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Men must endure
Their going hence even as their coming hither-i

Ripeness is all.

(Shakespeare)
...We are such stuff
As dreams are made on; and our little life
Is rounded with a sleep.

(Shakespeare)
The mind is its own place, and in itself
Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven

(Milton)

Sweet is the love which Nature brings;
Our meddling intellect
Misshaps the beauteous forms of things
We murder to dissect.

(Wordsworth)

We look before and after;

And pine for what is not:

Our sincerest laughter

With some pain is fraugth;

Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought.
(Shelley)

All our knowledge brings us nearer to our ignorance

All our ignorance brings us nearer to death,

But nearness to death, no nearer to God.
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Where is the life we have lost in living?
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowldege we have lost in information?

(T.S.Eliot)
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Neither the technique of medieval mysticism nor nationalism nor
atheistic socialism can cure the ills of a despairing humanity. Surely
the present moment is one of great crisis in the history of modern
culture. The modern world stands in need of a bioloigical renewal,
and religion, which in its higher manifestations is neither dogma,
nor priesthood. Nor ritual, can alone ethically prepare the modemn
man for the burden of the great responsibility which the
advancement of modern science necessarily involves.'&
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Islam does not bifurcate the unity of man into an irreconcilable

duality of spirit and matter. In Islam God and the universe, spirit
and matter, Church and State are organic to each other.rr
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The great point in christanity is the search for an independent
content for spritual life which, according to the insight of its
founder. could be elevated not by the forces of a world external to
the soul of man, but by the revelation of a new world within this
insight and supplements it by the further insight that the
illumination of the new world thus revealed is not something

foreign to the world of matter but permeates it through and
through.”
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Knowledge must begin with the concrete. It is the intellectual
capture of and powe over. The concrete that makes possible for the
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In the words of the Quran, the universe that confronts is nold" LIt
has its uses.And the most important use of it is that the effort to
overcome the obstrucation offered by it sharpens our insight and
prepares us for an insertion into what lies below the surface of
phenomena...The mystic forgets that reality lives in 1ts own
appearances.”
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Neither the technique of medieval mysticism, nor nationalism, nor
atheistic socialism can cure the ills of a despairing humanity. Surely
the present moment is one of great crisis in the history of modern
culture. The modern world stands in need of biological renewal.
And religion, which in its higher manifestations is neither dogma,
nor ritual, can alone ethically prepare the modern man for the
burden of the great responsibility which the advancement of
modern science necessarily in volves.)'<
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Humanity needs three things today: A spiritual interpretation of the
universe, spiritual emancipation of the individual and basic
pricniples of a universal import directing the evolution of human
society on a spiritual basis. (The Principle of Movement in the
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And since God is the ultimate spiritual basis of all life, loyality to
God virtually amonuts to man's loyality to his own ideal nature.”
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looking at the matter from this point of view, then, the prophet of
[slam seems to stand between the ancient and the modern world.In
so far as the source of his revelation is concerned, he belongs to the
modern world....The birth of Islam...is the birth of inductive
intellect.In Islam prophecy reaches its perfection in discovering the
need of its own abolition.This involves the keen perception that life
cannot for ever be kept in leading strings, that in order to achieve
full self-consciousness, Man must finally be thrown back on his
own resources. !
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It is, in our opinion, essentially a system of verification-A spiritual
method by which the ego realises as fact what intellect has
understood as theory.“

e 3 P Qs ALK Bl §SUn SN S oS

_ﬁfwuhﬁ%Zuy{;ﬁéﬂ"’bg&m‘mmh.«—_u’-

(ceblfesrfic e f

PR Ay, O J"‘.'.—JIH‘._JLL..QLLJEU"
:rheDauempmmaf&ﬁfK)_.l»-JﬁZ.ufzJ_Ld GBI r
1L 3P L FSE 2o U P71 03B Metaphysics in Persia
i‘ﬁln'.'_lﬂf.lrJf;{:s:ap:sm}g:ljdfﬂl._rLl-:n..-—*)blbl:’!-:'_._.-f;
Jb’ﬂ:ﬁ'bé L2l -l:(rful'lbfdfibé e J{;‘frfyi
L3 e e beh e (1L N2 b
JJ:/HJ/JLJ‘ u'...ﬂjl?....f:.uﬁ._i r"...f;:&f:LdiLrJ%
P {,;»"Ku l‘/’;r.'_ JH’JJL* K.J:”..-—u.r"::_;dh U"ﬁ IO
(I L ssa _,L,.u,n s e N PR LS
;,r_’.aJlLf':f.rTbF/eU".erﬁ;. f’;_f';ﬁdhlil_.!-/;fgk uulf'd.u:"f
FUII Vi e S g il L ST Y f
09 = ¢ ybu.?;;:‘fdb;ff d:;j-’l}-‘-'s . _;,_,-__...Ljfrjf.:.. Jfr_:j::
c_ﬁfd;wu—“’JJéqu:.u)JLul/f{uLuf...-!:"

o o Lus! (f.,...ﬂb.f J J’
Ayl e\ s .ﬁﬂ i 73y

5 ™ ALK JB1 L2 §07 ) (New Era)ig) 2

B2 1B EE( Syl )Islam and Mysticism



j;_?frf@siq,LJ,ngi o 1-':/’?/‘3’/

The present day Muslim prefers to roam about aimlessly in the
dusky valleys of Hellenic-Persian Mysticism, which teaches us to
shut our eyes to the hard Reality around, and to fix our gaze on
what it describes as "illuminations”.’
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Accept, then, the reality of the world cheefully and grapple with it
for the glorification of God and His Prophet. Do not listen to him
who says there is a secret doctrine in Islam which cannot be
revealed to the uninitiated."
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To my mind, this inexplicable finite centre of experience is the
fundamental fact of the universe.All life is individual,there is no

such thing as universal life.God himslef is an individual.He is the
most unique individual .2
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I hope I shall not be offending the reader when | say that I have a
certain amount of admiration for the devil. By refusing to prostrate
himself before Adam whom he honestly believed to be his inferior,
he revealed a high sense of self respect.<
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What is man?

The Sun's light when he unfolds it.
Depends on the organ that beholds it.
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O Lady, We receive but what we give,
And in our life alone does nature live:
Ours is her wedding garment ours Her shroud. "~
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[ confess I owe a great deal to Hegeal, Goethe, Mirza Ghalib, Mirza
Abdul Qadir Bedil and Wordsworth. The first two led me into the
"inside” of things, the third and fourth taught me how to remain
oriental in spirit and expression after having assimilated foreign
ideals and the last saved me from atheism during my student days-
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Nor is it I who play the part,
But a shy spirit in my heart,
That comes and goes-will sometimes leap
From hiding places ten years deep.?
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Every great poet is a teacher. I wish either to be considered as a
teacher or nothing./&
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The clouds that gather round the setting sun

Do take a sober colouring from an eye

That hath kept watch o'er man’s mortality:
Another race hath been, and other palms are won. Lo
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Love, now an universal birth

From heart to heart is stealing,

From earth to man, from man to earth
It is the hour of feeling

One moment now may give us more
Than fifty years of reason;""
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From behind that craggy steep, till then
The bound of the horizon, a huge Eliff,
As if with vobmtary power instinct
Upreared its head. "
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Myself will to my darling be

Both law and impulse, and with me

The Girl in rock and plain,

In earth and heaven, in glade and bower,
Shall feel an overseeing power

To kindle or restrain.
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She shall be sportive as the fawn
That wild with glee across the lawn
Or up the mountain springs,

And hers shall be the breathing balm,
And hers the silence and the calm

Of mute insensate things,

The floating clouds their state shall lend

To her, for her the willow bends,

Nor shall she fail to see

Even in the motions of the storm

A beauty that shall mould the maiden's form
By silent sympathy.

The stars of midnight shall be dear

To her, and she shall lean her ear

In many a secret place

Where rivulets dance their wayward round,
And beauty born of murmuring sound
Shall pass into her face.™
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Nor less I deem that there are powers,
Which of themselves our minds impress,
That we can feed this mind of ours,

In a wise passiveness.” !
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Until the breath of this corporeal frame,
And even the motion of our human blood
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep

In body, and become a living soul: f&
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To make what is scientifically called adjustment with nature is to
recognize her mastery over the spirit of man. power comes from
resisting her stimuli, and not from exposing ourselves to their
action.”
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Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean, and the living air
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man.™
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To humbler functions, awful Power!

[ call thee: I myself commend
Unto thy guidance from this hour ™™
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Sweet is the love that nature brings;

Our meddling intellect

Misshapes the beauteous forms of things
We murder to dissect.
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The son of a rich man who inherits his father's wealth is an 'asker'
(begger); so is everyone who thinks the thoughts of other.'
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It is my belief, with the single exception of architecture, the art of

Islam (music, painting and poetry) is yet to be born.The art, that is
to say, which aims at the human assimilation of divine attributes. =
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Form is everything.It is the secret of life.Start with the worship of
the form and there is no secret in art that will not be revealed to
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The representative element in a work of art may or may not be
harmful; always it is irrelevant.'®
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The modern age seeks inspiration from nature. But nature simply

'is'and her function is mainly to obstruct our search for 'ou th'which
the artist must discover within the depths of his own being."*
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not 4.1t has its uses,and the most important use of it is that the
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