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"It is with the greatest pain that 1 am
writing this letter 1o you. I have watched
the activities of our Mushm Delegation
from the very beginning. Their secret
rivarlies. the itrigues or even disloyalty of
come of the members have pained me very
much. Disgusted with such behaviour I am
extremely sorry to inform you that from
today 1 shall have nothing 10 do with what
must be described as a shadow cabinet of
the Muslim De]cgatinn."(")
*'m"’"i'qrfg;*‘?11;JFL?L"L_Q5JLA'#ff
:!:‘; jﬁJ :'_.l 1;51 =Ml Jw'b ' "ﬁ :‘.'...-'f Jabes gL
A r}lﬂ-ﬁmg_y;
"Thanks for your letter which I
received a moment ago. I am sorry 10 tell
you that 1 felt extremely pessimistic about
Muslim demands in England and that state

of mind still continues. Experience has
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taught me that very few men should be
trusted.

As 1o your proposed deputation [ do not
wish to say anything for the present. As vou
know I shall be presiding over the
deliberations of the coming conference at
Lahore. I must. I think. reserve my views as
to what the Muslims of India should do
now that their demands have received
practically no attention from the

Premier."("™)
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Keeps us 1n close contact with the
behaviour of Reality. and thus sharpens our
inner perception for a deeper vision of
1l..... The truth i1s that all search for
knowledge is essentially a form of prayer.
The scientific observer of Nature is a kind
of mystic seeker in the act of prayer..... This
alone will add to his power over Nature and
give him that vision of the total infinite
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Islam ruled by three main forces and they
concentrated their whole energy on creating
a revolt against these forees:

. Mullaism.—The ulama have
always been a source of great strength to
Islam. But during the course ol centuries.
especially since the destruction of Baghdad,
they became extremely conservative and
would not allow any freedom of [jtihad, r.e..
the forming of independent judgement in
matters of law. The Wahabi movement
which was a source of inspriation to the
nineteenth century Muslim reformers was
really a revolt against this rigidity of the
ulama. Thus the first objective of the
nineteenth century Muslim reformers was a
fresh orientation of the faith and a freedom
to reinterpret the law in the light of
advancing experience.

2. Mysticism.—The masses of
Islam were swayed by the kind of
mysticism which blinked actualities.

enervated the people and kept them steeped
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in-all kinds of superstition. From its high
state as a force of spiritual education
mysticism had fallen down to a mere means
of exploiting the ignorance and the
credulity of the people. It gradually and
invisibly unnerved the will of Islam and
softened 1t to the extent of seeking relief
lrom rigorous discipline of the law of
Islam. The nineteenth century reformers
rose in revolt against this mysticism and
called Muslims to the broad daylight of the
modern world. Not that they were
materialists. Their mission was to open the
cye of the Muslims to the spirit of Islam
which aimed at the conquest of matter and
not flight from it.

3. Muslim Kings.—The gaze of
Muslim Kings was solely fixed on their
own dynastic interests and so long as these
were protected, they did not hesitate to sell
their countries to the highest bidder. To
prepare the masses of Muslims for a revolt

against such a state of things in the world



92

of Islam was the special mission of Syed

: : . sl X))
Jamal-ud-Din Afghani.

- "" -
- T - | L 1 A 1 |
U e (30, H:.:.-b::‘-;:’g:'ﬁ.- - W) T o

(1) The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Lahore,

1996, P.73
(2) Ibid. p.73.Tranlsation of both the extracts, by Shehzad

Ahmad 1s as follows:-
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(3) Vamd. S A.. (Editor). Thoughts and Reflections of 1rbal,
Lahore. 1973, Pp.278-279.Urdu Translanon of the Extract.. by

Latf Ahmad Sherwam 1s as under:-
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"To address this session of the
All-India Muslim League you have selected
a man who is not despaired of Islam as a
living force for freeing the outlook of man
from its gecographical limitations, who
believes that religion is a power of the
utmost impuitance in the life of individuals
as well as States, and finally who believes
that Islam is itself a Destiny and will not
suffer a destiny. Such a man cannot but
look at matters from his own point of

view." (P.163)
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"The decade of twenties is regarded

by the historians as pace-setter for the

events which followed 1n the thirties and

forties on the political scene in India. The
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decade began with the demonstration of
unprecedented harmony in the Hindu-
Mushm relations but as 1t unfolded itself
the harmony was replaced by conflict and
conflagration. Soon the two communities
stood wide-apart never to unite oo,
The rise of Hindu extremism under the
banner of Mahasabah and Arya Smaj had
come to stay. It questioned the newly
established tradition of separate electorate
tor Muslims and their right to live and
flourish within the folds of Islamic
culture. Wor ¢ still the Indian National
Congress. threatened by the ever
increasing popularity of Mahasabah
among Hindu masses, was beginning to
yield to the demands of extremist politics.
By 1927 it had acquired many a stances of
the Mahasabah, and a year later in the
constitutional structure proposed by
Pandit Mot Lal Nehru and adopted by
Congress despite the strongest possible

Muslim opposition, the views of



98

Mahasabah about Muslim separatism were
eminenty reflected. The Round Table
Conference of 1930 was of no solace 1o
Muslims either: it too echoed the Moul
[.al formula which had practically dened
safeguards to the Muslim minority in the

future constituional structure ol India.”
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"Nor should the Hindus fear that the

creation of autonomous Muslim States will



100

mean the introduction of a kind of rehgious
cule in such States. The truth is that Islam 15
qot a church. It is a State conceived as @
contractual organism long before Rousscau
ever thought of such a thing and animated
by an ecthical ideal which regards man nol
1< an earth-rooted creature, defined by this
or that portion ol the carth. but as spiritual
being understood 1n terms of a social
mechanism and possessing rights and
duties as a living being in that mechanism.”
lP—lT_"].
_.Jw-«'w pes § L mring LN o o
r'LLT'r_.l,_,“""' ; !"i'* '.u-r/’
"A community which is inspired by
feelings of ill-will towards other
communities is low and ignoble. I entertain
the highest respect for the customs, laws,
religious and social institutions of other
comunities. Nay, it is my duty according to
the teaching of the Quran, even 10 defend
their places of worship, if need be. Yet |

love the communal group which is the
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source ol my life and behaviour and which
has formed me what [ am by giving me its
religion, its literature. its thought, its
culture and thereby recreating its whole
past as a hiving operative factor in my

present conscrousness.” (P-169).
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"I therefore demand the formation ol a
consolidated Muslim State in the best
interest of India and Islam. For India 1t
means security and peace resulting from an
internal balance of power: for Islam an
opportunity to rid iteself of the stamp that
Arabian imperialism was forced to give it
to mobilize its law, its education, its
culture. and to bring them into closer
contact with its own original spirit and with
the spirit of modern times."(P.173)
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“The faith which you represent
recognises the worth of the individual. and
disciplines him to give away his all to the
service of God and man. Its possibilities are
not yet exhausted. It can still create a new
world where the social rank of man is not
determined by his caste or colour. or the
amount of dividend he earns. but by the
Kind of life he lives: where the poor tax the
rich, where human society is founded not
on the equality of stomachs but on the
cquality of spirits, where an Untouchable
can marry the daughter of a king, where
private ownership is a trust and where
capital cannot be allowed 0 accumulate so
as to dominate the real producer of wealth.
This superb idealism of your faith. hower,
needs emancipation from the medieval

fancies of theologians and legists."(P.213).
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"To Islam matter 1s spirit realising itsell in
space and time.”

.."1"1

“All that is secular is sacred in the roots ol

its being.”

- r - - :f N - L
2y 2 Jlesd £ 2 f.‘.._.;u’:_.*::':'._,"-'-yw.'f'_.' ....,_)L"
- v e
-~ - ¥ l. [ o . L]
g II . Il""‘I -il .I:-‘i I"" Lr. | _.25‘ 3 . i l:|
e ra
|- I -"'"-‘..- n'" * ! i Jr"':' e i " 'H'
| _-ﬁ.:- il
!G"_-..r'w“ I8

vf'fb;l»lﬁ” “!".q_,*J LIL_*LI.”.EI"_J.&-JL”_#'L
e - Al u f‘L.J-Lv»L?_,u._..r,u

-

..:": --";-}L’?Lg I,_;r-:-""!! {_}L*:"!J-{E.ﬁ"f/"&} -*L._-‘__‘Uﬂ;ﬂfui Jl:
S Bl YIS e § s Iy Lol JBIS

& =
i o

H*‘HJ#JJ"#LL’J 'r'n.ﬁ’" = 15 *ﬁ::&}g‘afjllfg*h?_
JLJ]J':.:I Jdb"ifd#;dﬂjf_ﬂ J:“L"LJ 'L;
é:...«..rf('}_url L‘GJI!'HJVC—-L#JJ;’J'I 1'j_J/..f“"'J"’A ﬂ,

e .L



"The religious 1deal of Isiam. thertore.
1s organically related to the social order
which it has created. The rejection of the
one will eventually involve the rejection of
the other. Therefore the construction of a
polity on national lines, 1f it means a
displacement of the Islamic principle of
solidarity. is simply unthinkable to a
Musiim. This is a matter which at the
present moment directly concerns the

Muslhims of India.”
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“The hite of Islam as a culwural force in
this country very largely depends on its
centrahisation i a specified territory. This
centralisation of the most living portion of
the Muslims of India, will eventually solve
the problem of India as well as of Asia.”
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"Nor should the Mushim leaders and
politicians allow themselves to be carried
away by the subtle but placid arguments that
Turkey and Iran and other Musiim countries
are progressing on national, 1.e.. terrntorial
lines. The Muslims of India are ditferently
sistuated. The countries of Islam outside
India are practically wholly Muslhim 1n
population. The minorities there belong, in
the language of the Quran, "to the people of
the Book". There are no social barriers
between Muslims and the "people of the
Book". A Jew or a Christian or a Zoroastrian
does not pollute the food of a Mushm by
touching it, and the law of Islam allows
intermarriage with the "people of the Book™
Indeed the first practical step that Islam took
towards the realisation of a final combination
of humanity was to call upon peoples
possessing practically the same ethical ideal

to come forward and combine.” (P-190)

e L oS e sus NzE e S0tk



. il - f.:- "W - -
o - g - o b _‘f'.-' - - l-#h"'g;.. e M
—
- - 3 rd - -":_.r“
' I -' .l I w‘. -" Il -.I' '.rh!" .Fl .lu '] " P
o _*-I"'lh' " Ll" h-"" vﬂm h"u | S J‘_HWPH ol S
“ll-l- i! ,?__,; - I..ﬂ:' L
r = F '_.F" [ i -
TIRE N e Ny LI F / N .
L s :ﬂ a" o ; .‘_'_,. C P : o »
".--I‘ ’ L LI -: tI‘I ':-'-;__"'I- __._‘L-" -‘.:I{ L {- ‘-_-r - ,..:.'
— — .-a-h.-: ' N o \_'.--: ‘:.-_—-.-\'HH.-".- e _-'h'u — 2
aoo -~ — . = - - - o oy o
Nl - -IL-I' " ‘:' Fﬁ}: -"L_.-" L., g "'F:.f . ..-‘.n-"'f'i ¥ -
L"' L - o — — b gt 2 o — - f' o [ O
# ' - § - .'- - . _:"' o
g - I' e - - If . | - - - &
h:-'.i"h' ,.:1—!'!.' U‘I-—-u_.-h_'.'..- r.-'!r,h:..:i:-:'hr'-iv l--h-, -___f_,i“"" I'.H'-"..!Ill—-ldll''.'l--‘.
- - - . - -

g " . " : -~ " | - . NS
['he Muslims of India 2 &< Uleen TADL " ol | CET I

i - kS

o O3 O N o S < QRO i .
2 J s EFL o v e =22 are differently situated.

-
-
-

AT L | el JT !
— ¥ ﬂ o " o e
- S— .-'h---l-‘r._,f::h u" —

-
-~ 'l - = -
[

"The wars of Islam and Christianity,
and later, European aggression in its
various forms, could not allow the infinite
meaning of this verse to work itself out in
the world of Islam. To-day 1t 1s being

gradually realised 1n the countries of Islam



112

in the shape ot what 1s called Mushim

Nattonahism."(P-190).
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"In point of life and civilization the

Royal Commissioners find it more akin to
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Mesopotamia and Arabia than India. The
Muslim geographer Mas'udi noticed this
Kinship long ago when he said: "Sind is a
country nearer to the dominions of Islam."
Sind has her back towards India and face

towards Central Asia." (P-186)

2 .a-'

o - -
=
}j'*‘; 'IL"...# I._—JL‘*[-!—--.-"#JJ: u..i'h.fk iu’“}#ﬂ

-I—-L;-.- I‘. l/,;b W;—_— --ii. I--f;,”;--:-r"r;.—u.: .'I-F‘I..-"h'.'.l.
" = i - - i " s | w * o # i 4 d
E’.-:bﬁ"'g..";‘_'.l':;*:uik-}ﬁulf"ih‘?‘kL:.ﬂ'}-t*ﬁ:"Lir’IL.:* 224 (3
{H' = !".I e - I.-"" #r - - & i k.
l,.,-'l:! "—.I"'--lanL,r r.uh-:-"ﬂ'rl;—u |-,| lr-'"'-‘.-i'l l-""-h'v 'll"': .Er""v-l
- - # "‘arl - -
L}JJ/JAF}QJ‘?JQ/G’_-.LUF“"UG—J IV"VI‘ iv;‘..?.ﬂ'l l i

o - o i - Ly - " - - -
O L;-',_.::_l:*._;'.a:'uﬂ‘_l:,*.r-’/_l:’-:.'LfL,*i?-..f':..';_,-"_'_ 21/
I e " - g ’, - |
JLA’_A"a’_.ﬁfﬂ:UF . 2 e ST P s 'g-;, 111

Ebs /T S UL s I 1
‘India is Asia in miniature. Part of her
people have cultural affinities with nations
in the east and part with nations in the
middle and west DfA‘iiﬂ " (P-168)
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"Yet the Prime Minister of England
apparently refuses 10 sec that the problem
of India is international and not national.
Obviously he does not see that the model ot
British democracy cannot be of any use 1n a

land of many nations."(P-188)

A S ,_,'.::F"b.i- T J:;,:Lf!ﬁiv':hf“;;ffd;'kb.{,;.
i (S S e g Tt b S
IO VP 3 Pt - RIS
LSS echS It fe B e P L IO
(S @A TSI LI m AL S8
{'u.?:'-'f-:" E"E/*:"'rrur:ﬁ-ﬁf’
ugﬁ.!';!‘)

1;*.%!-'45:.;:.@5 : Hi_,(..'..,,t;u':;.-i::"?;* 1.'7-*’|..¢=,-r‘5:I

. & “ ., . =
Jijlﬂﬁiga_; v .,,_,fi -.-U"ffh;/;/ T{_’ uﬁ_‘g J:EL"A t".!'?g: J J

Juia_..f-”_?;r:w"'} ﬁ&f:ﬁ}@%&:l.ﬁ{;ﬁﬂﬁdgliﬁb

ALt ;_:"_L:-:J/gdf;ﬂ:_. ilf‘y';ﬁ*g”;::f. J¥ ;)fhdﬁ.' e di;

Pl il ¢ f bt ptl - &b s

-'._J"zi,«E;thsii.ﬂ_f},J’i-":...:ﬁid/_':f’li;d/@@lﬁ-m
o 4 g E S s &

g s b e o Uk



‘Ii" .
- - ¥ ¥ o o "
o s ;) L rfr il e -’.'?|, 8
_H .-l"-!'h—--.t.h—-_'ll""_- | J"L "l.-l"-a-u,p _-U &
ma - il |¢n. - -~ -~ -
- o - g a e S -
. i - g —
—L -## L".H' H“ “ - ." I"'"" ""l# _k’? h'.‘u.' r— .-._- _"_-n-—'

-

ILHEFH of [L[hd| o sl | 123 _,“"”'"" "B Sl b

m L_,,L-’_l:*"'b‘.} lL-"',"L'L'r‘_. .,;,":'"; — Jimmh
: ’r f'l ;7. c - T fﬂr' <
L.-" Lp.-'l,_..- *Ju_—ﬁuﬂut—ﬂ‘# ‘IU e |,,_,: —

"The League will have to finally decide
whether it will remain a body representing
the upper classes of Indian Muslims or
Muslim masses who have so far, with good
reason, taken no interest in it. Personally |
believe that a political organisation which
gives no promise of improving the lot of
the average Muslim cannot attract our
masses.

Under the new constitution the
higher posts go to the sons of upper classes:
the smaller ones go to the friends or
relatives of the ministers. In other matters

00 our political institutions have never
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thought of improving the lot of Muslhms
generally. The problem of bread 1s
becoming more and more acule. The
Muslim has begun to feel that he has been
going down and down during the last 200
years. Ordinarily he believes that his
poverty 1s due 1o Hindu money-lending or
capitalism. The perception that it is equally
due to foreign rule has not yel fully came to
him. But it is bound to come. The atheistic
socialism of Jawarharlal 1s not likely to
receive much response from the Muslims.
The question therefore 1s: how is it possible
to solve the problem of Muslim poverty”’
And the whole future of the League
depends on the League's activity 1o solve
this question. If the League can give no
such promises I am sure the Muslim masses
will remain indifferent to it as betore.
Happily there 1s a solution in the
enforcement of the Law of Islam and 1ts
further development in the light of modern

‘deas. After a long and careful study of
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Islamic Law I have come 1o the conclusion
that if this system of law s properly
understood and applied. at last the right 1o
subsistence is secured to everybody. But
the enforcement and development of the
Shariat of Islam is impossible in this
country without a free Muslim state or
states. This has been my honest conviction
for many years and I still believe this to be
the only way to solve the problem of bread
for Muslims as well as to secure a peaceful
India. If such a thing is impossible in India
the only other aiternative is a civil war
which as a matter of fact has been going on
for some time in the shape of
Hindu-Muslim riots. I fear that in certain
parts of the country, e.g. N.-W. India.
Palestine may be repeated. Also the
tnsertion of Jawaharlal's socialism into the
body-politic of Hinduism is likely to cause
much bloodshed among the Hindus
themselves. The issue between social

democracy and Brahmanism is not
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dissimilar to the one between Brahmanism
and Buddhism. Whether the fate of
cocialism will be the same as the fate ol
Buddhism in INdia 1 can not say. But it s
clear to my mind that it Hinduism accepts
social democracy it must necessarily cease
to be Hinduism. For Islam the acceptance
of social democracy in some suitable form
and consistent with the legal principles of
[slam is not a revolution but a return to the
original purity of Islam. The modern
problems therefore are more casy o solve
for the Muslims than for the Hindus. But as
[ have said above in order to make it
possible for Muslim India to solve the
problems it is necessary 1O redistribute the
country and to provide one or morc Muslim
states with absolute majorities. Don't you
think that the time for such a demand has
already arrived?" (P.16-19)
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"It was a great achievement lor Muslim League that s lead came
(o be acknowledged by both the majonty and munoriy provinees
Sir Muhammad lgbal played a very conspicuous part, though at
the time not revealed to public, in bringing about this
consummation 1 think these letters are of very great historical
importance, particularly those which explain his views in clear
and unambiguous terms on the political future of Mushm India.
His views were substantially in consonance with my own and had
(inally led me to the same conclusions as a result of carelul
axamination and study of the constitutional problems facing
India. and found expression in due courese in the united will of
Muslim India as adumberated in the Lahore resolution of the
All-India Muslim League, popularly known as the "Pakistan
Resolution”, passed on 23rd March, 19407 (P.6-7).
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"For the present every Muslim nation
must sink into her own decper sclt.
temporarily focus her vision on herselt
alone, until all are strong and powertul to
form a living family of republics. A true
and living unity, according to the
nationalist thinkers, is not so easy as to be
achieved by a merely symbolical
overlordship. It is truly manifested in a
multiplicity of free independent units
whose recial rivalries are adjusted and
harmonized by the unifying bond of a
common spiritual aspiration. It seems to me

that God is slowly bringing home to us the
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truth that Islam is neither Nationalism nor
Imperialism but a League of Nations which
recognizes artificial boundaries and racial
distinctions for facility of reference only.

and not for restricting the social honizon ot

ll{IJ
1ls members.
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The Reconstruction of Rehgious Thought in Islam" JULE (1)

(1 7 ) 1969501

(19810 Letters and Wnitings of Igabl ( 2410 /08 - | _,_Ev (r)

(57:56:55.47)
“The term Pan-Islamism has been used in two senses. Af far as |
know, 1t was coined by a French journalist and in the sense in
which he used that term, Pan-Islamism existed nowhere except
his own imagination. 1 think the French journalist meant 10 give
shape 1o a danger which he fancied was existing m the world of
Islam. The phrase was invented after the fashion of the expression
"Yellow Peril," in order to justify European aggression in Islamic
countries.

There 1s, however, a sense in which Jamaluddin Afgham
used it. 1 do not know if he used the same expression, but he
actually advised Afghanistan, Persia and Turkey to unite against
the aggression of Europe. This was purely a defensive measure,
and 1 personally think that Jamaluddin was perfectly right in his

VIEW,
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But there 1s another sense i which the word should be used
and 1t does contain the teaching of the Quran. In that sense it 15
not a political project but a social experiment. Islam does not
recognise caste or race or colour. In fact Islam is the only outlook
on hite which has really solved the colour question, at least in the
Mushm world. a quesnon which modern European civihization
with all s achievements in science and philosophy, has not been
able to solve. Pan-lslamism. thus mterpreted. was taught by the
Prophet and will Tive for ever. In this sense Pan-1slamism is only
Pan-Humamsm. In this sense every Mushm is a Pan-Islanust and
ought to be so, Indeed the word Pan ought to be dropped from the
phrase Pan-1slanusm, for Islamism 1s an expression which
completely covers the meaming I have mentioned above ™
Interview with "The Bombay Chronicle”. (17th September-

December 31, 1931).
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“That was a bomb-shell for the British
s well as the Hindus. Mr. F. W. Wilson,
the London Correspondent of the Indian
Daily Mail of Bombay said in his despatch
dated December 31, 1930 that Ramsay
MacDonald was highly displeased with the
views expressed by Igbal. This was
followed by a despatch from LLondon

published in the Leader of Allahabad in 1ts
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Issue. dated January 4. 1931, This stated
that the British as well as Indian circles in
the Round Table Conference expressed
resentment against what it called an assault
made by Igbal on the idea of an all-India
constitution being worked out there. Later
the Times of India and the Pioneer wrote
editorials against Igbal's proposal. The
Iribune of Lahore was of the view that
Igbal had torpedoed all chances for a
communal settlement. first by sending a
lelegram to Muslim delegates protesting
against their conditional acceptance of the
principle of joint electorate and then by
delivering his Presidential address at
A]Llhahad .
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“The lesson that past experience has
brought to you must be taken 1o hearl.
Expect nothing from any side. Concentrate
your whole ego on yourself alone. and ripen
your clay into real manhood it you wish 1o

see your aspirations realized. Our ideal 1s

well defined. It is necessary in the light of

this ideal to rouse the progressive forces of

the community and to organise their
hitherto dormant energies. The flame of life
cannot be borrowed from others; it must be
kindled in the temple of one's own soul.
This requires earnest preparation and a
relatively permanent programm.---Let then

the fire of youth mingle with the fire of
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faith 1in order to enhance the glow of life
and to create a new world of acuons for
our future generations. — Your immediate
duty 1s to prepare the whole community for
the kind of self-sacrifice without which no
selt-respecting people can live an
honourable lile. The most critical moment
in the history of the Indian Mushims has

' sl
arrived. Do your duty or cease to exist."' =/
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“Neither 1n ancient India nor even in the
days of the Mughals the soverign ever claimed
universal ownership. This is the historical
aspect of the matter....The fact remains that in
this country the soverign never claimed any
such rights. We are told that the Mughals
claimed such rights: but the people of the
Punjab owned and possessed the land of this
country long before the race of Babar entered
into history__the unmistakable lesson of

which s that Crowns come and go: the people

) e wl3)
alone are immortal.
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1 0L i1 "History of the Tdea of Pakistan" o ./” -8 215 i

f:‘.r.____"',F
wI8™Y w2 "Thoughts and Reflections of lgbal™ eyt um  _r
{ =)

l"'"".h_,";l"'l'huuglltr- and Retlections of Ighal '( 7 )e it ()

26 "History of the Idea of Pakistan" v frib-if 213 _a,,

-

- W oo "

W S
1."Some of us met Dr. Mohammad lgbal a4 number of tmes and
discussed with him the pohitical and organizational matters
While framing the consutution. we were on the horns of
dilemma whether 1o toe the line of the Mushm League or to chalk
out an independent course. When consulted on the point, Ighal
came out with the proposal that we set as our goal the
establishment of a Mushm National State base on the Muslims
right of selfdetermination and comprising the Punjab NWFP.
Sind and Baluchistan and Kashmir We readily agreed-rather
welcomed at. and within a couple of days called a meetng of the
exceutive. secured its 2pproval and incorporated 1t in the
constituion of the Punjab Muslim Students Federation " (P 94)

2. The Quaid-i-Azam had read our constitution. He knew our
goal. which was fundamentally different from that of the league
But he had faith in us that vis-a-vis Congress, we were ardent
votanies of the Muslim Leage: therefore, he continued 1o give us

his support.” (P.96).
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"Politics have their roots 1n the spiritual
life of man. It is my belief that Islam 1s not a

matter of private opinion. It 1s a society. It 1s
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because present-day political ideals, as they
appear to be shaping themselves in India.

may affect 1ts original structure andcharacter

w i g " . |I(|J'
that I find myself interested in politics."
. I.l" - - . I'. - i
el T T ) Kyt S POl i 11
W 0N Nt e e i e N L e LIS VIV o
- -:Jl o :-. '. ‘:
' e e U Do) O

=

“There is no aristocracy in Islam. "The
noblest among you," says the Prophet. "are
those who fear God most." There is no
privileged class. no priesthood. no caste
system. Now, this principle of the equality
of all believers made early Musalmans the
greatest political power in the world. Islam
worked as a levelling force: it gave the
individual a sense of his inward power: 1t
clevated those who were socially low. The
clevation of the down-trodden was the chief
secret of the Muslim political power in

India."¢"
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"The Prophet of Islam seems to stand
between the ancient and the modern world.
In so far as the source ol his revelation 1s
concerned he belongs to the ancient world:
in so far as the spirit of his revelation 1s

concerned he belongs to the modern world.

In him life discovers other sources of

knowledge suitable to its new direction.
The birth of Islam is the birth of inductive
intellect. The abolition of priesthood and
hereditary kingship in Islam, the constant
appeal to reason and experience in the
Qur'an, and the emphasis that it lays on
Nature and History as sources of human
knowledge, are all different aspects of the

same idea of finality." (r)
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"It 1s clear that the fundamental
principle laid down in the Quran is the
principle of election: the details or rather
the translation of this principle into a
workable scheme of Government is left to
be determined by other considerations.
Unfortunately, however. the idea of election
did not develop on strictly democratic lines.
and the Muslim conquerors consequently
tailed to do anything for the political
improvement of Asia. i

(4 'Divine Right to Rule" ._,J)‘A'..r, &b
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"It is, however . strange that this
important notion, while invoking great

academic discussions in early Islam,
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remained practically a mere 1dea, and rarely
assumed the form ol a permanent
institution in any Muhammadan country.
Possibly 1ts transtormation into a
permanent legislative institution was
contrary to the political interests of the kKind
of absolute monarchy that grew up in Islam
immediately after the fourth Cahph. It was.
| think. favourable to the interest of the
Umayyad and the Abbaside Caliphs 10
leave the power of Ijtthad to individual
Mujtahids rather than encourage the
formation of a permanent assembly which

3 . . o
I‘lll}.:lhl hf..‘.'CHIHC OO pnu.'f:rlu] for T.hEITI. )

!__ - .r"- - i lll-'r | .- i | |
yiLURF AWV 1AL WS L2 (o Vbt

" The transfer of the power of ljuhad
from individual representatives of schools

to a Mushim legislative assembly which, 1n
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view of the growth of opposing sects. 1s the
only possible form Ijma can take i modern
times. will secure contributions to legal
discussion from laymen who happen to
possess a keen insight into atfairs. In this
way alone can we stir into actuvity the
dormant spirit of life i our legal system.
and give it an evolutionary outlook. In
India. however, difficulties are likely (o
arise for it 1s doubtful whether a
non-Muslim legislative assembly can

l",‘-‘*}

exercise the power of Ijtihac
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"The democracy of Europe.
overshadowed by socialistic agitation and
narchical fear, originated mainly in the
cconomic regeneration ol european
ocieties. The democracy of Islam did not
arow out of the extension of economic
opportunity. it 18 spiritual principle based
on the assumption that every human
being is a centre of latent power, the
possibilities of which can be developed
by cultivating a certain type of character.
Out of the plebeian material. Islam has
formed men of the noblest type of life and
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“Equipped with penetrative thought and
fresh experience the world of Islam should
courageously proceed to the work of
reconstruction before them. This work of
reconstruction, however, has a far more
serious aspect than mere adjustment to
modern conditions of life, Humanity needs
three thing, to-day__ a spiritual
interpretation of the universe. Spiritual
emancipation of the individual. and basic
principles of a universal import directing
the evolution of human society on a
spiritual basis,"*%
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“In view of the basic idea of Islam that
there can be no further revelation binding
on man. we ought to be spiritually one of
the most emancipated peoples on carth.
Early Mushms emerging out of the spiritual
slavery of pre-Islamic Asia were not in a
position to realize the true significance of
this basic idea. Let the Mushm of to-day
appreciate his position, reconstruct his
<ocial life in the light of ultimate principles.
and evolve. out of the hitherto partially
revealed purpose of Islam, that spiritual
democracy which is the ultimate aim of
Islam.""'""?
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The Reconstruction of Rehgious Thought i Islam wlaE (F)
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“History knows but one monarch whose rule over men nidy
justly be called a rule by divine night and that one man was the
Prophet of Islam. And yet, though the ruler of men by divine
right, he never clamed to be a ruler. "1 am but a man like you,”
was the grand message ol this greatest of Kings 10 -:n adonng
humamty,”
_(ira_ire 7 )¢ The Reconstruction e JEC2) (1)

(1ra_ 7 )" Stray Reflections™ J@1f (A)

(177 7 )"The Reconstruction...... Y JPLE (1ol )
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"The Prime Minister of England
apparently refuses to see that the problem
of India is international and not national.
He is reported to have said that this
Government would find it difficult to subit
to Parliament proposals for the maintenance
of separate electorates, since joint

electorates were much more in accordance
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with British democratic sentiments.
Obviously he does not see that the model
of British democracy cannot be of any use
in a land of many nations: and that a system
ol separate electorates 1s only a poor

substitute for a territorial solution of the

-

problem."" -’
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"Nationalism in the sense of love of
one's country and even readiness to die for
its honour is a part of the Muslim's faith: it

comes 1nto conflict with Islam only when it
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begins to play the role ol a political concept
and ¢laims to be a principle of human
soltdarity demanding that Islam should
recede to the [\LIL‘L;II'HHIM O oL mere private
opinton and cease o be a hving lactor m
the national hife. In Turkey, Iran. BEgvpt and
other Muslim countries 1t will never
become a problem. In these countries
Muslims constitute an overwhelming
majority and their minorities. r.e.. Jews.
Christians and Zoroastrians, accordimg to
the law of Islam, arc cither "People of the
Book" or "like the People ol the Book™ with
whom the law of Islam allows free social
relations including matrimonial alhances. 1t
becomes a problem for Muslims only 1n
countries where they happen to be in a
minority, and nationalism demands their
complete self-effacement. In majority
countries Islam accomodates nationalism:
for there Islam and nationalism are
practically identical; in minority countries it

1s justified in seeking self-determination as
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a cultural unit. In either case. 1l 1s

thoroughly consistent with itselt.” =/
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“The ultimate spiritual basis of all hife. as concerved by Iskim, s
cternal and reveals isell in vanety and change. A society based
on such a conception of Reality must reconcile, in ats lite. the
categories of permanence and change. It must possess cternal
principles to regulate its collective hife. for the eternal gives us i
foothold 1n the world of perpetual change. But eternal principles
when they are understood to exclude all possibilities of change
which, according to the Qur'an, is one of the greatest signs’ ol
God, tend to immobilize what 1s essentially mobile i its nature.
The failure of the Europe in pohtical and social sciences
lustrates the former principles, the immaobility of Islam during
the last five hundred years illustrates the later. What then is the
principle of movement in the structure of Islam? This i1s known as
Ljuhad." (Edition: 1996, Lahore, P.117)

_IAAS 1997 Thoughts and Reflections of Ighal"weldiafs- (1)
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"But is it not true. vou will say, that a
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most degrading type ol Fatalism has
prevailed in the world of Islam for many
centuries? This is true. and has a history
hehind it which requires separate treatment.
It is sufficient here to indicate that the kind
of Fatalism which the European critics of
[slam sum up in the world Qismat was due
partly to philosophical thought. partly to
political expediency. and partly to the
gradually diminishing force ol the
lite-impulse. which Islam originally
imparted to its followers. The practical
materialism of the opportunist Umayyad
rulers of Damascus needed a peg on which
to hang their misdeeds at Karbala. and to
secure the fruits of Amir Mu'awiyah's revolt
against the possibilities of a popular
rebellion. Ma'bad is reported to have said to
Hasan of Basra that the Umayyads killed
Muslims. and attributed their acts to the
decrees of God. 'These enemies of God',
replied Hasan, 'are liars." Thus arose, in

spite of open protests by Muslims divines, a
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morally degrading Fatalism, and the
constitutional theory known at the
accomplished fact” in order to support

vested interests, "(1)

"Pure time, then. as revealed by a
deeper analysis of our conscious experience,
Is not a string of separate, reversible
Instants: it is an organic whole in which the
past is not left behind. but is moving along
with, and operating in. the present. And the
future is given to it not as lying before, vet
to be traversed; it is given only in the sense
that it is present in its nature as an open
possiblity. It is time regarded as an organic
whole that the Qur'an describes as Taqdir or
the destiny__a word which has been so

much misunderstood both in and outside the
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world of Islam. Destiny is time regarded as

nwlF)
prior to the disclosure of 1ts possibilities.
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“This is the inevitable outcome ol a
wholly politicalcivilization which has
looked upon man as a thing to be exploned
and not as a personality to be developed
and enlarged by purely cultural forces. The
peoples of Asia are bound to rise against
the acquisitive economy which the West
has developed and imposed on the nations
of the East. Asia cannot comprehend
modern Western capitalism with its
undisciplined individualism. Thc faith
which you represent recognises the worth
of the individual, and disciplines him to
give away his all to the service of God and
man. Its possibilities are not yet exhausted.

It can still create a new world."!
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