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introduction 

friendly. scho!arly. and wise support of these individuals. thi;s proJect 
would have never been conceived. 
If it were not for a gral1t from the Naqshbandi:yya F ottndation fO'£ Ls,Eamrc 
Education. founded by Dr. Ahmed Mirza. this index would not have 
materialized. In this regard. I thank Sllaykhs Muhammad Ma'sum 
N<J.qshbandi and Syed Afzal Hussain Jama'rti Naqsl"tbandi. sprrrtualE 
advisors to the Naqshbandiyya Foundation. It has been through Dr­
Mirza's unceasing efforts that anonymous· dOJ1'Ors contributed to' tliriiiS 
project. I would like to heartily thank. them and OF- Mirza fOIT the-iiI! 
generous support. Through, Dr. Mirza ( ccrntacted: Dr. Professor Masood 
Ahmed. who. has advised me on recent doctoral dissertatiorlS. Dr. Mirza 
also presented Ole with Zawwar Husayn"s Urdu tra[J;s;~ati€tn of the 
Makluhal. For questiol1S concerning the early NaqshbanclismelilUioned 
in the Maktuhat, Necdet Tosun Df Martnar<l Univer.srty m EstanbuE has 
been my virtual library for determining thetr Edenttty. Residing in 
Pakistan has facillitated the final stages of the index project during the 
1999-2000 academic year. This is a result of a Fulbright Grant from the 
Department of EducatiDn and permission from my coHeagues in the 
Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies at Lousiana State 
llniversity. Baton Rouge, and the administration ofLSU giving me leave 
it)r the year. 

As the Mujaddidis repeatedly say. "The end is included in the 
beginning." The final pre-publication stages involved the same persons 
who had first initiated the project. Professor Iqbal Mujaddidi carefully 
scrutinized the indexes for persons and for books, Ahmad Javed did the 
final editing for the indexes of technical vocabulary and groups, while 
Suheyl Umar translated this introduction into Persian and edited the 
Our'an and Hadith indexes. It is Suheyl Umar who is responsible for the 
countless tinal publishing details that make this book in your hands a 
tangible reality. 

Arthur F. Buehler 
Peshawar. Pakistan 

I May 2000 



iW Ana~ytiarl lndexes ....... . 

mentioneG {mce on ;a 'p;age it usua1JHy 1S not recorded ~rain. This means 
1ilitat the page lnent1aned for ,1m entry ..containing ,analytical information 
mi;g!lat m=tno(;}u that wonl in adlfferent context: Please note that the 
lI"e:a<Gin miight uee·d to 'S:t:lppJy ilihe P.eTSlan ida(a in some cases. For 
exampk ... ;u;n~er t:heibeading a!h!kam ~s ijlilwdi which reads lIhkam-i 
i}1i;1u2di:and amder the llileadlng:(i)f rahma:d is ;,,1/1 which reads i'-'l1l-i ahmad. 

Oompijlng this ~ndex .has been chaU""I1f ;ng because of the dinicult)' 
ofbahmcing oomp:r.ebensivene:s:s with " :{.'~·eI of detail that does not 
burden the reader: FOT ·explicitly overbf':lingor contrasting topics. 
cross-:references are pr.ovided. Due to the interrelated nature of Sirhindi's 
ideas. one sentence could often be cited in five different plaCes: Here 
each reference is cited once for ease of use. The reader is advised to look 
under many different rubrics. e.g .... for those interested in Sirhindi's sufi 
concepts or juristic ideas ... the maqam 'and shari 'a entries are 
mini-indexes respectively. Other "inini-indexes"inc1ude haqiqat. stlat. 
tariqat. alal11. ,1m. qafb. kama/at, and lI'afllyat. 

The Index of Persons, like the indexes that follow it. has been 
compiled with the goal of listing each name meniionedirl the Maktllbat. 
The first priority has been to use nishas to order the names whi Ie 
cross-referencing has been provided for well-known individuals and for 
multiple permutations of a name. Honorifics are given in parentheses 
after the name. The notes of Nur Ahmad and Zawwar Husayn's' Urdu 
translation are the basic secondary sources consulted for the limited 
biographical information supplied in brackets. This and the Index of 
Groups that follows are semi-analytical and the same provisos (idala 
usage and one mention per page) that pertain for the Index of Terms and 
Technical Vocabulary apply here. The hldex of Groups, Index of 
Books, and the Index of Place Names are fairly straightforward. For the 
Index of Books the Arabic definite article is disregarded in ordering the 
titles: authors. if mentioned in Nur Ahmad's notes. are noted in brackets. 
Responsibility for accuracy rests with the author. He kindly requests 
those using these indexes to be patient with any errors or omissions they 
might find. 

Acknowledgements 
In chronological order I would like to thank Muhammad Suheyl Umar. 
the present.Director of the Iqbal Academy, and Ahmad Javed. Assistant 
Director(Acad)of the Iqbal Academy, for their encouragement and 
mentoring that that they have provided over the years. The late Hakim 
Muhammad Musa Amritsari/Lahori and Professor Iqbal Mujaddidi have 
continuously assisted and advised me in this project. It was Professor 
Ml~jaddidi who suggested many years ago that I read the Maktllhat from 
cover to cover before writing my first book. He was entirely on the mark 
but time constraints only would have allowed me to use an index. if such 
had existed. Professor Mujaddidi kindly provided me with a rare copy of 
rvtuhal11mad Sa'id's book on hadith in the Maktuhal. Without the 
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and the letter. This is particularly helpful for the longer letters. Each 
entry in this set of indexes has thr.ee numbers: Volume.Letter:Page 
number so 2.54:6 is an entry in volume two, letter fifty four on page six 
of the Nur Ahmad (non-Lahore/Istanbul) edition. Semicolons separate 
entries. Except for addressee, the additional topical information supplied 
at the beginning of most letters by Nur Ahmad has not been indexed 
except in special cases. . 

The Qur'an Index is arranged alphabetically by first letter and in 
the Arabic letter order (hamza before ba and ha before waw) in this and 
the Hadith index. As in early Qur'anic orthography,vowei markings and 
dagger alifs are not indicated. Such information can be found in modern 
published Qur'ans using the chapter/verse information provided. The 
number of the sura, a colon. and then the verse number, follows each 
entry; [19:3] is sura nineteen and verse.three. In the Arabic this would be 
read from right to left [Iq:r] so in the actual index such an entry would be 
sura three. verse nineteen. 

The Hadith Index is arranged alphabetically by first letter for 
hadiths written in Arabic. Using Muhammad Sa' id's study and Nur 
Ahmad's notes, a preliminary indication where to find each hadith or 
closely-worded hadith has been included atter most entries. Following 
Persian usage.· the definite article of the scholar's nisbas has been 
omitted. Hadith specialists will be able to consult the sources indicated 
for further information. In terms of technical hadith authenticity there is a 
full spectrum of hadith in the Maktubat. Otten what has been considered 
by many to be a hadith others have considered a sufi saying or a popular 
saying. God knows best. The criterion for inclusion in this index has 
been Ahmad Sirhindi. Nur Ahmad, or Muharl1mad Sa' id declaring a 
certain saying to be that of the Prophet. This includes hadith qucivis 
where a non-Qur'anic saying is attributed to God. Readers interested in 
hadith in Persian, sayings that resemble hadith. formal hadith analysis. 
and remarks of the Companions are advised to consult Mitaly's thesis 
mentioned above .. 

The Index of Sayings by sufis. imams. and other notables is also 
arranged alphabetically by first letter. This is not a comprehensive index 
but a representative sample of the kind of expressions found in the 
Mukluhut. When Ahmad Sirhindi or Nur Ahmad mentions the source of 
the saying. it is noted in brackets after the entry. 

The Index of Tel'ms and Technical Vocabulary is the heart of 
the work and is explicitly analytical. Ideally, by reading entries in this 
index one can formulate an idea of the concepts discussed in the 
Maklllbul. The goal has been to convey the main ideas of Ahmad 
Sirhindi and the ideas that he refuted, i.e., one should not assume that all 
ideas in the index are those of Ahmad Sirhindi. There is no claim for 
completeness in terms of each individual ~ord being noted in the index: 
ihis is a conceptual index not a concordance of words. If an entry is 
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made noteworthv contributions. Prior to the Nur Ahmad edition. finished 
in 1334/1916 (the former date is hijri and the latter Common Era). 
Muhammad Sa'id. a disciple of'Abdulghani bin Abu Sa'id Dihlawi, 
compi led some of the hadith used in the Maktuhat. entitled Tashyid 
al-mahani Ii takhrij ahadith maktllhat ai-Imam Rahhani (Hyderabad. 
Deccan: M~tba' Fayd aI-Karim. 1311/1894). The latest. and probably the 
most comprehensive, study on hadith in the Maktuhat is the unpublished 
doctoral dissertation of Babur Baig Mitaly entitled, "Maktubat-i 
Mujaddid Alf-i Thani: takrij-i ahadith" (Lahore: Punjab University. 
1994). In a summary that the author kindly sent. he notes 267 different 
hadiths in Arabic. of which roughly 40% are marfit' sahih. 25% hasan. 
10% da '{f; and 25% without formal classification. In addition there are 
95 different hadiths in Persian translation of which roughly 50% are 
mOl:fit' sahih. 25% hasan. 20% da '(f: and 5% maqtll'. He notes 36 
sayings of the Companions and 150 sayings of Ahmad Sirhindi that have 
similar meanings to hadiths. In the Maktllbat-i Imam Rabbani (Karachi: 
Educational Press, 1972) there is a short six-page index of the addressees. 
Clearly the most comprehensive set of indexes to date are in Zawwar 
Husayn's Urdu translation of the Maktuhat. entitled, Maktuhat-i Hadrat 
Mlljaddid A(f-i Thani ka Urdu tarjama. 4 vols. (Karachi: Ahmad 
Brothers Printers. 1988-1993). In addition to the parallel topical indexes 
contained here, he has indexes for things, time-related things, and acts of 
worship. For an Urdu reader all of these indexes are useful. although one 
has to search in four different volumes for any given topic. Only page 
numbers are given (rather than the number of the letter plus the page 
number) so an Urdu reader can only use these indexes with this specific 
translation. In the fourth volume he includes comprehensive indexes for 
God, Muhammad, the Companions, and Intimates of God, Ibn aI-Arabi, 
Ahmad Sirhindi, worship and supplications. and miscellaneous subjects. 

The present set of indexes includes Qur'an citations, Hadiths. 
Sayings, Technical vocabulary and terms. Persons, Groups. Books. and 
Places. Details on these indexes and how to use them are given in the 
"User's Manual for the Indexes" below. 

User's manual for the indexes in this volume 
The entire set of indexes has been keyed to Nur Ahmad's critical 

edition of the Makilihal. first printed in Amritsar. This edition has been 
subsequently reprinted at least six more times. the most recent being 
Maktuhat-i Imam RaMani (Quetta: Maktaba-yi al-Quds. 1999). which 
appeared as soon as the 1991 Peshawar edition (University Book 
Agency) went out of print. Two editions. Makluhat-i Imam Rahhani. 
(Lahore: 1964-1971) and (Istanbul: Wakif Ihlas, 1977). are of reduced 
size and the pagination differs from the other six editions. For those 
using these or editions/translations other than the Nur Ahmad edition, a 
list of the 536 letters and their page numbers has been compiled so one 
can more easily find entries using just the number of the specific volume 



Introduction 

11 its <gtIire. fitting·;that the Iqbal Academy has printed this set of 
Dilildexes. Mbma IqbaL[d. 1938]hao avery close philosophical and 
:5iJ'iritnai :affimtity with Imam Rabbani (as Ahmad Sirhindi is popularly 
Imown). He also recommended in his memoirs (lqball1ama [Lahore. 
1951j 2:48) ttlhat. further studies on Ahmad.Sirhindi should be done. Ten 
years ago Sun,eyl Umar and Ahmad laved of the Iqbal Academy in 
Lahore. Pakistan. suggested that I translate Maktllbat~i Imam Rabhani 
(hereafter Makhu.bat) into English. It was the idea of a partial translation 
that led the way to prepare an. index. While reading all 536 letters and 
getting an overview of Ahmad.Sirhindi's thinking.-} slowly prepared the 
index .. The primary.goal. however, of a published index is for scholars 
and practitioners to have increased.~ccess to the main corpus of Ahmad 
Sirhindi's writing. The profusion and complexity of.intertwining topics 
requires one to read the Maktubat froni cover to cover to even partially 
get an idea of what he had to say. Few scholars o~ pr<ictitioners have the 
time to do this -'- especially if they have just a speciaUopic or question in 
mind. 

Although the Nur.Ahmad edition has topical summaries before ach 
of the nine sections and summaries of the subjects discussed at the 
beginning of each letter, these are very general and necessarily. 
incomplete indications that are difficult to use. For this reason. few 
scholars have informed their research through the Maklllhal. Given the 
increasing scholarly interest in the Naqsh~andi-Mujaddidi lineage over 
the last fifteen years such an index has become a desiratum. if not a 
necessity. Many have ranked the Maktllbat along with Mautana Rumi's 
Malhnawi in terms of vital transnational impact across the Islamic world. 
From a historical perspective there .. is no doubt that the Maktllbat is the 
most important and widespread collection of sufi letters in the Islamic 
tradition while serving as the doctrinal reference point for the 
Naqshbandiyya- Mujaddidiyy« ~ver the last four hundred years. 

Prior indexes and related material 
In addition to the aforementioned summaries done by Nur Ahmad in his 
critical edition of the Maktllhat. other scholars and practitioners have 
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