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We are celebrating the 18th birthday of the Republic of
Pakistan. A careful and unbiassed study of her history during
the last 18 years reveals that despite many handicaps -
political, social and economic - her progress in many
important directions has been remarkably rapid, particularly
in the fields of industry and commerce. As a young and
inexperienced nation we have made and are stll making
mistakes but of these we need not feel ashamed so long as
we are determined to avoid their repetition and profit by our
past experience. When I think of the great hardships our
people have suffered and the tremendous sacrifices they have
made for Pakistan I admire their patience, perseverance and
courage and their determination to hold on. In the eyes of
many people abroad who have been keenly, watching her
struggle for economic independence this 1s a phenomenon
rare in human history. Starting in August 1947 from almost
nothing we are, today, a nation who can, in spite of our
economic difficulties, maintain a vast and increasing
population, can hold our heads high and make our voice
heard in the councils of the nations. There are some
unobserving and thoughtless critics amongst us who take
exactly the opposite view and maintain with curious
arguments that Pakistan has been a failure as a state because
the various governments we have had so far have not
succeeded in stamping out corruption, solving satisfactorily
the immigrants’ rehabilitation problem and in doing enough
in the field of education. These emotional critics of

reactionary temperament are in a great hurry not realising
that even hurry takes time. Yet nobody would deny that the

problems to which they refer do exist and have to be solved.

[ am, by no means, complacent about the general
advancement of the country since 1947 and entirely agree
that there are these and many other cvils which have to be
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eradicated from the administration of Pakistan but we must
realise the stupendous magnitude of the task that lies ahead
of our rulers, whoever they may be. If we could only step
into their shoes we would understand and appreciate the
staggering problems with which they are confronted in
governing a state like Pakistan. It is a state inhabited by
people who originally belonged to different provinces more
or less having different cultures, speaking different
languages, belonging to different religious sects and holding
divergent political views. The ignorance and poverty of our
extremely sensitive and emotional masses, the lack of
patriotism and philanthropy on the part of our moneyed
classes, our selfishness, greed and personal jealousies, our
religious fanaticism and lack of appreciation of good and
honest work done by loyal and patriotic citizens must make
the work of any government in this country extremely
difficult. We must remember that ultimately every country
has that government for which it is fit. So long as we have
these moral and social evils no government in Pakistan
however good, strong and well intentioned it may be can do
much constructive work and at the speed which is commonly
expected of it. It is not possible to perform miracles in the
task of raising the moral, intellectual and spiritual level of a
people who have been under the yoke of foreign rule for
nearly 200 years, The difficult process of transforming the
moral character of a nation must begin from the bottom not
from the top. I think you will agree that the political
reformation of a country is commensurate with the moral and
social reformation of its people and not vice versa. As the
eth -al standards of our people improve we shall be able 1o
throw up better type of political leaders to take over the
administration of our country. While it is a duty of any
civilised government to maintain law and order and to
promulgate legislation for the general advancement of the
people no government, however efficient it my be, can
achieve much ‘without the active support of a large majority
of the people. Here we are moving in a vicious circle. It is
case of action and reaction that intensify each other. The
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government of a country and the public have reciprocal
duties and responsibilities and the absence of such mutual co-
operation must end in political chaos and disorder exposing
the state to great dangers from within and without.

How can we help Pakistan to become a strong, powerful
and prosperous state? The obvious answer is that our people
must unite, work much harder than they are doing at present,
be scrupulously honest in their business dealings both among
themselves and with other nations, encourage individual
talents wherever it can be found, suppress the ignoble
sentiments of jealousy and hate and cultivate a sympathetic
understanding of the other fellows’ point of view.,

Whether we like it or whether we do not like 1t we must
realise that there is no running away from this country into
which God Almighty in His wisdom has thrown us all
together. History alone will show the execution of the divine
plan behind the tremendous upheaval which came about in
the history of India in 1947. As Muslims we must have
complete faith in the wisdom of Providence and resign to His
will. The sooner we completely forget our previous
geographical denominations the better. Unless we are willing
to work together in perfect harmony for the good of Pakistan
we shall not be able to resist those powerful forces which are
cut to dectroy us as a political and cultural entity. United we
stand, divided we fall but in presence of the delicate poliucal
situation in which we are placed today in international
politics I would go a step further and say united we stand,
divided we perish. It is about time we realised the imperative
necessity of living in complete harmony, seeing things in
their proper perspective, facing facts as they are and not as
we would like them to be and developing a liberal outlook
on life. We must acquire the true Islamic virtues of honesty
integrity, courtesy, humility, tolerance, patience,
perseverance, lemperance. Remember that it is by our
personal example alone the world will judge us and the
worth of our religious convictions. Unless we develop these
qualities of character in a reasonable measure we will not be
able to attain a position of respect either in the world of
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Everything said and done I do not think at all that there is
any cause for pessimism about the future of Pakistan. On the
contrary there are strong reasons 1o believe that we may look
forward to a glorious future for our country. Fortunately 1ts
leadership today is in the hands of a strong, wise and
sagacious leader whose qualities of head and heart will enable
him to steer the ship of this state through the most difficult
times that lie ahead of us, with the degree of skill and
caution needed for this delicate task. It is the duty of all
political organisations in Pakistan (0 give their whole-hearted
support to his present foreign policy which is bound to yield
good results. He is shrewd and farsighted enough to know
what his next moves will be on the cheese of international
politics while internally his vast administrative experience,
his tact and his knowledge of his own people will enable him
to keep law and order. In all matters concerning the social
reformation of our people the light of his Islamic conscience
will illuminate the zone of his actions. Let us look forward
to the day when under his leadership Pakistan will rise as a
strong, self-respecting and self-governing nation marching on
side by side with the advanced nations of the world.

Pakistan Paindabad.

AFTAB IQBAL,

M.A. (London), Barrister-at-Law,
33, Modern Housing Society,
Tipoo Sultan Road,

Karachi-8.

S 0 3 XK 36 00 R R X R R R R



:
g‘.‘
2
XX
:
X

I 2 LG

The late Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal was one of those great
men whose eminence grows more obvious with the lapse of
years. Like a mountain, obscured at first by its foothills, he
rises as he recedes. The coming generations of the Indo-
Pakistan Sub-continent will see him in a much better
perspective than we do Today. To be able to discover the
multiple aspects of his versatile genius will require a long
and patient research and a close study of the moral, political
and social conditions of the times in which he lived, moved
and had his being. It is obvious that he was born ahead of
his time and died at a time when a man of his vast
knowledge, imagination and force of character was most
needed to guide the destinies of his people. A man of
indomitable courage and great audacity of thought he faced
opposition not only from his enemies in the fields of
religion, politics and social reformats, but from those when
he sought to help and on whose support he relied, Igbal’s
eminence as one of the greatest poets of the world is, of
course, undeniable, but what has immortalised him in the
history of mankind is not merely his poetry to which he
himself assigned a secondary place in his life's work nor
even his vast erudition, his high intellect, his profundity of
thought and his artistic imagination although they are all
important factors in the building up of his world-wide
reputation. It was, above all, his love of truth, the buming
zeal with which he preached and practised his doctrines, his
fearless advocacy of the political and social rights of Indian
Muslims and the unique service he did to Islam in presenting
it to the world in term, of modemn thought that have earned
for him an abiding peace in the history of human thought.
This much needed task of making Islam intelligible to the
Western world could be accomplished in the twentieth
century only by a scholar who was steeped in islamic
learning with a profound knowledge of European philosophy
and an intelligent understanding of modem science. It has
Iqgbal’s infinite love of the Holy Prophet of Islam which as
entitled him to a niche in the temple of fame. In the form of
a human being he was a sparkling flame which burned for65
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years with extraordinary brilliance warming the hearts of
aillions of men and women in the Indo-Pakistan Sub-
continent. His body may have become dust and ashes, but his
spirit lives and his poetical work will remain a source of
inspiration to his people for many generations to come.

It seems to me that the time is not far distant when with
the progress of education and translations of his works Igbal
will have a much wider circle of readers in the world than he
has today. His teachings, when properly understood,
appreciated and assimilated should have the effect of
transforming character. I am looking forward to the day
when there will be a greater realisation of the fact that his
message was intended for the entire human race and not
exclusively for the muslims of India or Muslims generally.
He certainly believed in higher forms of communalism which
aim at the harmonious development of all sections of
humanity. In trying to raise the moral, intellectual, political
and social level of the Muslims of India he was actuated by
humanitanan motives as was naturally expected of a man of
his vast mental horizon and catholicity of outlook. No poet
of Igbal’s stature could entertain any feeling of hatred against
other religious or cultural groups. He honestly served the
cause of Indian Muslims because they needed special
attention.When after a long and bitter experience he realised
that it was impossible for the Muslims of India to work out
their destiny on their own lines as a sub-national group he
never hesitated in demanding a separate Muslim State carved
out of the Indian sub-continent. The coming generations will
appreciate his political sagacity which gave birth to a great
Muslim Republic in Asia. His name will go down in history
not only as a poet-philosopher of the highest rank, but as a
stateman and a teacher of mankind.
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Telephone 44519 33 Modcrm Housing, Socwety
Tipoo Sultn Road,
Aftab Igbal. M.A. (London) Karachi 8, Pakistan
Bamster-at-Law
Advocate High Count of Judicature London.
Pakistan. 5th January, 1965

Our Presidenual elections are over. As most of us in Pakistan and many
people in Engiand expected the obviously betier fitied and bener qualified
candidate has won 10 presigz over the destinies of our land 1or the next five
vears. | consider President Ayub's success a unique event in the political
historv of our country as the result of the elecuons shows that our people are
becoming more and more capable of choosing their leaders on pracucal
considerations and not on crounds of scnument. His victory in both wings
indicates that he enjoys the confidence of the majority of people in East and
West Pakistan. This will bring the two wings closer together socially,
sconomically and politically during his ierm of office. His deteat would have
accenwated the differences between the two wings which would have been
extremely harmful 10 the unity of Pakistan, That dangcrous situausn has been
avened,

Judeing by the past achevements of President Mohammad Ayub Khan
one can safely predict that the next five years will see in Pakisian many
political, social and economic reforms and interesting developments in our
foreign policy. Since 1958 Pakistan has alrcady gained considcrably in the
eves of the outside world and during the next five years we shall waich with
interest how he applies his versatile mind to the solution of those difficult
problems which sull remain unsolved.

| hope Miss Fatima Jinnah and her followers who consutute as alliance
of utterlv disparate parties and factions will now submit to the verdict of the
nation and fully cooperate with the President without any ill fecling in the
dhscharee of his onerous duties as Head of the State. This certainly does nol
r~=n that there should be no opposition in our legislature, but there must be
no o position o the new Government for the sake of opposiuion just Lo create
obswcies in the smooth running of the administration of the country. Such an
act would be highly unpatnouc, unchivalrous and undignified.

When the Government have so many difficult and delicate problems 1o
handle any deliberate attempt to thwart their plans designed for the welfare
of the State would naturally be unfair to the country and might force the
Government to take action, We need a swrong Central Government to-day,
which will be in a position 1o maintain law and order internally and deal
effectively with any aggression from the outside. The ime hascome when the
people of Pakistan irrespective of what province or political organisauon they
belong to, should stand united like a rock against our enemies who would like
1o se¢ us wiped out as a political and cultural entity.
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A fully democratic government is certaunly our aim and no force in the
world can stop it. We must rember, however, that for a really successiul
sxperiment of democracy we must evolve a suitable consutluuoa by gradu
stages, We must have a good press of a rcasonably high journalistic'and
cthical standard; we must have a high percentage of literate persons, though
not highly educated or even moderately educated, who can read newspapers
and have tnough intelligence 1o know what they really want and can form
their own opinion as to what is good for them. But abovc all they should have
something more. That something may be descnibed in the term “Morul
Character™ - fidelity not only 1o intellectual but to moral truth. This indispen-
sable requisite o democracy acts like alubricant for the smooth running of the
machinery of a ruly democratic form of government. If I were asked how 1o
define this term | would say it is readinessto do what one believes Lo be nzhi
and not merely what is popular or what the crowd demands; it is readiness 10
ace facts as they are and to deal with them &s they are, however unpleasant
they may be: itis ability to sacrifice one's personal gain for the benefit of the
group, community or country to which one belongs. Again it 1s readingss 10
face opposition for the sake of a just cause notonly from those from whom we
expectoppasition but from those whom we seck to help and on whose support
we rely. If on the one hand it is integrity, honesty, truthfulness, sclf-control
in the face of temptations, courtesy, humility, truthfulness, self-control in the
face of iemptauons, courtesy, humility, pauence, persevercnce, lemperance
on the other it is the capacity which these viriues give to resist hatred.
Jealousy, falsehood, selfish ambition and folly. Without these qualities of
character in a reasonable measure in nauons democracy, however olten
attempted, will fail. It would, then, merely be a system which is aply
described in the famous couplet of Igbal.

“Democracy is a form of government
in which men are counted not weighed.”

Having faith in the potentialities and good sense of my countrymen who have
the capabilities of becoming a great nation in the not far distant future [ have
ventured to express these views in the hope that they will derive the maximum
benefit from the leadership of Field Marshall Muhammad Ayub Khan than
whom there is no political leader of greater honesty and integrity and of 2
keener sense of patriotism in Asia to-day. He combines poliucal foresight
with a remendous amount of common sense and heart with a fine intellect.
The fact that the people of Pakistan have chosen him as their leader isa tnibute
to their patriotism, sense of responsibility and common sense.

Aflab Igbal
Barrister AL Law
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PagmipEsrT's Houst,
» Rawa rinoi.
Fromi ?h, February, 1965.

Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan,
Hl Fkl| HlJi
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x My dear Aftab Iqbal,

K I have read with great interest your note of

n S5th January last on the presidential election., I am much E
ﬁ impressed with the depth of feeling anl realism with n
H which you have been writing on political issues. I wish §
Eﬂg that there were more people like you with the correct

K grasp of the political situation in our country, and §
§ the courage to express their views fearlessly. The
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country needs them badly.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

s

Mr. Aftab Igbal, M.A.(London),
Barrister-at-Law,
33 Modern Housing Socierty,
Tipoo Sultan Hoad,
Karachi-8.
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Mald Marshal Mohesmad Ayub Dhan,

Fresident of Fekistan,

Fresident's Houss, 15th Mareh, 1965.
Saxed plodd -

Dear Mr. Fresideot,

I sa exiremely grateful to jou for your kind letter of February
7 which I received on ay retuwras from Ewrops appreciatiog my press
statement of January 5. As & loyal oltisen of Paidstan 1t was ay
duty to give sxpression %o my honest opinion about the Presidential
elsctions. dpart from the faot that I v great persomal admiration
for your charmoter and schievessnts I am swe =y late fathar would
bave been ilmmensely plemsed with the result of ocur alsotions last
January bal he besn living today. I say thips becauss I knev bhis arcd
hls political views so wll, In our times you are the nearest approach
% his 1deal of political leadership.

I sust confess that I have been deeply touched by your spirit of
sodurancoe and tolerance in the midet of our stormy elections whish
2ust bave besn probably the K eatest trial of yow life, and by the
mcst ahivalrous and digniflea manner in which you dealt with your
political adversaries. It locks almost as though the benign hand of
providencs pusbed you through to swoesss and installed you in a

position % guide the destinles of thie country for the next five
years, parhaps much longer.

L balleve most of us in Pakisten today, irrespective of their
political affiliations, have confidmos in youwr ability to steer the
ip of atate of this oev lalamic Bepublic., Fortumtely for us you
arey codowed with all the cspabllitiss needed for the dischargs of
tias Sremendous responsibility - unfalling sental and physical enargy,
honesty, integritly, patimowe, perssvearanoe, sinoerifiy, taot, alear
thipking, indusiry, shrewiness of perception, imagination, vigilame
and foresdght,

We are looking forward to the day when under yowr lesadership
Fakistan will rise as a strong, prood amd self-respeoting matien with
the such needed internal unity, political stabllity md sconomie
prosperity.

I ax,
Tours very sincerdly,

APTABE IQBAL,
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Mear Mr., ArcLab gl

I am destred to- Lhank You lor your leLics
of 19th March which Lhe President has vead wilh

interest, I am dIurther desired Lo fnloarm you Lhat

Lhe President wianl b be pleased o see you during

his Tortheoming visit Lo hiaarachi, Your interview

I5 Ltherefore fixed on Thursday, Ist April, at B.30 a.m

ik the P'resjident *s House, harachi. 'l ease counlirm

by Lelegram Lhal You wonld be coming aL the ApEO Inils

[N T

Yours syncercly,

(A, Raui)
F.A, Lo Lthe President,
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