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THE PRESSING OF My SOUL 
(Some Observations on Iqbal's Concept of th~ :Ajam) 

M S~eyl Urnar 

.:;./1 (. .;{)k ,.; d L~ "';-'I} 

.:;./1 (- j;- ':' .d .k ~);; 
No Jamshid's memory; the wine that floweth in this inn of mine 
It is the pressing oj my soul that sparkleth in the bowlojPersia 

~~ 

Thus sang Iqbal in his Zubiir i Y1/am (persian Psalms).1 The 
multi layered metaphor of Ajam was orie of the oft-repeated 
motifs of Iqbal's poetry. He used it, in various contexts, to 
allude to a particular human collectivity, a specific 
geographical area, genius of a human race and a mind-set that 
proved to be one of the most important fo~tive influences 
that moulded the Islamic civilisation in its present form. 2 In 
his view the Islamic civilisation waS created from the twin 
elements which he defined, in his short poem "Islamic 
Culture", in a symbolic manner as k)J.;Jdy(":-,j,~~~/' :AJam 
kd bum i tabi'at, :Arab kd siiZ i dariin. (finesse and refinement of 
the Persian genius and inward burning of the Arab soul).3 

.As Mustansir Mir has noted, Iqbal's view of the role of 
Persia in Islamic history at first sight appears to be 
ambiguous, or even self-contradictory,. but a closer look will 
present the" matter in a different light. Iqbal speaks 
approvingly of the. refining influence of Persia on rugged 
Arabian character, ~t he is critical of the enervating effect of 

'. 



i ,"" .... , .... 

, .~(' . 

, 
.,\, 

" -
", .' 

I, 

; 7 ... 

''!'. 

t,' ',", 

:' . 
,-

" " 
., .[ 

';.:; " ' .. ',~ .... 
:",! :' •. ;;," 

10 ; :", ... ,'" 0' Arab ,World. .. . 
, , 

Persi~n Il}ystic~m on Islamic 'culture. But this, ,only m~an~. 
, that Iqbal's 'evalUation of,Persia's legacy is nuanced. He takes 
a similar view of ,the influence of the ,West on'modem Islamic 
history. He is severely critical ofcertamaspectso(Westem 
'culture ,and repeatedly Warns :tv.t;uslitris' to beware, of imitating 
the West slavishly. At thes'~time, heachnires cettainother 
aspects of. that ,culture, and, furtherinore,regatds as, highly 
positive the role of the Westin giving a wake-up calL tothe 

,slumbering ,MUslim world. In the same vein, he is also critical 
of the decadence and deviation to which' the Arab part of the 

,Jslarnic civilizationbecarrle' subject to. A representative 
" comment would help elucidate the point. In his R~constrUction 
of Religious Thoughtin Islam he, lamented, "To my mind -these 

, argrunenis,if righdyappreciated, indicate the birth 'of an 
, " . international ideal which,thbugh fonning the very essence of, " 

, Is1iIIl,: has been hitherto overshadowed or rather displaced by 
"Ara,bian Imperialism of the ,earlier centuries o{, Islamr 
Would that warrant us to conclude ,that the , "Arab" as such 
,*,as responsible for the overshadoWing of the '~very essence 
of Islam"? Sirpilarlywbulct the verses given 'below, which 

"criticize • the .Arab world, provide us a sufficient reason to 
· conchidethat Iqbal saw nothing of value in the Arab world " 

, ,'., and anchored no hopes for the future _, of Islam in the genius 
, of the ,Arab race? ' 

;~" . 

- ~. , 

'", ~ 

;:/i{ ',;p , "'-'I J;~', ;f -.;-/ 
~t{ ";~~.JJ.J ff ~;;;' f (-

Where is the Arab, to revive 
The old nZght~revelry, ' 
An? where the Persian, tobring:alive ' 

-TheliJvMute's minstreJ!y?5 

~;;lI ' (.7, J ~J ~tJJjf "r,.l 
" 

~.tV (- (;If ~;;v-,~j .. :. 
; .lJ' ;/J 

J} 

~I 

'.<,1 

.. 

.-

" 

, " I bow down before myse(f~there is no temple qr J(a'bah left! . . - . ," . 

.' >\ 



,.;' >.' . 

. The PresSing ojMySoul. .. ~. 

This ohejir missiiigmArabia, thatone i~ other lands. (, 

. '-;"/ :JJ 'f" J (~~f·· /;) 
"~. 

~i. \2';,;1 'J+F L) 

. T htive'f1Jandered ihrduji lands, Arab a;nd ,non-A;ab, . 

: ' ... 
Bii Lahabiseverywhe;:'e;.Mu~tafd'nowhere.~ 

, .'~~ , ~~7- o.?f y';'~ .:;;y Sj)i..· 

. (UzY ·;·S,)'L ~ ( I. .... J J(/. :.d~ ." 
. . ~ , . '. ~'.'. 

" The Arabs have lost their former zeal, . 
Their sOY,1s areJhrunk; thry cannot jeel,' 
Iraq andPersicitirebereft 
Of bones and veins and naughtis left! 8· 

1L 

, .~, 

As:could'be:seen e~ily,.¥ese.:r~ks and other stat~n'len~ .. 

, '~ . 

. to the 'samee££ect':addiess . certain specificsituatidnsor.;:' " 
problems; that the Muslim conimtinity ·had faced durirtg·;the 

. course' of the ,historicaluITfolding of itscultUra1ethos; So is .,' 
the case wit\lhis obs¢rvationS on the :Aj~m which, if t<lken .... 
out 'of cdntextof stu,Cli~d' iri~o1ation, can lend them t6>ani" .' . 
interpretation that, to say th~ least, woul<,l be IIlislead.iP.gcanci 

.'?rou1!f st9pshort at giving us inin~ccurat~ view of Iqba,l's • .. ' y ,;. 

real assessrnent,~f;:the :role of Pers~irtIslamichiStory.· .' ,.' 

'ThuS we.obseIVe, that nianyco~ntators of Iqbaland 
evend.ist~hed. authorities ;in Iqbal studies do. ti.kea . ' 
partial,oft~n t1"uIicated~"view of the highly nuariced us,!-ge of 

. the coricept/ theme of:Ajam in Iqbal thus amvingat results i 
..... 

'that can nOt ~-sl.lpporied,by thepoetic~d. prose workS ot>.· 
Iqbal.·We would liketoeluc~date through a representative 

.; sample. IIi .. his otherwise excellent~ discuSsio;:r Qf 'th~c6Ilcept 
'of :Ajam,9·Mirza.Muhammad Muna~;.brillian.t:1y gUides his 
reat:iers through the cotptiSof Iqbal's ~orkswithrefeteiice' to; ,.' 

;~his n~ced an<:l;Iri~ti1ayere&usage of :Ajam;but leaves us , "" 
'with a half'truth by highlighting orily ~~ negative side 'of the 
:stbry; tl;ieerieIVating: e££ec~ of Persianate,ethos ott the Islamic, .. 
. cWture. Iqbal,'s. vieW- is, much more complex a,ndcan not b~" ,., .' .' 
"', ~; ..... :,.~ _::- '.>. ~.;.: '. -.f: ~ .. '.' : .. : ". - :,~. " ", : '.~ . T. ~ :: ~ ,: • 

"~ ~;.":~ . ~', " 

" 

, ;\~'. . 
". 
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. appreciated correctly unless one takes into consideration all 
that he had to say on the question. 

In Iqbal's view, Muslim comrnunallife depends not only 
on the 'unity of religious belief', but ~o on 'the uniformity of 
Muslim Culture'.l0 Muslim culture is "relatively universal' in 
the sense that it is not the product of a single race.11 Hence he 
recogniseq the importance of the fact .that the Persians' had a 
brilliant pre-Islamic civilisation of great spiritual and. artistic 
beauty, and played a major role in the very foundation of 
Islamic civilisation. 

In fact, although Islamic thought and culture succeeded in 
freeing itself from becoming only 'Arabic' or 'Persian' during 
the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, both of these peoples left 
their indelible mark upon its historical deployment and 
development. The Persians on the one hand, played a central 
role in building Islamic civilisation12 and, on the other, were 
able to integrate within the universal perspective of· Islam 
many elements of their pre-Islamic past, which thus became 
completely IslamiciZed. They therefore not only became 
thoroughly Islamic and have remained one of the most 
productive of Islamic peoples intellectually and artistically, 
but they were also able to preserve their. own identity and 
remain distinctly Persian, creating a second cultural focus 
within the unity of Islamic civilisation, which in its classical 
phase and almost up to modem times could be divided 
culturally into the Arabic and the Persian zones. Let us 
analyse the. issue now with reference to his prose and poetic 
works in order to arrive at a conclusion that is squarely 
rooted in his views and provides 11$ a comprehensive answer 
while steering clear of the confusions that have come to 
surround the question over the years. 

As early as 1910 we find a note in his personal diary which 
reads as follows: 

If you ask me what is the most important event in the 
history of Islam, I shall say without any hesitation: The 
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.' Conquest of Persia. The battle of Nehawand gave the 
Arabs not only a beautiful country, but also . an ancient 
civilisation; or, more properly, a people who could make a 
new civilisation with the Semitic and Aryan material. Our 
Muslim civilisation is a product of the cross-fertilisation of 
the Semitic and the Aryan ideas. It is a child who inherits 
the softness and refinement of his Aryan mother, and the 
sterling character of his . Semitic father. But for the 
conquest of Persia, the civilisation of Islam would have 
been one-sided. The conquest of Persia gave us what the 
conquest of Greece gaye to the ROInans." 13 

He expanded on the same subject. In the same year, while 
delivering his seminal address "The Muslim Community-A 

! Sociological Study", Iqbal made a statement that revealed his 
views on the subject ,in more detail and in a manner that is no 
less than categorical. The extract is sq important for the issue 
at hand that it deseIVes to be quoted in full 14 

; 

The Arab Race, the original creation oj Islam, was certainfy a great fa,tor 
in its political expansion, but the enormous wealth oj literature and 
thought- manifestation oj the higher life oj the spirit- has been the work oj 
,hieffy non-Arabian races. It seems as if the birth oj Islam was onlY d 

momentary flash oj divine consciousness in the life-history oj the Arab race; 
the working oj its spiritual potentialities was due to the genius oj people 
other than the Arabs. . ..................... .. just as the Muslim 
Community does not recognize a'!Y ethnological differences, and aims at the 
subsumption. oj all ra,'(!s under the universal idea oj humanity, so' our 
culture is relativefy universal, and is not indebted, for its life and growth to 
the genius oj one particular people. Persia is perhaps the principal factor in 
the making oj this ,'Ulture. If you ask, me what is the most important event 
in the history oj Islam, I shall immediatefy answer- the conquest oj Persia. 
The battle oj Nehawand gave to the Arabs not onfy a beautiful country, 
but also an ancient people who could .construct a new civilisation out oj the 
Semitic and the Aryan material. Our Muslim civilisation is a product oj 
the 'TOssfertilization oj the Semztti: and the Aryan ideas. It inherzts the 
softness and refinement qf its Aryan mother and the sterling O'haracter oj its 
5 emitiO' father. The O'onquest oj Persia gave to the Musalmans what the 
Conquest oj Greece gave to the Romans, but for Persia our O'ulture wquld 
have been absolutefy one sided. And the people whose contact transformed 
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"the., Arabs > and the 'Mughals, are' no/intellectuallY, ;leaa. Persia, wh;s~., 
: : :" existence as an\indipetid~nt Political unit is: t~r,(Jat~ned l~y' the' aggressive ' 

i:l1Ji.bii/on of Russia if stilielreal centre ofMitilim i,u/ture,and I can onlY 
hope" that .rhe Still continuei to occupy the position, that she has alwqys 
occupied in, ihe-Mu!iim' 'world .... ;tf;e.1osi of the Persia's political 

'independence'wi)uldno~ bea territorial 10j~.,To the Muslim /ulture suchan 
, event: would'be, a blow much moreserio~s thdn~b(T aTtar invasion of the 
, 10th, century. Butperhaps I' am drifting into 'poliiicswhich. it is ~ot my 
pres~ntoijectt!! dzscuss,alhhatI ipean toe.rt,ablifh isthatin orderto 
'become a liVing member oj the Muslim Cq111m1!~ity the,ifidividual besides 

, an' unconditional b~liif in the religious prinCiple,' must thoroughfy assimilate 
: t~e culturelJflslam. Theo'ijecioj this assimilation !i/to'create a uniform 

menial outlook; ,a pe'2uliqrwqy oj'loqking, iit' the;o~!d,a definite 
, ',' stan.dpoint from~hichto judge ihe .value ojthings which sharpfy, dejZnes our 
'community,and tranSforms it into a corporate ~ndividual giving it a definite, 

puipoje and idea/of its own." ", ' " ' 
" ~ ; 

TIi~ elements that Iqbal, ~ his above quoted remarks, 
'., ,claimcid to be the God given merullID:S of "the, working of 

Islam's spiritualpotentialities~' 'werea,lso mentioned time and 
,again~ in hiS 'Urdu and Persian verSe through the use .of a, 

, ,'varietY' of symbols; For '~xamplehe declares :'it to: be a 
',:;,rrianifestatibn of Divine Mercy, uSlngthe'symbol, of "the 

,waters.or,n,tinfall of Mercy" inthe folloWing verse:' , 
',~ 

~ ;. , 

'J' (/' JA~) 7 'j'>:Je-, ~'" 

,;IP., ~,' r5'i j ~ IJ,/L Lf /' 
The vine awaits Your bounteous. rain: no'mo-;' -.' ~.~ ,:;.,-" 

" ,:: ,.' '. ,is theMagianU!inein Persia~s taverns soieL
1S 

. ,. ., ,,"B:e,cause thePersians~becamethorGugl:lly Islami~ized and 
. yetc,reated ,a . distinctly. Persian, Isla.tnic c'Ulttlrer~latedon a 
cert~ plane withthe~pre~ Islamic'p~t, to understand their 

... role m'the' fonnation pfthe Islamic;~iv,iJiSation; icis' riec:esscUy , 
I ' tb'Ccista, ~riefglaIlceatthe .religiouS his,toty 6f'thep~ople 

during the past. threethQuSandyea~, b4t' that is tlie ,tppic . of a 
, , ',Jlrl11~gthbo~kiU1d can nq.tbec;ompresseH in ille:space of 

ah'artide,16 For the purposes' of (n1I~diate disc;ussion it 
- :.'., -.: .. . ',' ,:' . '," ': .': ,"': . ~ -. ' 

".-
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_ ,.' . suffice~ io.poirltoutthatthe major spiritual traiJ.sfbrrnatio~ir' 
Persia came, 'strailg~lyenotlgh,/n0tfrom one. of~e new 
. members of the family of Iranian religions buifroma religion . 
of Abrahamic 'and Semitic'; ·background,.'namely Islam.' 
Although the ~tarydefe':ltof the 'Sassaiiids heforethe'Arab .' 
armies was a suddell and 'rapid process,· thelspiritual $tr.uggle 
between' Islam and Zoro~ti;ianism was -a,. graclual one ,and . did ?' . 

ridt really tei:minate until the fourth! tenth cenniry. This' fa~t 
itself inqicates: that the. Persian. accepted Islam,.' not through 
force, as is'claimedbysome modem historians; but because 
'()f an inner spiritual'rieed.17 When the Persicmsregained the,ir., . ·.1' 

political independence ,from the caliphate there were still very, .' '. 
siZeabk Zoroastrianc:ornmuriities in Persia. But instead of, 
showing any inclination to return to this traditioll"the newly 
independent Pefs'ian'ru1ers became.themselves the,champions 
of the spread oUslarn,while,insisting on the independence of 
the, . literary . and culturaL, life'. of·. Persia:. Most. of the Muslim, 

, l~nds of Asia have, iIi' fact, been IslamiciZed thrOugh the 
mten:nediary Gfthe Persiah fOrp:lof ~shun. And to this day, -, 
when, a ,. person be10ngmg to the Persianate wO:rld·~ 0,£ 
the dolnain of 'Persian cultUre' hesees before him nearly die ,-,' 
whole of the Eastemlands:oflsl~ froIIlthe, WE!stem ".: 
bordets of the Iranian plateau toWesiem China, with .Iraq as 
an • intermedi::uyrealri:r where'the Persian, Arabic and, later; 

, Turkish elements met. . . 

It ,should not; thus, cOme ,as a$urpris~'when we notice 
- Iqbal $'a~g,"my r~ligion is from Hijazhutit'~asreaclied me' 
,through Isphahan,::Ka,bul,and Tabriz"18or wlierth¢sings, 
"My he~rtisfrQm the sa~ctu211Y oJfi!ja:v ';;y iongjroff) Shira:-(, .19 In' 
his view, the Arabs and the Petsi~ {ai-Y1rqb wa 1-.'A;i;lJ72 in ' 

'traditional; Islamic sGurces}, together, founded" the -' Islarriic 
,civiliSatioriand have ill.fluenced nearly 'every- phaseqf its 

" ,subsequent history. . 
·'i, 

, T"/ jv ()!. ;y L ~!,' 
" . .::::..... "(. f pi' ;1.1 ,(, ,,(] , ' . _, r_ 

: '.~ ) 

':-'. ,>" -;- . ' .. :., 

.. ,-~ 

,.";,...,;.:'" ------"--'--'--~-----'--~~~--'--'-----'-"'---~....;.....;-~~-.;.~:"..:.-. 
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'";"j 
/ J( ;~..t, ~ .:::.... ':;".),pJ , 

~ (7 L , J> '-:-'".J.? f 

''Building'' oj the ~jam is contained in the "burning" oj the Arab, 

The secret that keeps the "sacred precinct" is the unity oj nations. 
Western thought is berijt oj the idea oj Oneness, 

Because the Western civilization has no sacred precinct.2o 

Islam, like any universal religion, aims at creating a larger 
- circle of human unity and solidarity to which various human 

collectivities, different racial geniUs and diverse national 
temperaments can contribute while retaining their distinctive 
features and individuality. The first semicircle that builds this -
Truth-centred circle is, in a sense, inward and pertaining t9 
the self while the other arc iscivilizational and outward.. The 
fIrst bow i.e. silZ i :Arab allows the human self to reach 
perfection by making it a manifestation of the Truth while the 
latter i.e. saz i ~am brings the world to its complete fruition 
by making it a medium through which the Truth can manifest 
itself hI the outward realm. The -Ajam, because of its racial 
temperament and brilliant pre-Islamic civilisation of great 
spiritual and artistic beauty, played a major part in creating 
new conceptual frameworks and intellectual manifestations of 
the Truth based on Islam and it also moulded Islam into a 
civilisation. In other words, the rock like stability and 
permanence that is essential to a religion is manifested 
through the Arab -temperament while the cultural diversitY 
required of a civilization unfolds through the medium of the 
mind of the :Ajam. That is to s~y that silZ i:Arab stands as a 
metaphor for the originality (in the sense of unbroken, living 
link to the origin) of religion and religious ethos ",TIile the saz 
i :Ajam stands for the unfolding !movement and creativity that -
brings forth cultural forms and mtellectual constructs . 

. He returned to the same theme in one of latter verses, this 

time using a different set of terrhs (that is '";"/ jJ [the Arabian 
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, The Pressing ofMj Jj/ul. :'.,< 
,1:( ,.' ":;, 

",,;: '. 

J)C t; (!cJ..)y L,~/0" 
'~i::-J0'J.', L,'':''I-1~ , ~/L 
-; , :..~ .:' , 

,I, "'<,'" 
, , '< " 

;,!\ .. 

":', ',~~, 

, The burning o/the Arab remembrCf!u'e, the bu,ilding oJthe Persian thought '"t:"" ~; 
No more carry either the Arabian contemplative visions or the 'Persian ~ 
. '.':, 21' , 
zmagznr;ztzon. ", , 

" , ,~ 

To '.SlUIl up; Iqbal' gives du~lln.portarite f0: ;boththe 
'aspects, 'of theI~Iamiccivilisatiori'afldisvetydear ast?l1q~ ,,' 
, did the "HUsn i'rabiiif,',' of :Ajam ~estf!d'itseIfin Islariiic ',C, , ' 

'i ~toty ,wough ,'making itS rich "contribution-to, the ", 
deployment of the Islamic ~ivilization and ,his insii~tsare ,,: 
refi!arkablewitllreg¥d to 'the ,intellectual and s,piriiual acti-tity ~'. 
that unfolded itseIfthroughthe,rp.edium;of "SdZi :Ajam" 

leaving itsmdelible imprint not only on Islamic' histqry but in ' 
, the aimals of cultural heritage ofallrIiarikiridYWe,'Wishto ' 
, . end our remarks.: bypre~~ntiijg to the reac;lers ·thebeautifur, 
ve~es 23" that.enshririe:ilie'trib~te through wruch.lqSal24 h<l;s' 

, acknowledged the 'debt: , .,.,' " 

.~ " 

'1= 0~!!J,J (iY ;J.tJt,,-? d~ 

r cI~ Jj cI~' (- "., cll:l.?JI'< 
.. '{' ';J,'JJ) .j.: jJ'~) ~. ~i 

. , ',"- . :' 

rcl~' jl9i' (r .~M1,':"'" k I:" 

, ~;! i;j){JI ; -( /,'{j f~i ~ J/I.. 

¥ ~t:-)(" ;;,'(?p)' Fy 
'J e:r/), JJ) ;., 7(Jt.- I:" 

'r ~~k)tIJi. ,;;/>' J p', 
" " 

: ' 

~ ;; - ,,~' , 

.:", ; 

.. ~ 
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J; (jl;"-J J )); ~ rf) j 

~ (;IC7.-!- ;1' ()IJ .f ~J ~!~ 

;:fo. (;ILLl' j; f ()J/ Y/-

~ (;II"'; AiJ (;I)J.J ;1 (I '-tJ 

J J ":"'" (jC& ()I .;i; d' JJ ~ 
~ (;I(~;I ()IJ·,.:,:;- .JJ (j, 

In the avenues of your garden, I burn like the lamp of a tulip 
By your life, 0 youth of ~jam, and l?J mine! 
Time and again, my thought·dove into the depths of life, 
Until I seized hold of the hidden thoughts of yours. 
I saw the sun and the moon, my vision soared higher than the Pleiades: 
Inyourinjidel land, I laid the foundations of the Sanctuary. 
That its point mqy become sharper still, I twisted it down­
A listless jlqme it was in your .wilderness . 
. My colouiful thought presents to the empty-handed of the East 
A piece of ci. mqy thatI have from your Badakhshan. 
There is abqut to arrive a man who will break the chains of the slaves 
I have look~d through the window in the wall of your prison. 
Make a cir~/e round me, 0 creatures of water and clay: 
In my breast, I have ajire that I carry from your ancestors(25 

, 
Not only that, he has to register a complaint as well: 

~Jjl ~ if, (--:' d' ()/) 

~Ij ~ ;i1 ~? )i; ~/ 
MY song has relit old jires in Persia, 
But Arabia is still a stranger to my ardef1t lay.26 
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1 Zubiir i ~am in IVtllfyat i Iqbal, .(persian) Iqbal Academy Pakistan, 
Lahore, 19~M, pp. 398. Zabur-i 'Ajam (Persian Psalms; Persian; 1927). In one 
of his letters, Iqbal sumrriarises the contents of this four-part work: the 
first two parts present, respectively, man in conversation with God and 
man commenting on the world of man; the third part offers responses to 
a series of philosophical questions raised in a poem by a Muslim mystic of 
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries; and the fourth part discusses the· 
impact of slavery on a nation's religion and culture. In general usage, 
however, the title Zabur-i 'Ajam refers to the first two parts; each of the 
last two parts having acquired an almost independent status as a poem. 
Both for profundity of thought and exquisiteness of diction and style, 
Zabttr-i 'A/am occupies a distinctive place in Iqbal's poetical corpus. Also 
see Mustansir Mir, Iqbal, Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 2006. 
2 In some instances, the word was used, no doubt, with certain negative 
connotations. But this did not change his essential position on the 
question of Persian influence on the Islamic civilization. Iqbal criticises 
the arts that have a soporific effect on people and kill their khudi instead 
of building it up (Zarb i Kalim, p. 562, 576, 580-1 in IVtllfydt i Iqbal, (Urdu) 
Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1994): Iqbal was of the opinion that the 
Arab element in the Islamic literary tradition was basically healthy? 
invigorating, and life-affirming, whereas the 'Ajami or non-Arab element-
especially that represented by some of the medieval Persian mystics- was. 
effete and lethargy-inducing, and should, therefore, be avoided by Muslim 
readers. 
3 The complete line, which occurs in his poem "Islamic Culture" reads, 
"'Andir is ke hain riib al-qudus kd dhawq i jamdl / 'Ajam kd busn i(abi'at, 'Arab 

kd siiZ i dariin" (Its constituent elements are the taste of Beauty imparted 
by the Holy Ghost / finesse and refinement of the Persian genius and 
inward burning of the Arab soul). The verse comes from a small poem 
entitled "Madanfyyat i L:ldm" (Islamic Culture) in Zarb i Kalim,in Kullfydt i 
Iqbal, (Urdu) Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1994, pp. 56l. 
S iiZ (literally, burning, blazing, fiery and by extension, fervent, ardeI}t, 
passionate) . and its complementary term saz (literally, building as well as 
musical' instrument and by extension, edifice, structure, creativiry.? are 
among the most important of metaphorical devices that Iqbal had 
employed, not only for describing. character types, mind-set or conceptual 
paradigms point toward modes of approaching reality, formulating a 
vision of reality and relating to the Infinite. . 
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, ,.·t:~Muh~d Iqbal"Th~"ifeconst~ction~fRe/i;'iouJThoughi¥ls!a~;:Iqbal .• , 
c" '::Academy Pakis~an/Ins.titute'9pslrmic C¢ture,Lah9re, 1989,.p.~3:" 

<.:,. ,XF;ull[ydli Iqbal; (persian}Iqbal,~ademyP~tari;Lahb.r:e;19~4,pp.393:·, 
. 6 KUlfiydi i Iqbal, (pers~}Iq~alACademyPakistan,Lahord~1994, pp.423 . 

. , , . 7:KuIf!ydt i Iqbql,(p~rsian) ,lq.bal Academy p:akist:an; hih()re,~~94,' pp.: 719. ' 
8 kulliydt: i Iqbal," (lfrcfu) >Iqbal Ac~demy: Palris~; Llhore;. 2,006, pp. • 593. 

,'~'lfhe following verse {Kull[yat i iqbql, (Urdu), pp. 561) aIsospeakS in the 
; saIne v:eil;1:' , . .' i,/ > . 

~?I' .;-li :'~;c·. '. ;' .' . 

, ',. 'L~:>/~G~': 'u-' J:" ~ ;~ ,~i, 
: . ":9 ,Mirza MtfuanirriadMciIawwar, «Kala~.i I~balIIlein' :Ajdfn:ka'maJhtim~',' 

,in MiZdni Iqqdl, (lJr.du)IqbalAcademy pilis):an, Lahore;199£pp~ 4 L .. 
,,'10 LatIf· A SherWaru:,iEd}; Speeches, . WritingJ' and. Statement~ if Iqbal, . Iqbal, ' 

>. "ACad~myPakisW1, Liliore, 1995,p .• !25.' : .. , 
'. , .p Ibid:.,.' A" .' \~ "' .... :' "·1.0 

12 For the co~tributiori 9f,theP~rsians oDlyt6the purelyre1igi6us sciences;~, 
,of Islam,.· see~:' H' NaSraridM Muc~, ~lheReligious Sciences", I;.,' 

, 'Cambridg~ Hijt~ry oj Iran, Vol. IY, Cambridge, 1975, pp. 464-4~0;.as for 
c Persiari contributio~~? Islamic philospphy, arid the sciences~ee . S. H 

'. NaSr, . "Philosophy and O:>sin'ology", ibid.; pp. 419-141 and~LifeScience&; . 
.. ' ..• 'At~hemY and Meditin~;,.ibzd.; PP: 39~~418; s~e aJ.s~: H Coroln;,Terre celeste 

et - corps de rcsurreCtion.":J:'he; most thoioughdiscussion' of .. the mutual. 
irUluence andinterplay6f Islam, itscivilizarioh,and the Pe'isiimsls to be .. 

>, . fQup.din i:iie:'P~.(SianV;ork.of.M Muy.bharl,Khadamdt-imittdcjtibil-i.'Isldm' 
.•. wa Irdn, Tehran, 1349AIjIsolar. .> .. ' .. ' " .•. " .. 
>,"13 "The'(bnq4est of~ehia:",Str<'9' Reflections, ~qbal Acaden;,y ~akistan, . 

Lahore,. 2006" p: 49 .. Thisentty ~ incorporatedmto'the paper 'The. ' 
, •. 'Muslim O:iIrimunity' hiterthe same yea:r,OrllY rrllnor c~es we.r:e made:" 

Namely; "butaIsoanancient people;br" won: prope~ly, apeoplewhb~: .' 
.• could ... " \fas~ghten~d'~p> as «btit . also an'anci~nf people who:c6uld ... " , 

• -; ,~o~. the .s~e ~o ·:·.se·nt~n.S~,· . '~S,ivilisatio~:: ~#1 t4~ .. :·" ; was cr~ang~~ to 
r' civilisation out of.;. ", Next, "It is'.'like a child who inh:erits .. ~ '~. waS , 
,:;:changed to:'Tt inher;its, .. ,"and "charaCtf:~ of'.$is ... " to"chkact~r' o{ 

", . its; .. ~ ~e:1:iSt two sen~nceswere'rta,rrapged.t9. read: "The ~onquest of, > 
,Persia.gave tome Mu$almans~what the coriquest,of Greece gave~.to the " 

RotnallS: But~orPerSia: ,our Cult4re woUldJiavebeen ab,solutely one- . sided." . , .' '.. ' '. ,. . ". ',.. ....... ..' . .. ','. 

14 'Th:eMusfun G:>lI1in~tyiA Sociologic:ij.'StlidY, Speechest,'W'ritings and· 
, S;dtem~nij ,oj Iq~~!,(Ed~>LatIf A Sherwark), , Iqbal' Academy:'Pakistan, ." 

Lahore:1995, p. 125.' '", ' '. ';, ., - . 
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15 KP/liydt,i Iqbal, (Urdu), Iqbal Ac~demy Pakistan, taB'dre, 2006, pp. 353. 
The following·verse could-also be construed ill the same vein: . 
~ I . " 'I ,. " ,_ ~ 

, ~ ,VJ;A;"SlJ L, ((j;" J! J' ~f ~ 
;'Jl,-' ~. '~j (j~,' ,JI/I j' , .. ...,,,. do,' " 

, .. ;;',.~... ' - .' ".>,....' . ':.: 
'(Ibid, pp. 35.1); .' ,e,: .. ' . . . . Vi. f~;'<' ' .....f ." 
16 Wl?-en Y7e look at Persia today, or to be more accurate, me iJ?ers#te . 

•.... wne . of theIslimi~ . world, we . see' ,that, 'it. isqne, of the' niost 
, ,ove~he~gly ,:Muslim: areas in the "f~~ld. The lite of the vast ~jority of 

Persians today is dominated an1 moUlded completely by Islam, while, at 
thesime t~e, ther~ligi9us arid'culfuralJifeof thec,Oimtrymiturally 
reflect$t$.e:Jong:historyof thePersia,n people.persiah~s beenbotb., a,. 
c;entre froID:wIDch maj()r,t;eligious influei!c7s,:hayetadiated.'~da dpss" . 

, mads atwrucih the religio~,tr:l<li,tiq~.ofth~:'Mediterrane:p1World and. 
Asia hive :1,Ilet,:resUlting;iqfte!li:in .. new, curr~n1:S'of religious'1ifl'Having '. 

'.: 

'.' 

:~'i origmallybeIcmged tome:same .ethillc apd1,in~ticstock,asthe ~ ... '.; 
'.conquerors'of India, the. cit;ly Iranians .. :Who 'settled on theplateau";;r"\ 
posses~e~,.a rellgionakiii\'to'that ?f~he;Vechis~'J<ro~ thise:vly bac;kgro!,l11d ..... '. . 
there arose the reform ofZ6roastei -and. me'! establishment of the," 

f specifically It:'ani~'religiori of ZoroastnF.m:, Althop.gh, thetdates'9f. "':, .~; 
. ZoroaSter,arestil1 much debated, thereis'nodoubt that irt'the fifth··: 

cen1:1lrj/'BC his 't:e~chings:'(became~ the'offici~ religiqn: pf:the Peisi~':' 
empire. ~e sacred book cif ZbroaStrianism" th~Ay'~sia;: IS the most 

, preciouS religiollS d()Clll:Benf of the early¥StoIyof Persia aswell-as a b~ic". ," 
, sotirCefof'the studyoLthe Iranian langUages; Zoroast:riariiSin, with it~h ','" 
,.firm belief in the, angelic -world,,itS acc,entupon,. theII?-oialcljitiensioIiof ; , 
human existence; its emphaSis upon the,realitj61 theafte~c life 'and r,asi::, •. 

. ," J~dgnient, a.nd-it'sstress' upon,the puritrr orthe'eI~rnents andthesaiiecl" 
" character-of human life, left an imprint both oJ+the rater'religiouS liIeof ". 

Western As,~a and on the g<rne~al outlo~'k of the,Persians: ' ,,' . 
., .;."\ ",-, ... -

The positive quhlities that this religion implanted in the ,souls"of the 
,Persians ·smvived and became transmuted into ·the· Islah:iic,m~uld ,after" .. " v. 

", 'Zoro~~~itseIf had aec~yedand lost t4/§piriUtaI:;kggi~.ag~tthe. 
' .. fle;" ~?rces?t:,Tslan:' 'For/~ple, thecai~'~t',ma,ny~.?e~9~fPersians ·:'~,.';i 

. takelli keepmgtheu:clothing,f06d~dhablU,lt"clean ill a,ntual sense, 
.. ' ... sometimes .~-\teI); over-emphasising rru;, :~le!p-entSofr.eligion, is fo~ded 

,.uPQn'an old Z,or()as.trill:? tel1:ch,ingreiilforced by'i:heemp4~isof lslarn'~ ,.,', 
'upon deru$riess.Whateyersurvived of Z,orb~trianismin tiJ.e :pei;siap.,soul' ' '. 
Was, howev~~, thoroughly Islamicized and interpreted in the . light of the " 
~tary point of view ofIslam.." :," .- \, , 

. ,From the'ihatnx'of Zoroastrianism, :whiHl' is 'th~~table'a,nd orthodox. " 
". ..' bacl'>g~ound, ~f. Ipnian ireligions" there. grew sevetill religious movements 

:,' rpat thad --worldwide ~~7[.CUSSI0J;lS ari~ !~g: ;sh~?k the'. foun~tions. of 
-. :''/'':'' '.'., '~'. :; :,.f· :'r, 

", , . ~:- ... t :~. ": :'.'"~ . . .' ~ .. ;~:' '". . . ~~." 

<~:..> ,; ,I-
" ~". 
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Zoroastrianism itself. With the fall of the Achaemenian Empire, 
Hellenistic influences spread throughout the domain of the Persian 
people. This cultural movement was combined with. a religious one 
known as MithraiSm (considered as a distinct religious movement and not 
general devotion to Mithra, which ante-dated Zoroastrianism itself) which 
itself contained important Hellenistic elements. The mystery cult of 
Mithra, which spread as for West as Germany and Scandinavia, was a 
synthesis of Zoroastrian, Hellenistic, Babyloruan and Anatolian elements, 
as well as pre-Zoroastrian Persian religious practices. If, for the world at 
large, this religious movement meant the spread of Iranian: religious 
elements, for Persia itself it implied perhaps more than anything-else the 
establishment of a religious sanction for the syncretic cultura11ife through 
which the Persians were now passing as a result .of the coriquests of 
Alexander and the establishment of Seleucid lule. 
During· the Parthian period, Zoroastrianism and the proper Persian 
cultural tradition began to reassert themselves until, with the advent of the 
Sassanids, the religion of ZoroaSter became once again the official state 
religion, remaining in this position until the fall of the SaSsanid empire. 
Nevertheless, its authority did not go unchallenged even on the religious 
plane. Inthe third century AD, a second world sweeping Iranian mystery 
religion, Manichaeism, came intp being. Its founder, Mani, f~t found 
favour with the Sassanid luler but was finally put to death through the 
opposltion of the Zoroastrian priesthood. His cult nevertheless spread 
from China to France and in Persia itself gained many adherents. At once 
a socially revolutionary and a religiously mystical movement; it marked a 
major protest against established religious institutions. Although some of 
its cosmogonic and cosmological teachings found a place in certain forms 
of Islamic philosophy, for Persians of the later period Manichaeism has 
appeared as a rebellion against religious authority. It has never enjoyed the 
same status as Zoroastrianism, fr()m which it came into being and against 
which it revolted. . 
The Sassanid period was also witness to other religious movements s~h 
as MazdakiSm, a 'religious comtnunism' known today. mostly through 
what its enemies, both Zoroastrian and Christian, wrote against it. This 
movement, which was soon crushed, was again a protest against the 
Zoroastrian social order and foretold the collapse of this order that 
occurred with the coming of Islam. Also at this time there developed 
within Zoroastrianism' the philosophico-religious school known as 
Z urvanis~, which indicates a biend of Iranian religious thQught with 
certain Greek philosophical ideas. Finally, it must be re~embered that 
through rivalry with the Byzantines the Sassanids encouraged Oriental 
Christian sects, especially the Nestorians. These sects were giyen a free 
hand to establish schools and missions.throtighout the Sassanid empire, 
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with the result that notable Christian communities came into existence in 
PerSia and became an important minority religiou:s community in the 
Islamic period. The Jews also had several centres in Persia from 
Achaemenian times; and continued to thrive under the both Zoroastr;ian 
and Muslim rule. The tolerance toward:Ininority religions shown by Cyrus 
the Great has with few exceptions the rule in the religious history' of 
Persia. 
17 In a letter to 'Abbas Aram, an eminent Iranian, written in 1932, 
(recently discovered and published in Iqbal Review, October; 1999) Iqbal 
wrote, "These days when I was busy setting the question paper for the 
postgraduate level Persian language and literature, my assistant· brought 
me an article published in the Persian Journal IrdnJhahr or KiJ-rd. Writer of 
the article was a Persian who held the view that Persia was converted to 
Islam by' fo~ce. My assistan~ thought that we could give it to our 
postgraduate students for English translation. I, however, rejected the idea 
and selected an other text. These Persian gentlemen are either totally 
ignorant of the history of their country or else they play in the' hands of 
European politicians and propagandists whose sole objective is that 
Muslim coUntries should lose the sense of unity with one another." 
18 Quoted from his letters. 
19I(Ullfydt iIqbal, (persian) Iqbal ACademy Pakistan, Lahore, 1994, pp. 33l. 
In' his Urdu verse he has many parallels to the same idea expressed 
variously, for.example: 

";/ 7- ";)If ;; L ,V ;; 7- (if. 
!";/ 7- ";)I! ;; L ,V ;; 7- ";M Ji 

(Kullrydt i Iqbal, (Urdu) Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 2006, pp. 199; 

~.1 I- L~ ,.}) i-'t;'.i (' ~f, )1,.- V 

i.5'.1 ~J ";/ I; f (j!- iJfi li, J,j ¥ " 
Kullfydt i Iqbal, (Urdu) pp. 313); 
20 Kullfydt i Iqbal, (Urdu) Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 2006, pp. 407. 
21 I(Ullfydt i Iqbal, (Urdu) Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 2006, pp. 439. 
22 Which he had else where termed'as "an ocean with out shore" 

.;.-1 ...£.1 V'i)I fir ,,;, .iJ f 
Kullfyat i Iqbal, (persian) Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1994, pp. 236. 

23 Kulliydt i Iqbal, (persian) Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1994, pp. 415. 
24 A study of Iqbal's Persian poetry (and Iqbal's Urdu poetry itself is 
highly Persianized) will show that it, too, has rich-perhaps richer- folds 
of meaning. Ehsan Yarshater's evaluation will come as no surprise to 
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; ,;C", stlideb.ts ofPersianlit~ratllre: 'Iqbal may,well be c9nsid~red. the ,most 
~,signlfic<}rit poetin the\ ~laS~icalPeisian'tradi1jon sinc~Hafez [d.~390]' 
(yarshater"inYarshater,j:>;3t). "'"' ,",;'" "" '" '.' 

, 25 Translated by Mus'tansir Mit, Iqbal QuarterlY, Volume 8, NUmbers 1~2, 
'Wmtet and Spring 20P8, pp. 3.' , " .", ," ',., ,'~" ," " " ' 
26,KuII!ydtiJqbal,(J!ersian) Iqbal Academy Pakistan; Lahore, 1994, pp. 295. 
, ~e follo~g, verses alS<;> ref~r to the same theme:, ' " 
, , " ,.t- . 0(" d' 0'~ ", Y jl (-

~ l;!lf ," J/ 0(;;or!I)y j 

~)" jJ ./, /" I~; )i'0'? 

j 

":"'-1 : l;!17: if, (I" J 'jl (-

l;!IJj( 0'1,1) .d' '0'1~ , 
.!' ..... 

;/ , "~ Ij, ' 0''» 

"I';';' I}, "'Ij-)' 

,;" 
.:;./1, :2f":..f. )~/ '0t"-f 

,I,' jL-- j ~ ~ ~ 0' ;);1 J IA} 
:f~~iull!Jd(i Iqbal, (I>ersian)Iqbal Acad~my Pakistan, Lahore, 1994, pp; 235; 

-,"' 355. '"'''' " , ' , 

.J. 

," . 
. :-:~. . 

".' '; 
: ' 

.... 

. "', 
"', 

.... , 

" ' 

: !~ ~ .' . 



". 

'" 

Y,,' 

< ',;:- :~:." 
;", .~', 

, '-~. 

-.. :.~ . 

r.·- .. 

'. / 

';".';' 

" .,'.~. ' 
,~ , 

•••• J 

.! .". 

,',\ 

,,~ 

, ',:;: 

;:. " : ~: 
"!.,'., ' , .",' 

~MtJI-IAMMAD IQB&'S HASSION'FOR1'HE:' 
'.: .' " " ... f::.'.·.AMiS~,:.i::·< 
• >, ,'. 

·:vo~·~usLhave~~enthe;beehive.Yo~ are' a~m ,of.th~ .. 
" . .1; taste.and coloul'<?f honey:, Y~liruso .. know that th~'honey;:: .. 

. getS this colour attersorruulY qaYS'i;of liard work ariel(-;' .. 
sacrific:es ,of the bees, But.have'youever realizea,tnat.: ~e .;. ",.' 
flowe.ts wruch. contribute to.its tasteL~nd.colour comgrise9f . 
many colom-, Ijqwever, those "colours are not reflected in: it ... " . '.' 
In faCf~the'f1ower:s s>~crifice their~ol6ffi-S forthes;e~t,J;1ess :'- '. 
. and-the .. delicacy of theh~mey. No flower claims ." i~ separate .. ~:",'/;. 
idEin:tity: They all .bec~:>1ne honey· and the .'h9ney is therr, ,!' ~ 
identity.·"!:··'· ". '. . '.';" ',:: 

, :..,. 
, .' ,.If', ,IJ' ' ." ,:.JJJ. )(- '. ~~ . 

"". "1:'" ,,' .. 

L " 

J'i1s" ;i" .~ y,' ':. :)r" ~ .. -
, . " " ~ 

. '( /-j!> __ d·:r :·/:f·'J ~!. 
'( J.J.i .;', )1. 1:(". . /:/. J ' ..... 

(;il '.,' , 
"~.' 

~I .J!I~I .~~' L··.::J. 

1 ~I' ~I~I (;iIl.IL ~ , 

. Our Miflet-e- Ibrahi1ni is atsoJike a beehive and the Ibrihimi 
religion ::is()ur honey.;- The honey.produc~dby Islam ,~a' . -,'( . 
unive~al. society::1JllS.· s~c.iety is. composed·'of: .. different . _" 

. .floWers having ·diff~rerit.colqurs .. But .they'all.;become on~, 
wh~~_they ~~corri.epaitofthis honey. The:i~st~,::vhich they' 
PI;<?duceis a1tnew:a114~t is combination ·ofallthe f~grantes '., 
the Mris1i1'ns beIongin~(t.0 v~ous tribes aIld racesare~ast~_ .. " . 
into bA(:!IsUunic identity. Iqhalhad p~sented"tWs'poinfwliil~' :. 

,.~: ',.l,·~f ',' T' ~:: ',;" ···.'·.c·~··:·' ,_, ... ~ .. ;.~:".,~,' .' \.'.. . ",~'~,i' .• 
. . ' .;';-,. 

,,' • .':. ,', 1:'" ',,-,' -, '.1.'~,:.: 
,. '.' "',' "';'. ',. ,::, , 

.: ".'.' . ,. " ", 

~ ,'" , ,. .,., ..r" ' , .~ ,,; - ."" ":' ";; •. :~. . . , .. ~ 

--~..:...' ~'~;.,:.' ',' ----...;. .•• :.-" ~.;;;,;,....""""-~~.'. '.:.-'" -' -' '~"':>':::'::"""'';:'::''''''''...;.' '..::;,:.; • .:..:.;,' '. ' -,---'-'-",,",,-~':""';..-...;..' •• ,...;. •.•.. "'----'. ';'-""~"'".;:,." -'---" .',.:, r ,- : .:',. : ~. 



26 0' Arab World ... 

-explaining sura akhlass in his early collection, ramooz-e- bekhudi 
(published 10 April 1916). Iqbal conceived it after spending a 
best part of his life in studying the Islamic system of law. and 
politics along with its culture and history. After that, Iqbal 
himself acquired the insight of watching Islam in a universal 
position. 

"I have given the best part of my life to a careful study 
of Islam, its law and polity, its culture, its history and its 
literature. This constant contact with the spirit of Islam, as it 
unfolds itself in time, has I think, given me a kind of insight 
into its significance as a universal fact,,2 

In the light of this insight, Iqbal concluded: 

Islam is a social system standing on the pillars of equality and 
valor. He also said that whatever he wrote was for the benefit of 
humanity and nothing else. To me, Islam is the only feasible 
way, from the practical approach; to achieve the humanitarian 
ideal. The rest are mere philosophies' which look attractive, but 
they are impractical. 

He further mentioned: The other religions, unlike Islam, 
made themselves limited by getting fortified in the circles of 
nation, race and family. Islam is a practical method for 
eliminating the discriminations of race, and nation. It raises 
the humanity above all geographical limitations. It is, 
therefore, more successful than the other religions.3 

' 

According to him: 

Islam, in the popular interpretation, is not a religion. It is an 
approa~h of freedom which invites for competition -with the 
universe. In fact, Islam represents a protest against all concepts 
of the· priniitive world. In short, Islam is the real expression of 

~ . 
man. 

Religion has a deep relationship with civilization, especially 
the one in wlllch it emerges:Afte;r accepting Islam as the ideal 
religion, Iqbal explored the ques~ion as to which should have 
been a standard civilization for the Muslims. He selected the 
Arab civilization. He declared that the civilization in which 

'I . 
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Islam took birth was vital for its existence and progress. In 
Iqbal's opinion, these were Arabs whose religious 
consciousness gave birth to Islam, which united the various 
races 01 'Asia with remarkable success.s He, theref~re, 
present~d the Arab culture, the Arabhic language and ,!the 
Arab civilization as ideals. He believed the Arabs were 
superior because: of their cultural qualities, and also had' an 
edge over some of the Western nations because of their TIlrce. 
6 

~ r~,..;S 0j ~ y ~ u.....:.;~ ~.:l 
7.:l.J\.:l~rL......;..J~~ 

He believes that in order to understand Islam, it is 
imperative to have the knowledge of the Arabic language and 
the Arab culture. He has expressed these thoughts on a 
mimber of occasions. While explaining his masnavi, Iqbal 
wrote 'in a letter: 

. The Indian MUslims have been under the Iranian influence Jor 
many centuries. They are unaware of the Arabian Islam and its 
purpose. Their literary as well as the social id;eals are alsoIranian. 
I -want to introdUce the real Islam in this masnavi as propagated 
by the Holy Prophet (PB{)H). 8 

'For this purpose he declares the Arabic language as equally 
important. He said: . 

"It is uirfortunate for the Indian Muslims that they have 
. " 9 

lost the knowledge of Arabic language." He ends his debate 
on an advice from Sheikh Ahmad Rifai (512AH---578 
AHi1183 AD) in order to become Muslim one must adopt 
the Arabic morality and character. While expressing the 
greatness of the Arab culture and Arabic language, he is 
mindful of the fact that. he himself is a non-Arab. He admits 
this fact and says: 
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, and passIon, Jjom'the song()fthecaiheI~rideFS~" " 

" 'He ~6n~id~rr hims~lf'~':hb~~Arab: whohasunlo1ded th~' 
, , ',: mystery' of life ~ solved*eprb~lerri:s ofpastdnd Jutlrre. 

,; Hpwyver, in order,to, open,themJstery of, soUl, 'he :Yearns to 
'~':'" '" ,ha~e the i\rabi2'tangue alid tone."';::. ,,' "",' "'" 
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;~iHe';~Ys 'that, the ~esert-dWener" knoWs the::'sec~ets 'of 
",nature. Thel;efore: he, isilie' realc,Ust6diansofnatUre. 'He is 

",siffiple;whlch ~naklhim'a"stand~d' fqr goodapdbad., He, is ' 
!'J,:brig4ier ,thanthestarian:CI,shatper thantlJ.eswOrd.l~ is die: 
';'(:~er, 'bf~,de~tiny~ ,. IqbaLis' impresse&iby' the Arabs "'not ' 
, ,bec'aus~oftheir racial qllitlities butbecatise.:6fth.eit.fabuloUs , 
,rol~ ,inhistoiy. 'This;natio~Ldestroyed the mighty dictatorships " 

, , ' :io(Ro-rnea.tld:irari (Qaisaf 0 Kissr:a.) Islanl-was born' there and ' , 
"clIey graspedits 1:l:J.essage. They Were me 've'iyfrrstc~todians 
of the::~'n,and",Quran honored themwitli:the Aaya 
. ~\..?I" 4 1"1' .. Fo1.912'Jth~y ,ate .~e . transfero~ of knowledge~ ... 
They solveq the problems of the East and the West ~th th(:!ir 

'chi-0iliy:This nation will remain, g~Oii0"US si11:the. ehd oCthe, :.; ,,' wdildP ..' .,. , ,'. .'. ···c 

, :., Wheh~ver, 'iqbar~c~~e~~~ Arab wodd,' a: unique 
: .··enthusiasm is reflected from hirn.This· ,enthusiasm has been ' 

, '. ·:\e~identori.' ~Y'places in"his :l~tmasri~~i 'Pdjche~ayadkarci, 
'., de(jqw'am~e- shdtq;. (Pu1JliS1;Ie,d, 1?3,~)~ ,He tells his te(iders ab6ut . 
the~toryqfAi3.bia: '« :~," , <.. ,,', "': j<', , 
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. .'/',1 'tell yqu the history of Ar~Ria so that you maY know~v~IY ','. 
':aSpect oEit: TIiey:~estro~d'dIe':,fa#,,~6ds,;,':They live4 in '. 
'Arabia btit::rea~hedout t~:allcomersof the:world.They , 
'. br()ke' a~ay ~th the ()ld:tra:ditions.:Th~:worldcou1q'n()tresist' ~ 
tli~ir:migh{ J\lltliisw~. due thekaima~(la illaf.JA1'J1,;J 1)1 ~ 
THey crea~ed a'new world apd~spread:the light ofkn()wle,clge.' 

, When tlie'Afabs~ got rid of the fake, gods,rheyperrormed 
woIidirS~.,;:" , . '_ ." .'. ::", ". , .. , 'l' .,." ..... 

Their rise was ·due i~ the great personality o;f:,.the,BQly 
P:rophet·(PBUH). 'I;Ie tPB:~ pl;"()p~g~ted,the concept of 

, freedom .Whi<;:hwasJateradopu~dbythe~modemworld.15 . 
. .. . '.' .:. "" ~ '; .. , _.....;- ," .. }~' .. ~ :.,-.: . ., •. \.~ '.. "., ',.:' <- " 

, . Accon:l~g~oIqba4·the·:sweeth~.u-t caned .kiJ.owi~dg~\vas, ; .... 
'bornjn'.Ara:bk: 'Ho~v~r, 'the 'Arabs ignored>'iC3iid',thet',' 
EUropeans adopred it,. MdressIDg the 'Aral?~, Iqbal 'says: 

,;'t The.lUodem .. ~~rid)r a .pr~d~ctof,YOllr:past.h'owes itS 
· progress, 'to y6u. The rriJiSterief'Qf 'the present'wQrld",ere 
" tinfQ!ded by you. The " sweetheart, of kno'o/ledge:was' Y9ur, child.., 

· :;,b'(lt has.beenadopied·by the Europe~. Itllas lost itssahctity' -,C 

. and honour ever since. Although;: it looks beautifu1:ther~pu(:it. 
has lost itS'religioUs character;. You shouldiry te "get, back its "';X 
. sanctitj'and tell 'the 'world of its ,true'charac~er whichyoh' hM . 
giv~~t6it.i6 ,. '-' .' , .. ,'," ',\" 

::. 

. The id~~ of the origiri ofkhowkdg~£r0m Ar;il;>iahas been . :; '.' . 
:presente'd .' by' I'lbai agam and . again.: . Ihmasnawice.- muJ:a}ir. 

, .' (1934) he ,preseJJted this tho.ught while
c 
addressingiahir~halt'/ 

. • '(15 october 1914;" 23 July 2007) "When the Arabs$pr~ad'tlteir' ;i 

" '.' influellce 'C;)I1, E:Ufope, they piovideda'n,~:w'basis to 
. ,}m.dwled,ge.1hecroprof modem knowledge whIch ''WaS -sowed '. 
· by these desert dweUeiS washarvested,By,theEurqpean$~The,' 
.s~eethe,art ()£- knowledgeiSyours.~() ,get it back from the, 

" . ',' Europe, .' ... ~ .' .. . . ,. :"~ : 
':, , . 

-'g, :,',L,Utv.J",;!- ':;/tJ{i:-!' .' ' 
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Iqbal also presented this idea in his famous English 
lectures captioned 'The Reconstruction of Religious Thought In 
Islam': :He has authenticated this opinion with the help . of 

: Robert Briffault's book The Making of Humani!J'. Robert 
Briffault has accepted the fact that modem knowledge was 

brought to Europe by the Arabs. Iqboil also declared that the 
experimental method of knowledge was also introduced by 
Islam. Roger Bacon and others have also made references to 
the Arab contributions in this regard in their research works.is 

Due to these qualities, Iqbal idealizes the historical 
position of the Arabs. His poetry is full of gratitude and 
praise for the Arab civilization and the Arabic language. 

Iqbal's first poetic collection, Israr-e- Khudi was in the 
Persian language. Later on, he' also included Ramooz-e- Bekhudi 

, in it ·and the collection was renamed as Asraar-o-Ramooz. Israr­
e- Khudi was first published on 12 September 1915. Ramooz-e-' 
Bckhudi was published on 10 April 1918. Both these 
collections were published as one book for the first time in 
1923. Iqbal's first Urdu collection is bang-e-.dara which came 
out on 3 September 1924. If we look at the books from this 
sequence of time, we should first see the picture of Arabia in 
Asraar-o-Ramooz: Israr-c- Khudi is a philosophical masnavi in 
which he has stressed purity of thought for the Muslims. :He 
believes that for the purity of thought it is imperative to tum 
towards Arabia. ' 
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In this verse he is,in fa~t, stressing upon the need to study 
the Arab language, literature and civilization. :He wants to 
change night of Kurdistaninto the dawn of Hijaz. A.t this 
point he himself has added a note that "the second'line refers 
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to a saying of sheikh Hissam ul Haq Ziauddin 20" ~/'h)/ ~I 

It means that -when I slept I was a kurd, but wheri I woke 
up, I had become an Arab. So, if you adopt the Arab culture 
you would acquire the Arab qualities despite being a non 
Arab. While elaborating the significance of the Arab culture 
and civilization, he says: You have reveled in luxury outside 
Arabia for a long time: Now come and face the hardship of 
desert. Get familiar with the hot sand and have a plunge in 
the brook of Arabia (zam zam). 
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The reader can fully enjoy these verses if he has the taste of 
the diction. Poetic delicacy, use of symbolism and display of a 
rich expression -which is found everywhere in these lines. Let 
us-look at Bang-e- Dara (Iqbal's first colledion if Urdu Poetry) With 
reference to Arabic language and civilization: 

Iqbal's love and- gratitude for the Arabs,the Arabic 
language an<;l the Arab civilization starts from thesetond part -
of Bang-e- Dara. It includes his poetry from 1905 to 1908. 
The first poem in this regard is- the one in -which he addresses -
the students of the Aligarh college. He tells them th~t the 
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'~'" d~yelb~ment9f Arab~a','depe~ds:up~m:: alle~apc~>t0': the 
" " Hdfram, ;asits 'statuS an4 systeni is different frpmthetesi of .~, 

,the: world. In' ~.' poetic ,message' 'tq ~friend' Al?dul .. Qadir, 
r,· .JqbaI,io.p~illy.,expre~ses', his" desire 'tq[all ill'loyewith su'adi 

"':'and ·· •. sUJ.l~rna:{these' ···are'~,two. :sweethearts" in' the ."Nabic' , 
. litenitury), We must, !ell tlie world, apout their beauty i.e., . 
, ..beautY and richness' o( ,the Arab civilization, At'the~all1e 

tirne"helaJ?J~nts·tha~the Arab}Vorld.;Wl§cli was suppos~~ to 
,·Je~duS:is 'no',morernthisposition allc:l;it is2ur,re~pons.ibility 

"',,' i'·to'puta Ilewhopem it: When he passesbytheisland:bfSicily 
,,::':> while tra'velirig. tliroughEurope~ he becomes ,extremely '. 

m~la±:tcho~c. Itremind,s him of thc:,gJ;'eat;peribd of the Arab 
,:l1ile in'Spairi~lts>splendor ,and gi-art&ur ... This mood 'has 
, heen ~pressed in his poem~'saqeela"; Iqbal becomes very-sa.d 
, an<;!longs for the revival of that perio&' 

, .'1. "..' ' " 

.• ; '~: refleCts;hl~·great 'assoCiation"aiid love forfue. Arab 
'cIviliZation. So;interuewas theenibtioiIal attachment that he 

/ :', ',,:. was tnadetownte a gloomy' p()~m ,'i~aqall&a ,; on'ilieArab 
emplie: .. 'Ih "another" poem entitled .'March'" 1 ~wt 'Iqbal 

1 .foreseesthat~e proniise ofnanireforthe succeSs a~d'rise cif' 
the desert .. dwellers 'of Arabia'will' defiliitely be fulfilled one 
day. . :,Th~ Arab lion \\'i1lregain its past glory- and power. 

',~ , 

" ';,However,while iID,akIDgthis',prqphesy he;! becomes sa,~asthis' 
·.,lion of''Arabiais stiU sleeping. H6~v'er, he is, at the same 

.•. ·.time,hopefuJ bf anew d.awn; Iqbal re~ed,fr()m hisiourof 
.-:;Elirope in" !908~,This ivisitbroJ.%ht· about"'a"revblution in 

·Iqhal'~.thinkillg;"In~somecases.hispoirt,of view undeiwen;t a 
'.' completec,transforrruiticin. However,' his mentalass()ciation 

.. with 'tne: . Arab world, ap.dthe. Ara~ . cIvilization, . remallied 
,jntact., The third partofBang-e~Daracdnsists of:the'paerns 
writteil-af1:er~.re~fromEm:ope. Its first pqenii:s';evident 

.... '0£ ,Ws' fact.',)-Ie saYs:1#at~thee~:tepce of the 1\1us4.mS is 
" ' .•... ,:lillkedid,W.e·· YaSrab "(we dkl:'nati1e .. df ,Medina) .. ·JiIst. 'as the 
" . existence ~ord.ew is c0.tlditidnal With the iri6miiIg;',.,: 

" '~:, 
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Now' his mind has become more analytical. He remembers 
the glory of the Muslim U mmah even while passing thr<?ugh 
the "royal graveyard". But he has the feeling that in the' 
previous period the glory reflected the fury of the Muslim 
nation. Now it would reflect its, aesthetic aspect. In this, 
period he also felt that regionalism, whether in India or 
Arabia, is tantamount to destroying the foundations of the . 
Muslim Ummah. He weeps and presents. this painful feeling' 
before the Holy Prophet. He also present~ this· pain in his • 
famous poem 'shikwa'. In the climax of his complaint he has . 
given a beautiful expression of his being a non Arab but full ' 
of passion for Arabia; Iqbal says: Although I have expressed: 
my message in a non Arab language, but its spirit is purely. 
Islamic. Although my songs are in Urdu,. but their melody 
and tune is Arabic. 

-U/ -r uJ'f j ~ Vj -r ( if 
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He wants to tell his young readers that the desert dwellers • 
had changed the map of the world and gave birth to a new-­
era. They belonged to Arabia but gave a constitution for : 
ruling over the whole world. They were the propagator.s of a . 
practical approach towards life. He wrote a poem 'S hama-o­
Shaer'in 1912. In this poem he feels the rebirth of a new life 
in the Arab world. However at this stage he also stresses ' , 
upon the need to look into the old concepts in the light of " .,. 
new principles. Thus he is hopeful that thew-orld will be ' 
illuminated with the light of truth one day. 

Whenever Iqbal prays, he prays for the land of Arabia. 
Therefore, in his poem 'Dua' he. adVises those to go to the 
, HafTam' who had been led astray. He expresses· his "dislike 
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<i·;fo;~#Ie·narro~es;.ofthe fuo~em'ccltute:'::fu.~r.s,,thecity: 
dwellers to be'come fanilliarWiththevaStnessof desert." He 

., ~e~1.ares~ Fatima~Biri.t~~~Abd:wiah~ asa' filly of the desert (This 
\Aiab girl had embraced maftYTdom while servingvv~terto the 
woimded sol~ers of the"Tl";lpltlS and the" ;Balkarrwa~::He . 
express~~ tli~hQpe, th,ac~e also; have: many truenteH people 

,hidden in ou(desert.Xhough we h,lVegivenmuch to the 
'-'world, ,hrtt,itherestill remllns;the p()tenti~Ltb give more. 

'. """ ,:R£rillridirig·theMtislims' of their ,glorious past, while: 
)'re,inembepngShibli ijline), 1857-:November18, 1914) and 

,Hali,IqbaIsays: ,", '", .. ', '. ". ' ';. 

'.> 
,,}~ (.# L -L. ;j.J;JJ/ ,~L! 

t.,. 24::../, S r:I' Lf;..J.lU- ~L. ~..l? 
>Th~~odemknowledge ,is a:'r~sult of your pasttesearch. 

", 

" <,' '" ",.,'Your forefathers had introduced the worldto civilization.',' 

- ~., 

, ",This is his firm belief that the modem civifuationowes its ' 
,':~. ·"~f6tmd~tiotis;'.to·.:·the res~ai~h 'of the Anib".M~limS .. He 'has 

":topcheduJ?on. this topic inJlis Persian poetry as well ,as ;the 
".' '. E'rtglish lecture~ 'The,ReconStruction 6t ReligioUs Thought in 

Islru.n-, He ' derives, ~ the, components' qf 'hi$. poetry from the 
,~bic or the,MusIiID.,civil¥t~on:Thistrend is'. so dominant . 

. " In his, poeuy,.that wheJ\he, expre,sses the feelings of,~, heart 
.. , "';'9ll remembenpghisln0ther, he t~,kes support'oft~eAr.ibic:...' 

. , .•. ,'. Islahllc tra4ition.--,My heart is, fillE!gwitlitliememoryrof my 
" mother just like 'Kaba: filled with prayers}5 . , 

. ',I . ·.··;Theuse~ftiusexpress.i()~is sopnre and~6ble.Thistrerid . 
. ,',is'very.Gommonip;his,pbeiTIs. The poeri;Is'\,yhichhavebeen, 
·;~ttenbn the Arab history·. or ,the Isl~mit history ,are, , 

pompletely shraud~d· in.~coloUr;<Narra!i<?p.· of an ,event 
'. from th~ Battle ofYarmouk (15th-20th,1\ugUst, 6:56J is orie" 
. such eXample.' He express~s· this thought again andagahtthat 

'. the Hashemite ,naq01i ,is :Very unique in its coiJ;;lpositiQn. 'And. 
th,at no bthernation cm .Qec6inpar~d- wi,th i,it,Wheri the' 

, '. :.shareef-e.:Makkah 'defeatedth~'T1irksand celebiitedthei _' 
.••. '::~:E,ngIish'yidory; ;Iqbal :s¥~ ; th~t the 'Has~i hav~:' s6Id'{lie' . ' 

. .- -' '.. ~.., . _. 
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i" .. '~ . : ..... '. OJ 

.' :'~: :.~~. ~ -

. :-.' 

. .' 



.-,. ' 

.:. - .-. 

. ,., _ .. 

, ....... , 

'MUhl1111mad:~bC1t,~;passio~trth~ Arql{s '," " .' . ," ,;,:,: ·~~,j5;,.:': 
honour of Prophet'~.,religion. Exist~p.~e"bf people 'isIinked, .' : 
with the exiStence of the nation. He "eXpressedthe complaint; 
of H,qrram ,tb.',t4~pe9pleof Harfdmirithe f()lloWingwon#. 

"'. '.> - . < • ' • '.. ~ ~ : •• :' :~': , 
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'The verses wruchhe' wrote under the title of"Islannt ,.,.,., 
,World' in JUs long po~m 'Khirr-e-Rah? " start ,with. the, ,same 
debate on the'events '~f the TurJ{s and the Arab~> Iqbal;,"::" 

, adVise.sthetsl~mi¢W:i?rHthat defeatis'be~er th<UlQ~ggillg::' 
before otherS; ,He advQc'ates unity. tiJ.e gist of his thoughts ,is,'" 

, that foraMiislirn ISlamjs~rn:ore,impbrtant :rhari altother 
··activi#~s.Th~' Muslim gets'ill tIle. WurlcflYreWar~S due ;tq··}Iis 
frrmassociation with.religion., ','.:,< .. ' '.. '.' '\ .... ;', ... ?, 

• 'j' ~ - .' • 

,,~, . 

, '.J't (j!':~b·· .It.£";f,i ,.' /; j4:~::~!d-'A 
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.. Although, the :,>ituation~:notveryenc6uraging; J:mtlqbiil 
is hopefUl: He 'seeS a raY',I:,>fhope}rom the·tI-ag~.dythat fell ' 

:::tlp6ti' the ;{)ttoman~. ,The ':Muslim has~,~ relatio~1;llp,~With~: 
Hazrat Ibiahim.:Thus he;has ,be~n:giventhegreat honour of 
'b~iIig t~e ,develop~rq£t th~ World: If· ~e :ovefcOllle'sthe . 

'.' divisi(:)lls'of ra!=eartd' country, he Will get an !ei~mhl position; " 
He'gives' the'example of the HqlyProphet,APB!JH) to 
substantiate hispdint o£yi~w~ .' \,"" ~ "<, '., 

., 
, ~, .. , 

.. : '. T4~re are some Gbazals at'the~n:dof Bangr.e-1)(!r:~:These_ 
Ghazqlsarea beaptiful exPi-e~sio~of Iqbal's deep~sD2iation:: ',~ 
with the Arabic/the Arabia 'and the 'Arab Gviliiation.These :{ 

'"ve~es'are a gistofhisthOughts~",'" '},';., './ ,: ...• ' ' '., " , '. 
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This situation is not limited to Bang-e-Dara or Asrar-e-Khudi 
only. His other poetic collections in Urdu and Persian are also 
shrouded in the same colour. His great poem 'Masjad-e­
Qartaba' (The Cordoba Mosque) is included in Baal-e-Jibreel. 

'In this poem he is all praise for the Arab warriors. In another 
poem 'Tariq ki Dua' of the same collection, Iqbal expresses 
identical thoughts about the Arabs. In Zarb-e-Kaleein, he seems 
grieved over the issues of Syria and Palestine. According to 
him the Arabs considered the Turks as unfaithful and got rid 
of them. But now they are in the evil grip of theWestem 
civilization. He is astonished as to why this matter is not 
being solved with reason. In the same book, he wrote a poem 
"Shaam-o-Falasteen" and spoke in favour of the Palestinian 
people.30 Thus, when Iqbal analyses the conditions of the 
Arab World in the light of con~emporaryproblems, his tender 
heart addresses the Arabs again and ag.ain. His address to the 
Arabs is found mostly in his Persian poetry. The subjects of 
his Persian poetry are more deep and elaborate. 

In his collection of Persian poetry Piam e Mashriq while 
directly addressing the Arabs, Iqbal said: 

o Arab nation! Once you were the beloved and the sweetheart, 
but now you are in misery. Other. nations bec~ developed 
but 'you did not consider the worth of your deserts and the 
mountains .. The Arabs were one nation but now they are 
divided. They ruined themselves with their own hands. The one 
who abandons his own people and joins . the ~trangers, his 
destiny is death. What you did. to yourself fiI;tds no other 
example in history. You left your oWn people and: hurt the soul 
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of your Prophet (PBUB). You are unaware of the evil magic of 
the Europeans. You must be watchful of their wicked designs. 
If you wailt to prevent their nefarious plans, send their camels. 
back from your waters. These Europeans have made all the 
nations helpless. They'have divided the Arab unity into one 
hundred pieces~ The Arabs are in trouble ever since they got 
trapped by them. . 

I 

o Arab World! Look at your age and try to understand. 
Put into your body the Soul of Hazrat Vmar. You will get this 
soul and power when you will get united on the true faith~ 
Religion is the name of determination, faith and sincerity. 
Develop self confidence. Create sharpness in your 
temperament like the wind of the desert and become ready 
for action. 31 

It can be said that there are three levels of Iqbal's thoughts 
with regard to the Arab World. The first level is 
acknowledgement, second is commentary and analysis and 
the. third level is that of message for the Arab World. He 

,idealizes the Arab history and the Arab civilization. He 
. advises his reader to develop a connection with .Arabia. Its 
detail has already been given. When he look". at the 
contemporary Arab World, he makes intellectilch aDd 
academic criticism. In the third level, he gives the message of 
a new life to the Arab World. 

During Iqbal's times, the Arab World was in the process 
of erosion. A number of Arab countries were under 
European domination. The countries of the Ottoman Empire 
were also looking for their separate identity. Iqbal criticised 
this tendency bitterly. According to Iqbal, Arab consolidation 
was in unity. He declared nationalism as a danger for Islam. 
do not create a society based, on family or race etc. Islam 
believes in centrality. In this society the hearts' of the people 
are not connected to a ,particular country or short term 
political interests. Instead, they are linked directly to the 
beloved Prophet (PBUH);32 . 
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m~ntionedthiSco~cept <iii .·acurse}3The countnes '-wruch 
", ac~~ptedtheE ~pe~;:politics'for individual identity burte 

,:' .,>' <lliIder the E¥Qf>ean·doininan~e not only politically but. also 
, ",: in the life\style.Jqbal as '?-' creativeanist;. believed mat nations 

· grow.,with creatIViry: . . '.,. • ..• ~. ..... ". 

" , ',Pol' cteatiVity, 0Ile 'm,llit ~bst~ :Jr6~ ,'foll6wirig blindly . 
;~'.,\ .othe~. The 'consolid,atioribf .lit;e'is in cr:eatiVityand. not in 

'fol1o:Mng others 6r tlJ.<:!.spcial t~nd.i~ Ifap~rson,do~snot: . 
".' 'follow Dthers and in the·1process commitS m:istalres, hels .stilL 

, . '>in~¥ehefit:t;n;his poeticstyIe, Iqbal~yen~ccepts those sinS' . 
> which touch the heighfof creativeness., When h¢. Iboksat the 
Arab World, he becomes worried' that. ,the Muslims ' have 

'. abandoned their cryativd~es~'ang' are'~foll()~ 'others~ .. 
. ·.~.:,'::Exp!essing hiS··VieWs\vith.respect to' the Arab nationalism, lIe '. 

(." ';said;'ihat the. Turks . deselVecl to be. supported againSt the' 
.' ··British,in.th~hour of triaL But When the' Turks followe&th~ 
. ·.:W~st,he criticiZedtheni:Wh~n ,thewedding'cerernony~f an: 

· ·)Egypti;inrWer King Far:ODcr.WaSarraD.ged ,inWestel11: style, 

...... 

IqhaIcriticized it~ He· declared it3.-S> an indiditiori of Muslilll 
.... :, 'd'o~~J:all' . an'" d·'s",,;a··. ',". . , ".,.:., . "\ Will Q...L 0'-0 ::'h _ 
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.. Only the 'creative' power ~ ~e, soUl' oflife'sconStitution,(:uIture. 
:aild societfQfa nat!on- Creative 'power is~needed.34.·' . 

. ', 'in Iqbal's" vievy tre<l;~ing~,ih'the.jtep;:.of' the.iEuropean~· 
,co~d. give nothing to"theArabs; The EUropean cwture .do 
. ;,.nothave the capacity to' giye'life toJrarl,or,.Aiiibia, it is: close . 

, .' tQ-ici ()k death35 ,so if the~bs leave this'trertdandadopt(' . 
. " the~o~giriaisimplelivIDg with cieativity~ they-cm bec()me , 

./ lead~rsof theworld..lrt ordertocUre·thiSpaln he looksatthe 
.Islamic world. 'The dose~t was 'Ms 'w~n 'country, undiVided 

. ,'. India, which waS in chains>6f slavery:'When Turkey opted for, '. 
""adYallceillerit,iitdestroyed the' Kbiktfq! .and started. follbwing,:; '.' 

.theEUf<?pecw;.£ootsteps.'!rariwas still" in search oFidentity. IIi" 
.'ihe~e circu:rnStances;hecried: '.: ~;" .' ....•... /.. . . 
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. Giving details of this Sltuati<?p-, Iqbal describes in it 

. melancholicw<lY:" .. ' 
'The East andth~ West are free, but the MUslims are slaves of' 
aliefls·.their'P0wers~d capabilities ~ being utiliZed by others: 
LiVing yOudue accQrding'to others'wishes is liot a di-eam, itiS 

, death~penTIanent·~e~th. Aq,d.:this death has not been imposed 
uponUs by anyexteIRal forCe; Its seeds . are Aeveloping in.oU;, 
own soul.' i' .' : 
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" This'conditi()n ·ofthe. Islamic World., 'ac~()rding .to him, is .•. 
, just· like the daughter'of the 'chief' of tribe .132mi.'r aetribe . who, 
. Was aITest~d 'in a ba.ttle and brought before the Holy Pr6ph~t;. , 

(PBL:JH} Jff!r:head was lo~ 'in' 'Sl1arne~' 'The,~Holy P.r:ophet. 
(PBU¥}p~this sha:A 0.11 he~bare.~~ad.·)q~~ ispl~~Bing~o", 
the Prop~et(~BUH),We ~ lIiaw<;:>tSepOSlt10n,thaIl thegrrl 
of Bani Tae- We have become bare-head before the WOrld.,' . 
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Iqbal says that the Arabs have lost their selfhood. Thus 
their soul has no energy. Their blood has cooled down.39 The 
racia~ qualities of the Arabs were initially a benefit for Islam. 
Now they have tunied harmful.40 The Satanic forces have 
surrounded them Iqbal could also hear the order of Satin 
which he was giving to his political children. . 

.:;,lJ! J) L '-J / ~/ j 

41)) Jill .::::.... .~ )..)'f / (W' 

Iqbal suggest two levels for the solution of this problem. 
At the first level, Iqbal elaborates Islamic concept of 
nationalism Iqbal addtessesthe Arab leaders and asks: which 
nation was the first to be taught the lesson that allegiance to 
Muhammad meant abandoning all old relationships? It is 
clear that this point was first of. all made clear to the Arabs. 
Migration of the Prophet proved the point that the Arabia 
got honour and respect only due to the Prophet hood of 
Muhammad (PBlJI:l). Therefore, existence and progress of 
Arabia was in the Prophet' hood of Muhammad. And the 
message of the prophet is not nationalism 42 

In the second level, Iqbal has addressed the youth of 
Arabia. He, very rightly, believes that nations grow due to 
their youth. Therefore, through the Palestinian Arab, he has 
addressed all the Arab youth: 

. You must concentrate on the development of your 
selfhood. Selfhood of nations can· give them. freedom from 
mental and physical slavery.43 . 

Then he addresses the Arab soul. In Javed Nama 
(Published 1932) .there appears' a Sudani darwaish and says to· 
the Arab soul: 

-.t.:..:., 
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o Arab soul! Wake up. Create new times like your forefathers. 
Rekindle the passion in your heart which has departed. Bring 
back the time whidi has passed. 

In a romantic Ghazal, Iqbal has addressed the Arab and 
the non Arab World with great passion- where is the Arab 
who Will bring back the golden period? He has lost his 
selfhood and has become colorless- deprived of beauty. 

Iqbal reminds the Arab world of their old lesson that the 
Muslim empire has no boundaries- his-world has no limits. 
However, the concept of nationalism has led the Arabs astray. 
Same is the case with the non Arab World. 
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. , ........ _ ,,~caI1sindistress for help the·,HolyProphet'(PBUHY and ' 
.. (-iubniits~his writ before hUn The Arabiari OCean hits lost its 

"vitalily.Jnthls ;sin#tionhe'~ to~the people of Egypt 
.', ',~tlr hope,: Th~; atadeInics krio~ that Iqbal had visited Egypt 

~o1:"etha1lonce,Hetouched thePyrarrii~,and t1J.e~p~ ,_. 

. . '-' .·(Abul I:JaUl) ~th his~e~tivity.Ill Za~b~~-Kaleem, i~bal has 
., :'giv¢l1 the ~ssage;9f makirig the craf;tJre~ from the slavery of 

.' ini'ltUr~.,Hegot thisit:Ispi:nitiqn:ftqmthePyramids (Ahraam+ 
" Misr) of Egypt. ,. .' ;.. . .. 
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'. , At ilied.awIl.when lightspre~dSfudese~';fulqcicie§,a'birdi: 
.sitting ina:'treecall$: Q, the SOllS of d~sertfLeaveyour,J;ehts:' . 
n9.w.There is no life~th6ut love for travel (struggl~),.':·<\; 

In the beg~mg, ~()~maCle. t,hemchie{of the ,caravan: . 
They had tested themselv~s with humility. E v~n now if the ~ . ' 
humility of people becomes their pride, they call conquer the 
world. Iqgal;has giV:t!n:ihis'riiessag<{hiprose also; fIesayS~at ' 
the Arabs should not deBe~d'on others" They' s'hotild have', 

,. corifidence in :t.heir own' i?owe~. In a message wi~ reference 
"', to thePale'stine:issue he wrote: /,' . 
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"Whatever they decide they should decide on their own 
'initiative after ,a full understanding of the problem before 
them." so 

But Iqbal complains that his poetic efforts, which have 
influenc;ed the hundred year old slavery of India, have not 
touched the Arab ears. In P!Jam-e-Mashriq, he said with a 
heavy heart: 

Myvoice has lighted the,fire of Islam in India. Alas! The Arab 
(who was myactualaddressee) is still unaware of my thoughts. 

If looks pertinent if these subrnissio~s are ended with 
Iqbal's address to the Arab intelligentsia. The intelligentsia is 
the brain of a nation. Their insight is much deeper. Iqbal, 
therefore, in the end, addresses the intellectuals of the Arab 
world: . 
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Give this message to the intellectuals and the literary 
figures of Arabia that I have given least _ importance to the 
sweetheart of earth. However, with the light which I acquired 
from the Qur' an, I turned the darkness of slavery of one 
hundred and thirty years of the Indian Muslims into a bright 
morning. I have created vitality. of passionate love in the 
Muslims. One day the Indian people will be able to confront 
the most powerful forces. 0 Arab intellectual! Leave making 
pictures of the traditional sweethearts. Do- not become friend 
of anyone except your own conscious. The passion inside you 
must be transmitted to the Muslims. Our body and heart still 
hold vigor. This old branch 01 Islam is still alive. Use the 
power of your craft to awaken the Muslim. The Muslim 
possesses the divine qualities. His heart is one of the secrets 
of God. His beauty cannot be seen without the beauty of 
God. 

Islam means getting perturbed on others' problems. Islam 
means losing your identity for the identity of your nation. The 
one, who discovers his soul, sees the world with his own eyes. 
Produce such qualities which turn the autumn into winter. 
Take care of the gift you have been endowed by God. 
Qualities of personality are found no. where, .but in you. 
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",AFEWWORDS.'J!OTHK.AR.ABPEOPLE', ,,'> 
, . " .~ - ," " ':~, ~ :, . :.:, ." ' , ' : '. , -- . ' , 

"", 

" 1hY.your.:ian,d ptOsp~r till et~mity! ',' , , , 
,who ~~d the cry: no Qaesarsand Chosn)es?' 
" .In t~ worfd of neat.criidfar,fkst: and slow , , 

,who/Was, the:firSt to\rea~.the 'Qur;an? ,-
, who was ta~ht the'sec~et of'lailah?c" 

',where \vas ,this,lamp {of kno~ledge)lighted? 
,": ;From' whom didtheworl~gain:knbwl~dge'? 

" ;: 

, for Whom, is the,(Qut'anic}v¢rse revealed: ' ,' .. 
, "Ydubecarne" ~ ,., ',' " , " ," , 

, j 

It wdue-to :th~,borinty 6f die on~;call~dl.J~·, ,:" '(' 
,thattulips grew6ut6fthe sandyqesert of Arapia.', .< " "",,', 
Freedom(asaco~cept) dev~lopedUnderhis'care,," , ~ .. ' v ... , { ~ 

that is, the "t()day'~oftfrep~opl~sis fr6mliis '. ' 
,,"yesterdaY""', '; " ,,' , ," 
,'"he pufa~"heart"irito the bodyqf~'_:' 

""" " and removed the veil trqlll hlSface, '; " 
he broke all the andent gods; < 

" ~every oldtWig,through his ,bt~ath, grew;~flower', , 
';, , 'The exCitement of the b~tt1es;of:Sadrahd Hunam, . 

, Haidar, Si4diq~;:Fat1lq ~d Htisruh,,~. :'; ,.,."" 
, the gr-andemof tp,E;c3Jl to prayer, ,.' " ,'~ " 
, the recitation ofthe Qdr' arne Surat~al-SaJfat,jnthe ',~ 
,cbattle£ield,' , , ':" . 

,;- , '" the;worq 9f A~bi andtlie'look of 'B~y.md,,' 
~.thekeys tdthe-treasur~sofbQ~the worlds, ',' '. 

'\'reaSon and. 4,eartintdricateq wit11 one Cup of Wine" ,. 
, " ' ,'. ,~, mixture of ,dhikr a.nd fIkrof R~'ai1dRayY~ 

'," kl;Idwledge ,and sci~Hc~,shari':ah __ ~9religiqil;" ',; _ :;;" 
,,' , a~tr.i:tiono:f Stat~;ever~$Ss~tisfie(fhearts withil"l; .""" 

tJtebreash J. .' ,_, . 

:;_,al-Hainraarid the Taj, ofw9rld~consUrning~ beauty, I 
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that win tributes from the celestial beings -
all these are moments of his time , 
a single lustre of his· manifold manifestations 
All these heart-pleasing phenomena are his 
outward aspects, 

0' Arab World ... 

his inward aspeCt is st;ill hidden from the gnostics .. 
"Limitless praise be to the Holy Prophet, 
who gave to this handful of dust true belief 
in God". 
God made you sharper than the sword: 
Lie made the camel-driver the rider of destiny. 
Your takbir, your prayer and your war: 
on these depend the fate of East and West. 
How good this dedication and selfless devotion. 
Alas! for this grievous affliction and melancholy! 
The nations of the world are promoting their 
interests, 
you are unaware of the value of your desert ; 
you were a single nation, yOu have become now 

. sevenli nations, / 
you have broken up your society yourself / 
He Who loosened himself from the bonds 
ofkhudi, 
and merged himself in others, met certain death. 
Nobody else ever did what you have done to 
yourself. 
The soul of Mustafa was grieved by it. 
o you who . are unaware of the .Frankish magic·, 
see the mischiefs hidden in his sleeves . 
If you: wish to· escape his deceits '. 
turn away his camels from your ponds. 
His diplomacy has :weakened every nation 
and broken the unity of the Arabs . 
Ever since the Arabs fell into its snares , 
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not for one moment have they enjoyed peace. 
o man of insight, look at your times , 
recreate in your body the soUl of 'Umar . 
Power lies in the unity of the true religion, 
religion is strong will, sincerity and faith. 
As his heart knows the secrets of Nature, 
the man of the desert is Nature's protector.· 
He is simple, and his nature is the·touchstone 
of right and wrong, 
his rise ~eans setting of a hundred thousand 
stars. 
Leave aside these deserts, mountains and valleys , 
pitch your tent in your own being. 
Whetting your nature on the desert wind 
set your dromedary onto the battlefield. 
The modem age was born out of your achievements; 
its intoxication is the resUlt of your rose-red wine. 
You have been the expositor of its secrets , 
and the first builder of its edifice. 
Since the West adopted it as its own, 
it has grown into a coquette, with no sense 
of honour. . 
Although she is sweet and pleasant, 
yet she is crooked, saucy and irreligious. 
o man of ~e desert, make what is unripe mature 
and refashion the world according to your 
touchstone 

53 



.' t', i 

··I.telhhee a sigllificaIltpoktkno~ onlytQ,the" -
: " 'pebpl~ ,of:~cs~y: "'" ,:' ".' "_, ' :',", ;', . , . ;~'., 

Jbrhations~ ne.gatioI1; exPressespower,affirmati0I1- ,'. , 
;;expre$se~: Qeauty . " ".. ,.,. '. :. . 
:Negation and' affinnation toge~er ,signify.c()iltro1 

': of the urllverse':·, . . ,'. . , 
" " ':tlieyare the'keys t~ the doors of theuniverse~, . 

}Bo'tkar~'ihedestiny'ofthis\vorldofBeco~g" .,' 
:Movement'is,bombut of negatiQn, statiOllariness, .• 

',; 

• .' out ofaffi.rrrulcion.;:. ,..,' . .... 
·{,.U~e;~ the: s~c~t ofp:egationis gnlSped~' .... :, , " .' 
. the b~ndSofthe other.,than-God cahi:idt bebroke.ti'-', v 

;the beginning ~fev~rYwdrkin tlle wot14is with· the ., 
, ~word ofn~gation:' .' . . ' 

;i't is the 'first stage ofthe.mari.,OfGo&, .. :.;, 
A ,nation which bUms itsel£in its heat for amoment'· 

"'.:re~~ates itselfoutof its o-wnaShes ... ;: 
. '·.:'::,To\s~yNo to the~ther-Jh~-GodisLife: 

t4~.uniyerse is eYert;ehe~d.byits ~ult." 
, . ';N6t every pe.rso1!isa£fectegby itS madness;·, 

. ': .,,' 

.~ . nor every- haystack is:fit t~·oc~tchits fire..' . .,' . 
1:wJieflthis e~stasy affectst4eheatt of ~ ~ying person,', 
he maIres sluggatdssitting;onth~ 'rolloside tomove ': .' 

,on swiftly., .' . . .'.... ., ,'. .. . :,: :.':.: ",; 
, . "Dost th9U~h the :selVanr'i:6' fight the ~t~r'. '., 

. (forhisrights}.·' , " .• . . . " ' ' .. ' 
""''Then sowtb.eseedofNo.m hiShanclful of dust; . 

: Whoever has)his hUmingardoW: in' his heart, .' , . 
. " . is-more ~~~~Pirilig:tharii:heD6bms#y. 

.No isa'sticcessionof?ViolentbloWs;. . .... 
, :it,isrhe$:nblin,gofth~d~i~' notfthepipip.gtune 
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"of a''f1lite; " . ....•... .' '.' ...... .:, 
itShlovv~haI}geseverYheing iUto nqn~being,;, ' 
So. thatthbucomest out efthewhirlpoolof . " 
EXistence:.' ...... .... ..' ,... '-. , . 

.. , I relate to thee the history of the Arabs ." . 
thatthoumayest know its; good and, biidaspects.· :1 

•.. 'TIierr strokes broke>LatandMan:atinto'pieces;~, ' 
Confined Within . rumensions, they Yerliveq:free .. " •. 
of all bonds. . ' .' ,', 
Every old,garment waS torn off by thefu.;. '.< 

'Chos'iuesand Caes~ met their:'doom at their handS: 
At times deserts were ove~byth~ir thUiid~r 

'. showers; .;~, 

atotherttmes seas were churned by theirstonns. , 
The whqle world, no more than, a syaw,was'$et 

. afire by them: . , '." 
it was all a manifestatioriof No. , 
1;heywere constantlY,astir uq,til otlt ()[thisold. 
world " '. . ',. " 

. they brought forth a ,new one into exiStence. 
TheinVitation,t9the truth(th~ -calltq prayer) 
Is the result of their early rising ;';' , 
whatever exists ~tlie oU1:cpme of their sowing 
(9£ seed). '. '. .....' .' '. '. . .•• ' .,.' <­

The .l;un,p of the tulip· that has been: litup: 
wasbrolight from the banks 6f their,nver' 
'fh,eyerased fr9In the tablet of their h~artthe 

". impressofthe,dther,-than-God;:,:, ...., 
hundreds of new worldslHhefore' came into 
being at-tHeir'halids. ,. " . 
y ou.will similarly see,that ill tht;!periodbf 

" Western dominance"" ", . .: ~ 

Fapitalarid;labObr:have come toblbws . 
As" the ,heart of RuSsia was sorely affli¢t~d, 
thewo:rd,::',', '. '. "', ....... ' 

',N() c.anieotit of the depths' of her being. 
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She has upset the old order 
and applied a sharp scalpel to the veins 
of the world. . 
I have closely observed her position which 
is:no kings, no chun::h, no deity .. 

0' Arab World ... 

Her thought has remained tied to the wind-storm 
of negation, . 
and has riot marched towards the affirmative 
"but." 
Maybe a day will come when through ,force of 
ecstasy , 
She may extricate herselffrom this whirlwind 
Life does not rest at the station of Negation, 
the universe moves on towards "but." 
Negation and affirmation both are necessary 
for the nations: 
Negation without affirmation is their death. 
How can Khalil (friend) be ripe in love 
unless negation guides him towards affirmation? 
o you who indulge in debate in'your closet, 
raise the cry of negation, before a Nllllrod. 
What you see around you is not worth two grains 
of barley, 
be acquainted with the might of there is rio deity. 
He who has the sword of negation in his hands 
is the ruler of all the universe 

What Should then be done of People of the east 
English rendering of Iqbal's pas chih bqyad kard qy aqwam-i sharq 
by B.ADar 
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Appendix-III 

THE: SUDANESE DERVISH APPEARS 
A resdess lightning flashed in the water, 

waves surged and rolled in the water; 
a sweet scent wafted from the rose-garden of . 
ParadiSe, 
the spirit of that dervish of Egypt appeared. 
His fire melted the pearl in the oyster-shell, 
melted the stone in the breast of Kitchener. 
He cned, 'Kitchener, if you have eyes to see, 
behold the avenging.of a dervish's dust! 
Heaven granted no grave for your dust, 
gave no resting-place but the salty ocean' . 
Then the words broke in his throat; . 
from his lips a heart-renciirig sigh was loosed. 
'Spirit of the Arabs', he cned, 'arise; 
like your forebears, be the creator of new ages! 
Fouad, Feisal, Ibn Saoud, 
how long will you twist like smoke on yourselves? 
Revive in the breast that ftre which has departed, 
bring back to the world the day that has gone. 
Soil of Batha, give birth to another Khalid, 
chant once more the song of God's Unity. 
In your plains taller grow the palm-trees; 
shall not a new Farouk arise from you? 
World of musky-hued believers, 
from you the scent of etemallife is coming 
tome. 
How long will you live without the joy of . . 
Journeymg, 
how long with your destiny in alien hands? 
How long will you desert your true station? 
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'Y, Myl1qnes la!n~tit itl the 'deep like 'a reed~pip~; 
.,;'-' are You aftaid to suffer?: The chci~en One. . 

'. , ,decl~ed,.,". '. .' . '<' . '.' ' .. ' ' . ~, 
.' . 'f'Forman'~~ dayo(suff~~is~h~ day of . 

ptn#iC;;l~()n"; ..... . '.' ./ , .. .'. 
, . ~~eleer, ourJriends are inYathrih;we ir:t Nejd; 
',sing'that song whi2hwill stir the 'ca~lto ecstasy.' . ': 

" ,.1.h~;dolld l{#rained,g~seshave sproutedJrom 
,theeai;th,: " .... "' ...... '.. . . ... ', '., 

.' .' ' .' it,Ill<1:y'be" that the 2cimel's 'pacegro:Ws·langui~. '. ' 
'M:y~6ulivails ofthe pain ofseparanori;',: . 
't~the' roadwhei~' fewergriiSses grow., 

,.My camelis drunkWiththegrass, I foi-thecBeloved; 
thec¥:O:el iSin,yplir.hapds, I in thehamls:of the 
,Belo~ea; .. ' . . ... ' ,. ' . 

.... , , , TheY'h<l:vernade a wayfb~ waters intothe~desert, ; " 
',' '. upo.ii}:he mountains the palm fronds are washed: 

y ond~.r"two gaielles 'one aft~r the oth~r-, 
", ,see l1()wtheyarede.scendingfrOm the.Jiill, . " 

.. :fdratnomenuirinkfrorn thed~$erLspring .' 
' ... ,;: ~nd the'll glan~e ugon the traveller. . , 

. )1he dew has s()ftenec;l the:sands·of.the plain,~ silk, 
:< ",the; lllgl,IWaY isji8t hard for th~'(:a:meb' !,:. .~. :. 

the Clouds ring on ring like'iliewingsofthe partIidge- , 
.• ,,·'1 feart#erain, for We are farfrolJ1the goaL .. . " 
'·'::.Cam~lee'r, ouffriends are in~Yathrib,Wein Nejd~ 

, ' "sing,that s6ngwh!ch~stir the camel toecstasi.. . 
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(. . . Appen~-:-IV: 

··T6THE~p6ET, ..... . 
,'" _.' . \ " .. 

1';' 
" . 

T6hab1 poets.s~eV6ninypait say~ " 
i'sliunto vefsifyonredljpsi~ay. "" .' 

.From. a beam I had of Holy Baok's: ugh!"". .; 
AfterhUridfedyears rughts tseea dawribrighf 

" .... . '. ';":,11' .' 

.' I caused inhis::soul a verve"ciheat; .' 
Td cotci.g~ or:~~tle':id~tJ~at. . . . ;.. , 
TIlls br~okIrulyonce Vie a noisy sea's' pride, 
AsIgave this,brooR a passion,<;:>f tide? . '", 

• :'. r " ",t' . 
"' .. ,.,.,:!, ,JIll 

" ,YouJe~v~,rriakingn9w,the portr.litS on ~UL:;, ' . 
. ,: 'B~friendiYwithcofiScle.nce,and3Ego's C<1]f4::' '; 

Sinceyou gotgt6wthirthiynati9P's!l~~,' " . ' 
Fill your song's £lime.in ilieir,brakandl?ta.w . 
.. .. -'. " . ,t,.. '0' .," 

' .. ,,' '~:",;, . 
, '{'IV 

'. My heart has. 'a grief, :and duSt has a h~a:rt, . 
Yet this old branch ~laipJs His'moiSfs great part .. ' 
With thyslcilPiiruigic cause a foUnt so; . 

'. IIi eachMUsfun lies:.a fourttairi 10!5 . . 

V,,:. 

Ofvirtu~sof(;od Mtislim:has apart, 
Like secr~tS of God: a secret ~'. heart: 

. I saw ~ot hiS beafio/ sclveof(;od's ~WIl;' , 
Inther~osmos :co~fience 'hiS-'r6~ts~gro:wn . 
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VII 

A Muslim you were named for grief's bargain, 
To be restive for friends in pains and strains. 
He cares not for himself in nation's cause, 
• He shouts "1 am T:Jmmah! from every clause". 

0' Arab World ... 

Ummah a nation 

VIII 

On whom were opened the secrets of soul,6 

With his own eyel he sees the cosmo~ whole. 
Make in thy heart his love's cosy room, 
And tum the autumn to vernal bloom 

IX 

-So guard the nature of thy mud and dust, 
A,bliss,trance and burning for thee is must. 
I see empty bowls of the nation's whole, 
A lasting -wine lasts in thy heart's own bowL ... , . 

X 

'The hill and desert nightl defies thy day, 
:The birds and waves know not their old songs gay. 
This world wont lit up from the hermit's lamp, 
Thy sun light is needed in every camp, 
This is an illusion to godless men. 

XI 

Read the clear writing on thy forehead's slate, 
Find out a way to change thy future fate. 
Like me find a way on the Harem's land, 
To know thy worth true; thy own grit and sand. 
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o SON OF 1HE DESERT 

I 

When all the desert sides were bright from dawn, 
From tree a bird tuned to a youth in lawn. 
o desert's son! leave thy tent with haste, 
You lead a dull life Which lacks journey taste.8 

II 

The Truth chose Arab for caravan's lead, 
On faqr since he tested his own self's breed. 
If the poor's content with envy is green,' 
His growth can upset the whole world's scene.9 

A nation never falls to ebbs low and mean, 
Whose passion was hold and the content green. 

If Europe is peeved at his Muslim milne, 
Then "Green in Content" is his other name. 

Tnttig and pull's race envy is a grace. 
Which puts Darius crown on poor man's face. 

It may he more appropriate to say-: 

It gives Darius grace to a poor Man's face. 

III 

Those nights had the uproar for future's dawn, 
Being lit up with light of the Sinai's lawn. 
ThUs the desert life made their brawns and brains, 
Arid nations arose Oom those desert lanes. 
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. 'NOlES, AND REFERENCE . 
. ·· .. i 

",;. 
. l'IqbaL'is advising Arab (pron~ as Arb also) poets;Io give up,iove poett;r " 
,(ode) of i.'eautiful:women as;h~was seeing:a change to goodafterone ' 
hUndredtlllrtyye~ continuQus: decline of Arhworld.:..· .', '" ". 

,,2 Thistwm coupletidull of similes~'Haphou-a:i: means noiseiind uproar hut 
here it me~ a verveforthe)ove of thep:iophet andthe,gpocl people)::' .• 

. :." Kakh-.6-koo means castles and lanes or.cottage:ar,dcastle"hereit means 
.e~eryplace of world:' '.. ," , . .', ' . .' "'" . 

,;. 

Noisy sea:; here, it means big powers ,of ,we ,world'., AShob; •. distUrbance, 
'. revol1;1tion, here it ,means a -passiohand, paili,psfor love of'the Prophet, 

the'nation,and'all tlie'goodpeople~' .'" .:. ....' ,...". 
'Abjoo; brc;>bk;here it means.a small 'nation, as compared with se.a or a big ..... . 

, :- ·powefa.:' : 
,': .' '. 3 The 11teral translation of line' 

. .'~. WOuld be..:: "', •... . , . . .. ,: /, . '. 
Seek i:lOt friendship save with Ego' S (call). (Save. with thY.ego own) . 

. ', .• ,' 111 th,e above twin couplets Iqbal is ad<iress4Ig ,the 'Arab.poets and then td 

. . the: '&ab youth ~o{to h~gportraits 'of f~'starsa:rid other beautic::s on,. 
" their walls ... :,:., .~. . . 

Grief; h~rJ it means lovt! of the Prophec " . ,'. '.' :. ." 
There, is heart in iny dust: rrere Iqbal is talking inesoterics. Ther~ are five 
to sevt:~secret points . (called 'Lataif" pI of Latifah iri heart; '.' 

" c,Lacifa';';Zil subtle. P?int in heart known to mystics only. He is hinting' pne 
·hfthds~. '. . . . " . ,i 

~ - .6. 'SbUl~ he~~ it me~ self.-
.' .. , ..... \'.. .' .. :.;. :._. : '.' :' ':.: " 

7 Viz,i,not through others. point 6fYiew; '._.,' .' . 
. . ' ;8J~; the al5crve thr:ee quatrains' (~couplets),the poet' his ad4ressed an 
'. ii;nmaculate: son of the des·ert,aY01.mg Musliin; free frorrLthe impure 
,. taints of-city life. ': '; . . . . 

In the next c6uplets he has addressed the upper strat!l, the intellectuals, 
:'. tithe teachers and philosophers ?{thed~sert lijld. .;: ;", . ...>' 

.;; Bere green:means - flourishlng;in 'figucitive~.sanSe:;rt;rrie:ans .. fullof 
'vigouras~~ say (keep a mari.;s memo.ry green). rre lives toa green old 

age,. although looking. green Wth emiya:Is().means' pile or sicklylooking:'I ~" 
q]fote below another'verSe of Iqbal in .h Iqbal has ~~d the. wor,d . ."~> 
(Ghayoqr):: ',' '. >_. .. , 
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