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“I will take nothing from Europe except — a warning :
You enchained to the imitation of Europe, be free, clutch
the skirt of the Quran, and be free I''27
Igbal regrets that
u..):ij el i NS LIS LA I g,
K oces o5 8, o5 A
“The Turks, Iranians, Arabs lie benumbed
with Europe’s noose around their throats 48
Due to over-intellectualism, the heart of the Europe is

dead, and it lacks that ‘restless soul’ which Igbal says he
possesses. He says,

Sl am 8 ) sele s
T omlms el (e trdiid Ol
““Reason is a chain fettering this present age :
where is a restless soul such as I possess ?''%9
Besides, Igbal discusses the two Opposing  economic
systems, with an apparent edge for Socialism. He condemns
the Western democracy which counts heads, and advocates
spiritual democracy taught by Islam .3 Igbal is a great poet
who issues warnings, not only tc the Muslim world, but to the

humanity at large. This makes him interested in the various
features of Western civilization. His message is universal and
humanitarian. He has sometimes been *‘accused’’ of advocating
the case of Islam, and thus showing a partisan attitude, No
doubt, he inculcates the basic principles of Islam, but believes
that it is the only system of universal import. Thus, his
inclination towards Islam is one of the potent factors bestowing
universality to his message. Iqbal was a poet, not only of the

Muslims, nor of the East only ; he was a poet of the whole
world.
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of life, and thereby weakens the Self. He says in Adsrar-i-

Khudi.
G 215l il e
Sdad 2 le i Jad A
Asking disintegrates the Self
And deprives of illumination
the Sinai-bush of the Self'.2*
Again he says, .

vt Asker is a beggar, he may ask for alms or for tribute; %3
As said before, the Holy Prophet condemned the poetry of
Imraul Qais, the famous Arabian poet, because of his lesson of
inactivity and luxury. He appreciated the verse of Antra for

its lesson of activism and a life of toil and struggle.

(3) Igbal warns against the over-intellectualism and excesses
of reason whereto he traces the main ills of the West. He
warns the East against following in the foot-steps of the West,
lest they should fall into the same quagmire. \Vestern civiliza-
tion is basically materialistic and secular, and as a result of
that, says Igbal,

il 03y af OLKI i1 dlad

| [P SEl eale OLS P:'f?

““The flame of the Europeans is damped down,
their eyes are perceptive, but their hearts are dead ; H120
He warns the East from following the West thus,

R R R S S - v

gad .:.ijT Al palE o4 al
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(3) Igbal’s warning against the over-intellectualism and
excesses of reason in the West, which are the main
cause of all the ills of the West.

I will discuss these three points of Igbal one by one,

(1) Igbal thoroughly discusses the nature and relationship
between Ishg and Infellect as the sources of knowledge. He

believes that reliance on ony one of them is sinful. He says in
the Gulshane Raze Jadeed.
Sl ey b2 iy 0 4 1 dei e ,;:-_L:.'i' 34k ) pia S S
“If he should close one eye, it would be sin :
It is by seeing with both eyes that he can gain the path”!9

He stresses upon the need for a right amalgamation of the
I'shg and Intellect thus in Javid-Nama.

!';_31,:..:-,'_.!,1\,] el Giely ‘,ln S M) 5 ) el s 22 ke
“Science without love is a demonic thing, science together
with love is a thing divine :"'20
Even the Quran emphasises the need for a fusion of prayer
and thought, which it calls the quality of “fagr’.21

(2) Igbal discusses the nature and development of ego in
his Mathnavi Asrar-i-Khudi, along with factors which fortify it
and those which weaken it. According to him, the ego-fortifying
factors are Love, Intellect, Action, Tawgkkul, Fear of God,
Faqr, etc.; while the ego-dissolving factors are Fear, Grief,
Imitation, Sawal or Asking, Sub-serviency, Disappointment, and
Segregation from Society. The development of Self passes
through three stages of Obedience, Self-control, and Divine
Vicegerence.®® He rejects any kind of negation of Self®3 which
is invented by the subjeci-races of mankind in order that they
may sap and weaken the character of their rulers. He rejects

Hafiz's poetry on the plea that it seeks escape from the facts
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the inner purification and spiritual development of the poet
himself. But as Iqbal himself dictated to Mr. N.M’ Khan during
his visit to London in 1931, “‘The idea is to give a kind of
philosophy of Mi'raj"”. Together Igbal & Rumi during their fli-
ght come across Personages known for their good or bad qualities
The highest and greatest personality born on the earth was the
Holy Prophet, according to Igbal. Discussing the highest deve-
lopment of ego Iqbal says in Javid-Nama.

g Sld e Oag |y T
D LR ST BT
o>
Sl (84i] Odiey 34a plia

Sl SHjOa ey g hold

““See thyself, then, with God's light.
If thou standst wunshaken in front of this light
Consider thyself as living and eternal as He!
That man alone is real who dares—
Dares to see God face to face !"18
As said before, Igbal is credited with extending lyrical
style to a variety of subjects, including religion, epistemology,
politics, philosophy, mysticism, etc. and he has done it
beautifully. However, the main subjects discussed by him
through poetry are :
(1) The nature of Islig and Infellect as the two sources of
knowledge, with their mutual relationship ;
(2) The nature of ego and its development, the factors
which are conducive to it, and those which hamper it.
He discussed them in Asrar-i-Khudi and remained one

of his main subjects throughout ;
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‘Only through love intelligence getsto know God,
love’s labours find firm grounding in intelligence ;
When love is companioned by intelligence,

it has the power to desgin another world.*

The most prolific period of Igbal’'s poetic genius lies
between 1932 when he compiled Jfavid-Nama, from which 1
have quoted above and 1938, till his death when, according to
Dr. Javid Igbal’ he was still busy with composing Armughane
Hijaz, posthumously published in Nov. 1938. His dramatized
poetry collected under Javid-Nama has sometimes been acclaimed
his greatest work, and has sometimes been compared in style to
Milton’s Paradise Lost, and Dente's Divine Comedy. It should
be noted that both Iqbal and Goethe were impresed by Hafiz, so
much so that Goethe captioned one of his main works *Diwan’’
after the famous Diwan of Haflz. Iqbal and Goethe, no doubt,

have shown some affinity of thought, as in the latter the Spirit
of Earth says.

‘At the whirring loom of time I weave

The living clothes of the Deity’. (Faust us, p. 23)15
while Igbal in the same vein says,

‘I provide robes for Man

and living clothes for Deity’. (Payam-i-Mashriq, p. 103)!®

But when we come to Javid-Nama, it possesses the poetic
characteristics of the Paradise Lost and Divine Comedy, in so far
as it carries the style of a long epic poem. However, it is in
mathnavi, a style typical of the Persian poets, but not known to
their European counterparts. In favid-Nama, the poet, guided
by his master Rumi, ascends through the heavens passing
through the Spheres, flies beyond the Spheres. It delineates
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ciated him as the one who had a true heart, but an unbelieving

head.'* Nietzsche sincerely tried to lead his people out of the
trouble, but he was quite unfortunate to lose sight of the right
path, which Iqbal imputes to his materialistic legacy. Among
the Western poets, to my mind, Igbals’ depth of thought could
be compared to that of Browning, but the ease and simplicity of
his style could match that of Byron and Wordsworth. The
latter, he admitted, inspired him in his early poetical career
and continued to exert influencé on the recesses of his mind

throughout his life.”® Under the impact of Hafiz and others,

Igbal started as a classical poet, and the classical and absclu-
tist ideas dominated his thought to the end ; but under the
influence of such great masters of art as Rumi and Shelley he
imbibed the spirit of romanticism which, combined with clas-
sicsim, went on to pervade his whole art and thought. In him we
find a very good blend of classicsim and romanticism., He re-
mained a romanticist throughout his life; he used his senses quite
seriously like a true romanticist, and a sensvous element could
be felt in his poetry, However, his poetry was purposive., It
can safely be said that Lis style was romantic, but hLis subject-
matter was classical. He donned a lyrical garb to his deepest
and sublimest philosephical thought, and herein lay his mastery

as a poet. We can take a few lines from his famous Javid-Nama

to press home our point.
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There is no doubt that Igbal wrote some forceful prose
also, but a large bulk of his thought got expression through
rhyme and rythm. The reason was not, as is commonly thought,
that he wanted to appeal to the common man : for by the time
[gbal started writing Persian poetry, the language had very
few adherents and appraisers. What is surprising is that he
composed seven of his collections in Persian and only three in
Urdu, though Persian was no longer the state-language, and
the number of Persian-knowing people was declining. He,
perhaps, preferred to express himself poetically because of the
natural poet in him, and his use of Persian may have been
influenced by an unconcious appreciation of Persian as the state
language during the Muslim reign in India, and because a major
part of our legacy was bequeathed in this language.

It may also be due to the fact that early in life he was
deeply impressed by Persian poets like Hafiz of Shiraz, Urfi,
Jalal-ud-Din Rumi, and he also adopted their style. Haflz's

style especially reflects in Igbal. His early instruction, under the
mspiration of his father and his teacher Mir Hassan, was in

Persian and Urdu.

Academically, Urdu ar.d Persian were still important consti-
tuents of the then curricvla, both at the schoel and at the
higher level.

To Igbal, a poet was a leader, a teacher, a reformer and a
sage. This avocation of a poet impressed him very much. A
poet has to be, basically, a philosopher, who is required to read
the situation of his times., to analyse it and assess it. Itis for
this reason that he has always praised Nietzsche, whose predic-

tions came true some hundred years after his death. He appre-
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sophy of Ego in his famous mathnavi Asrar-i-Khudis, finally
published in 1913, and his social philosophy in Rumuze Bekiudi’,
published in 1918. This twin work set the pace for his serious
work in poetry. Thenceforth he took poetry for the expression
of his philosophical ideas, which matured in his later Persian
and Urdu collections from Javid-Nama® (1932) through to Armu-
ghane Hijaz®, published posthumously. Igbal disclaims to be a
poet in the common sense when he says :
gRew AP ell G5 Sl 2 s & 0
Wikae 033 5l pome Usy oo &
‘Do not take my lamentation for poetry,
for I am conversant with the inner secrets of the Tavern™?o,
The above verse beautifully depicts his notion of poetry, as
ordinarily understood, which he has disclaimed in his case.
Igbal did not believe in the maxim *“Art for art's sake’’, for
poetry was never to him the means of enjoyment only. He did
not give up writing gharal in his later poetry, but what the world

of art owes to him is the extension of the style to some more

serious subjects, and that was his true invention. Let's take

the following example to press home our point :

Sl 248 Sl e ) gy
‘There is a world far better han your abode,
Compared with which Paradise itself is but 2 moment’s

springtide’ ;¥

His higher poetry is replete with such compositions where he

made use of lyrical style to express sublimer subjects and herein
lies the great genius of Igbal as a poet,



Dr. Mohammed Marif
IQBAL AS A POET

Iqbal started composing poetry quite early in life, and there
is no doubt that he wrote some ghazals early on. Some of

these ghazals form part of his Urdu collection Baange Dara',
But soon he realised that the real vocation of a poet is not to

appeal to the imagination of the reader and to provide him with
sensuous pleasure. Such poetry, at best, offers a way of escape
which Igbal is reluctant to endorse—and this consideration led
him to criticise the poetry of Hafiz* whom he once appreciated.
Igbal, in fact, believes that no real art should teach escape from
life and hard fact ; it should rather promote life and activity,
He refers to the Holy Prophet’s criticism of the poetry of one

contemporary Arab poet Imraul Qais of whom he is reported
to have said that *"He is the most poetic of all poets and their
leader to Hell'®, because his poetry depicted sparkling wine,
enervating sentiments and situations of love, inspiring scenery
of the silent deserts, etc. Igbal emphatically says in his
foreword to Muraga~i-Chughtai that he looked upon art as
subservient to life and personality?. It was, perhaps, these
considerations whichled him later to take poetry more seriously.
For him now poetry appealed to will rather than to imagination.

Higher poetry, for him, should set before itself the same ques-
tions which concerned religion and philesophy in common®.

It was after his return from Europe that poetry became a

more serious vocation with Igbal. He set to compose his philo-
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