originator of everything is God the Glorious—there is no God
but He, the Creator of everything. He (alone) be worshipped.

“Now, the Mu‘tazilah and the Qadarites have rejected
the Divine Determination and Decree and have asserted that
the acts of men are due entirely to the power of men. They
argue that if God ordains evil and then punishes people for
it, this would be injustice on His part—Glory be to Him.

““This is sheer ignorance on their part. For the Divine
Decree does not take-away the power and choice of man:
He has decreed that ¢ shall be up to man to choose to act or
notto act(in a certain way). fn brief, God's Decree itself is the
cause of human free choice; it has brought about the power of
choice 1n man (mubaqqiq al-ikhtiyar) rather than removed it.
(The Mu'tazilite conception of the Divine Decree) is contra-
dicted even by (the freedom of) God's action, for God's actions
—in view of His Decree—would either be necessary or impos-
sible. . . and so He Himself will not be free.”’®

8, Text, p. 158, line 26 fi. For ancther important view on this vexed problem
of 1slamic Theology, held by Ibn Taymiyah, see my book [slam (London, 1966),

Chap. 6.
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man and ontologically to God. ‘“The Akl al-Sunnah say that
the voluntary actionsof manarein the realm of Divine Power
with regard to God’s creative agency and in the realm of
human power in another way, viz., through attachment (to
the act) and appropriation (of it).”” Then follows a criticism
of al-Ash‘ari. According to his formulation of the solution,
the human will has no direct efficacy with regard to the act ;
it is God who produces the act entirely—although He does
so after man has willed the act and not before it. Although
al-Ash‘ari maintains (in opposition to the predestinarians who
say that the attribution of the act to man is metaphorical,
not real) that the attribution of theact to the human agentis
real, nevertheless, his denial of theefficacy of tke human will
in the production of the act is really a doctrineof (or qualified)
determinism, and that is why it has been justly characterised
as “‘moderate determinism (al-jabr al-mutawassit)’.

Then the views of Abn Ishaq al-Isfra'ini and Aba Bakr
a]-Baqillani are mentioned. According to the latter, the
efficacy of the human will is only with regard to the ‘‘des-
cription of the act (as distinguished from its production)
inasmuch as it is to be described as obedience or disobedience
(to God)’’, i.e. the production 1s God’s, the responsibility 1s
man’s (because of his act of will). This, Shaikh Ahmad says,
is unintelligible, for how can man assume cc mplete respon-
sibility without having produced the act ? According to Abi
Ishaq (whom the Shaikh cites with approbation), on the other
hand, the human action is the product of the collaboration
of two powers, the human and the Divine. This view, viz.,
that two contributory causes should produce an effect, 1s
quite legitimate. Shaikh Ahmad maintains that although
man’s will is efficacious in the production of the act, the act,
by this causal fact alone, does not become a moral act. For
this, something else is needed, a moral criterion for judge-
ment. The judgement is something which ‘“‘follows upon”

the act and is rooted in the human situation.
The efficacy of the human will is, then, beyond doubt

T heology 69
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tations, emanations and effects (tajalls, tanazzul, athar) of
God’s eternal and inexhaustible Speech. From the point of
view of us humans, again, the Qur'an must remain the final,
consummated Word of God, but from God’s point of view it
is only the index to His speech.? |
Equally eternaland indivisible is the Creative Act of God
which brings into existence the entire diversity of the universe,
even as the Qur'ansays: ‘““And We commanded but once like
the twinkling of an eye.’’® Thus even the creative command
has no diversity of relationships, although, again, from our
human point of view, every new thing or event must appear
to demand a fresh relationship. But really the multiplicity
of the world is not the Act of God as such but effects of His
eternal Act. Al-Ash‘ari did not understand the matter when
he described the creative activity of God as something ori-
ginated (hadith) and thus relegated Creativity from therealm
of the eternal Attributes of God to the realm of contingency
and change. So also s the case with the dictum of the sifis
who pretend to have arrived at a knowledge of God’s Act as
reflected ‘‘in the mirror of the acts of the contingents’’.
What they arriveat is not the unfathomable Act of God, but
rather the effects and manifestations of it.” |
What is the relationship between the Act of God and the
human action ? This question touches upon a central point
of Islamic theology—always delicately and precariously
balanced ever since al-Ash‘ari and a point absolutely vital to
the moral outlook of Islam. Shaikh Sirhindi's critique of both
- al-Ash‘ari and the Mu‘tazilah and his positive teaching have
4 direct relationship with his mystic doctrine, and his utter-
ances on this point are consequently strikingly original.
Shaikh Abmad first states the escential point in the Sunni
Creed on the question, viz., that every voluntary human act
must be soconstrued that it should beattributable morally to

6. Text, p. 64, line 1 fi, 6. Qur'an, L1V : 60
7. Text, p. 64 line 17 £,




-

Thﬂﬂ!ﬂ,gj' 67

whole process of time and the entire spatial multiplicity is
““laid bare (¢nkishaf basit)’’ before God. It is instantaneously
related to all the infinite particulars of space and time. In
order to illustrate this phenomenon, Shaikh Ahmad cites an
example from grammar. Where a man knows what a word
(kalima) is, he instantaneously knows all it implies, viz., it
can be a noun or a verb or a preposition; it can be triliteral
or quadriliteral ; it can be a diptote or a triptote; it can be
present, past or future, etc. If this example is not absolutely
perfect, this is because it has been taken from the human
sphere. For an infinite Being what difficulty is there in com-
prehending the entire multiplicity, as multiplicity, by a
simple atemic stroke of knowledge.*

God’s Knowledge, therefore, has a single, unchanging
relation to all objects of knowledge ; affirmation of different
‘relationships is neither desirable nor needed. From the point
of view of the creatures it is possible to speak of different
relationships of the Divine Knowledge with different things.
But this is because creatures are finite and in time, and,
therefore, thesr mode of understanding the relationship of the
Divine Knowledge with successive and multiple objects can
only be the mode of different and successive relationships.

As with His Knowledge, so with God’s Speech and Crea-
tive Act (takwin). His Speech is a single, indivisible eternal
Word embracing in its atomic being all the multiplicity and
diversity of positive and negative commands, Inspirations
and Revelations. The Old and the New Testaments and the
Qur’an are not literally the Word ; they are rather manifes-

4. Ibn Sing’ (see e.g. Kitab al-Najat, Caird, 1938, pp. 248-40) develops an ar-
gument to show that Gcd can know each particular event because He, being the
Ultimate Cause, knows eternally that e.g.at such and such time such and such
event would occur. When the event actually occurs, God cannot know it because
this requires sense tion, but He need not know it perceptually since He
knows it by being its cause. Shaikh Ahmad’s argument is different from this:n.
stead of a causal knowledge he brings in a clairvoyange type of knowledge. This
kind of knowledge, if it can occur, will be in the [ocus of ptr::pt!.:a_l l.tllﬂ'-if']l:dg'e,
unlike Ibn &ind's, But both types seem to me to require a deterministic view of
God and the world which, as we shall see, Shaikh Ahmad does not accept,
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phers earn the titles of ““fool”’, “stupid’’ and “‘deprived of
God’s grace’” for their heresies concerning God and His Attri-
butes and for their deterministic view of God and the World.
Ibnal-‘Arabi’s teaching which tallies with that of the philoso-
phers on all these points must also be rejected, although
respect ought to be shown to his person since he did not base
his findings on pure reason but on mystic experience.?
This is because the philosophers, by subjectively setting up
their own reason as the safe criterion of truth, trifle with God;
but the mystic, even when in error with regard to his find-
ings, tries to find truth in objective experience.

Onthe subject of God and His Attributes, Shaikh Ahmad,
in pursuance of his concept of asl-2ll, affirms the real exis-
tence of the Divine Attributes: these are not merely
conceptually distinguishable from God’s Essence, as the philo-
sophers and the Mu‘tazilah assert, but are actully and
‘“externally’’ distinguishable. These are co-eternal with the
Essence of God, and like His Essence, are not intrinsjcally
knowable (bi-chigun). In themselves they are so unique that
their comparison (mundsabat) with the attributes of the
creatures is inconceivable. All the Divine attributes are eter-
nal, atomic and changeless. Let us consider the Attribute
of Knowledge. The Mu‘tazilah and the philosophers, in
the interest of keeping God's Essence fiee from change,
have denuded it of all attributes. Some theologians (the
Ash‘arites) have affirmed the Attribute of knowledge, but,
in order to keep it immune from change, have declared that
although the Attribute is eternal, nevertheless its relations
to different objects of knowledge are different and successive.
But is this affirmation of successive relations really necessary?
And if the relations are different, can the Attribute itself
remain free from change?’

God's Knowledge, according to Shaikh Ahmad, is an
atomic, eternal moment, and with one indivisiltle act the

2. Text, p. 70, line 11 £, 3. Text, p. 62, line 2 £,



CHAPTER 1V
THEOLOGY (KALAM)

Ibn al-‘Arabi was the first great Muslim mystic who
systematically interpreted %alam in the light of his mystic
thought, and his voluminous Fuizhat Makkiya is a monu-
ment of stfi scholasticism, which hitherto remains unstudi-
ed. Al-Ghazali's Thya',a more brilliant and basic work in the
development of Islamic thought, is not quite in the same
category, for it offers, not so much an interpretation of kalam
as of Islam: and not so much in the light of mysticism—al-
Ghaz3li was not a professionel mystic—as in the light of a
religious-spiritual insight. Shaikh Ahmad has written no
systematic work like the Fuimhat, but has, in his letters,
discussed kalam-problems and has grcunded themin hisown
mystic thought. Stah Waliy Allah cf Dihls, who was more
of a speculative thinker than Shaikh Ahmad, did this work
more thoroughly and comprehensively in the eighteenth
centrury.

Shaikh Ahmad’s kalam is of far less importance than his
brilliant, bold and original doctrine of mysticiem which may,
with justice, be said o fake the place o f kalam-theolcgy with
him. Certainly, as we shall see, his original contribution to
kalam-problems is directly related to and originates in his
mystic teaching. In general, the Shaikh exhibits a great dis-
trust of the purely rationalactivity of the humanmind andin-
tellectual disciplines like metaphysical philosophy and mathe-
matics which he lashes with uncompromising scorn,! Philoso-

sentence: *What is the good and the

1. See text, pp. 68-70, especially the .
les of a triangle to two right angles "’

purpose of knowing the equality of the ang
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great number of miraculous acts is not necessarily a sign
of the spiritual greatness of the saint.

In this connection, Shaikh Ahmad also rebukes® those
who despise the ‘‘world of causes’’ and want to live in a
world where anything can happen. ‘‘These people do not
know that in the annulment of causes is the annulment of
reason and wisdom. .. ‘O Lord ! Thou hast not created this
(world) in vain’ "’ (Qur'an, III:191).* This is, of course, not
to say that the causalorder of the world has an autoncmous
nature. Through external causes, God himself works, al-
though He can also create powersin things to work by them-
selves. But, in any case, the purpose of causal processes is to
make man endeavour whereby he both realizes his own
capacities and truly appreciates the meaning of God for

the world.

23. Text, p. 72, line 19 &, 24, Text, p. 72, line 20
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::ll'l the subjective mind of man, the faculty of imagination
is a free agency, with its floating sphere of images wherein
any spiritual idea or material body can be figurized and
symbolized with a suitable image freely, so, in the structure
of reality, the ‘@lam al-mithal is the locus of the actual ap-
pearance of figures and events and occult occurrences whose
existence cannot be credited either in the spiritual or the
physical realm.

Shaikh Ahmad, like other stfis, has accepted ‘alam al-
mithal,? but has sought to make it entirely subjective, of the
order of experience rather than of the order of being, and
has discouraged pre-occupation with it. ““The ‘alam al-mi-
thal is not a place for being but something for seeing. The
realm of being is either the realm of the spiritual or the
physical.”” He consequently disallows the explanation of the
‘“punishment of the grave'’ on the assumgtion of the ‘alam

al-mithal, since it is not a part of reality.

2. The Miracles of Saints

Shaikh Ahmad holds that performance of miraculousacts
is an auxiliary concomitant of saintship and not an essential
part of it. In accordance with sufi tradition, he distinguishes
between the miracles of saints and those of prophets, the
main distinction being that the saint performs miraculous
deeds inthe state of ‘‘intoxication’’, while the prophet works
his miracles in the state of ‘“'sobriety’".

In the light of this distinction, Shaikh Ahmad draws
certain important and radical conclusions.?* First, themira-
cles of a saint occur at a level where the world—the ** world of
causes'’ (‘@alam al-asbab)—disappears. Thesaintis not in this
world at the time and, being out of touch with it, has little
to offer to the world. The miracles of a saint signify that,
after ascent, his ‘‘descent has not been ccmpleted’’. Conse-
quently, the performance of great miraculous acts or of a

21, Text, p. 103 £ 23, Text, p- 107, line 4 £, ; also p. 72, line 1 ff,



APPENDIX TO CHAPTER III

1. ‘Alam al-Mithal

Al-Ghazalj in his Thya’?, while discussing the possibility
of affirming the punishment and happiness in the grave
(i.e. between the state of death and resurrection), says that
one mode of affirmation is to believe that there is a world,

-amode of being accessible to the Prophet, but not accessible
to us, and that in that mode of being the dead feel pain and
pleasure. In this passage al-Ghazali also draws attention to
the phenomenon of dreams. After al-Ghazali, Shihab al-Din
al-Suhrawardi claimed?® to have experienced a world of
““unstableimages’’ (al-Suwar al-Mu‘allaga) to which he gives
the name of ‘alam al-mithal. He declares that the bliss and
the punishment of the hereafter will take place in the ‘@lam-
al-mithal and, interpreting the philosophical doctrine about
the appearance of the Angel of revelation, he affirms that in
revelation the prophet comes into contact with this world.

Ibnal-‘Arabi has adapted the idea of the ‘alam al-mithal
presumably from al-Suhrawardi: he explains occult occur-
rences on this assumption. From there the idea became com-
mon in stfism and has also been accepted by Sadr al-Din al-
Shirazi.The'@lam al-mithalis conceived as the ontological con-
stituent corresponding in man to the faculty of imagination.
There are thus three worlds—the purely spiritual immaterial
realm of God and pure ideas, the material realm of bodies
and the intermediary realm of imagination {mi{é&ﬁ}. Just as

19. Vol. 1V, the chapter on “The _Punishment of the Grave'’ : see also my
paper on “Dream, Imagination and ‘Alam al-Mithdl,” Islamic Studies, Vol. 1V
No. 2, June, 1964, pp. 167-180. Cf. Shah Waliy Alldh, Hujjat Allah al-Balighah,
Cairo, Vol. I, chapter on ** *Alam al-Mithzal,"

20. Opera Mystica et Metaphysica, Vol. I1, Teheran, 1952, pp. 230, 232.234,
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ned to the Shari‘ah a paramount placein religious experience,
a place quite new in the history of sifism. It is not necessary’,
says Shaikh Ahmad, that a man who claims to have had a
great spiritual experience, and 1s sincere in his claim, be
automatically and absolutely regarded higher than the one
who does not lay any such tall claims. The text is prag-
matic. A genuwine insight in the spiritual must result in a
meaningful and fresh contact with this world. The spiritual
experience, as such, if one has had it, indicates only a rela-
tive worth, not an absolute one. In this context Shaikh
Sirhindi boldly proclaims the relative superiority of Jesus
over Moses but an absolute superiority of the latter over the
former. Jesus, as a member par excellence of the realm of
the spirit, isa great saint and as such may be regarded higher
than Moses, but, absolutely speaking, qua Prophet, Moses
far excels him: ‘I have witnessed in that station (of pro-
phethood) the difference between Moses and Jesus ; for Moses
there is a magnitude and grandeur which Jesus does not
possess.'’1? Again: ‘“Whichever knower of God (‘@rif) has
greater kinship with the spiritual realm, he would be more
advanced in the qualities of saintsnip, and whoever has a
greater kinship with the world of creation he would be more
advanced in the qualities of prophethood. Thatis why Jesus
is a greater saint while Moses is a greater prophet. "'18 In the
light of this Shaikh Ahmad interprets the personalities of
these two as they have been described in the Qur'an. jesus
was assisted by the Holy Spirit, so he belongs to the spin-
tual realm—is essentially a saint ; but Moses demanded of
God that he should show Himself unto him (rabbi arsni—
Qur'ﬁn.-\"ll: 143). Jesus was content with his spiritual
experience; Moses wanted a perceptual experience of -God

in this world.

17. Text, p. 45, line 1 fi. 18, Text, p. 50, line 15 .
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Indeed, as has been hinted before also, the abstraction
from and renunciation of the empirical world is fundamen-
tally illusory and the attempt to do so creates a delusive,
unreal situation. The spiritual experience, which the sifis
call kagigat and which they are wont to oppose to the Shari-
‘ah, is an inanity if divorced from this world. But if it is
meaningfully integrated with a positive world-affirming at-
titude, it énters into the very Shari‘ah from which an escape
was sought : it becomes the meaning of the Skari‘ak : ‘O son |
It is clear from the preceding discussion that the perfections
of the spiritual realm are an introduction and a ladder to
the perfections of this empirical world. . . . Thus tarigat (the
mystic path) and lagigat (the spiritual experience) which
constitute saintship are the servants of the Shari‘ah which
arises from the prophetic office. . .. This insight (vouch-
safed to me) has been borrowed from the Light of Prophecy;
saints know but little about this.'’!* Skaikkh Ahmad then
enumerates three stages of a genuine spiritual development :
(1) the formal Shari‘ak from which one must go to (2) the
spiritual reality (hagigat) which will develop into (3)
hagiqat-i-Shari‘ah, the spiritual reality of the Shari'ah. 1
may quote here a sentenceI wrote elsewhere briefly expound-
ing Sirhindi’s position: “The fire and the ferment (of the
mystic experience) are necessary for the final product, but
it is no good if the very substance is burnt out in the pro-
cess.’’’5 The Shaikh ends this discussion by saying: ‘“The
science of the Prophets is the Book of God and the Sunnah
of the Prophet and the science of the saints is (Ibn al-*Arabi’s)
Fusns al-Hikam and Futuhat Makkiyah. ‘You may judge
(the state of) my garden from the nature of my spring,”’!¢

The Law of proportionality stated above provides for
Shaikh Sirhindj also the criterion for judging the relative
worths of both saints and the Prophets. The Law has assig-

14. Text, p. 46, lines 15-47, line 13.
15. Pakistan Quarterly, vol., VII, No.'l (Spring 1957), pp. 45-48.

18. Text, p. 54, line 14.
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dead instruments in the hand of God. They cannot choose
to be in God's service: they cannot help it. But out and
down here ‘‘in the realm of this earth’’, it is not so quiet ;
God cannot take it for granted. The ‘alam al-amr ‘‘is in-
toxicated and in its state of effacement, inevitably, cannot
gainsay God. But the elements, which have a special rela-
tionship to prophethood and are in the state of sobriety,
inevitably retain the choice of disobedience.’’!! This is the
reason why this world is the lowest of the low and the highest
of the high.1?

The mistake of the common 1un of the sufis is that they
start from the wrong end. They seek to abstract frcm the
world. They perform great feats of self-mortification and
undergo severe physical discipline. The result is that this
world, as 4t exists as an appearance—riddled with evil and
passions—comes to occupy, even though rejecting it, an
unduly great importance in their mind. And when they
reach the spiritual realm, the peace and quietude there
enamours them and retards their further development. That
is why one of them has said, ‘‘For thirty years I worship-
ped the spirit as God.”” The result is that fright of the world
as it is prevents them from discovering the world as it ought
to be. If they had concentrated on spiritual discipline, they
would rise from the world of the spirit and rediscover this
world at a higher level. But the world they would come
back to would not be the same world which they had left.
It would have an entirely new significance : their spiritual
experience would render their insight into this wqud fg]l
of developmental meaning. In this‘ connection!® Shaikh Sir-
hindi praises the training given in the Nagshbandi order
which, he says, is free from the mistakes_. E}nd errors he has
pointed out in connection with his criticism of other stfi

orders.

11. Ibid., p. 53, line 2 ; see this whole passage on pp. 52-53.
12. This tinhing is strikingly similar to Iqbal's philosophy of the self.,

13. The texts for this paragraph are on pp. 40-41.
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In order to integrate the two moments and to bring out
the meaningfulness of tL.e prophetic experience for the world,
Sirhindi has enunciated an important law of higher religious
exrerience, which he has repeatedly applied himself. This
law states that ‘‘the descent occurs proportionately to the
ascent’’® and can be called the Law of the proportionality
of Experience and Creativity. The prophet comes lower
down to act in the flesh and blocd of the temporal, simply
because he has gone highest: which fact bestows an inherent
impulsion and fecundity upon his experience to become |
historic, The pure mystic never comes down quite to the
earth, because he has never been quite in the heaven: ““In
its downward movement saintship dces not wholly (ba-2ul-
liyat) face the creation: only its exterior is with the world
whileits inner is with God. The reason is that a saint starts
moving downwards without having completed all the
stages of the ascent. Inevitably, then, he is constantly
being held back and haunted by his care for the side of the
ascent and cannot fully be with the world. The Prophet, on
the other hand, comes back after having been ‘there’ and
hence can devote himself entirely to his mission to humanity.
You should understand this point because no sifi has ever
spoken of these noble mysteries. Apprehend well that the
element of earth just as it had cutstripped all others irr the
stages of ascent, so in descent it comes lowest down. Why
should it not so descend lowest, for its natural placeis there?
And sinceit descends sotowards the bottom, it is inevitable
that the mission of the prophet should be the most comp-
lete, all-embracing and teneficial to humanity.’’1°

" Theinner realm of the spirit where the mystic builds his
abode is free from troubles. There are no 1ebellions there,
no warfare; there is peace and tranquillity. But this prize
is won at a tragically disproportionate price. The ‘dlam al-
amr and its residents—the angels and the mystic—are like

9. Ibid., p. 16, line 11. 10. Ibid., p. 39, lines 15 1.
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saintliness consists in the state of effacement, intoxication
and ascent which were the apogee of spiritual experience.
The functions of the prophetic office, on the other hand,
demanded the opposite states. They had spoken of the mys-
tic's descent and sobriety but they did not havetosay much
about it, which fact shows clearly that they had developed
these pairs of terms in order to place the Shari‘ah somewhere
in their scheme and to determine their relationship with
Muhammad gua prophet. Shaikh Sirhindi resumes the same
doctrine but gives it an entirely new orientation in the light
of his own account of the mystic experience briefly outlined
above.

First of all, the ascent and descent, with Shaikh Sir-
hind1, are not two mutually dislocated experiences—a higher
and a lower—but constitute two moments of a single ex-
~ perience. There is an organic connection between the two
which 1enders them an integrated whole and determines
their proportion. Both the pure mystic and the prophet have
an ascent and a descent, As we have ceen, it 1s not true that
the mystic experience occurs at the heights while the pro-
phetic function belongs to the lower depths, because, as we
have said, the prophet—as prophet —goes in fact higher
than the pure mystic does. The pure mystic is in fact debar-
red from those higher reaches which are the province of the
prophetic consciousness: ‘‘It is clear from this that the
perfections of prophecy occur in the moment of ascent and
in the moment of ascent the prophet is facing God-ward,
not as many sufis have imagined, that in saintship one faces
God-ward while in prophecy one faces creation-ward, and
that saintship belongs to the higher level and prophecy to
the lower—whence they have fancied saintship to be higher
than prophethood. Both, indeed, have an ascent and a
descent, through the one facing God-ward, through the

other facing creation-ward.””?

8. Ibid.,’p. 36, line 6 1,
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Hard are these words that their tongues utter’ (Qur'an,
XVIII: 5).

The centrality and true greatness of the world now stands
fully revealed. The ‘earth’, which began its humble career
at the lowest rung of the ladder as ‘‘non-Being’’, when
transformed by God and man, far outstrips the angelic realm
and throws the purely spiritual flights of the pure mystic
into a shadow of semi-reality. For it is the positively active
principle of evil which, when transmuted into active good-
ness, manifests the greatnessand glory of God. And, surely,
he is truly great who more adequately displays the great-
ness and potency of Ged. This is the meaning of the
Prophet’s saying: ““[Even] my devil has become a Muslim”’,
because it is the perfect non-Being that can competently
show the meaning of this perfect Being: ““This non-Being
which was the seat of all evil and defect became beautified
by a perfect mirroring of the Highest Being, and achieved
what none else achieved.’’®

In the light of this doctrine Shaikh Ahmad interprets
the Qur’anic verse about the ‘‘contented and satisfied
soul”’ (nafs mutma’innah) which returns to its Lord. In the
beginning the same soul was ‘“the soul that commandeth
evil'' (al-nafs al-ammara bi-'l-sa'; Qur'an XII:53), but only
such a soul had the possibilities of this radical evolution
after which it excelled all creation: ‘“Cod be glorified | the
evil-commanding soul which wasin the beginning the worst
of the creation became, after becoming ‘satisfied’. .. the
ruler of all the elements of the spiritual realm and the head
of all its rivals. That is why the true Prophet said : ‘Those
among you, who were the test in the days of paganism (i.e.
were the greatest as pagans), shall be the best in the days
of Islam, when they have understood (the faith).’” Shaikh
SirhindI is now ready to re-interpret the sifi doctrine of
«‘Effacement and Restitution’’, “‘Intoxication and sobrie-
ty’"and ‘‘Ascent and Descent’’. The stifts had asserted that

6. Ibid., p. 16, lines 20-22. 7. Ibid,, pp. 51 line 7.52 line 11.
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At*ﬁl_’“t'-‘-' appears at each level with a different intensity and
meaningfulness. The levels, as we have said, are divided
into regions and are identified as ‘‘the saintship of the
saints’’, ‘“‘thesaintship of the prophets’’ and ‘‘the saintship
of the angels!’. But the distinction seems formal since there
is no region which is closed intrinsically to any spiritual
traveller provided he possesses the necessary gifts.

. But now something momentous happens. The apogee of
the spiritual journey takes us to the highest Divine Name—
Being, and its opposite non-Being. At this point the journey-
man re-discovers the world which he thought he had left
behind long ago. The pure mystic, the saint, must stop
there, for having renounced the World, he is unprepared to
enter into this highest spiritual reality. It is the Prophet
alone whohas kept his ‘earth’ intact that is capableof enter-
ing into this field which is nearest to God: ‘‘The acquisition
of these [highest] perfectionsis peculiar to the prophets, and
their perfect followers too car, through the leadership and
mediacy of the prophets, share in them. Among the cons-
tituent elements of man it is the element of earth which is
entitled most and primarily to these perfections. All the
other elements. . . Are here subject to the earth. . . Andsince
this element is peculiar to man, the qualities of man emerge
inevitably superior to those of angels. . . for what earth has
attained, nothing else has. . .."

«* At this level one comes to know that the perfec-
tions-of all the grades of saintliness (i.e. saintliness of saints,
of prophets and of angels). . . were nothing but adumbra-
tions of the perfection of prophethood and its symbols and
figures. . . .The relation of the prophetic station to that of
saintliness is like the relation of the infinite to the finite.
God be glorified ! A person ignorant of this station (Ibn al-
‘Arabi is meant) says : ‘Saintliness is greater than prophet-
hood’: and another (Ibnal-‘Arabl’s commentator), equally
ignorant of this situation, interprets him as saying: ‘“The
saintliness of the prophet is higher than his prophethood I
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position is the reverse of this: what they have thought
lowly is in fact great and vice versa.*

In a long letter® to his eldest son, Shaikh Muhammad
Sadiq, Shaikh Ahmad describes in detail and critically his
own spiritual journey. This account reveals in the techni-
cal language of stfism the full intricacy of the levels of
spiritual experience. The enquiring initiate is taken from
one level to the other and shown how the world of spiritual
insight is literally infinite. These levels are shown to fall
into classifiable groups constituting regions of experience
superimposed on one another. The si is divide the consti-
tution of the human spirit into five broad layers : the ‘heart’
(galb), the ‘spirit’ (r@h), the ‘inner’ (sirr), the ‘hidden’
(Ehafiy), and the ‘hiddenmost’ (akkfa). These, in a formal
manner, indicate the regions ¢f human consciousness and
trans-consciousress. The first of these, the ‘heart’, is a
bridge between the physical and the spiritual and exhibits
characteristics of both.

The spiritual constitution of the created universe—the
macrocosm—exhibits in each of its levels these very ‘depths’
and at every level one must experience them exhaustively.
In non-technical language this doctrine states that not all
‘experience’ is of the same order and that it has grades of
intimacy, clarity and authority. With the exception of the
‘heart’ which is a translation, the remaining four ‘depths’
correspond in their subtlety—although metaphorically—to
the four elements: earth, water, air and fire. Just as the
originals of the four elements constituting the human body
exist in the universe, so the primordials of the constituent
elements of the human spirit exist in the universe,

The spiritual order is, in fact, nothirg but the ‘@lam al-
amy, the attiibutes of God projected into the world. When
the mystic takes flight, his experience carries him through
these Divine Attributes arid Names. But each Name and

4. Ibid,, p. 47, line 1 £, 6. Ibid, pp. 29-560.
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comes into existence. This is creation. God could very well
withdraw His projections from the recalcitrant material
world and be in peace, but He does not. He has flung the
gauntlet and what is called ‘alam al-amr or the Realm of
the Spirit—which is nothing but the self-projectionof God
into the world—is the first and necessary step in the act of
creation. The Realm of the Spirit has been created for the
external world of sense. This shows that this seemingly
lowly world is much nearer ro God’s heart thanis the Realm
of the Spirit, for the ultimate interest of God in creating
the world of the spirit is to redeem the world here below.
It would be meaningless to create a world of spirits; there
can be no movement in it, no change from the worse to the
better. This is why the world of change, although it begins
by being the lowest, ends up, if handled rightly, as far
superior to the sufi world of eternity. As Shaikh Ahmad
putsit “Of all the elements both the lowest and the highest
is the earth.”’2 Indeed, the last point in the creation which
is this world is also the nearest to the starting point [ (God),
because the world is the purpose of the whole creative
process].’

The man who leaves this world in order to dwell in the
Realm of Eternity and thinks he will be near God by doing
so, is, in fact, moving in a direction exactly the opposite
of God’s. They think the world is bad, but they are mista-
ken: how can it be bad when it is the focus of God’s
attention ? When they indict the world, they arecheated by
appearances: ‘“What can be done? They [God] have not
given insight into this knotty problem to everyone. Other
(safts) having grasped merely the exterior [sirat] of the
world, have condemned it as lowly and have embarked on
a seemingly rising journey from a seeming lowliness to a
seeming height. They do not know that in reality the

2, Ibid., p. 41, line 19 ; sce the whole of this passage and also pp. 46-48 and

37, line 2 4. .
3. Ih’id-l P'- *1.- “llﬂ H‘-'
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civilize the barbarian bedouins of Arabia.

The essence of Shaikh Sirhindi’s attempt to restate the
relationship between Tasawwuf and the Shari‘ah consists
in re-evaluating the Eternal and the Temporal, with a view
to integrating the two afresh, so that their positions are
reversed vis-a-vis God, turning the tables against the sifis.
In the process of doing so, the Shaikh, to my mind, reveals
some of the rarest insights into the nature of Islam, and
his religiously world-affirming attitude would astonish
even the most modern thinker. The stfi claims are deflated,
but siofism, far from being discredited or exercised, is
launched in a positive direction by its reorientation to life
and positive life-values. ‘

The safis divide the whole created universe into the Realm
of the Word or Spirit (‘@lam al-amr) and the Realm of Em-
pirical objects (‘@lam al-khalg). The first they call, the
‘eternal, the second the temporal, world. To obtain a state
of happiness and bliss, they say, man must renounce or
«“abstract from’’ the changing world of time and abide in
the eternal Realm of the Spinit. Beinhg in the eternal world
is to be with God, they hold, and away from the world of
time and its manifold contingencies and changes. The pro-
phet’s task is to bring order into this temporal world of
empirical objects ; in doing so he necessarily sinks below
the level of the saint who abides in the realm of the spirit.
The life of.the Shari‘ah is, therefore, necessarily at a lower
level than the saintly life. Hence the stufi dictum ‘‘saint-
liness is higher than prophethood’ or ‘‘the beginning of
saintliness is the end of prophethood”. Is this picture.
justified ? &

To answer this question we must resume the meta-
physical account of the relationship of the world to God at
the point where we left it. We said that non-Being confronts
Being and evil positsitself as the contradictory of goodness.
We also said that God projects the reflections of His own
perfections into this non-Being and evil whereby the World
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:::nrre-ct insight to a fertile direction because of the disdain
in which they held the temporal world, the ‘*world of the
people’’. And so, although they continued to insist that the
observance of the Skari‘ah was absolutely indispensable
even for the sifis, their lack of integration, indeed positive
dislocation, between the Inner and the Outer leads to the
suspicion that their insistence on the Skari‘ah is formal and
even hypocritical.

This dislccative attitude again found its authoritative
formulation in Ibn al-‘Arabi and his followers. Nobody
who reads even the quotations we have given from him
towards the end of Chapter I can fail to predict that from
" this diclocation the inevitable next step is the rejection of
the Shari'ah (or Tasawwuf). A picture which represents
Mrhammad gua Prcphet as possessing only one eye—and
the weaker of the two eyes at that—could, wnder no
circumstances, expect to claim validity in Islam at large.
To distinguish between the spirit and the letter of the law is
one thing, but to divorce the one from the other—and this
is exactly what this doctrine was corsciously or uncons-
ciously guilty ¢ f doing—is what no religion which means to
function can tolerate. The ‘Ulam3z’, for their part, did not
understand the situation and failed to appreciate the force
of the soff attitude. In India, as we have hinted before, the
situation became in fact more chaotic. The politico-religious
culmination of this attitude, as we have said, was Akbar’s
religion, which, however, never became a religious move-
ment. It is doubtless true that he was actuated directly,
among other factors, by the disengagement between the
Shari‘ah and Tasawwuf effected by the sufis but before which
the ‘Ulam3’ showed a pitiful helplessness. And so Badaani
who was in attendance at the Imperial Darbar tells us that
among the clauses of the religious manifesto; which the
Emperor and his associates had drafted but which was
never publicly issued, one stated that the Muslim rites of
worship were not necessary since their purpose was 1o



CHAPTER 111

AMR-KHALQ AND WILAYAH-NUBUWWAH

Ever since the beginning of stfism in early Islam a
fundamental tension has existed in the Muslim community
between Tasawwuf and the Shari‘ak, the Inner and the
Outer, the Eternal (‘alam al-amr) and the Temporal (‘alam
al-khalg). 1t is not our purpose here to trace the whole
development of this tension in all its phases and the con-
sequences of the various solutions offered by such great
and influential men as al-Ghazali and Ibn Taymiya. The
central streamline of the siifls remained within the field of
orthodox Islam and strove to formulate their own solution
of the problem. But the solution they offered moved round
the personality of the Prophet rather than his explicit
teaching. This solution, in brief, asserted that Muhammad
had two radically different aspscts—wilayah and nubuwwah:
by virtue of the former he was a saint with a spiritual life
only ; by virtue of the Jatter, he was the promulgator of
the Shari‘ah for humanity at large In their formulation of
this doctrine they developed certain pairs of antithetical
categories like “‘intoxication and sobriety (sakw and sukr)”’
and “‘gnnihilation and restitution (fana’ and baga’).”” In
hisstate of “‘intoxication’’ and ‘‘annihilation’’, Muhammad
was a wali, a saint, and as such he was with God, while in
the alternate state he was a ngbi, a prophet, and was with
the people. In doing so, the siiis came very near to the
““Law of Alternation’’ as it has been enunciated by Profes-
sor H.E. Hocking.! But they could not turn their basically

1. Meaning of God in Human Experience, Yale University Press, 1012, pp, 405-425,
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experience as opposed to ‘‘rational”’ knowledge which,
according to mystics, never carries within itself any token
of its findings being the final truth. In practice, however,
mysticism, and certainly stfism, has alway been critical
and corrective with regard both to its particular metheds
and findings. Shaikh Sirhindi has recognized it in principle
and has put it forward as a theory. This is true of the
character of knowledge in general, Why should it not be
true of mystic knowledge ? There need be no quarrel that
a mystic experience has a great sense of authority and a
feeling of extraordinary certainty for the subject, but,
equally, tiis need not entail that a particular mystic ex-
perience cannot be challenged and partly falsified by a
subsequent one.

1t should be noted that the theory put forward above
" of the relativity of the truth of mystic experience cannot be
refuted on the ground that it itself cannot claim absolute
truth for itself for it may be subject to correction. For the
theory, althoughitis based on thefacts of mystic experience,
is not itself @ fact of that experience. It only seeks to for-
mulate theoretically what the facts of mysticism sn pracizce
have often tacitly recognized but what mysticism iz theory
has always disdained and sought to reject, especially in
favour of its privileged cognitive claims over against

rational thought.
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changed his views not only on this point but on many others
as well. We have already come across, in the first section of
this chapter, his change of opinion, on the basis of mystic
insight, over the ultimacy of Being as constitutive of the
essence of God. Here is-a fuller statement of the Shaikh
himself on this general pcint: ““This kind of misapprehen-
sion, viz., that the mystic, at the time of the non-revelation
of the ultimate truth (asl), mistakes its adumbration (z:ll)
for it, occurs quite frequently, and so the subject asserts
the adumbration to e the last truth. That is why a single
type of experience (magdm) asserts itself several times (in a
spiral, as it were, but at each level more adequately). The
reason is that each type manifests itself only thrcugh its
(pregressively adequate) adumbrations. . . .If people ask:
How can it be ascertained that the last experience is the
last and highest level of its manifestation, so that it may
be regarded as ‘“true’’? I answer that the mystic’s (new)
consciousness of the adumbrative character of earlier ex-
periences is an irrefutable testimony (Shdhid-i-‘adl) of the
truth of the last experience [in the series] because this con-
sciousness [of their inadequacy] did not exist when these
experiences obtained.’’?

The idea of adumbrality (zilliyaf) is, in fact, of funda-
mental importance both in the ontology and theory of
knowledge of Shaikh Sirhindi. It is also a radical, indeed,
a revolutionary idea. The idea of the ‘‘grades of truth’’ has
been accepted among some philosophers, but not in the field
of mysticism ; not asa rule by mystics themselves and most
certainly not as a theory and in principle. The deliverances
of mysticinsight are patently said to be direct and immediate
and this quality of immediacy is supposed to confer upon
them a character of incorrigibility and even of infallibility,
at least for the mystic himself. Indeed, this has been claimed
as the chief hallmark, the validity—passport of the mystic

23. Ibid., p. 46, lines 4.12.
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ﬁHﬂki.r:snugM to be overcome by affirming an identity. Toillus-
trate this case, Shaikh Sirhindi gives an example.?21f some-
one has fallen in love with the sun and has lost himself com-
pletely in its contemplation and worship, he will, in this
state, affirm the existence of nothing besides the sun. But
even when this man perforce returns toother thingsthan the
sun, the consciousness of the sun will always burst out with '
any experience whatever. He is apt, at thesight ofanything,
to see that thing as some sort of manifestation or mirror of
the sun. The sun can never go out of his mind. The same
is true of every lover par excellence. Any or everything that
he sees or experiences, he is prone, if he is a true lover, to
discover his beloved in it. When such statements of iden-
tity aremeant literally, they constitute a kind of consolation
for the lover, but they also show that the mind of such a
lover, who makes these identity statements in a literal
sense, has not yet become quite integrated.

Whether these acute actual analyses by Shaikh Ahmad
of the different motivations and meanings of the mystic’s
doctrine of the Unity of Being will be accepted by the mys-
tics themselves as adequate or not, they undoubtedly
represent a bold and fertile attempt at solving this problem
—an attempt, I repeai, unique in the history of thought.
The psychology of mysticism has not yet begun to grapple
with this fascinating task.

Further, Shaikh Ahmad tells us that he has given these
analyses on the basis of his own mystic experience. He
himself, in the early stages of his mystic development; had
experienced the Unity of Being, as will be described in his
biography (Chapter V). But later experience revealed the
inadequacy and partially illusory character of the experi-
ence of the Unity of Being. This corrigibility of earlier
mystic experiences by later, more adequate ones is indeed
a cardinal doctrine of Shaikh Sirhindi who himself has

22. ibid., p. 165, line 12 .
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are imprisoned in this station are prevented from many
[higher] perfections and stations,’’? ;

Among those who have become absorbed in the love of
God and therefore ‘“see’’ nothing else besides God, there are
those in whom this attitude giveés birth to a new moral at-
titude of ‘‘self-effacement’ and annihilation (fana-u-nisti).
This moral effacement is a kind of attitude different frem
that of effacement in love; indeed, this is the truer and
higher kind of love. Such people regard the application of.
the demonstrative pronoun ‘I'’ (ana—ego or self) to them-
selves as utter perfidy (kufr). But the consciousness of the
unity and majesty of God in this sense beccmes frightening-
ly strenuous. The [moral] weight that God assumes in his
consciousness well-nigh kills the mystic who then -seeks
avenues of relief from it, even though for a mement: ““They
are always [being crushed] under the weight of the [unitary]
Being, without having comfort for a moment. For comfort
consists In becoming unmindful, and - in a perpetual state
of [moral] effacement, unmindfulness is inconceivable. [So]
Shaikh al-Islam Hirawi says: ““Whoever takes my mind
away from God for an instant, I hope God shall forgive his
sins.” Man needs [this kind of] unmindfulness [otherwise
man would be God]. God the Glorious and Exalted in His
perfect Mercy then gives them tasks according to their
capacities.’'?!

Often when those people return to the World, they see
God 1n everything and either say that the world is Ged or
that it is literally a manifestation or a mirror of God. The
reason for this is that although they have externally return-
ed to the World, God is paramount in their minds. This is
because, as we shall see more adequately in the next chap-
ter, themystic consciousness, unlike the prophetic conscious-
ness, is not quite able to integrate the world.consciousness
and the God-consciousness and there remains init a dualism

20. 1bid,, p. 152, line 22 1. 21, Ibid,, p. 1564, line 8 ff.
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(slhdad-u zandagah).'®

Despite these rational and pseudo-rational doctrines of
Unity, the experiential unity is, nevertheless, a mystic fact
which cannot be denied but must be transcended.'” Among
those people who have genuinely experienced unity in their
spiritual journey there are those upon whom the spell of
Divine love is paramount and, again, there are those with
whom not so much love but a moral humility and efface-
ment in face of the awe-inspiring grandeur of God predo-
minates. The first type, since it dces not ‘‘see’’ anything
but God in its intense love, affirms nothing but God. It is
as though gne could see nothing but the sun in the sky,
and thought no stars existed there.

This experience, so far as it gees, is genuine and indeed
valuable. But unless it is transcended, it impoverishes the
personality and becomes harmful. They are wrong who
decry such people; they are wrong too who dogmatically
assert that this is the final word in mystic experience:
«There are peoplé who decry and speak ill of those who have
asserted this type of experience like Rukn al-Din Abul-
Makarim ‘Ala’ al-Daula al-Simnani (who violently attack-
ed Ibn al-‘Arab1. Shaikh Ahmad considers al-Simnzni to
be in the wrong in denying the unitive experience at all or
in regarding it as utterly valueless. His view is that the
experience is genuine and even valuable, that Ibn al-‘Arabi
had this genuine experience, but that by declaring this ex-
perience to be the last word and, further, by building a
speculative system around this mystic insight, he did in-
calculable- harm). . . . The writer of these lines flees from
such disparagement of genuine unitists and is far removed

‘from speaking ill of them. Disparagement and ill speaking
is in place only when the owners of this experience have
voluntarily produced it. . . they are to be excused. . . . But
I know this much that beyond this gnosis there is a higher
one and further than this experience another. Those who
18, 1bid., p. 162, liné 6 1. 19. 1bid., p. 152, line 8 .
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directly a cleansing link in the overa]l purpose of discredit-
ing monism as a whole.

Broadly speaking, the affirmation of unity is of two
kinds,!6 one the speculative kind we have seen before. This
the Shaikh calls the Unity of being proper (tauwhid-i wujnds)
or the Unity based on reason (faukid-s ‘zlmi). This kind of
Unity affirms that only God exists and that the multipli-
city of things is either ‘‘unreal’’ or is identical with God. It
contradicts, according to Shaikh Ahmad, both reason and
the Shari‘abh, and has, therefore, been rejected above. The
other broad kind arises from the mystic’s devotional con-
centration on God wherein everything else except God goes
out of his consciousness. He, therefore, does ffot ““see’” any-
thing save God. This he calls (following al-Ghazali) Shuhud
or experience (literally: “‘seeing’’ or “witnessing”’), and such
unity is the Unity-in-experience (fauhid-¢ shuhudi). In bet-
ween these two there is'a third .kind based neither on pure
reason nor on mystic experience but on imagination
(takhyyul). These people, to which categﬂr}r Shaikh Ahmad
refers the majority of the “‘unitarian’’ Safisof “‘ourday’’, do
not reason, nor have they had any genuine experiénce but
simply perfﬂrm a kind of imaginative gymnastic whereby
they think they are concentrating on God but are really
indulging in mental abstractionism deliberately and artifici-
ally (ba ta’ammul-u takhayyul) }?

Since the mental condition of these sn-called stifis of the
last type is artificially pruduced (maj‘al ast), they cannot
be regarded as possessed of a spiritual state (4zl); they do not
even know what ““the station of the heart’’ (magam-i-gaib)

..Nor do they possess reasoned knowledge (‘slm). It is
these who misinterpret the genuine experiences of the real
stfis (tauhid-1 shuhwudi) into a popular form of the unity
of Being (fauhid-i-wujudi) and lead people away from the
Shari‘ah, that is the moral law into licentious perfidy

16. Ibid,, p. 151, last para, f. 17. Ibid., p. 152, line 1,
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Light of the heavens and the earth” (XXIV : 35) which,

in the history of Islamic thought, has evoked more diver-
gent and fertile interpretations than perhaps any other.
And for “‘allis God’’ (hama ust) of the safis, Shaikh Ahmad
substitutes ‘‘all (goodress) is from God"’ (hama az ust),
meaning ‘“all goodness is from God".

(B) Mystic Experience and Unity of Being

Monism or Unity of Being has been one of the most
persistent and influential ideas in the intellectual and
spiritual history of man. Shaikh Ahmad recognizes this.
But, further and more important, he is aware that monism
is not a uniform and monoeidic doctrine; different men
have affirmed different forms of monism, have done <o
from very different motives and purposes and have meant
by it different, indeed, contradictory objectives. Purely
philosophical monism we have been discussing in the pre-
vious section (although lbn al-‘Arabi, according to Shaikh
Ahmad, is not a purely philosophical monist but has built
this speculative system on a genuinely mystical insight).

There is, besides, the sifi monism which has its source
in the experiences of the sufi himself. These experiences
themselves betray a great diversity of character ; and theén™
there are hybrid forms produced by a combination, in vary-
ing degrees, of the philosophical and genuinely mystical
types of monism.

The phenomenon, though externally and superficially
the same, is very complex indeed, and Shaikh Ahm ad, tomy
knowledge, for the first time in the history of thought, has
seriously and systematically set about the task of a criti-
cal analysis of it. The distinctions that are drawn are not
based primarily on the contenss of the different doctrines
but rather on different motivations and purposes. This pro-
cess, while it ostensibly serves the purpose of sifting the more
“‘genuine’’ forms.of monism from the.spurious ones, is in-



42 Letters of Sirhinds

predicated of God. But the World as it actually exists is
not pure evil because the reflections of the Divine are also
its constitutive element. These reflections, however, are
reflections of Ged and cannot, as such, be predicated of
God. The World, therefore, in neither of its aspects can be
predicated of God. The error of Ibn al-‘Arabi and of the
majority of the siifis who followed him consists in (a) not
recognizing the fundamental evil in the World and (b) call-
ing it a reflection of God but identifying the reflection with
the original. A reflection or a shadow can only metaphori-
cally be said to be that of which it is a reflection or a shadow.
A literal identification is nothing but an intellectual con-
fusion and a religious disaster,

But why was Shaikh Muhy-al-Din led to assert the
predication of the reflection of God? ‘*This is because they
do not recognize the locus of the reflection'* (i.e. the ex-
ternal world) except as being that of a mental order. They
do not allow these reflections even to ‘“‘smell’’ of external
existence. They interpret this multiplicity (which they re-
gard only as being) of a mental order as nothing more than
a reflection of (and in) the Sole Existing Reality.. . . in the.
external world. What a difference between the two views!
Thus, whether a reflection is to be predicated of the original
or not will depend on whether one recognizes or not the
external existence of the reflection,’’?

There must be then ‘‘somewhere’’ where reflections are
cast. Further, there must be something and something dark
if it is to be illuminated by the Light. This is how Shaikh
Ahmad interprets the famous Qur’anic verse ‘‘God is the

14. Shaikh Ahmad uses the words “reflection’’ and "shadow" interchange-
ably, except that in the use of the word 'shadow" there is some insinuation that
it is further removed from reality. In English, however, I have mostly rendered
both as “reflection’ because ''shadow" in most cases seems linguistically inap-
propriate.

15. The Persian text for this paragraph and the preceding and the succeeding
ones is on pp. 25-26. The Shaikh ends this letter by a Persian hemistich saying :
*They are like that and I am like this, O Lord!"
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prophets has said: ‘‘(Even) my Devil has become Muslim!’’'14
Underj‘:l?e impulse of moral dualism, the metaphysical
structure with God’s absoluteness at its base threatens to
break. But Shaikh Ahmad became aware of this and dras-
tically modified his metaphysic of being. He gave up the
doctrine that God is absolute Being : rather, God is beyond
both being and non-being which take rise at the same time -
‘“The Being of God is beyond this being and non-being;
just as non-being has no place there, similarly being has no
admittance. For, how canateing which isopposed by a non-
beihg, be worthy of His Majesty. ... What I have said in
scme of my letters, viz. that theessence of God the Glorious
and Exalted is pure absolute being, has been said because
(at that time) I did not know the truth of the matter.’’12
- The upshot of this development is that being ceases to
be the absolute category and becomes the first determina-
tion of God the Absolute: ‘“What at last by the grace of
God has been unveiled to me (maksh@f sakhiah) is that the
first determination (fa‘ayywun) of the Exalted Being is the
level (kadrat) of being.’’!* This being then generates, by its
very birth, non-being and in the Divine mind both beccme
explicit and differentiated and prcduce the world of moral
conflict. The net result of this development is that being,
having ceased to be absolute, is only one predicate of Ged
among others, and the conflict is still kept at the attribu-
tional level. Only, it becomes difficult, in that case, to give
meaning to an absolute non-Being which the author still
seems to keep.

Be that as it may, the chief concern of Shaikh Sirhindj
is to bring into focus the moral dualism between God and
the World and metapysics is used as means to this end. The
essence of the world is non-being and evil: it cannot be

11. Ibid., p. 8. 12. Ibid., p. 38, line 18 .

13. 1bid., p. 36, n. 4. On this question, however, Shaikh Sirhindi's thought
seems to have passed through much vexation; see pp. 119-121 where the first
determination is said to be "“Love,"" not Belog. See also pp. 45-40.
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the world to God we shall say more in Chapter III.

The contingents are constituted by a mixture of non-
being and being. It is clear that ‘‘non-being"’ here does not
mean something merely negative; it signifies positive evil,
the opposite of goodness. We saw above how Being and good
at the differentiated (attributive) level in the Divine mind
gave rise to corresponding, equally individual, differentiated
non-beings and evils, So far, then, the stuff of the entire
reality ismade up of three kinds of entity: Absolute Beings,
the differentiated beings and their corresponding non-beings.
We also said that only at the differentiated, predicational
level opposition could occur. This could be adequte to
maintain an effective enovgh moral dualism within an ul-
timate monism of Being, But Shaikh Sirhindi, in his more
radical dualism, posits, besides differentiated (literally so}
non-beings, Absolute non-Being and, besides logical contra-
diction at the predicational level, an elemental opposition
between Absolutes: ‘

““You should know that each individual non-being colour-
ed with a reflection of the perfections of positiye being which
is opposite to it and reflected in it, acquires a mental’
existence in the external world. But Absolute non-Being
has not been affected or coloured by these reflections. How
can it be so coloured when it is not an opposite of these
reflections ? For, it is the cpposite of Absolute Being. Thus
when the perfect gnostic rises (above differentiated beings)
to Absolute Being, he alights upon pure non-Being.!® And
through him, this Absolute non-Being also becomes coloured
by Absolute Being, and is beautified and rendered Good. . . .
Therefore, even the Devil (Skastan) of such a gnostic, having
become thoroughly good, is beautified by Islam and his
evil-commanding-soul itself having come to peace surrenders
with pleasure to its Lord. This is why the Chief of the

9. *Mental’* here simply means derivative since the world subsists neither
in God’s mind nor in His Being as we have learnt before.
10. The meaning of this will be determined in Chapter IIL
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“into real fﬁStEﬂﬂE. therefore, the world becomes more
rfect. This, which may be called ‘*the proof of the real
existence of the world”, has an interesting parallel in
Descartes’ proof for the existence of God. Instead of the
Cartesian human mind we have the Divine mind ; and in-
stead of the idea of the perfect Being we have the idea of an
essentially imperfect being into which reflections of the
Ideas of Divine perfections come to inhere. One of the Ideas
is that of existence, and although the Idea is in Ged’s mind,
it is not an Idea of mental existence but of real existence.?
While Descartes was trying to establish rationally God’s
éxistence which was in doubt, Sirhindi is attempting to
. establish the real existence of the world which was being
doubted by the Safic-Vedantic monism.
But “where’’ does the world exist ? And this is the third
cardinal point on which Sirhindi disagrees with Ibn al-
‘Arabi. According to Ibn al-‘Arabi, the world exists in the
only thing there is—the pure Being which is God. Only the
World does not exist ‘‘veritably’’ as God does—it is a pure
reflection in the “‘mirror of pure Being'’. Or, as Sirhindi
puts it, it is only an “‘appearance’’ (namud). With both of
these tenets Sirhindi disagrees. God, for Sirhindi, as we have
seen, is not only pure Being but has other attributes, al-
though at that level no attributes can be predicated of Him,
‘God’s Being, therefore, cannot serve as the locus of the
existence of the World, for then the World would become
* God. And Ibn al-‘Arabi’s talk of reflection makesthe World
only an attenuated carbon copy of God. The world, there-
fore, exists externally not only to God’s Mind but also to His
Being. It is an imperfect being with only a derivative
existence, but it is on its own, with its own constitution,
its own capacities and destiny.® But of the relationship of

wo problems and their contents have

7. This is an interesting analogy ; the t
historical connectiom whatever bet-

nothing in common; and of course there is 0o

ween the two,
8, Shaikh Sirhindi also inweighs against the ‘ulama’-/ zawahir who seem to

bim to set the world and God at par in terms of existence, text p. 21, line 1.
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justification behind the rather formal account given by the
Shaikh of the distinction between the absolute and the
attributive levels. For at the absolute level, where there
are no predicates, negation or contradiction would be out
of place. But when, at the predicational level, an attributeis
affirmed of a subject in a proposition, thisattribute becomes
distinguishable not only from other positive attributes,
but also and necessarily, ficm its opposite; whenever an
affirmative proposition comes to be true, a negative pro-
position also comes to be true. This is what the Shaikh
means when he says that ‘“derivative attiibution (hami-s
ishtigaqg) is true of God only at the level of adumbration
(zilliyat)."’®

The Essences of the Contingents then are constituted in
the mind of God, as having their base or matters as non-
being or evil but receiving in themselves effluences or reflec-
tions of Divine perfections or attributes as their form.
Now, one of these perfections of God is existence. Therefore,
by receiving an effluence of this perfection, the contingents
cease to be mere Essences in the Divine mind and come to
exist externally. This is creation. While discussing Ibn al-
‘Arabi, we asked: *“Why does the world ccme out of God’s
mind and exist externally? And what happens when it
does so?”’ Ibnal-‘Arabi’s answer was that the world thereby
attains to consciousness. Shaikh Sirhindi’s answer is the
same: only he has been able to give a perfectly logical
account of the fact of creation. The reflection of the Divine
attribute of existence must bring the contingent Essences
out of [His mind, for this is what the very fact of the
reflection of this particular attribute means. By coming

6. Text, p. 2. When Shaikh Ahmad accuses the siUfis and the philosophers
(hukama') of confusing the two levels of asserting existence of Gecd, he must mean,
I think, later philosophers who were influenced by sfiism. I have shown abaove
how, €2, 1bn Sind distinguishes between God's existence and the existence of
created beings. Al-Firibi dees the same, Beginning with Suhrawardi, however, as
expounded above, this doctrine takes a new turn and later the distinction bet.
ween the contingent and the necessary became one maintained by sheer courtesy.
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structure something which cannot really belong there. For
‘:"J'od is pure Being ; His attributes flow from this pure Being
in which there is no admixture of any kind, nor in the
process of the explication of these attributes from their
primordial state has anything happened or could anything
happen which would provide an occasion for the introduc-
tion of this strange and extraneons element of antithesis
or non-being. How could, from pure Being and unmixed
good, there arise non-being and evil ? Has Shaikh Ahmad,
purely on the basis of his “‘moral facts”’, interpnlated these
opposites without any philosophical justification?

The reply to this objection against the central thesis of
Shaikh Ahmad has been indicated although not explicitly
stated by himself. The intrinsic characteristic of conscious-
ness, whether Divine or any other, is to manifest or clarify
or show or illuminate objects. This is what knowledge
means. Hence the perennial analegy between light and
knowledge. But what is this showing or clarification? A
fundamental part of this clarification, called knowledge, 1s
discernment. Now, the most primordial form of discernment
is discernment between opposites. God cannot know His own
Being, Knowledge, Power unless He somehow knows also
what not-being, ignorance and impotence are like. Accord-
ing to a famous hadith, quoted often by Ibn al-‘Arabi.
himself, God created the world-because He wanted Himself
+o be known. That is why, Ibn al-‘Arabi says, God created
a second god (the-world) . According to Sirhindi, God could
best display Himself or be best known only through an an-
tithesis in whom He could cast a reflection of Himself, so
that both would be thrown in bold relief, and he quoted
al-Mutanabbi’s saying: ““‘And it is through their opposites
that things are known (literally, become clear).”’

Tt is true that Shaikh Ahmad has quoted the Arab poet
in a moral rather thana logical context, but the account we
have just given is not only desired but also justified by
his metaphysical doctrine. This is the real philosophical
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Subject becomes conscious of his manifold, indeed unlimit-
ed, perfections, the attribute of Being serving as the centre
of the attributes; the latter, so to speak, fan themselves
out severally as- Knowledge, Power, etc. So far Shaikh
Ahmad has differed on one point from Ibn al-‘Arabi, viz.
in asserting that even at the absolute level, God, as pure
Being, contains the attributes as real external existents,
whereas Ibn al-‘Arabi had maintained that externally noth-
ing exists but pure Being and that attributes arise only in
the mind of God. This, as we shall soon see its implications,
is a major point of difference, but now comes the central
issue of conflict with the great sufi theosoph with regard to
the content and nature of the Divine consciousness.

Ibn al-‘Arabi had held that the multiplicity of the
attributes, which constituted ‘the Divine Mind, was
the furniture of the universe. The World, in fact, was
nothing but the Divine attributes reflected in the only
external existent—the pure Being. JThese Divine attributes,
Ibn al-‘Arabi calls the Essences of the Contingents. At this
point- Shaikh Ahmad comes into categorical contradiction
with the teaching of Ibn al-‘Arabi. For Shaikh Ahmad,
when the attributes come to exist in a multiple manner in
the mind of God, they generate their own opposites. Thus,
e.g., Knowledge stands over against an antithesis called
ignorance, Power is opposed by its contradictory, viz.
powerlessness, and so on. The sum total of these attributes
and their specificantitheses constitufes both the Divine con-
sciousness and the material of the universe. The Essences of
the Contingents are really the opposites of the Divine attri-
butes, or ‘“‘non-beings’’ (a‘dam) as SirhindI calls them. But
in these opposites or antitheses the positive attributes cast
their reflections. The Essences of the Contingents are thus
these ‘‘non-beings’’ plus the reflections that come to inhere
in them of the positive attributes.

One may express a suspicion here that Shaikh Ahmad
has arbitrarily introduced here into his metaphysical
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ButifIbn al-‘Arabi’s metaphysical system does not take
account of the facts of moral struggle, it is not enough just
to state these facts by way of criticism; they must be
worked into a new system of metaphysics. In order to do
this it is necessary to break through the monistic frame-
work of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s system at scme point where opposi-
tion or dualism can be effectively and correctly introduced.
As we shall presently see, on this issue Shaikh Ahmad’s
thought has experienced some difficulty and has undergone
a development, while the moral motive has retained its in-
tensity constantly.

According to Shaikh Ahmad’s earlier statement, Ged's
essence is absolute Being. The term ‘‘absolute’” here means
that, at that level, nothing can be predicated of God, not
strictly speaking, even existence, for all predication impliesa
relation. One may say ‘“God is Being’’ but not ‘‘God exists’’.
This level of absoluteness Shaikh Ahmad calls the “‘level of
primordiality”’ (asalat) ‘implicitness’’ (¢ymal). Similarly, at
the level of primordiality, or absoluteness, pure Being con-
tains in itself the essential attributes of God’s Knowledge,
Power, etc., i.e. the level of pure, absolute Being includes
God’sattributes and does not exclude them as Ibn al-‘Arabi
taught. Only these attributes do not exist as attributes or
predicates, but pure Being, simply by being pure Being, s
all that becomes attributes at the predicationallevel. At this

‘latter level, called the “‘level of adumbration” (z#//iyat) or
explicitness (fafsil), it is possible to say ‘‘God exists,” **God
knows,’” etc. ; onlyat this'predicational level one must not
lose sight of the fact that one is not giving the primordial
truth about God.*

The predicational level, with its multiplicity of attri-
butes, including that of being, occurs in'the mind of Ged,
for in the Divine consciousness, those attributes, although
still forming a unity, have to spell themselves out, as their

-ﬁ. Tﬂtl PP'- l'm
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But what do they exist in? Now, since there is nothing ex-
ternally existent except God’s Being, that Being must be the
locus of the existence of these reflections. Thus the totality
of the world is nothing but the Divine Mind reﬂeu:ted in the
mirror of God’s Being.

Shaikh Ahmad opposes this doctrine of Ibn aI-‘Arabi on
moral and religious grounds : in its pure monism it does not
take account of the evil that exists so palpably and, by
removing the contrast between the holy and the godd on
the one hand and the positively unholy and evil on the other,
it leaves no ground for real religion. “‘Since the great Shaikh
Muhy al-Din has overlooked the real evil, badness and cor-
ruption of these Essences of the contingents, he hasregarded
them as Ideas of the Mind of God the Exalted. These Ideas,
for him, have cast a reflection in the mirror of the Being of
God—Dbesides Whom, according to the Shaikh, nothing exists
externally—and have acquired an external shadow being
(namnd). And (since) he does not consider these Ideas to be
anything except the Namesand Attributes of the Necessary
Being, he inevitably declares the doctrine of the Unity of
Being and affirms the identity of the contingent with the
Necessary Being. Holding that evil and badness are rela-
tive, and denying that there is an absolute evil or pure
badness, hesays that thereis nothing evil-in-itself, Indeed he
thinks that A« fr and misguidedness are evil only relatively to
(true) faith and righteousness; in themselves they are exact-
ly and verily good and salutary—he goes so far as to exhort
the people of kufr and misguidedness to stand firm in their
position. He quotes the verse of the Qur’an: ‘And there is
no living creature but that its forelcck is in the grip of the
Lord: verily, my Lord is on the right path’, as being con-
firmatory of his view. Of course; why should one, who
affirms the Unity of Being, try t-::: restrain himself from

such utterance?’’

4. Text, p. 14, line 6 1.
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The metaphysical criticism is directed against Ibn al-
““Arabi because in the words of Shaikh Ahmad *‘before the
Shaikh (Ibn al-‘Arabj) none among this group (i.e. the stfis)
has spoken of this knowledge and these mysteries—not in this
fashion. No doubt, utterances of unity and union (with
God) have come from them under the seizure of intoxica-
tion (i.e. in the state of ecstasy) and they have cried out
‘T am God’ or ‘Glory be to me’, but they have not been able
to formulate and express the (precise) manner of this union
and unity. The Shaikh has, therefore, become the confirma-
tion of the earlier sifis and the argument for the later ones.’ i
According to Shaikh Ahmad, Ibn al-‘Arabi’s position is
as follows.? God, asthe Absolute, is indeterminatein nature.
He simply exists without any existent qualities, which fact
is expressed by saying that at that level God’s attributes
are identical with His Being. At the level of God as Mind,
however, His absolute nature becomes determinate ang at-
tributes emerge. Within the Divine Mind, two levels may
be distinguished. At the prior level the attributesare a unity
and only implicitly multiple; at the second level they be-
come explicitly multiple and distinct. The first level of the
Divine Mind, containing all the attributes implicitly in its
unity is the Essence of Muhammad, while the totality of
the distinct attributes at the second level constitutes the
Essences of all the contingent beirgs. These Essences exist
only in the Divine Mind, not externally, for the externally
existent is only the pure attributeless Being of God. As the
content of the Divine Mind they are a part of the realm of
Necessary existence (Wujab al-Wujiid), although, of course,
they do not exist.

The multiplicity of the many which appears to have
real existence in the world is a reflection of the multiplicity
of the Divine attributes in the Divine Mind. As reflections
or modes they do exist, but only as reflections or modes.

2, Text, p. 24, line 1 fi. 3. Text, p. 22 {1,
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the Safj thinking remained almost purely non-speculative
and ethical. But under the influence of fresh injections from
Persia and directly from Ibn al-‘Arabi’s works there sprang
speculative mystical thought of which the glaring mani-
festation on the political plane was Akbar’s Din-i Ilahi,
which was positively thwarted by the Muslims but to which
nothing but overall indifference was shown also by Hindu-
ism which itself had experienced a series of important and
interesting developments from tenth century onwards.?

The movement which set out as an Islamic reaction to
these forces found its chief intellectual and spiritual leader
in Shaikh Ahmad. He attacked the doctrine of monism,
Unity of Being (Walkdat al-Wujad) both metaphysically
and on the basis of his mystic experience. The former is
directed against Ibn al-‘Arabi, the second against all Safis
who declare the unitive experience to be the highest and
truest fact of mystic life. We shall study the metaphsyical
side in this section and the mystical in the next.

1. In the tenth century a.np. Shankara's maya dcctrine was severely criti-
cised by Bhaskara who believed that the world was real, but that it represented
the Brahman in bendage from which it must be freed. In the eleventh century
came RImInuja with his theory of attributive monism, In oppecsition to
Stankara and along with Bhiskara he bolds the world to be real, but, against
Bhiskara he argues that the attributes (this world) not only do not put the
Brahman in bondage and thus create a duality within Brahman, but are identical
with Brahman, who becomes the werld in “'sheer sport”. “Fer him, the identity
¢f the Brahman with the souls is the last word’' (4 History of Indian Philosophy
by Das Gupta, Vol. 111, p. 184). According to R¥manuvja, therefore, everything
in this world is an attribute of the High Brahman itself. The view that
RimZnuja’s system is “‘theistic’’ does not secm to me to be correct. It is sheer
monism endeavouring within monism to be theism. Creationism (or dualism), a
necessary implication of theism, is simply non.existent here. Nevertheless, the
doctrine of the freedom of the human will is also morally central to his system,
even though irreconcilable with his metaphysical monism. In his doctrine of
meoral-religions endeavour, he speaks of man as *servant' of the Lord and
emphasises the idea of '“surrender of man to Ged™'. A proper theistic doctrine was
built much later by Nimbirka who lived, it seems, during the fourteenth.
hiteenth century (see Das.Gupta, op. cit,, Vol. 111, p. 309). According to this teach.
ing which shows remarkable resemblance with the wajib-mumkin doctrine of the
Kalam and of Ibn Sina, the world's existence is dependent upon and derivative
fropn God's existence and the term *‘exgsts,’’ therefore, cannot be applied to bath

io the same sense,



CHAPTER II
SHAIKH AHMAD’S DOCTRINE OF BEING

(A) The Metaphysical Doctrine

The monistic doctrine of Being, as formulated in Ibn
al-‘Arabr’s system, with its expressed implications for the
long-standing problem of Sufism concerning the status of
prophethood and the Shari‘ah vis-d-vis mystic saintliness
(nubuwwah and wilayah), proved the corner-stone for sub-
sequent Stfic developments in Islam, especially in Persia
and India. In Persia a liaison occurred between Ibn Sind’s
theory of Being and Ibn al-‘Arabism, the former having
been interpreted under the influence of the latter. Al-
Ghazall had exercised philosophy and had sought, with a
considerable measure of success, to effect an alliance of
Sufism and orthedoxy, although the tension between the
two remained. As a result, particularly of Suhraward!’s
ishrdg and especially of Ibn al-‘Arabl’s speculation, phi-
losophy—spurned as ever by orthodoxy—became more and
more mystical and the conjunction of the two produced a
very lively flowering of speculative mysticism or mystical
philosophy, the former mainly expressed in some of the
best Persian poetry—e.g. Rumi and Jami, the latter in
prose of which Mulla Sadra is the monument,. ' Hama ast’ —
All is God—is the keynote of this thought. When this
product reached India, its force was increased manifold by
Hindu India’s patent and specialist native product of
Vedantic monism. The rapproachment remained at first
at the popular level of which the Bhakti Movement was
the socio-religious manifestation, while at the higher level
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he has attempted?? to redeem this by saying that whenever
it is said that saintliness is higher than prophethood, they
are always referred to as existing in the same person, for
a follower can never outdo him whom he follows. But even
there the words are elliptical : ‘‘for the follower can never
overtake him whom he follows in that where he follows
him,”’ 1.e. the External Law,

52, Or, is it a later interpolation ? Cf. Chapter III, Sirhindi's Criticism of
Ibn al.*Arabi and his commentators.
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(P. 63, 4) ‘“The Prophet Muhammad has likened pro-
phethood to a wall which was all complete for one brick :
so he himself was that brick. Now, the Prophet did not see
except as he said—a single brick. But when the *‘Seal of the
Saints’’ necessarily sees this phenomenon . . . he sees the
empty place of two bricks (not one). . .. So he will see the
two bricks which are deficient in the wall as being one of
gold and the other of silver. He will then necessarily see
himself as filling in the gap of these fwo bricks—so that the
wall may become complete. |

“The reason why the ‘‘Seal of the Saints’’ sees the place of
two bricks is because he is a follower of the External Law
of the “‘Seal of the Prophets’ who fills in the gap of one
brick—the silver one. This is the External aspect of the
«Sea] of the Saints’’—his obedience of the Law. But he is also
a (direct) pupil of God receiving inwardly that of which
the exterior is followed by him in the External form. For /e
sees things as they are. Therefore, he must see the (empty)
place of the golden brick as well—which is the Inner. The
«Seal of the Prophets’’ receives by the mediacy of the Angel
of Revelation. . . .”

(P.64,5)“Therefore, the ' Sealof the Prophets’’ , in so far
as his saintliness is concerned, bears the same relation to the
“Seal of the Saints’’ as other prophets bear to him. For he is
the saint-prophet, whereas the ““Seal of the Saints’’ 1s the
saint, the (true) inheritor, the pupil of the Original Source,
the perceiver of all ranks of existence. ¥

No fair-minded person, I think, can say after reading
this passage that by the «‘Seal of the Saints’’, the Inner of
Muhammad, the prophet is meant; all the allusions are to
«‘someone who is under the jurisdiction of the External Law
of the Seal of the Prophets’’. There is little doubt that Ibn
al- Arabi himself is meant. Later onin the Fusus,”* however,

&l. p. 135, 124.
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theosophical-metaphysical system, unprecedented in Stfism,
his solution had much wider, sweeping implications. The
upshot is that Ibn al-‘Arabi cuts the two—the Inner and
External—apart {rom one another so that the two are not
harmonised but juxtaposed. Each prophet is also a waliy, a
saint. By virtueof the latter—the External—he brings a Law
and an organised religion: by virtue of the former, which
constitutes his Inner, he is a true representation of the
Logos. Prophethood is a temporary and transient pheno-
menon for it 1s only meant for the regulation of life in this
world ; saintliness is eternal, abiding, even as the Logos.
The prophet gets his knowledge not directly {from the Logos
but through the intermediacy of the angel, while the saint
is the direct pupil of the Logos or the Holy Spirit.

But just as the outer religious history (the history of
organised religion) is a gradual development, culminating
in the “‘Seal of the Prophets’’ Muhammad, so the Inner of
the religion is represented at the highest level in the ‘‘Seal
of the Saints’’, The source of the knowledge of the Seal of
the Saints 1s, as we have said above, the Lcgos itself which
Ibnal-"Arabicalls the Essence of Muhammad. This Essence,
however, 1s not to be identified with Muhammad the Prophet,
since prophethood deals merely with the External, but in
its truest sense with the seal of the saints. But who is the
Seal of the Saints? I think there is little doubt that Ibn al-
‘Arabi himself is meant (Fus#g, p. 62, 21). This knowledge
is possessed only by the Seal of the Prophets and the Seal
of the Saints, No prophet can ever know it directly except
through the light (mishkat, literally, niche) of the Seal of
the Prophets: nor can a saint know it except through the
light of the Seal of the Saints—indeed, even the prophets
know 1t only through the light of the Seal of the Saints, i.e.
the prophets, in so far as they are also saints, know it only
from the light of the Seal of the Saints. .. even though
the Seal of the Saints be under the jurisdiction of the Seal
of the Prophets in matter of External Law. . . .
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like and dislike (al-karahiyah wa’l-mahabbah) which are
applicable both to God and to man: “'I mean by good that
which is conducive to someone's purpese and is in harmony
with his nature and temperament, and by evil that which
contravenes his purpose and is contrary to his nature and
temperament :*"*® again, “‘Is it conceivable or not that there
be in the world a temperament which sees only goodness in
everything and does not see any evil at all (good =tayy:b;
bad = khabith). We say this is never the case, for we did not
see this even in the Root of the world. which is God—we
found Him, too, liking and disliking.’’*? It is obvious from
this that Ibn al-‘Arabl is an axiolcgical realist, 1f relativist,
and far removed from the doctrine of Illusionism (Maya—
the Vedantic doctrine which declares the material world as
evil to be Illusion) ; but he cannot carry his distinctions to
a genuinely ethical plane. For time, the world, taken in its
entirety, is the revelation of God, and the conflict of ‘‘likes”’
and ‘‘dislikes” constitutes the rhythm of God Himself af this
[evel.

The Logos, in so far as it not merely ¢s the world but
is the source of religious revelation to mankind, is the meta-
physical, pre-existent Essence of the Prophet Muhammad.
The history of religious experience of mankind thus appears
to Ibn al-‘Arabi as the gradual unfolding in the world-pro-
cess of the Logos, culminating in the advent of Muhammad.
But here the perennial problem of Muslim mysticism poses
itcelf for Ibn al-‘Arabi: religious knowledge and guidance
is of two kinds: prophethood and saintliness (risalah and
wilayah) ; how to reconcile and harmonise the two? Like
other Safis before him, he attempted to solve this problem
with the help of the categories of the Inner (batin) and
External (zahir).®® But having formulated a complete

48, Fusds, p. 118, 84 49. Ibid., pp. 221-2, i
50. Here these two terms are used by Ibn al.*Arabi in the traditional $ufi

sense and, therefore, the emphasis here is on the bafin in opposition to his own
metaphysical theory outlined above where £3hir appears as more perfect,
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and the existential world is played out within God. Hence
it would be better to replace the term “‘emanation’’ with
the term ‘‘descent (fanazzul)'’ or *‘determination (fa‘ayyan)”
which Ibn al-‘Arabi himself uses. The Logos doctrine again
in both of its stages—the uttered and the unuttered Word
(hence Ibn al-‘Arabr’s dicta that the Logos is co-eternal
with God and also that He created it)—is patently there,
but again with fundamental changes. These changes have
occurred from two directions, First, under the influence of
the Peripatetic Entelechism, the created actual world is
regarded by him, in contrast to the holders of the Logos
doctrine, as more perfect, more full-blooded than the ““In-
terior of God’’. Secondly, the Logos, or the Interior of God,
is extended to the whole world and does not exclusively
designate a single person as Jesus Christ in .the Christian
tradition. Certainly, the centre of the Logos is the Essence
of Muhammad, but between this Essence and other Essen-
ces there is only a difference of degrees: the Essence of
Muhammad, unlike Christ in the Christian Logos doctrine,
does not represent a break from or discontinuity with the
rest of the world, an exlusively privileged point. One could
again say here that this is an influence of Islamic tradition
which does not affirm a discontinuity in the religious history
of mankind. But besides this and supporting this there is
also the fact that Ibn al-‘Arabi, following Ibn Gebirol, re-
gards the Logos as the matter of which the entire world is
made, and, of course, as the ““Intellect” of Plotinus.

The resulting optimism is unparalleled in history. The
metaphysical monism is carried unrelentingly into the
denial of ethical dualism. True, Ibn al-‘Arabi would cer-
tainly have us talk of some dualism such as that between
the Inner and the External, that between God and creation
(al-haqq-al-‘abd), but his principles have literally left no room
for it. And, indeed, he himself has reduced the opposition
between Good and Evil to that between agreeable and
disagreeable (al-mula’im wa'’-ghasr al-mula’im), between
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existent seems, on §na1ysis, as though it was in a certain
state in something (i.e. in God’s mind) where it was neither
ex:ste.:nt nﬂr_nnn-existent.”“ Nyberg, commenting on this
doctrine which gives to the real a higher status than the
conceptual, even God'’s conceptual, attributes it to the in-
fluence of religious creationism as opposed to philosophical
emanationism according to which things become worse or
less good as they fall into external reality from their ideal
(conceptual) status. To me, however, it seems more true to
say that the Peripatetic doctrine of the Entelechy, accord-
ing to which external realisation and actualisation consti-
tute the perfection of a thing, is in play here: it is the
realism of Aristotle over against the idealism of Plato and
Neoplatonism. This is all the more so because Ibn Sind, in
his doctrine of existence, had regarded concrete existence as
perfection (kamal) of the essence. Moreover, creationism
implies the newness of the created thing: but in Ibn al-
‘Arabi, there is nothing new : the world, abstracted from
the fact of its existence, is nothing but the realm of Essences.
It may be said, however, that Aristotelianism, when its
concept of God is suitably modified, is in far greater har-
mony with Creationism and, indeed, with evolutionary
creationism (for the world-process can then be seenas the tem-
poral working out, not of a pre-existing complete plan, but
of the unconscious of God) than Neoplatonic-Logos doctrine.

Four main streams of thought may be said to have come
tegether to make Ibn al-‘Arabi’'s God-world identification
and to be responsible for his absolute optimism, although,
from each of thess taken severally, he shows very funda-
mental differenees: the Plotinian emanationism, the Christian
Logos doctrine, the Aristotelian Entelechism and the Intel-
ligible Matter of Ibn Gebirol. The Plotinian emanation-
ism appears drzstically modified in the sense that for the
Neoplatonic dynamic pantheism, a concrete existential pan-
theism is substituted: the whole drama of both the intelligible

47. Nyberg, op. cit., p. 8, 1741,
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the realm of Divine Consciousness are always the ‘‘interior’’
(batin) of God and have not «rsasted concrete existence’’:
God gives them existence by reflecting them in the mirror
of His own existence which is the only external concrete
existence that there is. When the essences are thus reflect-
ed, they come into external existence and become the world.
This is what I mean by the existential pantheism of Ibn
al-‘Arabi. Nothing has really changed, there has been no
‘becoming’ of any kind : the world has simply existentially
reproduced God'’s interior exactly. Previously, we had seen
that the consciousness of God had served as a mirror for
Him, now His being serves as a mirror for His Conscious-
ness. This is what Ibn al-‘Arabi means when he says that
when God sees Himself He sees the world exactly as it 1s
and when He sees the world, He sees Himself exactly as
He is, without any difference whatever.*

From another point of view, however, much has hap-
pened by the externalising of the Divine Consciousness.
Hitherto, the objects of Divine Knowledge were themselves
anconscious : their external existence means that they have
attained to consciousness.*S This is a point which constitutes
the centre of his optimism unlike the Neoplatonic doctrine
and the Logos doctrines of Philo and Origen. For, according
to the one the external existence represents in a definite
sense a fall from the Beatitude, while according to the other
the concrete existence is but a pale, impoverished shadow
of the full-blown and real Intelligible World. Not so with
Ibn al-‘Arabt who explicitly states that ‘‘positive, concrete
existence is prior in rank (bi'l-martaba) to mere existence
in knowledge and equals it in eternal existence . . . from
the point of view of God (i.e. since God has always visua-
lised it in its perfect, existential form, besides apprehend-
ing it as a mere object of His knowledge). For it is only
from the point of view of the creature*® that the concrete

44, Ibid., p. 165, 241. 45, Futihat Makkiya, ch. 17.
48, 1 read al-khalg, following Nyberg's MS. rather than al-hagg.
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This Prime Matter is ‘‘the circle encompassing ab
L] - 5
lutely all the existents without exception an?:l it c%ntai:?;

all the known and existent essences, and those which are
Ilﬂfl—{_‘,?t:lﬁ:tﬂf'lt' and also those which are not non-existent.
Within it is the Intelligible (read al-ma‘qwla for Nyberg's
wa'l-ma‘qala) Life which is eternal in the eternal and
temporal in the temporal, and knowledge and will.""#> Then
Ibn al-“Arabl draws two diagrams, one containing the
Prime Matter and the other showing the personal and
qualitative Names of God ; of the latter he says, ‘‘This dia-
gram is really of the same thing as that one showing the
(Prime) Matter, for substance means the root and the root
of all things is the being of God, the Exalted, for, but for
the concrete existence of the Divine Substance and but for
this Intelligible Matter, this external temporal world could
not have existed.’’#? The one thing that comes out glaringly
from what has been said so far of the ‘‘third thing" is that
it is at one and the same time both God and the world in all
their attributes. We had previously said that God and the
world are co-relates; now they turn out to be identical »
essentia. This is what I mean by essential pantheism. In-
deed -Ibn al-‘Arabi calls the Perfect Man the God Creature
or the Created God and identifies the Essence of essences
with the Safi Essence of Muhammad; but of this more
presently.

Why does Ibn al-‘Arabi say that the Prime Matter or
the Escence of essences is, as such, neutral both to God and
the world, although he equally identifies all the three?
This is because it does not have concrete, external existence.
In later Hellenism, especially in later Neoplatonism, and
among the Muslim philosophers there is a widespread doc-
trine that things exist because God knows them—the doc-
trine of the creative knowledge of God. Ibn al-‘Arabl does
not share this view. For him, the essences which constitute

42, 1bid., p. 24, 1341, 43. 1Ibid., p. 32, 54,



22 Letters of Sirhinds

externally (for what®exists so far externally is only the
Transcendent Reality) but only in the mind of God. Ibn al-
‘ Arabl, who has a great deal to say about this ‘‘thing,’’ calls
it the ‘‘inner’’ of God and God the “‘exterior’’ of it. So far
as the contrast between the existent and non-existent, -
between the eternal and the -temporal, is concerned, this
““thing’’ is neutral and is both: ““As for the third thing, it
cannot be described as existent or non-existent, as temporal
or eternal.’’¥ Again: ““If you said this thing is identical
with the world you would be right, or if you said it is the
Eternal Glorious God, you would be equally correct.’’?” This
““thing’’ in fact is the stuff identically both of God and of
the world at this level.®® ‘‘This is the Root of the world, the
Root of the (Ash‘arite) Atomic Substance, the Sphere of
(Divine and World) Life and the Created God [al-kagg al-
makhlug should be read for Nyberg's ulhiq al-makhlig—see
the Futuhat, Vol. I, p. 2 (the two verses sq.) and p. 8 last
line, p. 9, line 3; also Vol. II, p. 45 lines 24-28; also bths should,
I think, be omitted, after Nyberg’s MSS. UW2L]. . .. From
this third thing appeared the world; therefore, this thing is
the Essence of essences of the world which are conceived as
universals in the mind; it appears in the eternal as eternal
and in the temporal as temporal.’’® This ‘‘thing”’ is the
Prime Matter of the world. ““So name it what you will: the
Essence of essences, or Matter or Prime Matter or the génus
of genuses and call the essences contained in this third thing
the Primary Essences or the Higher Genuses. And this third
thing iseternally inseparable from the Necessary Being (God)
posited besides Him  except that it has no concrete existence.4
Although in his more exoteric works the author speaks also
of a production or creation of this thing by God.* '

38, Ibid., p. 31, 14 f1 37. 1bid,, p. 17, off.

38, Ibid,, p. 12, 10. pp. 29-32; see also Fusds, p. 63, 9ff,, etc, This idea is in
fact fundamental in Ibn al-*Arabj.

39, Ibid., op. cit., p. 17, 64, 40, Ibid., p. 19, 144,

41. Ibid., p. 49, 6ff, In fact the two correspond to the ‘‘uttered’” and
**unuttered’” states of the Philonjc-Christian Logos,
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impossible.'** It is important to note that according to the
philosophers—al-Farabi and Ibn Sina—too, God, who
operates by a rational necessity, has no real choice and this
is why they say that the contingent existent, although
possible in itself, is, nevertheless, necessary when viewed
from God'’s side. But there is a difference between the phi-
losophers and Ibn al-‘Arabi: according to the philosophers,
things in themselves are only possible and this possibility
is a feature which they carry in themselves: hence their
necessity is something additional to themselves and is
literally bestowed by God, the giver of existence (Wahib al-
wujiid). According to Ibn al-‘Arabi, on the other hand,
things in themselves are not contingent but necessary and,
therefore, exiStence is not something that comes to them but
they simply have it. Ibn al-‘Arabi no doubt continues to
apply the terms ‘‘Necessary’’ and ‘‘Contingent’ (e.g.
Fusgug, p. 53) but these are not only not absolute, denoting
per se features of God and the world as in the case of al-
Suhrawardl: they are completely unreal. This is because in
al-‘Arabl we have a case of double pantheism, both exis-
tential and essential: the world, or its pinnacle—the Per-
fect Man—#s God not only in its existential quality but
also in the whole of what it is. We shall now describe how
this double pantheism comes about.

According to our theosoph, God is pure real existence
which at its transcendant level has no essence and no name
 and is, therefore, to be described only negatively, which

negations, however, do not constitute real knowledge about
Him. At the second level, however, God contemplates and
knows Himself. This self-knowledge generates His attributes
of Life, Knowledge, Will, etc., which also form the content
of His knowledge. Ibn al-‘Arabi regards this realm of the
contents of Divine Knowledge as an entity-in-itself which
is co-eternal with God; only this realm does not exist

35. S. Nyberg, Kleinere Schriften, p. 10, 12 1,
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Reality Himself through this being.* ... Now God the
Glorious had already brought into existence the entire uni-
verse as a completed figure but without spirit (r@z}s), so that
it was like a mirror, although unpolished. It is also of the
nature of the Divine Command that it never brings into
existence a place which does not also receive a Divine Spirit
which He (in the Qur’an) expresses as ‘breathing into it".
. So the Command required the polishing of this mirror or
the inspiration of this figure.”” Again, ‘‘As for the manhood
of man (insan), this signifies his all-comprehensive nature
and the fact that he encompasses all the Ideas, for man is
unto God what the pupil of the eye (insan al-‘ain) is to
the eye, by which sight occurs’’*—And so on. God and man
are then co-relates—Godhead is inconceivable without man-
hood: we have now to inquire more closely the exact terms
of this co-relation,

While discussing al-Sahrawardl we saw that he had
rejected the concept of a distinciio in re between essence
and existence and had reduced the difference between con-
tingency and necessity to a difference in degree. Ibn al-
‘Arabi abrogates the whole idea of contingency and teaches.
that things are either necessary or impossible: ‘‘The real
nature (or things) establishes God's Will but disallows {ree
choice on His part, just as it establishes His knowledge but
rules out His Management (through a free choice between
alternatives—tadbir). Although the Qur'an has it: ‘God
manages the affairs (of the world)’ and also that: ‘And
thy Lord creates what He wishes and chooses,” yet he who
understands the mystery of the laying down of the Law
knows the real place of these dicta about God’s manage-
ment and choice. I shall explain—God willing—in this
book that God has Will but without free choice and that
in the realm of being there is absolutely nothing possible
or contingent and that everything is either necessary or

33. The sentence is faulty: the apodosis is missing.
34, Affifi, op. cit., p. 50, 1 ff.
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out and intellectually synthesised as partly absorbed and
par!.ly amassed by high suggestible and unbridled imagi-
nation. The result is a certain lack of fixity even of some
of the cardinal ideas within the system. Nevertheless, in its
fundamental scheme it has a very definite character which
it is sufficient to outline for our purpose here. This funda-
mental scheme is outspokenly, unhesitatingly, pantheistic
and is systematically, if briefly, set out only in his treatise
Insha’ al-Dawa’ir ,composed almostcontemporaneously with
his mangnum opus al-Futuhat al-Makkiya and published
by S. Nyberg in his Kleinere Schriften des Ibn al-‘Arabi
(Leiden, 1919). The brief account given in the Insha’, when
read in the light of Fus@g al-Hikam—the author’s latest
and comprehensive if not. systematic work—can undoubt-
edly give Ibn al-‘Arabi’s doctrine.
" The basic motivation of Ibn al-‘Arabl in constructing
his out-and-out, monistic system is to reveal the greatness
and centrality of man—the microcosm which reflects not
only the ‘“created’’ universe but essentially the Deity: his
system is anthropocentric.. Why is it, he asks, that the
Qur'ansays: ‘‘And He had subdued for you what is in the
Heavens and what is in the earth.’’*! The answer 1s that
God wanted to reveal His Glory to Himself and so He
“‘created’’ this perfect mirror for Himself. 1bn al-‘Arabi
has reiterated this doctrine of the indispensability of man
to God as the latter’s Self-Revelation in several contexts
and on innumerable occasions. At the beginning of the
Fusas? we have: ‘“When God the Glorious willed, in so far
as He is constituted by His Beautiful Names, to see their
concrete existence—or, if you would so like, to see His own
concrete existence—in a comprehensive being containing the
whole Reality, by virtue of his becoming existent, and
(when God willed) that He should manifest His Inner

31, Qur'sn, XLV. 13.
32. Ed. A.A. Afifi, Cairo, 1946, p. 48, 144.
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it logical, although he states expressly that his use of the
torm is literal and not derived from the phenomenon of
knowledge.?” But then he does not say what in its literal
usage Light dots mean. At all events, self-awareness is
regarded as the constitutive element of being: ‘“Self-aware-
ness, then, is not an attribute of or something additional
to your being . . . nor is it only a part of your being, for
in that case, that other part of yourself will be unknown,’’#®
Again: ‘“You should not say, ‘My being is something first and
is then necessarily attended by self-manifestation (zuhar).'®
For, in that case, your self will be unknown in itself. On the
contrary, the self is nothing but self-manifestation and self-
luminosity.”’3 Al-Suhrawardi claims that only by taking
Light tobe the real natureof being and not merely immateri-
ality—as the philosophers had done—can one establish a
spiritual, self-conscious €go.

Thus does al-Suhrawardi, by taking the principles of
the earlier Muslim philosophers by refuting their cardinal
distinctions between essence and existence and between
possibility and necessity and further by overthrowing their
theory of knowledge by a simple substitution of Light, erect
a pantheism of self-luminous, self-reflecting, self-present

existence, varying in degree of intensity.

(C) Ibn al-‘Arabi

Muhy al-Din ibn al-‘Arabi, known in-the Muslim Stfi
tradition as al-Shaikh al-Akbar (probably in a somewhat
conscious contrast to the title al-Shaikh al-Ra'is bestowed on
ibn Sina) is the greatest and most influential Sifi speculative
thinker. His system displays a wealth of ideas rarely parallel-
ed in the history of human thought. But these ideas, drawn
from all the available sources—Greco-Gnostic, Christian,

Persian, Islantic, Jewish—are not so much logically worked

27. Ibid., p. 107, 10-11, 23, Ibid., p. 112, 13.
29. I think the inverted commas in the text should ¢lose here not after the .

words “"‘unknown in itself'’ as M, Corbin has it,
30. Opera, 11, p. 114, 6 £,
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_ Although the idea of existential paritheism was present
in al-Suhrawardi’s mind from the beginning, there have
b.een twnigenuine developments in the final formulation of
his dmtnr{e. To the first development we have pointed
before. Thliﬂ concerns the notion of objective contingency
and necessity. In the Talwikat, as we have said above
there is a real hesitation in the philosopher’s mind on thé
issue : he both accepts objective possibility and rejects it.
In the Hikmat al-Ishrag, on the other hand, there is no
trace of this embarrassing ambivalence. This clears the
way for an existential pantheism. The second development
concerns the nature of pantheism itself. In the Talwilat
(which, however, it should be pointed out, he regards only
as an introduction to his real philosophy), although the
Peripatetic theory of knowledge is criticised,- he does not
introduce the notion of ishrag. The result is that, although
he regards both existence and self-presence (self-awareness)
as in some sense constituting the Ultimate Reality, he is
not able to synthesize them. Indeed, in the quotation we
have cited at length on pages 11-12, he went so far as to
say that consciousness of the self 1s not constitutive of it
since consciousness already assumes the self. The result is
a purely existential pantheism.

In the Hikmat al-Ishrag, on the other hand, although
a similar criticism of the Peripatetic theory of knowledge—
based on the abstraction of forms—is made,*® and a similar
assimilation of all forms of cognition to seli-awareness is
put forward, the earlier notion of presence (hud#r)1s amend-
ed by the fuller and more positive concept of manifestation
(zuhur). All knowledge is a kind of illumination and involves
light; self-awareness is therefore self-luminousness and the
self-aware ‘is nothing but the Light itself. This kind of
reasoning must have been at the back of our author’s
doctrine of Light, for this is what gives it point and makes

26. Ibid., pp. 90 £,
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exist . . . no other differentia is needed. The contingency
of my being consists precisely in its imperfection (and
nothing else) and necessity of His being means His perfect
existence. ‘If it is objected that in a self-subsisting entity
(like being) there is no ‘‘more or less’ (or perfect and
imperfect), I shall say that this is pure dogatism.” "'# .
This last sentence brings out clearly the importance of
the category of degree, expressed in terms of ‘‘more and less’’
and, equivalently, ‘‘perfect and imperfect’” inal-Suhrawardi,
and it throws into glaring relief his purpose in introducing
it for it is absolutely fundamental for the establishment of
his pantheism. In all the treatises edited by H. Corbin he
treats of this category, apparently innocently, and argues
that difference in degree dces not involve a change in the
essence as the Peripatetics believe. It also shows why he
wants to reject the distinction between essence and exist-
ence. The whole Reality is for him a single homogeneous
essence or a single existence with differences in terms of
““more or less,”” and one must not say that in the (so-
called) created existents the essence of the Ultimate Reality,
God, has changed. Man is only a lesser God as God is just
a greater man. The scale of the continuum of Reality is
differentiated only by points of varying degree of intensity
and these points represent the eternal realm of Platonic
Ideas which he re-affirms in the Hikmat al-Ishrag. But the
realm of Ideas is not the heterogeneous mass of Peripatetic
essences, but a homogeneous substance—Light—in which
the Ideas appear as merely so many glittering centres of
radiation. The Aristotelian essence (mahiyah) is a purely
subjective myth like contingency and necessity—indeed,
all Aristotelian categories are mere mental abstractions,?*
There is as little distinction within al-Suhrawardi’s realm
of Light as within the gloom of his Darkness—""the whole
of God is existence and the whole of existence is God™’.?*

23, Ibid,, pp. 115, 6; 115, end. 24, Ibid., 11, p, 4.
25, Ibid,, I, p. 35, 11,
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from of knowledge beyond the self to the whole realm of being.
~ The direct and necessary consequence of extending the
concept of self-awareness is the affirmation of identity of
being in true experience: “Then I asked him [Aristotle]
about the meaning of union and identity of all souls and of
their identity with the Active Intellect. He said: ‘So long
as you are in this world you are veiled from this (truth),
but when you leave it (i.e. this world) in a perfect state
you shall have union and identity.’? And the same result
is reached by the denial of the distinction between essence
and existence for, in self-awareness, we are not aware of any
essence or quality except pure existence. When I am alone
with my self and consider it, I find there existence (alone).
—And on analysis I find nothing in my self except existence
and consciousness (¢drak). This self is distinct from others
only through certain accidents and through (self-) conscious-
ness; thus there remains nothing but existence. . . . The
self is not constituted by self-consciousness for self-conscious-
ness already presupposes the self; nor is it constituted
by the consciousness of something else, for this is not
necessary for it ; and as for the capacity for consciousness,
it is an accidental quality. ... Thus I judge that my
essence is nothing but existence unanalysable into two
constituents, except certain negations—for which positive
names have been invented—and relations. _
““Question: ‘Perhaps you have an unknown differentia?’
““ Answer: ‘If I knew what I am, then whatever unknown
something there may be additional to it, it will be outside
the ““I'" and will in fact be “‘it"".’ -
““Then I am told that (if I am pure existence) my being
will become necessary (like God’s). . . I shall say: necessary
being is that pure being which is the most perfect, whereas
‘my being is imperfect ; it is related to.God as the ray
of light is related to the sun. When the difference in per-
fection and imperfection (as between me and God) does

29, Ibid., p. 73, 9.
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—vividly reminiscent of al-Ghazali’s critical spirit displayed
in his Tahafut al-Falasifah (which may have served as an
inspiration to our philosopher)—he seeks to show that the
postulate of matter does not only not explain anything but
is incapable of explaining itself. Then follows the attack on
tbe Peripatetic notion of form or the distinction between
the essence and the accidents, etc. We shall resume this
point presently.

The second fundamental line of criticism is developed
along epistomological lines. In a vision?® he inquires from
" Aristotle as to the nature of knowledge. The Greek philoso-
pher tells him that the solution of the problem lies in a
consideration of self-knowledge which does not result from
any abstraction of a form of the self, but is a direct
awareness of the present self, All true knowledge is direct
(“4lm hudari) not through the mediation of a form (‘#im
husnli). ‘‘He said : “now that you know that the soul does
not know through an effect or a form” (caused in it by the
subject) which corresponds to the known object, next you
should know that intellection consists in the direct presence
(of the object) to the immaterial substance (i.e. the mind),
or, rather, in the fact that the object is not absent from the
subject. . . . The soul is immaterial and non-absent from
itself and it knows itself (in this direct manner) in so far it
1s thus immaterial.”"?! If we had on other bodies the power
and influence which we have on our own, we would know
them all, as has been said before, directly, without the
mediacy of form. The inspiration in this whole section is
drawn from the famous argument of Ibn Sina who, using
Plotinus as his source, establishes the pure spiritual charac-
ter of the self on the basis of a direct experience of the self,
abstracting from the existence of the body as well as from
all perceptual knowledge of the external world. The *‘I"
emerges as a purely spiritual substance, quite apart from
the bodily nature. But al-Suhrawardi wants to extend this

20, Ibid., I, p. 71, 184, 21, Ibid,, p, 71, last line £,
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has the capacity to effect its existence. . . . If, then, the

possibility of the contingent exists in reality (kana mutalhaq-

qiq™) . - - it must have a substratum. Thus every con-
ingent is preceded by a matter and possibilities.”""?

But then the author goes on to say that this possibility,
of which Aristotle has spoken, is not the objective possibility
(al-imkan al-hagigiy). The embarrassment of al-Suhrawardi
is obvious enough for he has simply juxtaposed glaring
contradictions : how can a real possibility be unreal ? He has

‘no recourse but to repeat his earliér argument, noted above,
viz. that real possibility involves an infinite regress. Under
the pressure of this dilemma, he seeks to make no conces-
sions to Aristotle in his later work, Hikmat al-Ishraq, where
he roundly declares the possible or the contingent to be a
purely mental abstraction .18 ““You should know that the
possibility of a thing precedes its existence in the mind."”
The distinctions between essence and existence and contin-
.gency and necessity are purely logical ; they do not reflect
reality. This position is the exact antithesis of the funda-
mental principle of Ibn Sina’s philosophy which insistently
lays it down that for logically distinct concepts there must
be corresponding distinctions in reality. Indeed, without
this principle, most of Ibn Sind’s philosophy must collapse;
and this is why he insists so much on the validity of defini-
tion. But the whole trend of al-SuhrawardI's philosophy 1s
to abolish distinctions. Having got himself rid of the notion
of objective possibility, he attacks the whole notion of
matter and form. His argument is shot through with one
purpose—that of removing the intrinsic distinctions 1in
reality which appears to him as a single continuum punc-
_tuated only by differences in degree which he calls ‘‘relative
intensity and feebleness’’ (al-ashadd wa’l-angas) of “‘perfect
and imperfect”’. By a well-sustained and brilliant criticism??

17, 1bid., pp. 47, 164, :
18, Hikmat al-Ishraq (Opera, 11), p. 68, 13.
]il- EMI- Il P-I- 1'”-



12 Letters of Sirhindi

osophers had found their entire groundwork of theolcgy.!s

‘‘Contingency and necessity are not in reality additional
to the essence. Otherwise, if it is besides the essence, contin-
gency itself will be an existent. So if its existence is neces-
sary without relation to something else it will not be a
predicate of anything (i.e, since it will be a self-subsisting
substance). And if it is made necessary by being related to
the essence, it will then be only an effect and, as such,
itself contingent, . .. But the necessity of every contingent
preceded the contingent, . . . This being so, the same argu-
ment shall apply to this possibility as a contingent. . . .
Therefore, it is one of the fallacies to regard purely mental
abstractions (al-i‘tibarat al-‘aqliyah) as real existents and
then to build consequences upon them.’’!¢

To the question : How can our thought faithfully reflect
reality if it carves out concepts and distinctions to which
nothing in reality corresponds?—ourauthor givesa summary
reply that our thought is only a copy or an image (mithal)
of the real and it is not necessary that the two agree’in all
respects. He is aware, however, that he is deviating from
Aristotle whom he claims to be interpreting and who affirms
possibilities in the objective nature (although he is also
clear that the possibles of Aristotle are not the same as the
contingents of Ibn Sina, for, according to the Stagirite, there
is no room for possibility in the eternal existents, while,
according to Ibn Sina, even the eternals are only possible
since their existence is derived from God’s), and in the
Kitab al-Talwiliat, he himself admits objective possibilities:
‘“Every contingent, before it comes into existence, is pcssible,
This possibility is not mere non-existence, for the impossible
also is non-existent. Nor does it merely mean that the agent

15. Al.-Suhrawardi himself recognises the capital importance of this doctrine
for the philosophers, "Some of the followers of the Peripatetics have built all
their theology on the doctrine of existence’—see Opera, I1 (K. Hikmat al-Ishrag),
p. 67; see the whole chapter beginning p. 64 ""on mental abstractions”’,

16, Opera, I, p. 25, 6 ff, and the corresponding part in the Hikmar al-Ishrig

referred to in the last note,
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ground that we can conceive the essence without existence ;
for (in this case) even the existence is understood—e.g. the
existence of the ‘Anga’—assuch (i.e. as conceptual existence),
but we do not know whether it exists in actuality.’' If all
the existents, he tells us, are considered together as a
totality, or if nothing existed in the world but a single
thing, e.g. », there would not exist such a relation (as be-
tween essence and existence) to enable us to say: ““This thing
exists in reality outside the mind’’)—but it would be simply
an essence (without existence being regarded as something
. additional to it).!? What do we mean then when we do make
a distinction between the two? ‘““Thus when we say that
the existence of such and such is distinct from its essence, we
are only referring to a mental analysis (al-tafsil al-dhinnz).
And when we say that the existence of such and such is
identical with its essence, we mean thereby that its concept
is such that it does not allow its being mentally analysed
into existence and something else (i.e. essence).’’"

It should be pointed out that many orthodox scholastics,
especially later ones, like Fakhr al-Din al-Razi'* also reject-
ed the distinction between essence and existence; but their
purpose in doing 'so is very different. They saw in the
philosophical doctrine the danger that it affirmed eternal
essences besides the eternal God and then wanted to make
the essence as well as the existence of the world and its
objects contingent and created (mumkinah, maj'alah). But
the purpose of our theosoph is to deny, in the last analysis,
ac we shall see, all essence in reality to the human ego
and to affirm its pure existence, keeping only a formal dis-
tinction of “‘perfect’’ and ‘‘imperfect’’ between the Divine
Ego and the human self. In the meantime, having abro-
gated a real distinction between essence and existence, he
proceeds to deny the further real distinction between con-
tingency and necessity of being on which the Muslim phil-

11, Tbid,, p. 22, 104, 12, Ibid., p. 23, 0 4.
13, 1bid,, p. 23, 16-24, 1, 14, See, e.g., Ruzi.
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reinterpretation of Ibn Sina, expressed and formulated con-
sciously in the basic Zoroastrian terminology of Light and
Darkness and entitled the ‘‘Philosophy of Tllumination”’
(hikmat al-ishraq) which.the author claims is the true phil-
osophy of the ancient oriental{Persian) sages. Weare not here
concerned with the question of this system being oriental—
(indeed, apart from certain Avestan concepts and terminolcgy,
i+< central themes and principles are a development within
the framework of Ibn Sina’s thought, and our Sufi thinker,
even when criticising his older Persian compatriot, not only
shows his indebtedness to the latter in the formulation of
arguments, but is even unable to be independent in his verbal
expression)—but its doctrine of ‘‘illumination’’ stands at its
very heart and represents the culmination of its pantheism.

The pantheism of ishraq emerged gradually in the young
author’s mind through his continuous study, criticism, and
interpretation of Ibn Sina. Whether some inspiration came
from India is impossible to ascertain: he does not name
any particular Indian source and his general zppeals to the
¢tancient Indian wisdom’’ cannot carry more, indeed, per-
haps less, weight than his attestations of conformity with
the ancient sages of Persia from whom he borrows at least
some terminology. On the other hand, given a pantheistic
impulse, already present in Persian $afis (he himself names
Abu Yazid al-Bistami and Abu Sahl al-Tustari)® and a
skilful manipulation of the Greco-Muslim philosophy, as
formulated by Ibn Sina, the result is assured. In any case,
he himself claims!® to have attained to the esoteric know-
ledge by direct instruction in a dream from Aristotle of
whom and whose philosophical tradition he is otherwise
severely critical.

Al-Suhrawardi accepts the distinction belween essence
and existence but affirms it only at the mental level and
rejects it as a distinctio in re: ‘Tt is not admissiblz to say
that existence ## reality is additional to essence on the

9. Opera Metaphysica, 1, p. 74, 10, Ibid., p. 70,
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tations so completely as to beccme identical with God—
even in a mystic experience? It is for this reason that Ibn
Sina regards with genuine horror, for example, the suggcs-
tion that God, conceived as soul exists in everything
according to its own measure.? The highcst goal of man in
this philcsophy is to contemplate God.

Just as with existence, so with the attributes. None of
the human attributes, as such, are applicable to God.
Indeed, the Muslim philosophers went so far in safcguarding
the absoluteness of God’s existence and His difference of
nature from man that, following the earlier Mu‘tazilah school
they denied the real existence of all His attributes which,
none the less, they applied to Him as relations or negations.
For this they were severely criticised not only by al-Ghazali
but later by other outstanding orthodox Mutakallimnin
like Fakhr al-Din al-Razi. Yet their basic desire was not to
deny the attributes of God but to emphasise the logically
different nature—simple and utterly non-composite—of God
from man. Man’s duality of esserice and existence made
him not only existentially but also a fortior: qualitatively
disparate with God, although, as I have said above, they
rejected the idea of utter discontinuity between God and
man, wherein they used the monistic emanationism of Neo-

platonism.

(B) Al-Suhrawardi

Shihab al-Din al-Suhrawardi, called al-Magtal (or al-
Shahid ="‘martyr’’) was born in 1155 A.H. and was executed
in 1191 A.H. at Aleppo. We owe an excellent edition of his
metaphysical works in two volumes (Opera Metaphysica,
Vol. I, Istanbul, 1945; Vol. II, Tehran-Pans, 1952) to
Professor H, Corbin. His thought is essentially a critical

8. Kitab al-Shifa', Book 1V, Psycholagy, Maqalah, Chapter 2, where, on the
lines of Aristotle, ancient views about the soul are discussed, For Ibn Sina man
can become (indeed, some men, viz. prophets, are even in this life) identical with
the Intel lect, the creative principle of human knowledge. But that is a separate

matter.
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or essential characteristic which, as a genus has two species
—the necessary existence and the contingent existence—is
expressly repudiated by the philosophers’ insistence that
God in no sense. can be described as a member—or even as
the sole member—of a species. For this dictum later became
the direct ground of the existential pantheism in Stfi specu-
Jation, as we shall show. According to the philosophers,
the existence of everything besides God, including that of
the pure, eternal, immaterial Intelligences, although derived
from God, is radically and essentially different from His
existence, not only because it is derivative and not primal,
but also because in these beings existence is somehow extra
to their essence. They are somehow composed of essence
and existence. But here again, existence is not to be under-
stood in an abstract manner, in the sense of an additional
essence to the real essence, but simply the fact that these
beings are existent. Any attempt to reduce the fact of exist-
ence to a concept or an abstract quality must inevitably com-
mit the error of making existence a co-ordinate of essence,
a kind of extra-essence, a quality. This error, as I have
shown in my article ‘“Essence and Existence in Avicenna,’"?
has been officially committed both by medieval philosophers
and by modern historians of medieval philosophy. However,
it is a fact that the existence of the contingent is not given
in its essence but is bestowed by God.

This duality so changes the character of existence in the
contingent that this term cannot be applied both to the
contingent and to the Necessary Being in the same sense.
Here it is derivative, there it is primal ; here it is composite,
there it is simple; here it is always per se potential (even
though in some cases eternal), there it is self-actual and
self-necessary; here, in a sense, its identity is dislocated,
there it is veritably self-identical. How could, under these
conditions, the Contingent ever hope to shed its own limi-

7. In Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Warburg Institute, University of
London, Vol, 1V, 1058.
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- essence.b

The third variety noted above is highly interesting in
that it combines the ontolcgical argument with the ccsmo-
logical or causal argument and places the former within
the context of the latter, apparently not regarding it as
- self-sufficient. For, a transition is made from the conceptual
necessity of God’s existence to the necessity of His actual
existence in terms of explaining the existence of contingents
which, considered in themselves, do not explain themselves.
Hence the need for the self-explanatory and the conceptually
 necessary Being. The contingent being, then, when viewed

together with the Necessary Being, can give an account of

itself. Hence Ibn Sina calls the contingent existent ‘‘neces-
sary-by-the other,’’ as opposed to the Self-Necessary God.

It is not difficult to see how with Aristotelian terms one
has travelled far from Aristotle’s doctrine of the necessary
and the possible. With Aristotle, the Necessary Being meant
only the absolutely actual being which is prior to all poten-
tial being. With Ibn Sina, the Necessary Being has come
to mean both that which is logically necessary and that
which is necessarily actual and simple and as such the cause
and the explanatory ground of all potential existent: the
cosmological proof of Aristotle has become an ontological-
cum-cosmological proof.

God is, then, the simple, necessary Being whose essence
‘s existence. And the term ‘‘existence’” 1s not to be under-
stood as an abstract noun but as a verb, i.e. the essence
of God is fo exist in this simple necessary mannet. Existence,
therefore, is not, strictly speaking, the essence of God, for,
God has no essence at all and therefore no definition. Some
Jater Muslim thinkers’ dictum that existence is an attribute

6. See Kirab al-Najar, p. 235, the proof for the existence of the N:ECESE&]’T
Being (Wajab al-Wujid). The "‘necessary’’ in the passage referred toin nntn_ﬂl
above must mean logically necessary. The logically or c;nnceptu.ally nlmeaaary s
then shown to be ontologically existent because otherwise we will be involved in

an infinite regress of contingent causal chain, But it is not sai
existence is conceptually necessary, therefore He actually exists,

d that since God’s
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Affirm an absolute identity of the human ego with God’s in
mystic experience, despite, additionally, to the fact that he
had raised God quite above the realm of existence as such.
But, for Ibn Sina, it would have been still more difficult
to avoid such an identity—which he unhesitatingly rejects—
in view of the fact that God’s only attribute of existence
was somehow shared by everything, but for the gulf created
by his doctrine between the necessary cause and the
contingent effects. The net consequence of this doctrine is
the replacement of an ontological discontinuity between
God and the world by an attributional disparity between
them which would seek to allow ontological transition from
the one to the other, a religious contact between the two, but
would seek to prevent the fusion of the two at any level.
The argument on which the distinction between the
necessary 2nd the contingent is based has different but
closely allied forms, all of which are reducible to a core
which is known in the history of philosophy as the Onto-
logical Argument. Thus Ibn Sina tells us that ™ the Necessary
Being is the being’’ which when conceived to be non-
existent involves a (lcgical) absurdity’’# while the contingent
is that whose non-existence is not absurd in this way. At
the beginning of the work called Fusus al-Hikam and
attributed to al-Farabi® we read that God'’s existence, being
identical with His essence, follows directly from the con-
ception of His essence, in contradistinction to contingent
beings whoss existence can be established only either on
perceptual experience or on argument. A third variety
states that in order to explain the actual existence of
contingent beings, i.e. beings whose existence is not con-
ceptually necessary, there must actually exist also the
Being whose existence is- conceptually necessary, i.e.
whose existence follows directly from the conception of His

4. Kitab al-Najat, Cairo, 1033, p, 224, 214,
5. For the correctness of this attribution, see, however, my Prophecy in Islam,
Allen and Unwin, London, 1968, p. 21, n. 2,



Introduction -

the universe but primarily the Giver of Existence (the
Prime Efficient Cause). This was now to lead to a new
meaning of the Aristotelian phrase ‘‘Necessary Being "’ for
whereas in Aristotle this was equivalent to *‘actual hering L
in the Muslim philosophers it means ‘“‘an actual beifzg
whose non-being is not only not a fact but is an unthink.
able absurdity”’. We shall return to this presently.

But if the concept of the Giver of Existence differentiates
the Muslim philosophers from Aristotle, it also differs from
the Neoplatonic idea of the One. The One of Plotinus is
the Source of everything and is not the Cause of anything,
Things arise from it but are not caused by it. This fact
indeed brings out also the inner inconsistency in the Muslim
philosophical doctrine—an inconsistency pointed out later
on with vigour by al-Ghazali—viz. their combination of tl.c
Aristotelian concept of cause with the Plotinian doctrine
of emanation. This difficulty, however, was due to the
philosophers’ anxiety to denude God of all essence except
His necessary existence, whence they were led to explain
all His attributes either as pure relations or negations.?
And the fact is that the concept of God as the Primary
Cause of the universe is central to their whole theolcgy.

Indeed, it is on the basis of the notion of God as the
Self-Necessary that the Muslim philosophers are able to
avoid any suggestion of pantheism and to formulate their
doctrine of the necessary and the contingent. For otherwise,
having accepted monism and having affirmed existence as
the only constituent of God’s being and, further, having
declared that the existence of the world derives from God's,
the door was open not only to the dynamic pantheism of
Plotinus, but also to a purely existential pantheism. Even
in his ‘“dynamic’’ pantheism and despite his insistence that
the emanationary process results in ever weaker and weaker
beings as they recede from the source. Plotinus was able to

3. This doctrine was later enshrined in the official Roman Cathalic theology
which declared God’s essentis to be identical with His esse.
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emanants and how an existential pantheism of some inten-
sity can, in the last analysis, be escaped. Further, how else
will, in the ecstatic experience, identification with God be
pnsslble which, for Plotinus, is the end and goal of the
mystic returnrpmcfss ?

The doctrine of the Muslim philoscphers, al-Farabi and,
especially, Ibn Sine—heirs consciously both to Hellenic and
Islamic traditions—represznts a synthesis of the Ansto-
telian and the Necplatonic conceptions of God and of the
God-world relatiorship. The utter discontinuity in the
Aristotelian system between God and the world, resulting
in an absolute dualism where matter is regarded as existing
per se and independently of God, they could not accept.
At the same time, they could not accept a simple identifica-
tion of God with the world (pure pantheism). Therefore,
they accepted the Plotinian model of dynamic emanationism
with certain adjustments with the help of categories which
they developed from Aristotelian grounds. We shall now
consider briefly how and why this entire development took
place.

The One of Plotinus, as we have seen above, was
absolutely indeterminate, so that nothing could be predicted
of it—not even existence. The Muslim philosophers affirm
the attribute of existence of God. The severe dialectic of
Plotinus, resulting in the One, was not accepted on the
same grounds on which the Aristotelian God was rejected,
viz, the utter discontinuity between God and the world.
Further, following Aristotle, the pure intellectual nature of
God was affirmed. Similar changes occurred in the Aris-
totelian conception. Since matter was no longer regarded as
existing independently of God, as in Aristotle, who there-
fore viewed God only as the Prime Mover of the universe,
the Muslim philosophers’ God was primarily the productive
agent of the world. Hence the Prime Mover of Aristotle was
replaced by the Prime and Uncaused Cause (al-sabgh al-
awwal)—i.e, God is not merely the formal and final cause of
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inferior effluents as they recede from the absolute source.
This point is directly related to the ethical impulse and
is fntended to explain evil : the metaphysical dualism of
Anstutle—-—:Gnd and matter—has been transformed into a
purely ethical dualism—good and evil (expressed in terms
of being and non-being).

The Plotinian doctrine of emanation, as outlined above,
represents a reconciliatory attempt between the purely
philosophical impulse of classical Hellenism, viz. to explain
the world of continuous change, and the religious impulse
of linking God with man (which was the dominant temper
of Plotinus’ times) in such a way that the latter may be
enabled to have a recourse to the former. This recourse,
which constitutes the essence of Neoplatonism, was formu-
lated by Plotinus in terms of a return movement of the
lower to the higher, through mystic experience, culminat-
ing in Ecstasy—in the experienced identification of the
human self with the Divine. |

It should be pointed out that although for Plotinus
God does not transmit His own being to the emanating
entities which are to be viewed as simply powers and
energies flowing from Him, it 1s, nevertheless, impossible
to conceive them without their possessing something of His
being, for they are not creations ex nihilo and whatever
reality they possess is borrowed {rom God. In the opinion
of the present writer, therefore, although we must, in re-
presenting the Plotinian system, remain faithful to the
language of Plotinus, the distinction, nevertheless, between
existential pantheism on the one hand and dynamic panthe-
ism on the other cannot be pressed very far and very sharp-
ly.2 Downright pantheism—the type we se€, for examPIe,
expressed in ‘the Vedic-Vedantic lal tuam asi—it is certainly
not and the world lies outside the One, it is nevertheless
not imaginable how God’s being can avoid flowing into the

2. As E. Zeller does recurrently in Die Philosophie der Griechen, 111, 2, 6th
edition, pp. 85, 486, 560-1.
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no transition from the one to the other, no contact' or com-
munion. Since God dces not create the world, it has an
existence independent of His, confronting His, and co-eternal
with His. One of these two eternals, the world, 1s in conti-
nuous movement and change, thanks to its potentialities,
while the other eternal, God, imparts this change and
realises these potentialities in the former. But He Himself
remains unchanged, without potentialities, which fact con-
stitutes the whole meaning of his Necessary Being.
Plotinus’ remedy of this situation is his doctrine of
monistic emanationism. According to this doctrine, the
One, the Ultimate Reality, is utterly transcendent—one
can predicate nothing of it, not even existence. But while
‘being absolutely beyond everything, everything flows from
it by stages (emanation), until we reach the material realm,
In this process of emanation, Plotinus insists, the being of
the higher (the source) remains complete and within itself
and does not flow into the lower (the effluent). While the
effluent flows out of the source, the latter does not give it-
self, either totally- or even partly, to the former. The
world, therefore, owes its existence to God but 1s not a
part of Him. This doctrine, which affirms, on the one
hand, that nothing exists outside God, but denies, on the
other, that the world is even a part of God, has been
justly termed ‘‘dynamic pantheism,”’ to distinguish it from
simple or existential pantheism which says that God's
being itself flows into the world. Indeed, it could not be
existential pantheism, since the One dces not even exist,
One other characteristic of the doctrine to be noted here is
that the process of emanation gradually results in ever

1. This is despite the fact that Aristotle announces in Physics, 111, 2, that in
change the moved and the mover contact or “touch’” one another in such a way
that even the latter suflers change. and in Physics, VII, 2, we are told; “The first
mover is together with the moved, 1 say 'together with' because there is no
mediation between them, This (characieristic) is common to all (kinds of) mavers
and moved ones."’ e



INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1

DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPECULATIVE DOCTRINE
OF THE UNITY OF BEING TO IBN AL-ARABI

(A) Ibn Sina

Ibn Sind’s doctrine of Being, which determines the
ontological relationship between God and the world, is
based upon a reinterpretation of the Anstotelian concepts
of the necessary and the possible, and the Neoplatonic
doctrine of emanation. In the system that emerges, there-
fore, the doctrine of emanation itself becomes seriously
modified and interpreted in the light of the concepts of the
necessary and the possible,

Aristotle had based his argument for God's existence on
the eternity of movement and change: to explain constant
change in the world a being is required who should be the
ground of all change yet himself be outside it. This is the
unmoved mover. Further, change requires as yet unful-
filled but unrealisable possibilities, i.e. potentialities. These
constitute the world. Correspondingly, God must not have
any such possibilities. Aristotle, therefore, calls God a neces-
sary being (Metaphysics, XII, 7, 107287 fi.). 1t is obvious
that the term ‘‘necessary’’ here is opposed to the potential
and the changeable and, therefore, means only actual and
unchangeable. We have, in Aristotle’s system, to do not
only with two disparate realms of existence—God’s and th.e
world’s—but with a complete discontinuity where there 1s
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PREFACE

This book, consisting of selections frem the ILetters of
Shaikh Abhmad Sirhindi known as Mujaddid-i-Alf-i-Thani
(The Renovator cf the Second Millennium i.e. of Islam)
and an English Introduction has at long last scen the light
of the day after it was originally made ready for publicatipﬂ
nearly a decade ago. The unfortunately low standard of
printing and publication of the Persian material in teims
of accuracy, the non-availability of gccd proof-reading
coupled with my own pre-cccupations which left me little
time to attend to prcof-checking, were responsible for thig
leng delay. I am now thankful to my friend Mr. B.A. Dar
through whose personal interest and care the becok is at
least in scme position to be given to the scholar. The
text, together with the list of Errata easily supplied at
the end by myself, is now a good, sure and reliable text.
One great difficulty for the proof-reading must have been
the peculiar style of the Shaikh who, as will be visibe
frcm the text, mixes Arabic and Persian phrases in one
single clause or sentence.

This bcok is an attempt to intrcduce Shaikh Ahmad's
thought and effort. He himself was so conscious of his
originality in Islamic thought—particularly 1in Sufi
thought—that he described his function as ‘‘renovation
of the second millennium’’ of Islam. An attempt has been
made in the Intrcduction to bring out this originality—a
positive world-affirming role assigned to the Shari‘ah as
cpposed to the negative and world-denying forces cf hollow
spiritualism prevalent around him. Shaikh Sirthindi is
a told thinker. He ranks among the class of re-
formers before him like Ibn Tayimiya; his style is at
{imes unusually telling and modern. In this sense, with
all the richness of his thought, Igbal has but simply
rendered in magical poetry what Shaikh Ahmad, the
Majaddid, had preached as his central theme three

hundred years before.
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