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To say that Dr. Mohammad Igbal was one of the greatest poets
of his time would be to speak the truth and vet not the whole truth.
Dr. Igbal was much more than a poet. He was an institution and a
phenomenon. His works were directed not merely towards the
literary and cultural sensibilities of his generation, but to theirinner -
most needs as a people deprived of their essential rights. Dr. Igbal
fired their imagination, instilled in them a sense of pride in their
nation and gave then a sense of destiny. His composition “Sarey
Jehan Se Achcha Hindustan Hamara™ ranks with Tagore’s “Jana
Gana Mana” and Bankim's “Bande Mataram” as an outstanding
lyric expression of India’s renaissance.

I am glad to leam that Dr. 1gbal's association with the town of
Bhopal is to be perpetuated by a unique memorial being set up in
memory of the poet-patriot. May it strengthen the spirit of
patriotism and national integration in a manner befitting the great
Soul.
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