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"(After a careful consideration of the claims of the
different candidates, and the works actually required
from the readers, it was resolved unanimously to
recommend to the Syndicate that Shaikh Muhammad
Igbal, B.A., who has passed M.A, Examination in
philosophy this year, and who stood frist in Arabic both
in the B.A. and Intermediate Examination be appointed to
the post of Mcleod- Punjab Arabic Readership)".
(Appendix III to the Proceedings dated the 23rd June, 1899)
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(The term of Appointment of Chaudri Ali Gauhar, M.A,
as Mcleod Arabic Reader, and M. Mohammad Ali, M.A,
as Patiala Translater, having expired, Shaikh Muhammad
Igbla, M.A,, and M. Barkat Al Khan, M.A., were on the
13th and 16th May, 1899 appointed to their respective
posts)".
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(Read Letter No.6, Dated the 10th January, 19001 from
the principal Oriental College, forwarding an application
of Sh. Muhammad Igbal M.A, Mcleod reader. for leave
without allowances, with effect from the 4th January,
1901 the leave applied for was granted, and the
following arrangement, approved by the Vice- Chancellor,
was sanctioned:
That during the absence of Shaikh Muhammad Igbal, M.A.,
Maulvi Feroz-ud-Din, B.A., should be engaged to teach
the class in philosophy one hour a day, and Lala Oudh
Marain, B.A., the classes in History and political
economy two hours a day and that they be paid one-third
and two-thirds respectively of salary of the Reader.

(Syndicate Proceedings, dated the |7th January, 1901,
para 4, page 2)
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(Officiating Assistant Professor of English, Government

College, Lahore.)
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The appointment of Maulvi Niamat Khan, BA. to the
post of Patiala Translator and the re-appointment of
Shaitkh Muhammad Igbal, M.A, to that of Mcleod Arabic
Reader, as recommended by sub committee appointed l;}

consider application were approved. page, 2.)
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("An application from Sh. Muhammad Iqbal for four
months leave without pay, till the end of September
1903, on the ground of his being employed at the

Government College, was granted)".
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("Read an application from Shaikh Muhammad Ighal
M.A. Mcleod Arabic Reader, Oriental College,
Lahore, for leave without pay, until the 3lst March,
1904.The application Wwas granted)"”.
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(It is impossible to forget him, so great is the intensity
of the impression which he has left upon our minds. It 1s
no exaggeration to say that it was his personality alone
which turned our attention to the American people and
their .noble and disinterested character. We in India do
not make many distinctions: He was a Canadian, but 10
us he was an American. I believe it Is through Dr.
Stratton’s influence that some: people here are thinking
of joining American Universities, and I am one of them’).
(Letters from India, by A.W. Stratton, with a memoir by his
Wife: London 1908; p. 314).
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(Read a letter from Shaikh Muhammad Igbal, M.A;
requesting the payment 6t' Rs. 150/- as remuneration
for revising the Urdu translation of Ladd’s Primer
of Psychology. The Syndicate decided that Shaikh
Muhammad Iqbal be paid Rs. 150/- on his revising
the Proofs for publication, this being considered
part of his duty (Page 2)
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(Read a letter from Shaikh Muhammad Igbal stating
his readiness to read the proof sheets of the Urdu
translation of Ladd’s Psychology, but requesting the
payment of the Rs. 150/- at once. This request was not
granted. The question being raised as (o who should
translate the first five pages of this work, which being
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specimen work, had not been returned to the office and
could not be traced, it was resolved that Muhammad Igbal

should translate these pages, and be paid for them at the
L5

same rate originally voted for the whole work). (page 4)
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Muhammad lgbal  from  the  18th  October 02, w the end ol
March., 1903, s#nd  thor M. Firoz-ud:-Din, DA, should  be
appointed tar avt i his iy during the L s
Moleod Pun jab Arabic Remder,
d u“'u:( e /-’,, __,J,l _Jr £ _.;t,, e = elAWT) Mt & L S ] k__::--~:" =A
Stk 25 Fald b et Ll f = di— J J5 B S U £ H',;”
i et £ o L B3 P £ S
(hy 1902, Shikh  Mubammad  lgbal - owas appoanted  Addinonal
Proftessor  of  Enghish  Tor & perud of  six Months  (p. 15
(37 1903, Shaikh Muhammad Igbal was resappornted on the ded dune
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I am writing to tell you with how much pleasure, I
have been reading your poems. Have you not changed
your position very much? Surely, in the days when we
used to talk philosophy together, you were much more of

a Pantheist and Mystic i+
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Nationalism in the sense of love of one’s country and
even readiness 10 die for its honour is a part of the
Muslim’s faith : it comes into conflict with Islam only
when it begins to play the role of a political concept
and claims to be a principle of human solidarity
demanding that Islam should recede to the* background
of a mere private opinion and cease to be a living
factor-in the national life,

(Speeches, Writings and Statements of lqba],
Latif Ahmed sherwani, Lahore 1977, P.197)
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Il is, therelore, clear that society has a life-stream ol its own. The
idea that it is merely the sum of its existing individuals is essentially
wrong, and conscquently all projects of social and pohitical relorm
which procced on this assumption must undergo  carclul re-
examination. Society is much morce than its existing individuals: 1t 1s
in ils nature inlinite: it includes within its contents the innumerable
unborn generations which, though they ever lie beyond the limits of
immediate social vision, must be considered as the most important
portion of a living community. Recent biological rescarch has
revealed that in the successlul grouplife it is the future which must
always control the present; to the species taken as o whole, its
unborn members are perhaps more real than its exiting members
whose immediate interests are subordinated and even sacriliced 1o
the Tuture interests ol that unborn inlinity which slowly discloses
itsell from generation to gencration. To this remarkable revelation
of biological truth the social and political reformer cannot allord 1o
remain indilferent. Now it is Irom  this stindpoint—Irom  the
standpoint of the future that 1 wish to test the worth ol our present

social actuvity.
(The Muslim Community— A Sociological Study, Bazmi-i- Igbal,
1994, P. 3)
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(1) The essential difference between the Mushim community and
other communitics of the world consists in our peculiar conceplion
ol nationality. 1t is not the unity of language or country or the
identity of cconomic interest that constitutes the basic principle of
our nationality. 1t is because we all believe in a certain view ol the

universe and participate in the same historical tradition that we are

L]

members of the society founded by the Prophet of Islam (P.B.U.H)
l<lam abhors all material limitations, and bases its nationality on a
purely abstract idea, objectilied in a potentially expansive group ol
conerete personalities. 1L is not dependent for its life-principle on the
character and genius of a particular people, in its essence 1L 1s non-
temporal, non-spatial.

The Arab race the original creation of Islam, was certainly a great
factor in ils political cxpansion, but the c¢normous wealth of
literature & thought-manifestations of the higher life of the spirit has
been the work ol chictly non-Arabian races. It secems as if the birth
ol Islam was only a momentary [lash of divine consciousness in the
life-history of the Arab race; the working of its spiritual potentialities
was due to the genius ol peoples other than the Arabs. The essence
of Islam. then, being purely ideal, it could not accept any objective
principle—such as country—as a principle of nationality. The
territorial  conception ol nationality, which has been so much
exaggerated in modern times bears within itself the germs ol its own
destruction. The idea of modern nationalism has certainly functioned
usclully in lorming smaller political units, and creating a healthy
rivalry among them which has contributed so much to the varicty ol
modern civilisation. But the idea is apt 1o be exaggerated, it has
created a great deal of misunderstanding ol international motives, 1t
has opencd up a vast lield for diplomatic intrigue, and tends Lo
ignore, the broad human c¢lement in art and litcrature by
emphasising the peculiar traits and characteristics ol particular
peoples. To my mind the feeling of patriotism which the national
idea evokes is a kind ol derclication of material object, diametrically

opposed o the essence ol I1slam which appeared as a protest against
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all the subtle and coarse Torms ol idolatory. 1 do not, howdver, mean
(o condemn the feeling of patriotidm. Pcoples whose solidarity
depends on a territorial basis are perlectly justificd in that feching,
But | certainly do mean to attack the conduct ol thosc who while
they recognise the great value of a patriotic fecling i the lormation
of a peoples character, vet condemn our Asabivyval, (=) which
they miscall fapaticism. We arce as much justilicd in our Asabiyvat as
thev are in their Patriotism. For what is Asabiyvat! Nothing but the
principle of individuation working in the case ol a group. All lorms
ol life are more or less fanatical and ought 1o be so if they care lor
their individual or colleetive lile. And as a matter of fact all nations
are lanatical, Criticise @ Frenchman’s religion; you do not very much
rouse his Teelings: since vour eriticism does not touch the life
principle ol his nationality. But eriticise his civibsation, his country,
or the corporate behaviour ol the pation in any sphere ol pohitical
activity and you will bring out his inmate Fanaticism. The reason is

that his nationality does not depend on his religious beliel; it has a

pcographical basis——his country. His Asabiyvat is then justly roused
when vou eriticise the locality which he has idealised as the essential
principle ol his nationality. Our position, however, s cssentially
different. With us nationality is a pure idea; it has no objective basis.
Our only rallving-point, as a people, is a Kind of purcly subjective
agreement inoa eertian view ol the world. 1 then our Asabiyyat IS
rouscd when our religion s criticised, [ think we are as much
justified in it as a Frenchman is, when his country is denounced. The
fecling in cach case is the same though associated with different
objects. Asabivvat is patriotism for religion; patriotism Asabivyat lor
country. Asabiyvat simply mcans a strong fechng for onc's own
nationality and does not necessarily imply any lecling of hatred
against other nationalities.

(The Muslim Community P.4.5)
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The point that 1 have tried to bring out in the above rerffarks is, (hut
Islam has a far deeper significance for us than merely religious. i
has a peculiarly national mcaning, so that our communal lile s
unthinkable without a lirm grasp ol the Islamic Principle. The idew
of Islam is, so (o speak, our ¢ternal home or country wherein we live,
move and have our being. To us it is above cverything clse, as
England is above all to the Englishman and "Deutschland uber alles”
lo the German. The moment our grasp of the Islamic principle is

loosened the solidarity of our community is gone.

(The Mushm Community P.0)
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The unity of religious beliel on which our com munal lifc depends, 1s
supplemented by the uniformity of Mushm culture. Mere beliel in
the Islamic principle, though exceedingly important, 1s not sulficient.
In order Lo participate in the life of the communal sell the individual
mind must undergo a complete  transformation, and  this
transformation is sccured, externally by the institutions of Islam, and
internally by that uniform culture which the intellectual encrey ol
our forcfathers has produced. The more you reflect on the history ol
the Muslim community the more wonderful does it appear lrom the
day of its foundation up to the beginning of the 16th century. For
almost a thousand vears this cnergelic race was busy i the all-
absorbing occupation ol political expansion. Yet in this storm ol
continuous activity the Muslim world found time Lo uncarth the
treasures of ancient science, 1o make material additions to them, 1o
build a literature of unique character, and above all to develop a
comprehensive system of law, probably the mosl valuable legacy that
Muslim civilisation has left us. Just as the Muslim community docs
nol recognise any ethological dillerences and aims at  the

subsumption of all races under the universal idea ol humanity, so
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our culture is relatively universal, and is not indebted, for its life and
srowth 1o the genius ol one particular people. Persia is perhaps Lthe
principal factor in the making of this culture. I you ask me what is
the most important event in the history of Islam, I shall immediately
answer— the conquest of Persia, The battle of Nehawand gave 10
the Arabs not only a beautilul country, but also an ancienl people
who could construet a new civilisation out ol the Semitic and the
Arvan material. Our Muslim civilisation s u product of the cross-
lertilisation of the Semitic and the Aryan ideas. It inherits the
wltness and refinement ol its Aryan mother and the sterling
character ol its Semitie lather,

(The Muslim Community, P.7)
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The various types of ¢haracter, however, that become popular in a
community do not appear haphazard. Modern sociology teaches us
Ut the moral experience ol nations obeys certain delinite laws. In
primitive socictics where the struggle [or existence is extremely keen
and draws more upon man’s physical rather than intellectual
qualitics 1t s the valant man who becomes an object of universal
admiration and imitation. When, however, the struggle relaxes and
the peril is over, the valourous type is displaced, though not al-
together, by what Giddings calls the convivial type, which takes a due
Jhare in all the pleasures ol lile, and combines in itsell the virtues of
liberality, aencrosity and good [cllowship. But these two types of
character have o tendeney o become reckless, and bv way ol
reaction against them appears the third great type which holds up
the ideal of sell=control, and is dominated by a more serious view ol
e, In so Tar as the evolution of the Muslim community in India 1s
concerned. Temuer represented the lirst type. Babar combined the

lirst and the second, Jahangir embodied pre-eminently the seeond,
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while the third type was loreshadowed in Alamgir whose lile and
activity forms, in my opinion, the starting point i the growth ol
Muslim nationality in India. To those whose knowledge ol Alamgir 15
derived from the western interpreters ol Indian history, the name of
Alamgir is associated with all sorts ol cruelty mtolerance, treachery
and political intrigue. 1 shall be drifting away from the mamn point ol
this lecturce il 1 undertake o show, by a right interpretation ol
contemporary history, the legitimacy of motive that guided Alamgir’s
political life. A eritical study ol his lifc and times has convinced me
that the charges brought against him are based on a
misinterpretation  of  contemporary lacts, and a complete
misunderstanding of the nature of social and political lorces which
were then working in the Muslim State. To me the ideal of
character, foreshadowed by Alamgir is cssentially the Muslim type of
character, and it must be the objeet ol all our education to develop
that type. I it is our aim (o sccure a continuous lile of the
communitly we must produce a type of character while at all costs,
holds fasts Lo its own, and while it readily assimilates all that 1s good
in other types, it carefully excludes from its life all that is hosule to
its cherished traditions and institutions.

(The Muslim Community P8 )

During the last fifty years or so, the work ol cducation has absorbed
almost all our energics. It is not improper to ask whether we have
been following any delimite educational deal, or only working lor
immediate ends without giving a thought o the future. What kind ol
men have we turned out? And is the quality of the output calculated
lo secure a continuous life of such a peculiarly  constructed
commuziiy as our own?........ Now I wish you to look at and judge the
value oi cur educational achievement from this standpoint. In the
modern Muslim  youngman we have produced a specimen of
character whose intellectual life has absolutely no background ol
Mushm culture without which, in my opimon, he s only hall a

Muslim or even less than that provided his purcly seeular education



has left his religious behiel unshaken, He has been allowed, 1 am
alraid, to assimilate western habits of thought 1o an alarming extent,
a constant study ol western literature, to the entire negleat ol the
collective experience of his own community, and has, I must frankly
say, thoroughly de-Muslimised his mental life, No community, | say
without any [car ol contradiction, has produced so very noble types
ol character as our own; yel our youngman who is deplorably
iznorant of the life-history ol his own community, has to go 1o the
greal personalties ol western history lor admiuration and guidance,
Intellectually he is a slave 1o the West, and consequently his soul 1s
lacking in that healthy cgoism which comes from a study ol ones own
history and classics. In our educational enterprise we have hardly
realisced the truthy which experience 1s now forming upon us, that an
undivided devotion to an alien culture 15 a kind of imperceptible
conversion to that culture, a conversion which may involve much
more serious conscquences than conversion to a new rehigion. No
Muslim writer has expressed this truth more pointedly than the poet
Akbar who, alter surveying the present intellectual Tife of the

Muslim youngman, crics out in despair:

& Ty & ot JI ¥ iy &

We now sec that the fears ol the (Shaitkh merhum) (2, 5.{ the
representative ol the essentially Muslim culture who waged o bitter
controversy with the late Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan on the question of
Western cducation were not guite groundless, Need T sav that our
cducational product 15 a standing testimony 1o the grain of truth
contained i the Shatkh Marhum’s contention? Gentlemen, 1 hope
vou will exeuse me for these straightforward remarks. Having been
in close touch with the student life of today for the last ten or !u;u!vu
vears, and tecaching o subject closely related to religion, 1 think, |
have got some claim to be heard on this point. It has been my

painful experience that the Mushm student’s ignorance ol the social,
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thical and political ideals that have dominated the mind ol his
communily, is spiritually dead; and that if the present state ol aflairs
is permitted o continue for another twenty years the Muslim spiril
which is now kept alive by a few representatives of the old Muslim
cultufe, will entircly disappear from the life ol our community.
Those who laid it down as a fundamental principle that the
oducation of the Muslim child must begin with the study ol the
Quran—no matter whether he understands it or nol—were
certainly much more sensible of the naturc ol our community than
we claim to be. Economic considerations alone ought not to
determine our activity as a people, the preservation of the unity of
the community, the continuous national life is a lar higher ideal than
the service of merely immediate cnds. To me a Mushim of scanty
means who possesses a really Muslim character. is much more
valuable national asset than a high-salaricd, Iree-thinking graduate
with whom Islam, far [rom being a working principle ol lile, 1s
merely a convenient policy in order to securc a greater share in the
loaves and fishes of the country.”

(The Muslim Community, P. 10,11)
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present  working  in the Muslim  Community. Do not he
misled by  the half-serious tone of  his utterances;  he
wkeeps  his tears  weiled in  youthful laughter. and will not
admit you nto  his  workshop  until you come with a
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