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I do hope you will excuse me for the apparently outlandish terminology
which possesses a real substance of meaning, but which was formed

under the inspiration of a religious psychology developed in the
atmosphere of a different culture.
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The more genuine schools of Sufism have, no doubt, done good
work in shaping and directing the evolution of religious experience
in Islam.
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Sometimes, Igblal himself seems to anticipate such misgivings and
accordingly, offers what amounts to clarification
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During the last five hundred years religious thought in Islam has
been practically stationary....... The most remarkable phenomenon
of modern history, however, is the enormous rapidity with which
the world of Islam is spiritually moving towards the West. There is
nothing wrong in this movement, for European culture, on its
intellectual side, is only a further development of some of the most
important phases of the culture of Islam......... The extension of
man's power over Nature has given him a new faith and a fresh
sense of superiority over the forces that constitute his environment.
New points of view have been suggested, old problems have been
re-stated in the light of fresh experience, and new problems have
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arisen.......... No wonder then that the younger generation of Islam in
Asia and Africa demand a fresh orientation of their faith. With the
reawakening of Islam, therefore, it is necessary to examine, in an
independent spirit, what Europe has thought and how far the
conclusions reached by her can help us in the revision and, if
necessary, reconstruction, of theological thought in Islam........ it is
high time to look to the essentials of Islam. In these lectures I
propose to undertake a philosophical discussion of some of the
basic of ideas of Islam, in the hope that this may, at least, be helpful
towards a proper understanding of the meaning of Islam as a

message to humanity.
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One indirect way of establishing connexions with the reality that
confronts us is reflective observation and control of its symbols as
they reveal themselves to sense-perception; the other way is direct
association with that reality as it reveals itself within.
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In fact, it must be said in justice to religion that it insisted on the
necessity of concrete experience in religious life long before
science learnt to do so.
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And it is in the elimination of the satanic from the Divine that the
followers of Freud have done inestimable service to religion
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The immediacy of mystic experience simply means that we know
God just as we know other objects.
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Nor is there any reason to suppose that thought and intuition are
essentially opposed to each other. They spring up from the same
root and complement each other. The one grasps Reality piecemeal,
the other grasps it in its wholeness. The one fixes its gaze on the
eternal, the other on the temporal aspect of Reality. The one is
present enjoyment of the whole of Reality; the other aims at
traversing the whole by slowly specifying and closing up the
various regions of the whole for exclusive observation. Both are in

need of each other for mutual rejuvenation. Both seek visions of the
same Reality which reveals itself to them in accordance with their
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function in life. In fact, intuition, as Bergson rightly says, is only a
higher kind of intellect.
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In the interests of securing a complete vision of Reality, therefore,
sense-perception must be supplemented by the perception of what

the Quran describes as Fu'ad or Qalb, i.e. heart:
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One may say truly, I think, that personal religious experience has its

root and centre in mystical states of consciousness
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Both the mystic and the prophet return to the normal levels of
experience, but with this difference that the return of the prophet,
as I will show later, may be fraught with infinite meaning for
mankind.
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They failed to see that in the domain of knowledge - scientific or

religious - complete independence of thought from concrete
experience is not possible.
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We must not, however, regard it as a mysterious special faculty
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it is rather a mode of dealing with Reality in which sensation, in the
physiological sense of the word, does not play any part.
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This is clear from the fact that the mystic state soon fades away,
though it leaves a deep sense of authority after it has passed away.

Both the mystic and the prophet return to the normal levels of
experience.
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The problem of Christian mysticism alluded to by Professor James
has been in fact the problem of all mysticism.
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The mystic's intimate association with the eternal which gives him
a sense of the unreality of serial time does not mean a complete
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break with serial time. The mystic state in respect of its uniqueness
remains in some way related to common experience. This is clear
from the fact that the mystic state soon fades away, though it leaves
a deep sense of authority after it has passed away. Both the mystic
and the prophet return to the normal levels of experience, but with
this difference that the return of the prophet, as I will show later,
may be fraught with infinite meaning for mankind.
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The mystic does not wish to return from the repose of 'unitary
experience'; and even when he does return, as he must, his return
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does not mean much for mankind at large. The prophet's return is
creative. He returns to insert himself into the sweep of time with a
view to control the forces of history, and thereby to create a fresh
world of ideals.
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A prophet may be defined as a type of mystic consciousness in

which 'unitary experience' tends to overflow its boundaries, and
seeks opportunities of redirecting or refashioning the forces of

collective life.
uﬁ‘f‘LJﬁoﬁJqUw”&’oﬁf‘aﬁcku(dz‘(uzbé’/?u(c«}ff—/?"ug
LM//'&JW/L/E d/u;}ubﬂug&@/’3}{?@»»&1/}’/&:«'}/0
s . R
“”_gjj/(ca/}’d/glf’.'opﬁu.?dﬂ‘”ﬁfw
VAT LAV E I WYL (8 [ "2 S 1Y

ST ASL b Sparda ol GAL Lol JG1S 7
PSP ek st L SR B BI5GB
At eas”s gt s ek Bt SUs- e O
Ll eppud E P He L le ez
M,Czifmufdd,ﬁf% Vnd;@d/z-%?(uo{j&;wfﬂ%ﬂ)”
G —e (b o1 § 5§ Ve S By = e S

e (FledBieandone & fedPen® eSS

JA’”& s Z_/’;fjuf‘,l“.:(,ﬂﬁ”u' ‘e e 1 Juy otk



rs -G
il b fba UIn N6 f 1 p el s gt = oo
Religious/ Mystic Experiencedg’. - Cors '.j} ’ Kd_ f 1% J bl ey
SUtte Yool _gr 2 ST ueizbbn b ¢
U S oo
By the intellectual test I mean critical interpretation, without any
presuppositions of human experience, generally with a view to

discover whether our interpretation leads us ultimately to a reality
of the same character as is revealed by religious experience.
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There are, however, men to whom it is not possible organically to
assimilate an alien universe by re-living, as a vital process, that

special type of inner experience on which religious faith ultimately
rests.
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It is, according to the Qur'an, something which 'sees', and its
reports, if properly interpreted, are never false.
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Mystic states are more like feeling than thought. The interpretation
which the mystic or the prophet puts on the content of his religious
consciousness can be conveyed to others in the form of
propositions, but the content itself cannot be so transmitted.
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. Indeed the way in which the word Wahi (inspiration) is used in
the Qur'an shows that the Qur'an regards it as a universal property
of life; though its nature and character are different at different
stages of the evolution of life. The plant growing freely in space,
the animal developing a new organ to suit a new environment, and
a human being receiving light from the inner depths of life, are all
cases of inspiration varying in character according to the needs of
the recipient, or the needs of the species to which the recipient
belongs.
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The world-life intuitively sees its own needs, and at critical
moments defines its own direction. This is what, in the language of
religion, we call prophetic revelation
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In Islam prophecy reaches its perfection in discovering the need of
its own abolition. This involves the keen perception that life cannot
for ever be kept in leading strings; that, in order to achieve full
self-consciousness, man must finally be thrown back on his own
resources. The abolition of priesthood and hereditary kingship in
Islam, the constant appeal to reason and experience in the Qur'an,
and the emphasis that it lays on Nature and History as sources of
human knowledge, are all different aspects of the same idea of
finality. The idea, however, does not mean that mystic experience,
which qualitatively does not differ from the experience of the
prophet, has now ceased to exist as a vital fact.
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The idea, however, does not mean that mystic experience, which
qualitatively does not differ from the experience of the prophet, has
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The immediacy of mystic experience simply means that we know
God just as we know other objects.

LU U G A St Ll KL st $rP L ity 2

Lo/ BELA Y

S - Z e 7 QU L F U
Lo e be NS G P L Tt FE i S
Ule el e st b j“w_‘é%d‘”}.é_mwé‘j e
J‘Jk{c,gz@':,ﬁ&_fjuw-‘a;//‘;c,tf"égjy’”f;,f;“&
(i L YOI b fL gt QLo FL I Plosie
J“&Lﬁw”,GJ_fCCn(":%utuﬂJ‘z‘_/.’w/z”“L_,CQ(":‘/;
Gl o I B LR U2 254G e Qb Tt
tlz,u"%;pc;é_/ulj./&g@wﬁw‘g_j"w}:”mwg?t_%&g
Pen L ISR K Ll L f S e b
IO s B s B 1L oK s S
Juu'mzrz%:‘L//KJJ_/CWM/“’K,«A&!U“‘U!L e
c'_;w;/":@’/? o JU/LJZ %ﬂug.'?q}. J'Eﬁ/@f/uau’/afﬂ
—e sl

e iviz a2 S M e S Fitin /e
FOSERAN ER TS B P P E AW Yt 1 SR AT S 1 -



LIS S r
2 a3t e fa U S (F b Sl rovbotoiy
‘L:,lf.,ib‘Kﬁ@;ibﬁ@')ﬁ%%ﬁ%gﬂﬁ'é%LQ{:!
Q6 o (a P S T e S bbl o i UL
H‘Kuu{&@wuj,;o’»?ug Jol et S LI FTL w5 §
§ AUt i s P LS sl LSS
Lo 1S e KIS T b $r, £ 554 S b g b
Sl me L& Tl oo

SR H‘ "33, € Religious Experience (/5 (514
I L B e gV VI S Gy s
Loistk KU G G016 (U e (15Ut Ul VW ke
S S et e Se @ Bt s Ele 5
z o1%] up/ 92l .wg»fu; ‘L//U’/JLQ,: u";n-"‘Lg
106 Ut f L B bTL e (FTU bsIt e £
c'_a;@fd/uifk?ifuﬁ}d'f)'c;()z"%uﬁ,g)/é‘Uﬁ”u‘.uZ&T
Religious Experience o < &n Lag <33 1 Jé“”‘j‘" e b T2 L
Ve & LSS A GG Lo 2 S e
SOEHUUIE gLl & f U mle blosssn 1 Qs gUle
S G G P e S R eI S N L2
3¢ Lol pyy /;.”}. el H‘ *f Religious Experience U J [
s ;‘uﬂ(f(fﬁjt H‘,J/QJ. Jl- QJ/‘U;JL H"’c_'é’_yﬂi}?f%
e Ul TR

Lo fl il pminl Supesblpmd ‘wf i
2! Ubi./(,f.“uf u)‘L t‘/}’ﬁc o,%.f(f.'..guwdla_,ouuﬁ s



o S
S L e LTS L S 3 L L £
L f i e ol Lo S o e b
LG5 e oo AP i LU sty Joolo
SIS e Bon I GTG I S U e bl 32 51 5L
APl e e cap Uiz bWl e a6
SF L et Sbi L S §Son Ll
é}"&f)é@bﬂ)%bfﬂé:&Kézé‘by)d;}?)”ﬁy‘}@b
u’;z,’?/“Ji,ffvst”w&Jg?if‘aﬁifdm‘pufi:égg.é
S e et =G5 oo s L
Cfé‘u Uf‘j}‘L t‘/}’i'_ &;”{'.(UJ") uii...guff uu»&a‘_j“dla,»u
&L e bw I S e GTE e S
ST (N (R PN PR RN SIS AT IS DR R PRRT

,‘Lt‘@ﬂc;’/{_bfw'é

The mystic state brings us into contact with the total passage of
Reality in which all the diverse stimuli merge into one another and
form a single unanalysable unity in which the ordinary distinction
of ”subject and object does not exist.
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"the climax of this development is reached when the ego is able to

retain full self-possession, even in the case of a direct contact with
the all-embracing Ego"
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"when the characteristic sort of consciousness once has set in, the
mystic feels as if his own will were in abeyance, and indeed
sometimes as if he were grasped and held by a superior power"
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to the mystic the mystic state is a moment of intimate association
with a Unique Other Self, transcending, encompassing, and
momentarily suppressing the private personality of the subject of
experience.
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"Since the quality of mystic experience is to be directly
experienced, its obvious that it cannot be communicated"
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The subject of it immediately says that it defies expression, that no
adequate report of its contents can be given in words. It follows
from this that its quality must be directly experienced; it cannot be

imparted or transferred to others. In this peculiarity mystical states
are more like states of feeling than like states of intellect.
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Both the mystic and the prophet return to the normal levels of
experience, but with this difference that the return of the prophet,

as [ will show later, may be fraught with infinite meaning for
mankind.
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Sometimes, Igbal himself seems to anticipate such misgivings and,

accordingly, offers what amounts to a clarification. For example,

the second sentence in the following passage seems to be a footnote

to the first: 'The world-life intuitively sees its own needs, and at

critical moments defines its own direction. This is what, in the

language of religion, we call prophetic revelation' (VL. 117). A

traditionally minded Muslim audience might interpret a 'world-life

[that] intuitively see its own needs and defines its own direction' to

be a self-directed impersonal force that either negates the existence

of a personal deity or works independently of such a deity, whereas

Igbal's concern simply is to bridge the gap between traditional

Islamic language and modern philosophical idiom.
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32- William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, the Penguin

Books, New York 1982, pp 380,1.
_res Sl
e Frsl A Sy Fledsion Jeas g
d/Larger Categoryu/'/ug Jquﬁﬂoc!mﬂ(dz/ﬁ)df'&\ %/4,3/‘
b KL S ems IR SIF 5 e bases
_ngg;/;i/g}/ﬁ&/ém&f
PP Fledgie JoSseJG)
_arm,,,iglrdﬁdzﬁ;@l

1g\\

oSN Fe Sy Pl
NSl S 7 Flel
_w~w,,,l;vAwdzﬁ;@l

-
-1

-0

-ry
-re
-FA
-r9
—(e
-1



L1 G LS UG 8
J%&»ﬂ:qwﬂdgﬁ@u
anymnuﬁdgﬁ‘@u
LAV Pl ez nbost o Sall wlo gl e F A g N EATE
_PASSOL A
SO M Sy Fledsian S5z JG
/ ".3‘5')‘@'
_arm,,,iglrwdzﬁ;@l
Lo TSt
-oAJ‘,m‘lw‘idzﬁ‘w,« Jeas g
anuu"um‘und"dgﬁ‘@u
_rrvw,,,l;vawdzﬁ;@l
001 990U L SEIUG I 27 L) LS Ji
LAy e (S )
LAFOMT et et g el eaSel) olo g2 ‘Qﬂlwugguu‘ﬂg
_PASOL A
LU el s G BP0 et ) gl ) o, Te U1 B
P asslelol Sy Fledsin e JU
- T
-l
L
WP e e A oot oS eI A1 F
L
Sl
L
e felyl
L
P Fes 1990\ T2 e A1 S nlecadane il dan (2
-ow"‘wmm‘"dgﬁwa? d.&le,?u

OA
-y
-rr
-rr

ol
ol
el
-10
-1y
-1z



89 LIS S

L

LT 0L o’ g2 o S5 5 31 ol o A2
ol o F S S E S TP Gt ot 1 S b
L ER I e e L 192 s Sl FE £ UL
pm{uwé c«gu.iu’lifll;e#‘ablgb’f)LnZ.n{%C:.’;uf@/G/ul
PR L s [L L 233L T G
W IDEL STy RN Ry ]

O TS ST}

Aw”‘wl‘lou"‘dzflw» Jeas g

-lmu"um‘q@%dzﬁ‘@u

N e B8 gL wldas o SUTE

M st legr b 3Gtk Philosophy-a Critique :JJJ'/L

A
-9

76— William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, the Penguin

Books, New York 1982, pp 381.
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79- William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, the Penguin

Books, New York 1982, pp 381.
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M- William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, the Penguin

Books, New York 1982, pp 381.
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