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In Modern Time5~Than1c; to the Influence of Western Political

Ideas-—Muslim Countries have exhibited signs of political life,

England has vitalised Egypt : Persia has received Constitution

from the Shah and the Young Turkish Party too },ve been

struggling, scheeming and plotting to achieve their object.
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It will be like a game of dice in which one man

has four dice and the other only one. ro,
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«“The Principle of European Dernocracy cannot be applied to

India without recognising the fact of Communal Groups’
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[ am not for the continuance of the
Princely Order., But [ am at heart a

believer 1 Ddemocracy. |1 tolerate demdocracy
because there is no other substitute®.
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_I'he Sikh Attitude in the Punjab, encouraged, as it is,
by Hindus, is, I am very much afraid producing its natural

reaction in rmaking Muslims and other minorities seriously

apprehensive of domination by a unmmdnal m;}nrit}r

which will be in power at the centre and in six provinces.
This growing apprehension on the pdrt of the minorities is

bound to have a most pernicious effect on the future history

of India. Ll >
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Pandit Jawahar Lal further seems to think that Muslims,
while believing in democracy as a Religious Institution,
are afraid of democracy in practice. He overlooks the fact
that the communel electorate and other safeguards on which
Muslims, insist, are only intended to prevent 80 million members
of a comparatively poor and backward community from being
ousted frum all real advantages of damucracy The Muslim wants
saieguards not because he is afraid of democracy but because he
has reason to be afraid of communal Oligarchy in the gzarb of
Democracy in India. He wants to ensuré t her substance of

democracy even at the expense of its conyentional form.
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““The Congress claims to represent equally all the communities

of India and declares that, in view of the sharp difference of

opinion in India regarding the communal award, it can neither

accept nor reject 1ts yet it; comments on the award amount to

i

a rejection by implication . .
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‘The Congress Working Committee has tried by this

resolution to hide its inner communalism, but 1n the very act

of doing so has unveiled its design to such an extent that no
Muslim will fail to see through the gamd* _At this critical juncture,

.I would advise the Mushims of India to stand boldly by the
communal award even  though it does not concede all their

demands. This is the only course they can adopt as a practical

people. '
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I personally do not believe that undiluted Western

democracy can be a success here and therefore, very muach

appreciat: the various methods by which tha COMIMittea hag

tried to se '
Secure an Cpportunity of seli-expression ¢ ¢4, ditterent

classes and numerous interests, which constitute Ind,a (e of

the m '
ethods which the ec-:nmnicaliy backward classesg cught to

welcome ;s t 1
he committees departure from the rule of unif
fram:hisr:”. o
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Ine Muslim of India are anxious to protect their communal

-

s

interests as to secure the consiitutional adv'an:e of the country.

The safeguards which they' demand are essential for their
protection as an all India minority .

They accept the principle
of majority rule in the centre and in those provinces where they
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happen to be in a hopeless minority provided they are not

deprived of the counter-vailing and legitimate advantage of

being in a majority in certain other provinces.
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176. From Mohammad Igbal

Lahore
1.1.1935

My dear Dr. Ansari,

Thank you very much for your letter. I am so glad to hear that the
great Turkish lady! has at last come to India to tell us of the great

conflict which is still going on and will probably continue for a good
long time to come. I should have beea immensely happy 1o preside over
her lecture; but I suppose you do not know that I have been ill during
the whole of the last year and under the treatment first of doctors and
later of your brother. I have got a bad throat trouble which makes
me incapable of any kind of speech. [ can talk only in low tones of
voice. Hakim Saheb assures me that I shall be all right and a visible
improvement in my voice will come in the month of February. |1
shall wait till then and if matters do not improve 1 shall think of
zoing to Vienna in which connection | shall have to sech your help
nd advice. For the present, unfortunately, I am quitc unable to _meet
vour wishes. I do hope you will excuse me

I received a letter from Mr. Jinnah this morming. [ think the time
has come for Hindus and Muslims to work together. 1 have no doubt
that you will do your best to bring about a natiwonal pact which will
form a basis for future co-operation. [f this opportunity is Just pre-
sent tensions will only sulfen more and more making co-toperanon
impossible.

Yours sincerely,
SMohammad Igbal
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179. From Mohammad lqLatl

Laliore
2.1.1915

My clear Dr. Ansari,
1

Thank you so much for your kind letter. Hakim Saheb's treatment has
very much improved my general health; but the condition of my voice
1s practically the same. He tells me that there will be a visible differ-
renee 1a the voice in the month of February. | have grecat confidence
in him, as his personality inspires great affection and especially to me
he is as atfectionate and kind as you are:

[ do hope you will succeed in persmading the Congress to adopt a
more affirmative attitude towards the political problem which has pro-
ved so troublesome to the country. If the present state of things s
allowed to conunue there will be no hope for the country. The
Report is likely to release or even to create forces which will

p:-fpﬁ.uats the present state of things. For any reasomable national

pact you can fully count on my support.
Hoping you are'%W ell.

Yours sincerely,
Mphammad Igbal
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We all live & die in Islam’s dominion.
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I may say at once, that my own view is that, if buman sur-
vival can be rendered probable at all this can be done only
by empirical arguments based on the phenomena which are

treated by psychical research.
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