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“Tae world of today needs a Rumi to create an

attitude of hope and to kindle the fire of en-

thusiasm for life."
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Igbal accepted the ghazal as he found it, with
all its age-long rigidity of form and matter ;
and with the true touch of genius., he took it
one stage forward. While remaining abs lutely
true to b th pattern and image, he gave the
form a new meaning by making it express his
individual message. The ghazal had been put
to a variety of derived uses by the old masters ;

the panegyrists had taken the love-motive and
directed it to the patron-flattery ; the mystics
had used the language of human passion to ex-
press their devotion to God. Now for the first
time the ancient form was made to clothe the
body of a new philosophy.!
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Father has asked me to write a Masnavi, in
Persian after Bu Ali Qalandar’s and in spite of

the difficulty of the task, I have undertaken to

do so.!
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““Igbal was a most scrupulous correspondent
and I know of nobody whoever wrote him a
letter without getting a reply.”’F
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(1) I too wish to see you and pour out my entire self

before you.

(2) Your letters to me have always kept in a safe chest ;
nobody can see them.
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