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natwre  without.  The grandeur  of  man—ihe
tragic hero—hies in his acceptance ol this  chal-
Iml;.,:.—lu,-. destiny of unending struggle. of — per-
petual frustration ang fultilment 1o attain 1o the
wholeness of God. e sang of this glory and this
pain, the hopes and anxicties, the fullilments and
trustration of the world of man with grear wender-
ness g compassion, at tmes with - great wrath
and indignaton.  And he did so with a conviction
ang a sincerity, with a sweep and  amplitude  of
expression uncqualled in his age.

GCOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, BHOPAL
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With this progressive expansion in the field
of his poetic vision there is a corresponding reduc-
tion in his poetic themes, from profusion to order-
liness, from dispersal to integration, terminating
in the monolithic thought of his last years. There
is a similar transformation in style from pro-
lixity to precision, from ornate and involved
phraseology to lucid direct statement, from flam-
boyant rhetoric to unadorned poetry. The long
poem, philosophical or political in the Mathnvi
(thymed couplets) or Musadas (six line stanza)
form gives way to epigrammatic verse in the form
of Ghazal, Qita or Robaie. The emotional climate
also undergoes a change from sentiment (Moha-
bbat) to passion (Ishq) or love. In this mature body
of verse, Iqbal after discarding the normal conven-
tional embellishments of oriental poetry, employ-
ed a number of devices of his own to reheve the
austerity of his verse and to maintain its heigh-
tened tenor. The first anfong these is the musi-
cality of sound patterns and a number of prosodic
innovations which are utterly lost in translation.
Second, the introduction of highly evocative
proper names, hardly known to Urdu poetry
befor¢ him—the sands around Kazima, the snows
of Mount Damavand, the deserts of Iraq and
Hijaz, the blood of Hussain, the Majesty of Rome,
the beauty of Cordova, the glories of Isphan and
Samarkand. Third, he gave currency to un-
familiar words which are antique without being
archaic, unused without being obscure. And he
countermatched them with rhythms and meters
which had rarely been used in Urdu poety.

At this stage, after much piecemeal thinking
and intense subjective exploration, he at last arriv-
ed at a theme big enough to fill the whole of his
vision, the twin theme of Man’'s grandeur and his
loneliness. The theme of human loneliness, centred
round the immensity of the odds arrayed
against man, oppression, exploitation and various
meannesses within and a hostile and heartless
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Perfect Man (Mard-e-Kamil) disengages himself
from Nietsches' superman, for Igbal's categorical
imperatives rule out all forms of nationalist chau-
vinism, imperialist domination, racial discrimina-
tion, social exploitation and personal aggrandise-
ment, since all of them make for the debasement
and perversion of human personality.

11

Understandably the bulk of critical literature
on Igbal is devoted to the study and analysis of
his message and thought content rather than to an
appreciation and evaluation of his poetry. And
vet it is his vibrant and impassioned verse.and the
persuasive appeal it carried which accounts for
much of his influence. In his poetic works, form
and content, theme and style move along well
defined lines and their evolution over a long span
of continuous creation makes an interesting study.
In the first phase lasting up to 190, most of the
poems relate to the wonder and questionings ins-
pired by isolated phenomena of nature, momn-
ings and sunsets, mountains and rivers, the moon,
the stars and the causeless nostalgia of youth. This
lyrical period of short picces iy followed by a
series of long poems passionate and rhetorical
mostly devoted to political themes—nationalist or
Pan-Islamic. All this work is in Urdu. In 1913,
Igbal brought out his first long philosophical
poem in Persian—Asrare-Khudi—'Secrets of the
Selt” which initiated the next phase of philosophic
speculations mostly in Persian. Ang lastly the
early thirties saw the fina] perfection of his teach-
ings and poetic art in the form of three volumes
in Urdu, Bal-e-Jibreel (the wing of Gabriel),
Zarb-e-Kaleem (The Rod of Moses) and the pos.
thumous Armaghan-e-Hijaz (The Gift of Hijaz).
By this time his restless quest had travelled from
bits and pieces of subjective experience, the
wonders of nature, the travail of Indian Muslims
and the Muslim world to a calm contemplation
of the ultimates of reality—God, Nature and Man.
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“In this world, only change has permanence”
(Call of the Caravan Bell)

—Bang-e-Dara

And this applies as much to subjective and
ideological as to social and material factors—even
the edicts of religion. “Eternal principles when
they are understood to exclude all possibilities of
change which according to the Quoran is one of
the greatest signs of God tend to immobilize what
1s essentially mobile in its nature” (Reconstruc-
tion of Religious Thought in Islam). Having
already parted company with the traditional mys-
tic who dismisses the physical world as an illusion
and human physical endeavour as mere vanity,
Igbal discards equally emphatically the dogmatic-
theologian and his static orthodoxy.

Finally, the principal agent in this creative
process is the human Ego, or Personality or Self—
Khudi, as Iqbal calls it. To meet the challenge
of creation, the human self has to be fortified both
by perceptual knowledge of the physical world
and intuitive passion (or love, ‘Ishq" in Iqbal’s ter-
monology) for the realisation of higher values and
ideals. It logically follows that ‘the idea of perso-
nality gives us a standard of value—that  which
fortifies personality is good: that which weakens it
is bad. Art, religion and cthics must be judged from
the standpoint of personality.(+) But this persona-
lity or self cannot develop or fortify itself in isola-
tion. It can do so only in the context of the
totality of social relationships.  And here Igbal's

(*) Igbal in  [lroduction to  Prof. Nicholsan's transla-
lion of Scerets of the Seli— Ashral.
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“You created the night and 1 the lamp

You created mud, I made it into a wine-cup

You created deserts, mountains, wastelands

I made them into orchards, gardens, flower-beds”
(Dialogue between ‘Man and God’

-—Pj.'ﬂ”i ¢ Mash Hfj

(Message of the East)

As a corollary to this Igbal applied the
Muslim concept of “Tauheed’,—the unity or One-
ness of God to the unity of the terrestrial and the
celestial worlds, thus replacing the concept of
transcendence of God by His Immanence(1) and
obliterating the duality of sacred and secular,
spiritual and  material.  “The spirit ~ finds 1ts
opportunities in the natural, the material, the
secular.  All that is secular, therefore, is sacred in
the roots of its being”.

Further since the process of human evolution
through a progressive mastery over material forces
i« continnons and un-ending, it follows that the
only abiding clement in the cosmic scheme 1s
transition and change.

(1) Modern Islam in India and Pakistan—W.C. Emith—
Ashral,
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Only thus could this House be made deserv-
ing of the “vice-regent of God” on earth, Man.

Igbal is a humanist not only in the fm‘mal
but in the literal sense of the word : for him “n
form of reality is so pawerful so inspiring and su
beautiful as the spirit of man”. The fall of Adam
was not a falling from grace but the o pposite—
his elevation to the position of a “Co-worker with
God"(*) in the process of creation—a process
which is still continuing. For “our universe 1is
not a complete factor. It is still in the course of
formation and man has to take his share in it In
as much as he helps to bring order into a portion
of this chaos”.(*) The terrestrial world is as much
man-made as God-made with the difference that
while the creation of God-Nature or Matter—is
relatively static and immobile, the creative ener-
gies of man are geared to the dynamics of an
evolutionery process which is both timeless and
measureless.
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There are other worlds beyond the stars
Other testing grounds for the passion of love

Don't stay enmeshed in your (earthly) nights
ane days
There are other measures of time for vou in other
spaces (yonder)
—Bale- ffh:"r'r'f

(*) (Reconstruction of Religious thought in Islam—Ashral)
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were largely irrelevant to the social and ideo-
logical predicaments of his own people. He
devoutly believed that it was only the authority of
their own religion—Islam—and the sanction of
their own sanctified traditions—the life and say-
ings of the Prophet of Islam—that could truly
validate the message he carried.

And on these he focussed the searchlight of
his vision. Concurrently the Muslim mind had
to be liberated from the sterility of nearly hve
hundred years of social and intellectual torpor and
the tyranny of backward-looking, anti-intellectual
orthodoxy. As a first step, therefore, like the
prophets of old, he sought to cleanse the House
of God, of all false idols, of scribes and pharisces,
the obscurantist Mulla, the withdrawn mystic, the
charlatan and the demagogue.
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Why these curtains draped between the
Creator and his crecatures

Drive out of my Church, these elders of the
Church.

I am wary and displeased with these slabs of
precious marble.

Build me another sanctuary of humble mud

clay.
(God addressing the ;mgcls—ﬂnh*-ﬁhn'r'I
the wing of Gabriel)
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The downfall of the Muslim Moghal Empire, the
bloody reprisals that followed the uprisings against
British authority in 1857, the extinction of the
privileges, values and usages of the old feudal
order, the ascendancy of their non-Muslim com-
patriots to most available positions of power and
wealth sorely lacerated the collective mind. Ad-
versity had also made them kin to other Muslim
peoples beyond their borders who were similarly
afflicted, the Ottoman Turks, Arabs of the Middle
East, Libyans, Morrocans and Tunisians of North
Africa. They awaited a consoling and uplifting
voice to lead them out of their wilderness of des
pond. Leading voices of an earlier era, the timid
voice of liberal reformists urging them come to
terms with the alien ways of their British rulers
and the strident voice of religious divines exorting
them to reject the blandishments of the infidel and
return to the fold of ancestral tradition, no longer
appealed to the new intelligentsia. Igbal, the poet,
was far better attuned to the sources of their dis-
content and Iqgbal, the thinker, far better aware of
the nature of their intellectual and spiritual
malaise—of the giants of modernism and tradition
pulling at their wrists. He loved them both
wisely and too well. Over the years, he chiselled
out his answers to contemporary problems of
Indian Muslims, the Muslim peoples in general,
and of the abstract trimity of God, Man and
Nature.

While Igbal sympathised with and assimilat-
ed many elements from Western philosophic and
scientific thought, ¢.g., Hegel's concept of man and
history being ‘Man’s own Work’, Kant's critique
of pure reason, Marx's denunciation of capitalism
and class exploitation, Nietsches’ rejection of
liberal bourgeois morality and glorification of the
will to power, Bergson's defence of the validity of
intuitive knowledge, FEinstien's four-dimensional
time-spare continuum, etc., he considered that both
idealist and materialist philosophies of the West



MOHAMMAD IQBAL
A brief introduction for western readers.

—FAIZ AHMED FAIZ

“No man was ever yet a great poet’, wrote
that very discerning critic Coleridge, “without
being at the same time a great philosopher”. This
formulation may or may not be enurely accept-
able in the West but in the East, particularly
among the Muslim peoples, a succession of great
names bears if testimony—Jalaluddin Roomi
(1207-1273), Moslehuddin Saadi (d. 1313), Sham-
suddin Hafiz (d. 138g), Ibnul Hasan Khusrau
(1253-1325), Asadullah Khan Ghalib (1797-1869).
It is to the same distinguished line that the poet
Igbal (Doctor, Sir Shaikh Mohammad or “Allama”
Igbal. (1877-1938) as he is reverentially called,
unquestionably belongs. With this difference that
unlike some of his medieval predecessors he was
not only equipped with intensive education In
various philosophical schools, both ancient and
contemporary, but also commanded sufficient
prose in more than one language to articulate his
own answers to the problems of Reality with
logic and precision.

(*)Like all great “poets of affirmation”,
Dante, Milton, Goethe, Iqbal was no abstract
thinker. Like them he was closely involved with
the affairs of the social world around him and for
many successive generations of Muslims 1n the
Indo-Pakistan sub-continent, he was not the un-
acknowledged but the acknowledged law-giver for
the norms of their social, religious and political
thinking.

For the Muslim community of undivided
India, the closing decades of the 1gth century and
the early decades of the 20th, were a riod of
acute mental confusion and emotional distress.

(*) (V. G. KIERNAN—Introduction to Poems by Igbal-
John Murray).






