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It 1s perllaps the “Oriental” character of Clmg]ltai’s pictures
that will win admirers for them outside Asia. Their
amazing technical skill is acceptal:le to all who are sensitive
to excellence achieved. But the remoteness from so-called
realism which Chughtai has deliberately cultivated will be
Specia”y accepta].)le to those who are now {Eeling the pull
away from an al]egec! truthfulness to E}re-sig]ﬂ:, towards
the truth of the imagination. This has been the mission
of the Oriental art for ages, and a study of a set of Persian
paintings (of which good reproductions can now bhe readily
obtained) side by side with these of Chughtai, will show
where they are at one in their mood of gen’cle repose, 1n
their picturial ]};ricism, and where Chughtai, with the im-
pulse of the creative artist who has the sense of tradition,
has made his wholly de]ightful and individual contribution.
He retains the distinctive mood and posture of the Persian
tradition but gives his pictures a special quality of his own
1n lnvely colour combination, in delicious lines that seem
to be less lines of painting than of some inaudible poetry
made visible, in folds of drapery that are never mere cover-
ings to or discuverings of the human ]mr;ly, but best men in
the liturg}r of ]JEElllt}’_.. in decorative ]Jaclzgrmmcls based on
Saracenic architecture that call the imagination away from
the tyranny of the actual into free citizenship of the realm
of romance.

One would like to follow up these excellences from picture
to picture, but space forbids. The wish must here be content
with hand outstretched towards infinite riches in a little
room and a prﬂfcund salaam to the gifl:en:l artist.

Adyar, Madras
April, 1928



and it might be some less delectable world than the Persian
world of dreams that is evoked in these lovely pages ; for he
ljf:lnngs to the tribe of romantics whose caravan is never
{u“}r content unless when it is Eamped ]J}r the river of yes-
terday or to-morrow. Another of the tribe, the English
poet Keats, took refuge from his time in a Grecian world of
his own making. But Chughtai carries his refuge about
with him, and sets it visibly in our midst with the fine
gesture of invitation to enter and enjoy which is made in

this vulume.

What some weal’ch}* institution or patron should have clnne,
the young artist has himself a::cmnplis]wcf out of the results
of a short but brilliant career (he is nnl}r twenty-nine ) .
He loves his Ghalib, being himself a Poet ; he loves his art ;
he knows that others love it ; and he desires that the happi-
ness of the possessors of his original paintings should be
shared ,J}' a large circle of lovers of art. And, being a
romantic, he desires no profit. He gives us this gallery of
the most exquisite art, this pmduct of his 11ig11est inspira-
tion and craftsmanship and the finest achievement of colour

reproduction, for what it costs.

For this the little world of lovers of pure painting will thank
him. Were this introduction to this volume permit{:ecl to
be more than a simple signal, it would dwell on what is
within with greater enthusiasm; on the skill that has
achieved perfect assurance and extraordinary ease and on
the passionate reserve and chaste intensity that are perhaps
the most distinctive contribution of the Persian and Mughal
genius of the past and of Chughtai to-day to the art of
[ndia and the world.



INTRODUCTION

by

JAMES H. COUSINS, D. LITT.

Some good people, when they see certain pictures of modern
artists, recall some two or three cnlﬂur-printﬁ that tI’lE}'
have seen, and sagely remark, with a trace of disparagement :
As if a great grandmother of
the arts of Asia should be rebuked for preserving some trace

rr

“Ah, Japanese influence.

of resemblance to her children’s children. Wider knowledge
knows that the matter is the other way round, and that
Utamaro’s ladies are lineal descendants of the Shakti of
[ndia, thinned, coiffed and costumed by the temperament
and climate of Japan.

The same good penp]e or others have been heard to remark
in front of one of Rahman Chughtai’s pictures : “Ah, Persian
influence.” Persian sure]y, for the very reason that
Chughtai is a Persian of the fineage of the Tartar-Mughalg
and of the family of the master-builders of the Pearl Mosque

of Delhi and the Taj Mahal of Agra.

It does not, of course, follow t]'lat, because Clmghtai 15 In
blood Persian, he should therefore paint Persian. Some of
the masters of Muglml art in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries were pucca Hindus, and some of the Indians to-day
who ape a fﬂreign art are not pucca au}f’clﬁng, but in the
case of Chughtai it just does follow. His cultural tradition
takes fresh birth in him, with a difference due to passing
time and persnna]it}r.

So far as Chughtai’s art is concerned, India to him miglﬂ: as

well be India of Akbar. It is perhaps as well for us that it
is not. If it were, he might have created for us some other,



And in so far as the cultural 11isfury of Islam is concerned,
it 1s my belief that, with the single exception of Architec-
ture, the art of Islam (Music, Painting and even Poetry) is
vet to be born—the art, that is to say, which aims at the
human assimilation of Divine attributes alaysy s gives
man infinite aspiration. Qg » ! and final]y wins for him
the status of God’s Representative on earth.

Gy s iz 1y o O e L by sl Sl 3T plis

There are, however, indications to show that the young artist
of the Punjab is already on the way to feel his responsibility
as an artist. He is cml}r twenty-nine yet. What his art
will become when he reaches the maturer age of furty, the
future alone will disclose. Meanwhile all those who are
interested in his work will leeenly watch his forward
movement.

Lahore MOHAMMAD IQBAL
215": Iul}'; 1928-




matter of choice. It is a gift, the character of which cannot
be critically judged by the recipient before accepting it. It
comes to the individual unsolicited, and only to socialise
itself. For this reason the personality that receives and
the life-quality of that which is received are matters of the
utmost importance for mankind. The inspiration of a
single decadent, if his art can lure his fellows to his song or
picture, may prove more ruinous to a people than whole
battalions of an Attila or a C11ange:-:. As the Prnphet of
[slam said of Imra'ul Qais—the greatest poet of Pre-Islamic

Arabia:
S d - -L:ﬁ, s) il sl

To permit the visible to shape the invisible, to seek what is
scientifically called adjustment with nature is to recognise
her mastery over the spirit of man. Power comes from
resisting her stimuli, and not from exposing ourselves to
their action. Resistance of what is with a view to create
what ought to be, is health and life. All else is decay and
death. Both God and man live l:}r perpe{:ual creation.

CulS b i Gl 0l Gl e Oy 395 1 1y

The artist who is a blessing to mankind defy life. He is
an associate of God and feels the contact of Time and
Eternity in his soul. In the words of Fichte, he “Sees all
Nature full, Iarge and abundant as ﬂppﬂsed to him who sees
all things thinner, smaller and emptier than they actually
are’’.  The modern age seeks inspiration from Nature.
But Nature ﬂimpl}r ‘is” and her function is mainly to obstruct
our search for ‘Ought’ which the artist must discover within

the deeps of his own being.



FOREWORD

by

Dr. SIR MOHAMMAD IQBAL

THE POET OF THE EAST

WELCOME “Muraqqa-i-dmghtai"*" thalib’s Illustrated
Edition by Mr. M. A. Rahman Chughtai—a unique

enterprise in modern Indian painting and printing. Unfor-
’tunatel}' | am not competent unc}ugh to iudgu the technical
side of painting, and refer the reader to Dr. Cousin's
admirable Introduction in which he has analysed some of
the more important forces that are Elmping Clmghtaijs
artistic ideal. All that I can say i that I look upon Art as
subservient to life and personality. I expressed this view
as far back as 1914 in my ‘Asrar-i-Khudi’, and twelve years
later in the poem of the Zubur-i-'Ajam’, wherein I have
tried to picture the soul-movement of the ideal artist in
whom Love reveals itself as a unity of Beauty and Power.

Sl § gt 2B b s Sl 6, S il B L (65l

From this point of view some of the more recent paintings
of Mr. Chughtai are indeed remarkable. The spiritual health
of a peuple largely clepencls on the kind of inspiration which

their poets and artists receive. But inspiration is not a
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