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AFTER PROFESSOR R.A.NICHOLSONS DEBATH IN 1945 HIS LIBRARY
WAS B0LD TO A WELL- KNOWN CAMBRIDGE BOOKSELLER, A5 I
WAS LOOKING THROUGH THE VOLUMES OFFERED TO THE PUBLIC ,

1 CHANCED UPON A COPY OF RIS TRANSLATION OF IJBAlLS!®

" ASHAR - I - KHUDI", IN THE FIRST BDITION(LONDON,1920)
AMD WAS IMMBEDIATELY INTERESTED TO OBSERVE THAT THIS COFE
WAS HEAVILY CORRECTED AND ANNOTATED, IN A HAND AFTER THAN
THE TitANSLATOHS, ON STUDYING TEE CHARACTER OF THE NOTES,
1T SEEMED LIKELY TO ME THAT THESE( AND OF COURSE THE
CORRECTIONS) 49



BUEATED FROR EO OTHER SIR HOHAMAD IQEAL HINSELP, PHIS
SUPPOSITION WiS SPTRENCTHENED VEEN I FOUED i PEV LINES OF
DEDICATION EN A COPT OF ONB OF THIS PUBLICATION VEICK

HR HAD SBET AS A PRESENT TO PROFESSOR: NICECLSON, PROBABILITY
AT LAST BBCAME A CERTAINYY WHEW I SHENBD TEE BOOK 0 MR JAVID
IQBAL, VEO IS AT PRESHENTS STUDYING WITH ME IS CANBRIDCE: HBE
CONFIENED THAT THE CORRECTIONS AMD ANOTATION VEEE INDEED
IN THE EAMD-WRITING OF HIS REVERED FATHER,

S oSl S ot A LUl
d’d{;fq M‘ﬂ'd:—c/‘w;%b:d—&‘f"-L-"éff’:;‘f-f'iff.‘:‘””i"-a’
-Wololy (£o57e s 8 S92 41 WA Ui

HE REGARDS REALITY 4S8 A PROCESS OP BECOMING, NOT AS AN ETERNAL
SPATE. THE TEMPLA SEBEVA OF THE ABSOLUTE FIND HO PLACE IF RIS
SCHEME OF THINGS: ARL IS IN PLUX. HIS UNIVERSE IS AN ASSOCIATION
OF INDIVIDUALS HEADED BY 2HE MOSY UNIQUE IRBIVIDUALI .B.GOD.
THEIR LIFE COESISTS IN THE FORMATION AND CTUTIVATION OF

BGO BY ASSIMILATIRG DEVINE ATTRIBUTES®, EENCE THE ESSENCE OF
LIFE IS LOVE, WHICH IN ITS HIGHEST FORM IS * THR CREATIOR OF
DESIRES AND IDEALS, AFD THE ENDAVOUR TQ REALISE THEHN,"
DESIRES ABE COOD OR BAD ACCORDING AS THEY STRENGTHEN OR

VEAKLEN PERSOBALITY, AND ALL VALURS MUST BE DETERMINED BY

THIS STANDARD,
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THE RECONSTRUCTION OF i&@“{r@ﬁ#ﬂr N TR
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THE AFFINITIES WITE SEIT3SCHR AND BRRGSON NEED NOT BB
EMPHASISED. IT IS LBYS CLEAR, HOWEVER, WRY IQBAL IDENTIFIES
HIS IDEAL SOCJAETY WITK MOHAMMADS' COACEPTION OF ISLAN, OR
WHY MEMBERSHIP OF THAT SOCIETY SHOULD BE A PREVILEGE
RESERVED FOR MUSLIMS, MERE THE RRLIGICUS ENTHUSIAST SEENS
70 HAVE KNOCEED OUT THR PHILOSOPHER - - A RNSUL? WHICH IS
LOGICALLY WROEG BUT POETICALLY RIGHT.

S B L S A FCE Z I e 1
Sl JLsi Erl'éhf_rg_/ -:ﬂ_ﬁifféa!’}!ﬁ'b{:u:eﬁyﬁfé JUIZ
me,@, é..:;:uf Sl D Ll e AL UL,
Dt S e 2 £ 3 e
A St VA stz S AN B e
Ji",g( UL HISTRY oF ARODU LITERATURE (1938)

HE SIKGS THE PRAISES OF WUSLIM ACHIEVEMENTS, POR HE IS HOT 4
3



NATIONAL BUT A MUSLIN FATRIOT, ONE WHO HAS IMBIBED SOME OF THE
CULTURE OF WEST, BUT HOLDS HIMSELF RATHER ALOCFP; NOT SO MUCH

ANTAGONISTIC TO IT AS SUSPICIQUS OF ITS REFFECTS ON HIS

CO - RELIGIONISTS,
2 A2 o8 =L pl T L S b NS S
THE RECONSTRUCTION OF :,E/be: I{ f#dyﬁ_gu&q-fm

é:flg;fﬂj’JL*iﬁaf{}Q§ifE&—ILﬁﬁE{jifLﬁgji{ff:T3f01?6?¥?' N ISLAM
LE gt fﬂw#b:yﬁ%wfﬁyfﬁdﬁuwguiuélc’;m&?uﬁ
I 6 8 S,

THE RECONSTRUCTION RFLIGIOUS
Auyzjfng’gfﬁf{f!ﬁf({y’/ﬁﬁ T8 THOUSHT /N ISLAM
WA~ A L uﬁ*ﬁuﬁ@_’_ff?ﬁ;ﬁﬁ S
-dpiw
DURING THE LAST FIVE HUNDRED YEARS RELIGIOUS THOUGHT IN ISLAM
HAS BEEN PRACTICALLY STATIONERY,. THERE WAS A TIME WHEN BUROPEAN
THOUGHT RECEIVED INSFIRATION FROM THE WORLD OF ISLAM, THE MOST

REMARKABLE PHENOMENA OF MODERN HISTORY, HOWEVER, I5 THE ENORMOUS

RAFPADITY WITH T WHICH THE WORLD OF ISLAM IS SPIRITUALLY MOVING
TOWARDS THE WEST. THERE IS NOTHING WRONG IN THIS MOVBEMENTS
FOR EUORPEAN CULTURE, ON ITS INTELLECTUAL SIDE 15 ONLY A
PURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF SOME OF THE MOST IMUVORTANT PHASES OF
THE CULTURE OF ISLAM. OUR ONLY FEAR IS5 THAT THE DAZZLING
EXTERIOR OF BUROFEAN CULTURE MAX ARREST OUR MOVEMENT AND WB

MAY FAIL TO RBACH THE TRUE INWARDNESS OF THAT CULTURE.
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HE KHOWS GOBTH, BYRON AND SHELLEY, HE 1S AS FAMILIAR WITH

® ABOVE SPRACH ZARATHUSTRA® AND L'EVOLUTIOE CEEATRICE AS HE
1S WITH THE QURAN AND THE MATHNAWI. BUT WITH THBE HUMANISTIC
FOUNDATIONS OF EUROPEAN CULTURE HE APPEARS TO BE LESS
INTIMATELY ACQUAINTED AND WE FEEL THAT HIS CREITIEIBN. THOUGH

NEVER SUPERFICIAL, IS SOMETIMBES LACKING 1IN BREADTH.

s et S L O IS 2

-

WEILE IQBAL HAS BEEN FROFOUNDLY INFLUNCED BY WESTEN CULTURE,

E1S SPIRIT REMAINS ESSENTIALLY ORIENTAL.
N <RSI 0 afd iy N A
“;:2 L1 mMORTALITY

THE TASK BEPORE THE MODERN MUSLIMS 1S, THEREFORE, IMMENSE. EB
BAS TO RETHINE THE WHOLR SYSTEK OF ISLAM WITHOUT COMFLETELTY
BREAKING WITH THE PAST ........ THE ORLY COURSE OPEN TO US IS
T0 APFROACH MODERN KNOWLEDGE WITH A RESPECTFUL BUT INDEPENDENT
ATTITUDE AND TO APRRECIATE THE TEACHINGS OF ISLAM IR THE LIGHT
OF THAT KNOWLEDGE BVEN, THOUGH WE MAT BE LED TO DIFFER FROM

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US,
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ONLY THOSE WHO ARE QUALIFIED BY A CLOSE STUDY OF THE QUBAN - C4w
SAY HOJ FAR IQBAL MAINTAINED INVIOLATE THE SPRIT OF THE TEACHINGS
OF THE QURAN, BUT THESE CAN BE NO QUESTION THAT HE HAS W IDEWED

STRUCTUEE WHICH THE HAIR SPLITING INTERORETORS THE TEACHINGS
OF ISIAM ARD THE INVOLVED SYSTEM OF THOUGHT OF SOME OF THE SUFIS
ERECTED F(R ISLAM. BE BAS ATTEMPTED TO EESTORE T0 ISLAM THE
GRINTETR OF ITS SIMPLICITY . TIME ALONE WILL SHOW IF EE HAS
SUCCEEDED BUT THE IRRESISTABIE APPEAL (OF THE CEY FROM HIS
HEART FOR DIRECTNESS IN THE INTERPRETATIORS F THE TEACHTNGS OF
ISIAM IS ALREADY PRODUCING CHANGES IN ISIAMIC OUTLOOK WHICH

PROMISES TO BRATIGNALISE LIFE IN ISLAMIC COUMTRIES,
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HC W FAR THE STREAN OF IQBALS THOUGHYT WaAS INFLUERCED EY THE CiTHRENT

oF HINDU THOUGHT S5 IT WAS BEX THE CURRENTS OF ISLAMIC AWD WES TERN
PHO UGHTS IS DIFFICULT TO SAY, BUT THE FEARLESSNESS WITH WHICE EHE
PLUL 'GED ISTO UNFAEEONABLE DEPTES AND THE COBSISTBHCY WITH WHICI1

B \JPHELD THR DICTATES OF REASON SEEM TO BUCGEST THAT THE FORCE
OF OR WERATIONS OF HINDU THOUGHT WHICH FORMED THE WARP OF HIS MIFTD,
EVEN IF COVEERRD WITH ISLAMIC THOUGHT, WAS NOT EXITIHCET.

s L (}&7 oy v i/‘gil'r_'_' 10,154 oV I(é""{.,}'l_{j}":-/::
VUil WS ) L2 2 £ A p IO 2
S AT PRl

THE MOST EEMARKABLE PHENOMENON OF MODERN HISTORY TO IQBAL VWAS THE
MEV SPIRITOAL UNDERSTANDINC BETWEEN THE BAST AND THE WEST

IQBAL WAS A VOICE FRON THE EAST THAT FOUED A COMMON BRREOMINATOR
WETE THE WEST AND HELPRD BUILD THE UNIVEBESAL COMMUNITI THAT

POLERATES ALL DIFFERENCES IN RACE, IN CREED, IH LARGUAGE.
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modern knowledge with a respectful but
independent attitude and to appreciate the
teachings of Islam in the light of that
knowledge even though we may be led to
differ from those whe have gone before us
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