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EPIGRAMTIC STYLE OF IQBAL

By epigram the Greeks meant nothing
more tran a simple concise inscription,
sometimes it was engraved on tcmbs and
Sometimes on statues. The hard matériz)
on which it was to find place compelled
brevity of expression. In the course of

time the epigram became a vhicle for wit
and satire,

The use of epigram for the purpose
of satire was only little known among
the Greeks, Credit goes to the Romans,
who added humorous intention to the
Greek severity of form. Afterwards
English poets found it the most 2prro-
priate form of showing their wit.

In the time of Charles I1, epigrams
flourished profusely., Great poets there
were, like Milton and Dryden - the first
with an andience fit, no doubt, but sin-
gularly few; the second only povular
when he produced what he should never
have written, Besides them there was an
abundance of scholors and wits; some of
whom were privileged to make the king
himself the butt of their Jest. Every

body has heard of Rochester's famous
lines:

Here lies our sovereign lord the
king, whose words no man relies on:
Who never said a foolish thing and
never did a wise one,
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Here we have both epigram and epitaph

Among the Greeks, with whom this art of
concise and finished expression originated

the epigrams and epitaphs,were generally
on a par though not the same.

Pretty much of the satiric shot was
one of the early criticisms of Coleridge's

imaiont Mariner.

Your poems must eternal be,
"Dear Sir, it cannot fail;
For it's incomprehensible,
And without head or tail.”

On the publication of the greatest
of his poems the prometheus unbound,
Shelley was even more unmercifully treatec
for Theodore Hook wrote:

Shelley styles his new poem ' Prome-
thus unbound'. And it's likely %0
remain s» while time circle round.

For surely an age would be spent in
the finding, A reader so week as to
pay for the binding.

The literary epigrammatists 1s
unnerciful even to woman of many of them
it has to be sorrowfully admitted that
they are extremely ungallant to women. But
if one poet is cruel to the gentle sex,

another hastens to heal the wound with a
tender compliment. |

~ The epigram has been called the
hornet of poetry, because 1t 80 often
carries a sting in 1its tail. The epigram
may be put to all gorts .of uses. Some of
the best epigrams ever written are quite
innocent of satirical intention, and are
in fact, the brief melodlous expression of
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beautiful thoughts. A fine example is the
love epigram of Plato, |

Thou eyest s%ars, my star?

Oh might 1 be

You nhost of stars, to be mine eyes
on thee,

Most of the persian and urdu quat-
rains (Rubayat and Qataat) possess the
quality of the epigram. The honoured
personalities and common dignitaries whonm
often the epigrammatist made the butt of
their jest are: Sheikh, Zahid, Muhtasib,
Fagih-e-Shahar, Pir-e-Mughan, Mulla, Wai-z,
Nagseh, etc. Among prophets Hazrat Musa aad
nazrat Khizr deserve some credit to provide
wit to many a poet.

Urdu and Persian poets, though not
pagan, on occasions have not been reverent
to God. And Igbal is not an exception.
Seeing starving humanity he cried aloud:

Is no wine left in thy flask
(or) Are you not my God, bestower?

From thy ocean thirst beaten should
be doled out only a drop.

Thies is surely an act of miserliness
and not of generosity.

Igbal in Armughan-i-Hijaz boasts:

Just think of the advantages and
loss, Make this world eternal like

paradise,

O God don't you see how . the
earth-born people.

Have decorated this earthl
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In Javid Namah Igbal put some
quiver questions:-

Who am I? What are you?

what is the world?

Why is there distance between you
and us?

Why am I in the bondage of Fate?
You don't die, why do I?

In another place he hits the
omnipotent god as he believe in immanent
god and not in transcedentzl, He says:

C God, you know the test of eternal
life, But, you don't know the test
of death.

Igbal's epigram on demecracy is
quite sataric. He says:

Run away from democracy and he
the slave of the perfect man.

Pnr out of two hundred asses human
wisdom cannot be derived.

Sesides conventional- targets Igbsal
favourite pets are Plato, Marx, Hafiz,
Avicenna Neitzsche and so many men of
letters and philosophars.

Hafiz and Plato both are guafend'(sheest
in his eyés. He says about Neitzsche;
just note the sting in the tail:

If song you crave, flee from him,
Thunder roars in reed of his pen.
He plunged a lancet into Europe's
heart; His hand is red with the
blood of the cross, He reared a
pagoda on the ruins of temple
His heart is a true believer's
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but his brzin is an infidles

There are great out pouring of
epigramatic style in Iqbal's Urdu and
Persian Works on impearlism Iqbal hits:

A human shape dwells in a museuun
with a legend upon its silent lins,
telling the history of imperialism,
and giving visions to the blind
what is the grand design of
Imperialism? To seek security tc
contriving divisions.

Igqbal's polivical insight was
undoubtedly prophetical. He has made t%he
'League of Nations' the butt of his satire,
in more than one of his short poems. Once
it seemed merciful, but now, not without
reagon, He says in Pas Cheh Bayad Kard:

Present day diplomacy named its

imperialism as "League of Nations".

It tightened its grip but declared

it was loosing it, One cannot open

wings in its surrnundingﬂ, Nor door

could be unlocked with its key.

Allama Iqbal has rendered the most

heroic saying of Tipu in his own epigra-
matic style:

Immortality is in the breadth of
life - I donot ask of God for
length of days, What is the law,
the religion, the rite of lirfe?
Better one instant a loin, than a
centuary of sheep.,

Igbal has a developed sense of
humour and a satarist of extra ordinary
ability from his childhood. He owes Dagh
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and Akber, one his 'ustad' another his
'murshid', the colour and essence of his
epigramatic style. Writing to Ross Masood
he has confessed that he has exercised the
epigramatic style in ZARB_ e _ KALEEM to
fullfil the ashortcoming of the dryness

of the topical subject. But I feel, he

was nothing more than a satirist, the wit

of Dagh and humour of Akabar was in his
blood.

Epigram is a great weapon and Iqbal
has used it while wagging war zgainst the
moderan world, its thinking and concepts,

nAald+d =

political, and ite social and religiocus
inetitutions.



