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| £ HaIf Wa,y to Heaven (The story of the St. Bemard)

Wt )"s.f;uVU'uJJP
: "Four Huudred year later an alpme hospice founded by
edictines was' dcstroyed by the Saracens. :

" " had come to feel there 1 never would be 2 an ‘hour that
wasnot, planned for 1ri¢ momient by momen "

- Anton nodded "You were nght about that Our time
here is planned But training for rescue and WOl’k with the
~dogs are. "art of any usual day. It is only durmg retreat the
- maronniets tike over most of our outsxde duties.
Maronmers'?“
"TheLayBromer "
"Whyare lay brothers called maronmers, Anton?"
- Tt's a long word for Moots."
"But there are no Moors here,"Said Joseph Puzzled.
"Once there were. They were converts who came to serve here
under St. Bernard. The name's been used ever Since."
- "But when the retreat ends things will be changed. We, Too
May be outside in the snow soon?

L UL’JJMJJLC..L.J”A_ ﬁt}k‘ lr_-z"_/:lf(_f c..Jr UJ ufJJ:J:I
(Deg A5
LS wu.ﬁ.:_u“/uﬁ (ST LGPt
Ay O u‘é_fw)i.zbf'/u?c.
l.h. PIIda 1St of calilly o eml a1l
Shata ik b g eaStill dale Lo ly cheadd
SRS YT 4 b dnr}"‘._,tﬂ w@ué
(). a..blic_ Py} J Ustnazrdl (f & Usfu"
ALy
waath o laff S5 Bae el dal glisle o
“ayad yLisa Jiga aalisla | Sols sadl s o

_AJU'M.MKJIJLJJMJU’&}lé.bbﬂ’uﬂ;d):ﬁ.}“/f

_Jq.)d’.ﬁd{ 5 4 f_:.lfwl-.:"_uj b
' (rﬂ",’,;l‘)gﬁ'ﬂ fdll Sl dsay ﬁc'.u“ INTE AW |
-4.;/&.._?0’#9’ g Eartlacbr I Lo dﬁTJIé.}L‘»?
r.l'l aff ke bt 3la '

(flﬁa.p L(L.alﬂrgU'U’,(r)“ élﬂ;p Wi

& lﬁwle‘_p l

oot UKL Pt SR sl o
-c.u" ﬁﬂu/(f IZ/JVJJ’)'LJILJJ:LHL(J(}'

by b B S o R P L am
PRS0 L}/‘pr& uU"u ,‘/ JJ’I/_;V,?;..M
2 L b AL E S gL T
"Strange Isliamic state encapsulated within a wholly

Christian land" 4




9

| ".&bét«‘!‘*-"-tfu’ﬁ'#e'd?'.:

and followed him.

~ To Joseph the: stozm without became the storm wh;ch
had enveloped St. Bernard. He shivered in it. the fear of the
people was one with his fear,

- - And finally, the Abbe's story went , the storm having
done its worst and won no victory, it subsided and the thunder
was. qmeted and the sun came out. And all about there was the
glory we. to.see sometimes in one of nature's sudden changes.

* Bemard, making the sign of the Cross, came on to the Pldin of
Jupiter, and the Demon saw him and was afraid and tried to

- hide. But Bernard knew him for what he was, evil inarnate,
and ordered him in the name of the Trinity never to harm
anyone again and locked him forever in a glacier. And he
flung on to the ground the great statue of Jupiter and in its

' place he put a Cross which he made from two sticks.

Then from secret hiding places the Saracens came out,

" begging for forgiveness and mercy. And Bernard told them of

the God of light and Iove and that He had hallowed this place

and that no evil deed should be dene here ever again. 5
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19th Century Historian J. T. Reinaud drawing on the

accounts of the period observes " On saw ample evidence foth

comming for the oft-repeated saying tht one Muslim was

encugh to put thousand (Franks) to flight” This is a strange

claim to ma’e about a motly band of "Plrates" as the frankish

historian often discribed them. 6
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anally there came a da' ms ‘staggered

assat}ants They were: in Pame

"The: Moers‘?“ Saidn Bernard, Saracensf?"

"Father, we think not any human hand, We:tell you the
old , old stories are teue. The pass is a place of demons We
saw the evil spirits as we fled... we ﬁe;_ﬁr&‘fheu-laughter mock
us.”

Men or devils, thay shall not hold the pass -aj;y:l_bn‘ggr_." ‘
The Archdeacon Spoke whith magnificence which thrifled his
listeners. In attire, Father Bernard in his worn black robe did
not resemble at all the dashing young noble with his sword
who had arrived at the Cathedral years before In appearance,
he was more impressive than ever. Tall and commanding, he

_ towered now over those who gathered to listen. Bit they were

not enough. He called to others to join him in an effort to right
this great evil. With the crowd trailing at his heels he went to
the Bishop.

-Gladly will i give you my blessing," the Bishop told
him. "But where w1ll you get your men? You sill need an
army. Who will go?"

Everyone will go?" Bernard replied. -

But it appeared that he was mistaken. All agreed w1th

him that the evil was great and should be destroyed. Bit it.

Bernard told them. How beckoned them on. Lightning
flashed among the peaks, its glare illuminating scenes of
horror, The thunder rocked the great crags. Bit still Bernard
strode forward....his robe belted about his waist, his
shoulders squared, his eyes triumphant. And by the light of

the flashes the people saw him, and they were heartened - l

i
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Most authontles regard tenth centurey Cordoba as the

finest: example of Moorish civilization in Spain. A part from
boasting 700 mosques, 900 baths, 300000 houses and a

~ population of half million, Corodoba also on tained many fine

gardens an palacé_s and a library of 400,000 manuscripts. More

did its wonders and there.

"Cordoba was also the scientific centre of Europe in
the Middle Ages. The Christian Kings and nobles who were
gravely ill or needed an operation came to the physicians of

 Cordoba for treatment. Their surgeons understood the uss of
anaesthetics, and operations for cataracts and preassure on the
brain were said to have been performed successfully on many
occasions. Medicine, botany, chemistry, physics, mathematics,
astronomy, geography and Greek philosophy were, but a few -
of the field in which the savants fo Cordoba excelled, Algebra
was almost entirely an inventaion of the Moors, as was
spherical trigonométry. They broought to Europe their Arabic
‘numerals which were infinitely easier to use than the clumsy -
numerals of the Romans....." (Spain, The root and the Flower,
Page 56) . ' i
. The Reconquista, as Salvador de Madanaga is at pains
to explam, was mainly a conflict between religions and
| civilizations rather than bewween peoples of leﬁ‘erent races.
Nor is this suprisiing when one rersembers that Al Andalus
(Andalusih) contained no only Moslems of Eastemn origin but
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also Spanish Moslems, Mozarabes (Christians by faith) and
even independent Christian jords. Furthermore it was
bilingual, whith the upper classes speaking Arabic while the
lower classes -- whatever their race or creed —knew only
Romance. !3
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In 1595 so Al-Hajri tells us, he has been living in
Granada in the house of one of the well connected e¢lite
community of Morisces allowed to remain in that city. He was
clearly not the only Morisco to have returned to the city. We
find him having dealings with other. "Illegal immigrants" -
(They are even more a anyious then he is to avoid calling
attention to themselves). The passage on which I wish to focus
finds him in the company of one Muhammad Ibil-Asi (Ameber
of a very distiguished Cramodan family). Muhammad was
actually giving a arabic lesson to z{present in the arch-bishop's
entourage, and this was taking the form of reading allowed in

. Arabic from a printed book .......... That make it highly probale

that the Malodonaolo (Priest) who was taking an arabic lesson
in 1595 was the about. 14
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Some became nobles millitary leaders and other

~ respectables professionals in Royal countries.
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There is now no one in the city who is not a chnst:lan
and all mosques are churches"26
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These nine islamie centuries were glorious and they made he

" rest of Europe look pale and barbarous by comparism. (22)
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As the chés with me she gan to pleye
With hir false ‘draghhtes dyvers.
She stal on me and tok my fers

arid when I sawgh my fers awaye -
Allas I kout he no longer playe (651-56) 28
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Letters to the monarch tell...How Alhama’s city fell;
In the fire the scroll he threw..And the messenger he slew.

Woe is me, Alhamal... (28-A)
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"Islamic Revewel in Iberia and Lation Amarica"
(Journal) Islamic Studies November 1991 Islamabad
(page 109) T. B. Irving
i '23- Approch to the History of Andora Lida Vilia. Page 15

23- A Blood and Faith . Muslim Carr Newpress london Page (IX)

24- Servents of Allah. African Muslims Ensloved in Syrian

A Deuf . University Press New york.
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25- Muslims in Spain . L. P. Havuey Page 277-278 1500 to
1614 University of elicagopress Chicago and
London.2005

26~ Moors in the Euvopean Renaissance Ta Neer
~ Foundation.

27- Moors in the Euvopean Renaissance Ta Neer
Foundation.
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7-  The Alps . A Cultural History Andrew Beaule (page 36)
7-A The Alps . A Cultural History Andrew Beaule (page 36)
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It is not surpriéing therefore, that the Moriscose in the
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followed by were replaced by 12500 families from Galicia,

_ Asturias, Leon and Burgos who were unfortunately, no match

for the Moriscos, whom they followed. Thus the province of
Granada lost its most advanced and most indusrious workers,

a disaster from which it was never to recover, 104
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¥¢  Arab dress was also worn by Sr. Fernando and

archbishop Rodrego Jimenz of Rozda (Rottha). Like the
Moors, the Spanish chritians kept their women Jcalously_
sequestere and veiled" Though the Christian rulers didnot dare-
to install harms openly like the Muslims rulers they had
concubins guarded by gratings and duenas. Alfanso VI had

had five wives among whom was a Muslim lady Zubaydah by

name. (Muslim Spain asociilogical Study S.M. Imamuddin Pg 192)

¥  In hatered and disgust the Moriscos were prohibited

~ from taking baths and the Christian public were- discourged
* from practicing this Arab custom. The Moriscos resisted the

closure and destruction of their barhs and one of the
erypto-Muslims, Frandcisco Nunez Muley, a convertered
Christian Chief had the courage to protest against the royal
mandate in the following words, "The baths ewere built for the

cleanliness of the body and to say that couples get together

there is not to be believed; for where so many people go, there

-can be no secret... There have always been baths throughout

all the Provinces and if at one time they were taken away in
Castile, it was because the baths weakened the flesh and the
spirit of the men for war. The men who was born in this
kingdom of Granada have no need to fight nor do the women
meet to have strength but rather to be clean; if they donot wash
in the bath where then are they to go and bathe (Musthpama
socialogical Study S.M. Imamuddin Pg 210)
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