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Live So Beautifully

That if death is the end of all

God himself may be put to shame
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When Sir Mohammed Igbal, the most eminent among
Muslim poets, Philosophers came over for the Indian Round
Table Conferance in 1931, a little notice was taken of him.
He was a little sore that non of the English Philosophers
seemed aware of his presones in London. When in Paris, he
wrote to me later : " I met Bergason we had an exteramly
interesting conversation on philosophies subjects. Our
converse ....... lasted two hours. Bergason is old and very ill
he does not see people but was good enough to make
exception in my case". I wish some of our English
philosophers had given some of their time to this eminent

LA

visitor......
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My dea'-' Mr. Mieville,

1 am writing this to request you to kindly place
the encloeed memﬂ.rial befora His Excellency the Viceroy. !
wnen I had the privilege of meeting His Excellency a
snort time azo 1 drew his attention to some of the more
jnportant aspects of the matter; and His Excellsncy very
kindly told me thal he would finally decideiit about the
riai_dcile of April by which time His Excelisucy thought :
wae, the Bombay Presideccy States would come dirar:.tljr

under the Viceroy. The facts are well knmown 1o His

Excellency, &5 at one stsge of tae case their Excellenclies

Lord snd Lady illingdon took kindly interest in the

setter and brought sbout a settlement bDelween the perties.
I need nardly ssy thst the matter 1s r.‘mé of

=reat importence especiglly bDecause it involvee an
important point of the family law of Islam & WroLg

ceciginn of which by tne courts of cenjira naeYe caused

rave injustice to ihe petllioner-ine Begum Sentps of
= = ik ri

A
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' Janjira. Since His Excellency is now the only person who
can correct this injustice and the gquestion of Mohammadan
Lew involved 1s ‘a far reaching one, I shall be ready, 1I
Hig iZxcellency so desires, to personally explain the lega
agpect of the case to him. After a careful study of the
' question I have no doubdt in my mind that the deed of
divorce produced by the Stste 1s absolutely invalld
according to the Shis School of I!unhanmadaﬂ Law which .
must apoly to the present case. Detailed E?inians of
such learned lawyers as tre late &ir Mohsmmad Snaffi
and Sir Sulten Abmad are attached to this kemorial. II
His Zxcellency deems 1t necessary I shall be glad to
further explain the principle that the Law of Islam
protects the weaker party to the marrizge- a principle
which 1s precticelly the same as in the English Law.

L huslim woman belongirg to a particuler sa2ct cf Islam
does _n-:t, by the mere fact of marrisge, Lecome subject to
the law of nier nusband's sect If he khappens w Delong to
another sect. 1T the wife is= sllowed thus 10 nerge

ner personelity inic the personaliiy of her hushand .tnis

411 be & subtle fonmm of compulsior vmich: the law of Islan

Ty a o M foom et
CElliow recosnl2e in s0) Chape or Tomm, 52 1% ‘e
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Gokoose.
opposition to the express injunction of the Quran:
"No compulsion in matters of religion”
(Qoran sura II : 257)
gven a Jewlsh or a Christian woman marrying a Muslim
" pusgband (which marriage 1is perfectly valld according to
wiohammadean Law) does nofi, according to Mohammadan Law,
become subject to the Law of her husbend by the mere fact
of marrying & Muslim husband. It is obvious that the
position of a Muslim woman belonging to a particularsact
end marrying a buslim husband belﬂ'ﬂg'lng to_snother sect
cennot be worse then the nesition ol a Jewish or a
Christian woman marrying & huslim nusbend. indeed this
principle is based on justice, equity and good consclence
snd 1s not peculiar to Islam.
L:Jélrt fror the leggl espect of the matter the facls
of the case wher clesrly steted, ehow now unjustly His
: “ycellency's peritiorer has Deen treated by her husband and
the state. The facls arai-
1. In 1514 WLere was ab ag.t‘ee:ent petween the Stale
"“‘5}' end the hemorielist. Accoraing to this agreement
e e SRR : oz S
e AOLchoVes 8T ver gt ip the presence ol Taelr

Lot & :
Esre sfr%i.;icallee-cie.e s & Ledy 1llingdon the Segun

EE ey - o T . ~
a8 ellovned Is.3060/ - morthly ag malnidnence
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allowance with a guard of honour to be pruvided by
the State, and was required to surrender certain
Jewellery in her possession. .-:
2.,In 1515 there was another agreement which modified
f‘ﬁ,”"-“‘f. the agreement of 1914. According to this agreement
;‘::;Tfshe relinquished nier right to the maintenance
yﬁf‘?‘i% allowance as agreed in 1514, the Stzte agreeing to
provide tae guerd oI honour as agreed in the ssme
Year. &Hie¢ Turther sgreed to surrendez-* the Jjewellery

in her possession.
3.d1e surrendered the State Jewellery in accordance

with the above agreement.
4.1h¢e state heving refused tc pay for the gusrds of
nonour &s agre:ed e Bepum Hﬁ driven in 1922 to
Tfile s sult ili:ﬁJﬁl'ijiTE wourt Ior the esteblidimant
of irer right tc the guard of bBonour. Thereupon the
;' State produced Ior the first time a deedw{;f‘ divorce
i__,.;,,_:} purported to nave been executed by her lste huseband
e 2y, 1520-a dead sbeolutely invalid sccording to Shia

/" wew vhich,ss I Léve submitted Before, must apply in

Uie present cese.
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Ihe Iacts thus stated clearly show that the State

Authorities never handled the matter with clesn hands.
ey cleverly managed to get possession of the Jewellery
. 1n the possession ¢f the Begum, snd further got her to
relinguish her right to the maintensnce sllowance, leaving
her only the guard of honour. It seems a part of their
premeditated plen to hurl at her face an *llegal document
in case she iceisted on her claim to l.flE guard ﬂf nonour,
and to plead that the agresment of 1915 was .f.‘t.nr:mt. con-
sideration snd Lence urenforceasble at law, as though the
relinquishment oI Rs.3000/- by the petitioner was nov a
conzsidersgtion Tor the Zther ﬁarty Lo agree to providing
tie guaré ol honour o the Segum.

The pitiless injurtice of the vhole plan is quite
clegar, ena since the question riow to be settled is
2racilcally one of dlgnity only anG not one of inheritance~
Cleniiy of an innocent lady nf s respectable family whose
ar l.,e fault wae that ghe i ot become the mother of an

t L ine least doudt that His

LeEir 1o State, 1 GeVve Iint

creellency the Viceroy, vi% 2is cnavscteristic insisht,

|oF
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will see through the iniquitous pame played by the
State authorities, and correct the wrong thereby dene
o a lady who gave the best part of her 1ife to the
ruler of Janjira,snd whose only hope now lies in His

Zxcellency the Viceroy.

Yours sincerely,

[oF
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"Please also note that the author of this review
confuses my scheme with "Pakistan" , I propose to create
Muslim Province within the Indian Fedration, the Pakistan
scheme proposes a seprate federation of Muslim provinces
in the north-west of India outside the Indian federation and
directly related to England"
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Celebrating Igbal’s love for Mumbai & his muse

Mohammed iﬁ__:EE_: | Tam

Mumbai; In 1905, before he
satled for Enrope, the poet Al-
lama Igbal briefly stopped over
in the city Fromhis hotel in Co-
laba. Igbal strolled to Victoria
Terminus and drifted to a leafy
campus nearby where boys
played cricket. "What is this
building about?" Igbal asked.
“It's Anjuman-i-Islam, a school
Muslims have lounded.” a boy
replied. The poet compliment-
ed the city's love for education.

Over a century later, An-
juman-i-Islam has Joined
hands with the city to re:
member Igbal (1873-1938) on
his 70th death anniversary on
Apri 21, Apart from a lecture
on [ghal's Mumbai connec-
tion, the audience will be treat-
ed to a rendition of his ghaz-
als and nazams.

The creator of several stir-
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ring poems, including the pa-
triotic Saare Jahan Se Achcha,
Igbal celebrated Mumbai's cos-
mopolitanism in verse. “Igbal
visited Mumbai four times. His
conversation with local jour-
nalists and leaders show that
he liked the city alot.” says Ab-
dus Sattar Dalvi, director of
Anjuman-i-Islam’s Urdu Re-
search Institute.

On his way to the Round
Table Conference in London
in 1932, Igbal stayed at the
Khilafat House in Byculla.

When the editor of Khilafat
asked if he had a message for
their largely Muslim readers,
Igbal replied that he had:
“Live harmoniously with
your Hindu brothers."

One of Igbal's patriotic po-
ems is Naya Shivala (New Tem-
ple}, which attacks fanatics
among the Hindus and the Mus-
lims. To the former, who accuse
him of not loving the mother-
land. Igba! says, “Pathar ki
moorion mein samfha hai tu
khuda hai/ Khake watan ka mu-

Jhko har zarra devta hai (You
think pod resides only in stone
idols/But to me. every particle
of the country’s soil is a deity)”.

Lofty ideals like multicul-
turalism apart, Igbal loved
Mumbai for a very personal
reason: his beloved, Atia Faizi,
lived here. Faizi, an Urdu wri-
ter whom Igbal met at Ca-
mbridge, had completely
charmed the poet with her
beauty and intelligence. The
numerous letters they ex-
changed are a testimony of
Igbal’s love for her. “Once Atia
threw a lavish party in Igbal’s
‘honour at her Malabar Hill
home. The two were seen shar-
ing jokes and laughing a lot,”
says Dalvi who is planning a
new book on Iqbal.

Proud of his Kashmiri Bra-
hmin roots, Iqbal is known to
have introduced a new rhythm
in his prolific body of Urdu

and Persian work. After Par-
tition, Pakistan tried to hijack
Igbal, hailing him as their
founder-thinker. The airport
in Lahore and numerous oth-
er monuments are named af-
ter him. But many political
scholars, including the late
Rafiq Zakaria, have repeated-
ly said that Iqbal was not pro-
Partition and that he died in
1938 before the idea of Pak-
istan became popular. Zakaria
had said while it is true that
in a 1930 speech the poet did.
propose a separate Muslim
pr __uE:nm within _.._.__m munrmu.
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