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“...It is evident from his beautiful peem in hooour of
Ghalib, who, says Igbal, rests in the dust of Delhi. While

his spiritual brother Goethe slumbers in the rose-garden of
Weimar’'i2,
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*In this point of view, [ consider that for the last hundred

years by far notablest of all Literary Men is Fichte’s coun-

tryman, Goethe. To that man too, ina strange way, there

was given what we may call a life in the Divine ldea of the

World, vision of the inward divine mystery : and strangely,

out of his books the world rises imaged once more as godlike
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workmanship and temple of a God. Illuminated all, not
in fierce impure fire-splendour as of ...., but in mild
celestial radiance ;—really a Prophecy in these most unpro-
phetic times; to my mind, by far the greatest, though one of
the quietest, among all the great things that have come to
pass in them, Our chosen specimen of the Hero as Literary
Man would be this Goeihe. And it were a very pleasant plan
fot me here 1o discourse of his heroism : for I consider him to
ke a true Hero ; heroic in what he said and did, and perhaps
still more in what he did not say and did not do ; to me a
noble spectacle : a great heroic ancient man, speaking and
keeping silence as an ancient Hero, in the guise of a most
modern high-bred highculiivated Man of Letters | We have
had no such spectacle ; no man capable of affording such,
for the last hundred-and-fifty yearsld,
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Joethe in Weimer sleeps, and Greece,
Long since, saw Byrons’s struggle cease
But one such death remain’d to come

The last poetic voice is dumbe...
We s'and to-day by Wordsworth’s tomb.
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1. Igbal: The Poet and his Message by Dr. S, Sinha, 1947, .1

2, Igbal ; His Art and Thought; 5. A, Vahid, 1959, 1969.
3. Poectry of Igbal. Sir Zuliflgar Ali, 1922, 1977,
4

Studies in Igbal. S, A. Vahid (Includes article : Igbal and
Goethe) 1967,

Igbal : Essays and Studies, ed. Asloob Ahmad Ansari (Includes
Schimmel's article : igbal and Goethe), 1978.
The Poet of the Fast, A. Beg, 1939, 195].
7. Western Influence in Iqbal T.C. Rastogi, (1987).
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11. Journal of the Research Society of Pakistan. Lahore. Oct, 1977.

(Article : Igbal’s Borrowings from Epglish Poems by Dr.
Muhammad Sadiq).
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“The poem on the death of Dagh is modeled on Mathew
Arnold’'s Memorial Verses. The likeness in thought is too
palpable to be missed. Here is Arnold :

Goethe in Weimer sleeps and Greece.

Long since, saw Byron’s struggle cease.
But one such death remains to come,
The last poetic voice is dumb.

Others will teach us how to dare,
And against fear our breast to steal :
Others will strengthen us to bear—
But who, ah, who will make us feel ?
The cloud of mortal destiny,

Others will front it fearlessly—

But who like him will put it by?

And here 15 Igbal :
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““On the whole, then, as I said at the beginning, not only is
Wordsworth eminent by reason of the goodness of his best
work, but he is eminent also by reasen of the great body of
good work which he has left to us. With the ancients I will
not compare him.In many respzets the ancients are far above
us, and yet there is something that we demand which they
can never give. Leaving the ancients let us come to the poets
and poetry of Christendom. Dante, Shakespeare, Molisre,

Milton, Goethe are altogether larger andmore splendid lumin-
aries in the poetical heaven than Wordsworth. But | know not

where else, among the moderns, we are to find his superiors.
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He is one of the very chief glories of English Poetry ; and
by nothing is England so glorious as by her poetry. Let us
lay aside every weight which hinders our getting him recog-
nised as this, and let our one study be to bring to pass, as
widely as possible and as truly as possible, his own word
concerning his poems: ““They will co-operate with the benign
tendencies in human nature and society, and will, in their
degree, be efficacious in making men wiser, better, and
happierds”.
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“Wordsworth has been in his grave for some thirty years,
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and certainly his lovers and admirers cannot flatier them-
selves that this great and steady light of glery as vet shines
over him. He is ot fully recognised at home ; he is not
recognised at all abroad. Yet I firmly believe that the
poetical performance of Wordsworth is, after that of
Shakespeare and Milton, of which all the world now recog-
nises the worth, undoubtedly the most considerable in our
language from the Elizabethan age to the present time.
Chaucer is anterior ; and on other grounds, too. he cannot
well be brought inte the comparison. But taking the roll
of our chief poetical names, besides Shakespeare and Milton,
from the age of Elizabeth downwards, and going through
it, —Spenser, Dryden, Pope, Gray, Goldsmith, Cowper,
Burns, Coleridge, Scott, Campbell, Moore, Byron, Shelley,
Keats (I mention those only who are dead), —I think it
cartain that Wordsworth's name deserves to stand, and will
finally stand, above them all. Several of the poets named
have gifts and excellences which Worhsworth has not, But
taking the performance of eaeh as a whole, | say that Words
worth seems to me to have left a body of poetical work
superior in power, in interst, in the qualities which give

enduring freshness, to that which any one or the others has
Icft.

But this is not enough to say. [ think it certain, further,
that if we take the chief poetical names of the Continent
since the death of Moliere, and, omitting Goethe, confront

the remainicg names with that of Wordsworth, the result is
the samed?,"”
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Keep fresh the grass upon his grave
O Rotha, with thy living wave !
Sing him thy best ! for few or none

Hears thy voice right, now he is gone,
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All these ideas and attitudes of Igbal towards God, Nature and
Man are based on the tragic realities of life. But these ideas and
attitudes are traditionally treated as negative out look on life. Igbal
was capable of being a superb exponent of negative out look on life.
Had he fully exploited this capacity, he might have been on of the
greatest writers of tragedy. But he was destined to be otherwise.
One can not be sure at what point of his life he, abandoned
thinking negatively about life, or since when he started to be reconcil-
ed to lile. However, one fact is quite obvious. Before he became
a life affirming poet of world stature, he travelled a long way
from negation to affirmation. Perhaps he completed this journey
by the time he formulated his philosoply of “self” (Asrar-e-Khud).
He got reconciled to life and began to look at life in an affirmative
manner. He did not deny the defects and imperfections of the world
we live in. Nevertheless, his advice to man is this:

th!li w_-_._,!"* *-’:“'I“ YL 2
..'-f _!': £ B:l- S ) 2, u-! A

(Though MNature does not lack in good taste, get accomplish ye
what has been left unaccomplished by ber).

Igbal was destined to be a poet of human potentialities and
possibilities, not of human limitations and miseries. In his subsequ-

ent poetry and in the larger portion of his poetry he insisted upon
the fact that Man is capable of enlarging the area of his freedom and

narrowing his limitations. Through ceaseless efforts and creative
actions, he can transform his powerlessness into powerfulness,
dependence into independence and pre-determinism into freedom.
He can attain mastery over himsalf as well as the world arround him,
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Such lines or verses are not in abundance in Igbal's poetry but
they speak volumes about his complaints againt. Nature or God. In
his mature and exqisite Persian poetry of Payam-e-Mashrig or
Zaboor-e-Ajam we find such verses here and there :

'#J-ﬁ i B l.ﬂl { l_:,?l.,,ﬂr 3 *quil
uIJL..r oF L alls 31y a2
These mountains and forests

These deserts and rivers
They are niether confidants of human beings

MNor Sharers of human sorrows,

There were moments when Igbal felt man to be an insignificant
and helpless creature and ye! held accountable for whatever he does

in this world :
et GGl ot ¢ e L Ll
Gt o 81 32 47 Olpe § b ool
(Why do the angels record my sins ? My share is this world,

O God! is nothig more tham observing what is happening in
the world).

All these modes of feeling led Igbal to formulate an extremely
bitter view of the world which is best expressed perhaps in this verse :

JJJIJF r"lj F._ﬂ-l| N ] ala ﬁl{-r

(This world which is a sad spectacle of sudden death has been
named a world of stars and Moon)

This verse shows how much Igbal distrusted the beauty of the
world and how penetrating were his eves in seeing the hidden tragic

aspects of it. He did not accept the world as God wants Man to do.
He suggests that the world should have been carved in gquite a

different fashion so that it might bave suited mankind.
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In this poem Iqgbal complains that Nature has been peculiarly
trynnical to Man (Human being). She has made him curious about
secrcts (of life or universe) but at the same time has taken special
care to conceal the secrets from him. 'This world is just a house of
glass which gives only a sense of wonder, not only in the beginning
but aiso at the end. When we look at the objccts of Nature, we
find that though they are determined in their movement, Yyet
they ar= busy about deriving pleasure from their existence. But
there is nothing in the universe which may be called sharer of human
sorrows. How bitter is the life of human beings !

Iqbal’s feeling that Nature is a great tyrant and sadist has found
superb expression in ome of the verses of a Ghgzal ( the most
popular form of urdu poetry) included in his book Bal-e-Gibreel
which is one of his masterpieces in urdu poetry. Since urdu poets
are not used to give the dates of composition of their poems it is not
possible to say or surmise asto when that verse was composed by

Igbal. However the one verse is more eloquent tham many poems
composed on the theme in question, The verse is :

Sl Cmas g bgwpe mtd Sle Sl W

e

sl ol A fem WS b g PS5
In this verse niether the word *‘Nature’ has been used nor the
word *‘God’ has been employed. But as every student of literature
knows, Nature and God are iaterchangeable in poetry. In the verse
quatcd, Igbal addresses himself directly to God and says: This

handful of dust (Man) has been left in an infinitely vast world
where he is faced with violent wind. One wonders if Thy pleasure of
invention should be taken as Thy benevolence or oppression., Human
predicament in the universe can not be given a more beautiful

expression and the complaint to God can ever be expressed in a
more beautiful style.



29

anxieties., Among such peems I would particularly refer to *‘Insan™
(Man) which is certainly not a great or major poem but which is
a philosophical indictment of the callous joke which MNature has
cracked with mankind. It will not be out of place to quote this

short poem here ;
Ol

Iq__ i B B oy
R S R
Llee o & I ol jh
E of T 89 o welbw
£ SW)  he o WeF
o \l BT o
e W5 sl oow W L 2
byp  gae PR tF o+
P O Y T
e uwi B ls 5 b
e oo ¥ ol o ola
dal wld Gws  ayl
A5 ks Ny i B Q)
i e Ala ey dadyee
f 3ip 2 Flﬁ Yl 2
S e U Osijle S woRe
Ale K g o e P
Ao s s )

é H J‘j:' .,._v'.‘ =l



23

terms of its Islamic definition by abandoning the western concept
of nationalism. Here I do not propose to enter into further details

or implications of this change.

As a maiter of fact my main topic is the change in his poetry
of mature. Though a romantic, he was unlike ali the romantic
poets of the nineteenth century who rhymed in the English Language.
A great lover of beauty as he was, he did not find what may be
called the solace of soul im natural as well as human beauties.
What perturbed him most was the transience of natural beauties
and the brevity of the relationship between the lovers. There is a
peculiar strain of restlessness almost in all the poems he has written
about the beautiful objects of nature. In his ‘Stray Thoughts® he
has confessed that his study of Wordsworth saved him from being
an atheist. But his romantic poetry does not reflect the type of
spirituality one finds in Wordsworth. However, if Igbal did not
perceive any spirituality in Mature, he did not direct his observation
towards the ‘Red Claws’ of Nature either. His problems were
different from the English romantic poets. In the romantic phase
of his poetry he appears to be burning with some inner anguish.
This apguish can be traced or related to the dissatisfaction which
the failure of his first marriage had brought to him on the one hand
and the attraction he was experiencing in Atia Begam Faizi and one
of his German tutors Emma Weganast during his stay in Germany
on the other hand. This is the obligation of his biographer to relate
all the relevant factors of Igbal’s life and see how all the factors
influenced his romantic poetry. His philosophical bent of mind
also played a significant role in the shaping of his romantic poetry.
The anguish and loneliness he was suffering from as a result of his
unhappy youth began to find expression as a cosmic lactor in human
life at large. Igbal’s Letters to Atia Begam Faizi reveal that he
was extremely disgusted with his life and some of his early poems
indicate his painful feeling that man has been thrown by Nature into
a very unsympathetic werld with no one to share his sorrows and
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aational representation of life in poetry but also on the depiction
of the beautiful aspects of Nature. This was probably an indirect
impact of the English romantic poets of the ninteenth contury on
Urdu poetry. Because of his direct acquaintance with the romantic
poetry, Igbal too was deeply interested in composing poems on
different manifestations of Nature, such as the grandeur of
mountains, the beauty of the Moon, the fragrance of the roses,

the relation between the nightingale and the rose, the serme music of
the rivers, etc.

The trends which Igbal inherited from his immediate, rather
contemporary predecessors, were related mainly with two themes
of poetry (1) poetry concerning objects of nature and (2) poetry
concerning national problems. As far as the second theme is
concerned, Igbal started as a nationalist poet in terms of the western
concept of nationalism which was adopted by All-India Congress,
claiming that all the communities, whatever their religions and
cultures, living within the geographical frontiers of India constitute
one and only one nation. Within a short time, Igbal switched over
from this concept of nationalism to the Islamic view of nationlism
which iz based on religions community instead of confined to
geographical boundaries. This change-over in Igbal's outlook
culminated ih his famous presidential address of 1930 which he
delivered in the annual session of thc All-india Muslim League
held at Allahabad., in that historic address he dwelt on the
concepts of nationalism at length and tried his best to prove that
the Indian Muslims were not a minority but a nation by themselves,
judged by any criterion of nationhood. That address became the
corner-stone of Pakistan by reinvigorting the demand for the

division of Imdia as the most satisfactory solution of the Hindu-
Muslim issue.

What I am driving at is the idea that there were two major

changes in the early poetry of Igbal which made him the poet he is

popularly knewn. One of them is that he turned a nationalist in



Nazeer Siddigi

Iqbal‘s journey from megation to affirmation

That Iqbal underwent 2 number of intelleetual and conceptual
changes is a fact which cannot be denied. Generally, such changes
are treated as evolutionary by the admirers and self-contradictory
by the detractors of the poet. However it is not necessary that
every change should reflect some sort of evoliution im thought or
some decline in the mode of thinking. Man has bad to chose
between the hard realities of life and the expendient standin a
given situation created by subjective circumstances or objective
predicament, This is precisely what Igbal did in his development
as a poet. He started as one kind of poet and ended as a quite
different poet. But this is far from saying that in the beginning
he was a Romantic poet, interested in the manifestation of Nature,
and later on he became a national poet of the Muslim Umma which
required him to express himself on all the major issues of the day.

The national concerns are one of the most salient features of
Igbal’s poetry. He was intensely concerned with the fate of his

aation throughout his life.

Igbal's poetic life began in the atmosphere which was built
up by poets like Mohammad Husain Azad, Altaf Husain Hali,
Allama Shibli MNomani and Akbar Allahabadi. All of these
poets had very sirong national leanings. Azad and Hali, the founders
of modern Urdu poetry, had laid stress not only on the moral and

26



Is a picture-show,

Tale of lengthy night

Of non-existence,

Being product of
Mature's law of change
That alone is cute
Which decays and dies.”
Standing near, the moon
Heard the dialogue.
Rumoured on the sky,
Morning star too learnt.
Hearing from the star,
Dawn whispered to dew,
Leak the sky's news,

To earth’s confidant,
Message of dewdrop
Flooded flower’s eyes.
Tiny heart of the bud
Bled out of distress.

Spring departed from

Flowerbed in tears.
Youth come for a stroll

Left in pensive mood.
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Breathing in whose clime
Is divine bliss,

That very land is mine,
That very land is mine.

(11) Ouintessense of Beauty  jus cisis
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One day beauty asked
Maker of the world !

““Why didn’t you, Lord !
Make me immortal 7°°

God answered : “The world
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Where Chishiti did once
Preach the cult of truth,
Garden where Monk Nanak
Sang songs of oneness,
Which Tartars did

Own as native land,

Which lured Arabs to

Quit their desert homes
That very land is mine,
That very land is mine,

Chunk of earth which had
Wonder-struck the Greeks,
Which gave to the world
Taste of science and arts,
Soil which is blessed

With the Midas touch,
Which had filled with pearls
Coffers of the Turks,

That very land is mine,

That very land is mine.

e —— ———

To the stars fallen

From the persian skies
Which giving new glow
Restored it to hights,

From where heard the world
Strains of unity,

Which sent cool winds 1o
Prephet of Islam,

That very land is mine,

That very iand 1s mine.

e ——

W hose men are Moses
And mountains Sinai,
Where the ship of Noah
Laid its anchor once,
Whose earth’s staircase
To the lofly skies,
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Co-singers thought my
Songs were gift of spring
They don’t know what my
Love song signify,

From my fesh and blood
This world you have made,
What is martyr's prize

But unfading flush ?

Pampered by your graces
My life's passing smooth,
No blaming of friends,
No cursing of time.
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Ah | don't you recali

Good oid heart of mine ?

That college of love
Whip your eyes held,

These academicians
Demigoddesses ol age
Have no Azar’s art
Nor bewitching airs.

In this open space
There’s no cosy noek
Queer is this world
Neitber nest nor cage.

Vine is waiting for
Your bountiful rain
Persia’s taverns sell
Magian wine no more.
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There are several other worlds
Far beyond these petly stars
Love has yet to undergo
Many other ordeals.

Not breft of lifc are

These expansive spaces. Here
You will notice hundreds of
Caravans forging ahead.

Pray do not be centented

With this world of hue and scent.
Other gardens, other nests

Are there to welcome you.

If you are deprived of

One nest why should you bemoan ?
There are several other spots

To which grief can find its way.
You are a falcon, after all

Cut out to scale the heights,
There are newer heavens where
You may as well beat your wings.
Do nor let your feet be bound

By the chains of days and nights
You are destined to explore
Newer spaces, newer Limes.

Fled are times when I was
All alone in assembly
MNow there are a number of
Confidents around me.
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My tomb is the pilgrimage
Of the brave and steady souls
I've taught the poor dust

To soar like the Alvand.

Truth does not stand in need of
My role of a tiring maid.

For the loving care of
Nature dyes the tulip red.

(8) Ghazal : Jy
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There 1s no wealth better than

Leaping flame and ache of love.

I won't barter praver mat
With the highest throne of God,

Ah ! your freemen do not feel

At home iz this world or next.

Here the bond of death irks them
And the bond of life in the next.

Your veil’s bonanza for
Wanderers in the lane of love.

Your slow gsurrender does
Whet the fire of my love.

It passes its span of life
On the hills and in the sands.

For the hawk ’tis matter of
Utter shame to make & nest.
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Best of all the lands is our Hindustan
We its nightingales, ‘tis our flowerbed.

When we are abrood our hearts are in Hind
Deem us to be there where our hearts throb,

Its highest mountain, neighbor of the sky
Is our sentinel, our unflinehing guard.

Thousand rivers frisk in its loving lap
Which make paradise envy its orchard.

O Ganges ! can you remember those days
When our caravan landed on vour banks ?

Religion does not teach maliciousness
We are all Hindis and Hind is our land.

Egypt, Greece and Rome all were wiped out
But our name and fame live upto this day.

There’s something which makes us still survive
Though time has been long hostile to us,

‘Iqbal’ in this world confidant is none
How can anyone know my inner pain ?

(7) Ghazal : J3

(5dia ..’J_]T __.}j"' g ] J_j‘h .-':,'-_ Iq.l-lu .!'_ -'cl.:.-i
Shigldn OlE Oyl Wf O < _pli

lid oy Wi L' wp W § LAy J‘._j.T Ly
sS4l 8§ e oY ¢ syl (S 2 e Ll



6

Hearts of all the devotees.

Strength and composure combine
In the chanting of devouts.

In love lies salvation

Of all people of the world.

(6) India’s MNational Anthem : g "Wl 3
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All that you have learnt from them.
Is to hate your fellowmen.

E’en our God appears to teach.
Preachers to berate and chide.
Sick of your ways 1've at last
Taken leave of fane N shrine.

I reject preacher’s disecourse

As well as your silly myths.
You have a fond belief that God
Live in images of stone.

But to me each speck of my
Country’s dust is sacrosant.
Come, let us 1ift once again
Curtains that keep us apart.
Reunite the parted ones.

Blot out stigma of discord.
Habitat of the heart has been
Lying desolate for long.

Let us lay foundation stone
Of a new shrine in this land.
Let our holy place be higher
Than all spots of pilgrimage.
Let us make its lofty spires
Touch the hem of firmament.
Let us get up every morn

And sing honeyed melodies.

Pour the wine of love to touch
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O Brahmin ! if you don’t mind

May 1 tell the bitter truth ?
Idols which bedeck your shrine

Ah ! these are now out of date,
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None can foretell your
Fate, o Hindustan !
Poor thing ! a bright
Gem in foreign crown.
¥Your yeoman’s corpse,
Spewed up from the tomb,
Whose rotten shroud is
Still lying ‘neath earth.
Soul and body pawned
To the foreigners.
Neither dwelling place
Nor dweller survives.
You agreed to be
Britain's servitor.
Britain I don’t blame
It is you I chide.
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One storey of heart’s abode

May be some beloved guest
Poure into it from somewhere.

(3) India’s Artists s 44 O 5.9
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Their fancy’s deathbed
Of rapture and love.
Their unlit minds are
Peoles’ cemeteries.
Image of death is
Painted in tbeir shrines.
Their art’s sick of life
Like the pundit’s soul.
They hide holy heights
From the human eye.
They put soul to sleep
And excite the flesh.
India’s painters, poets
And tellers of tales
Woman sits astride
Their nerves, alas !
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(f) Muse departed may or may not repair
You may breathe or not Hejaz’s gentle air
Days of this fagir have come to an end
Some seer may or may not be his heir.
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(g) In your world the fish and fowl abound
Mine with sunup lament does resound

In your world I am just a poor serf
And in mine vour supremacy’s found.

(2) Beloved Guest : 33 Olpr
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Minds of the School-bred people are
Mreting place of medley thoughts.
What is good and what is bad

Who can tell in our age 7

Better keep unoccupid

(f)

(g)
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(¢) In you there’s breath, not the stirring soul

In rousing mahfil you can play no role
By pass reason for it is a candle which

Points out the way, not the final goal.
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(d) Of meeting and split nothing need he said

Self-unwrapping is life’s fountain-head
MNeither ocean is lesser nor the pearl

As the pearl departs from the ocean’s bed.
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(¢) Lord! relieve him from day-to-day affairs
So that be 15 freed from momently cares
Age has turned Satan into old fogey
To commit new sins he not at ali dares.

(c)

(d)

(e)



Rajinder Singh Verma

Igbal for Everyone

(1) Quatrains =lsl;
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(a) Why do not tempests agitate your sea 7
Why your nature is marked by heresy ?

You keep complaining ‘gainst what God ordained
Why don't you become yourself His decree ?
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(b) My poor domain wealthy folk envy
For self-respecting is my poverty
That which undermines Musalman's will

Pray beware of such mendicancy.



enthusiasts of the Pakistan period are still alive. They include
Dewan Azraf the Sansad’s current chairman. 1If can also rely upon
the support of a new generation of Urdn scholars in the universities
and outside. Among them are such figures as Dr. Abdullah, Dr.
Raisuddin, and Mrs. Kulsum of the University of Daceca, Dr. Syed
Nuruddin. Advocate Abdul Jalil, Dr. Abeda Hafiz, a retired college
principal, and several others who have responded enthuaiastically
to the present revival of interest in Igbal’'s woiks. There are many
others who are less interesied in Igbal as a poet than in Igbal as a
Muslim thinker whose ideas on the reorganisation of Muslim society
can be an inexhaustible source of inspiration to reformers. The
birth and death anniversarics are again being celebrated and drawing
large crowds. It can be said with confidence that the misunders-
standings of the first few years of the seventies have for all practical
purposes evaporated. Muslim Bengali is now entering upon a ncw
phase in its approach to the poet unencumbered by political
confusion. The Sansad hopes, its resources permitting to spensor a
new series of translations and also the republication of book on
Igbal not readily available now. It also proposes to collect newspaper
articles on him published over the last half century, which apart
from giving an idea of how various writers have reacted to Igbal
and also incidentally of changes in literary taste, will provide an
interesting light on the climate of thought in the subcontinent as
a whole.



A renaissance in Islam, as a champion of freedom, as a man who
struggled all his life to teach man that he can best fulfil his destiny
and potential by a dynamic response to the challenges of his existe-
nce, by throwing our sense of historical perspective to the winds.
It is this realisation which crystallised in March 1986 into the
formation by a group of Dacca University students and some others
of the Igbal Sansad. This was symptomatic of a change which in the
meanwhile had taken place in the climate of thought in Bengiadesh.

The Igbal Sansad began its journey on & shoe-string budget It
has yet no permanent home. But thanks to the untiring efforts of the
young men behind if, the Sansad has so far succeeded in holding
a number of celebrations and seminars on Igbal, in publishing
several booklets consisting of articles written by leading scholars and
Igbal admirers, and what is more impeortant in collecting 2 thirtcen
bundred-volume library on the poet. These puablications and
celebration have once again focussed attention en the importance
of Igbal as a poet and thinker as a parl of a cultural legacy that
Bangladesh can ill-afford to abandon. The Sansad has had many
frustrations and disapointments to contend with, Its motives are not
always clearly understood. It has received no finacial backing
from any important source : and it also faces problems from the fact
that many of Iqbal's works and their translation are no longer
available. But a welcome sign ef the times has been the increasing
sympathy shown towards iis aims amoug an ever-widening circle
among the educated. The Sansad loaks forward to publishing in
1989 a yolume in English to highlight the pew response {0 [gbal in a
new context. The Sansad is a wholly non-political organisation
devoted to the object of promoting the study of Iqbal.

The Sansad during the two and a balf years of its existence has
built up an organisational structure consisting of a council and body
of advisers and has been able to establish contact with other societies
interested in Igbal. Despite the financial constraints under which
it operates it has benefited from the fact that some of the Igbal



(Igbal as I know him). Muhammad Abdul Hai, who was Professor
of Bengali in Dacca University, contributed a number of critical
essays on Igbal which were published in monthly periodicals in the
late forties and later. Some of them deal with such subject as
Igbal’s place as the national poet of Pakistan, his concept of the true
Muslim, and the meaning of his message,

This account is by no means exhaustive. No record exists of the
numerous essays which appeared farily regularly in the dailies and
monthlies on the poet’s birth and death anniversries which were

observed without fail by enthusiastic groups of writers and readers,
hese mesting drew large crowds.

Igbal was not ounly read and translated ; he exerted on a large
number of creative writers an influence which is difflcult to trace
without an exhaustive exminatien of the poetry and prese written
during the forties, fifties and sixties. Farrukh Ahmad, a major
Bengali poet in his own right, was an admirer and follower of Igbal.
The increased emphasis on the ideals of brotherhood among men
that can be perceived in the poetry of Ghulam Mustafa and
Shabadat Hussain is attribitable to Igbal,

Among the prese writers who tried sedulously to explaln
Igbal to the Bengali sgpeaking audience the most prominent were
Muharimad Wajed Ali, S.Wajed Ali. Dewan Mohammad Azraf and
Hassn Zaman.,

The unfortunats events which marked the birth of Bangladesh in
1971 led, as we have said to a misunderstanding about Igbsal’s
responsibility for what happened. The Igbal Academy founded ip
the sixties by Mizanur Raliman could no longer function, Igbal’s
name was removad fromm one of the residential halls of Daceca
University owing to the same misunderstanding. Whatever the
emotions of the crowd, the more perceptive sections of the Bangla-
deshi population have always realized that it was not right to deny
Igbal his due as a great creative artist and thinker, as a harbinger of



Mirza Sultan Ahmad published his translations of A;:-gr;g,
Khudi and Ramuz-e-Bekhudi in 1954. Tn 1957 came Kalam-z2-Igbal
by Ghulam Mustafa ; this was a translation of several poems
commissioned by the Iqbal Academy.

This does not by any means exhaust the list of translators. For
many pieces translated by individuals here and there were regularly
published in different literary jourmals. These remain scattered
and if coliected would give a beiter idea of the popularity of Igbal
in Muslim Bengal. Among the transiations of this kind Abdul
Quadir’s work, originally ﬁuhﬁshﬂd in Mahenau, deserves a mention.

Iqbal’s English writings, particularly his Reconsiruction of
Religious Thought in Islam, have also attracted translators. The
§irst translation by one Abdul Hug appeared serially in the monthly
Mohammadi in the early fortics, to ke followed soon afterwards
by another incomplete transiation by Mujibur Rahiman of the Azad.
In 1957 under auspices of the Pakisian Government a board of

translators was set up for this work. . A Bengali version entitled

Islame Dharmiva Chintar Punargathan, edited by Ibrahim Khan and
Sayeedur Rahman, was eventually published under the imprimatur
of Pakistan Publication which was a semi-cfficial organisation.
[qbal’s thesis on Persian metaphysics is also available 1n Bengali in
s yersion sponsored by the Islamic Foundation of Dacca. Itis
the most important translation of any work by Igbal produced in

the Bangladesh period.

Attempts to evalnate Igbal critlcally in Bengail datc back to
1945 when Dr Shabidullah wrote his monogram oil the poet. About
the same time or perhaps a year earlier in 1944 Habibullah Baha
wrote a book on igbal in which he tried to underscore the significance
of his message, They wexe followed by 2 critica! work on thc same
subject by Syed Abdul Mannan who also published a translatien of
K.G. Saiyyidain’s Igbal’s FEducational Philosophy in 1958. Yet
another book in which an attempt is made to interpret the poet is
represented by Mrs Nur Jahan Begum's Igbalke Jatotuku Jenechhi



Before I pass on to the 'translations of poems other than Shikwa,
I shauld at this point mention an English translation of Shikwa
and Jawab-e-Shikwa by Altaf Husain, a Bengali Muslim, whn later
rose to be first the chief editor of Dawn and afterwards a minister
in the Pakistan cabinet. His version was published some time
before the estiablishment of Pakistan and T personally think it is
superior to the translation of the same woerk by Professor Arberry.
Altaf Husain’s quatrains caught some of the fervour of the original.

Sved Abdul Mannan’s renderings of selections from Iqbal were
published in 1945, He was the second person to atiempt a translation
of Asrar-e-Khudi, having been preceded by Abdul Majid.

Another landmark in the ioterpretation of Igbal was the
appearance in 19352 of a volume entitled Jgbaler Kabita or Igbal’s
poems writtenr jointly by Farrukh Abmed, Abul Hussain and Syed
Ali Absan. The book included fragments from Asrar-e-Khudi.
They relisd mainly on an English translation of that work by
Professor Nicholson,

Among those in the Pakistan period who translated directly
from the original special mention must be made of two writers ;
A. F. M. Abdul Hug and Maniruddin Yusuf. Abdul Hugq was not
a poet himself, but he brought to his rendering of Ramuz-e- Bekhudi
an impressive knowledge of Persian. Yusuf not only was a good
poet in his own right but came from a family who spoke Urdu at
home and were descended from a line of well-known Persian
ccholars. Yusuf knew both of these lasguages. His fgbaler Kavya
Sanchayan or Selections from Igbal covers a wide range of Igbal’s
works and presents Igbal in language which is poetlical at the same
time that it conveys some of the flavour of Urdu and Persian idiom.
The works represented in the volume include Bang-e-Dara, Bal-e-
Jibril, Zarb-e-Kalim and Armughan-e-Hijaz. Yusuf’s translations
have won a permanent niche in the history of Bengali poetry. They
can be read and enjoyed as original verse.



as early as 1928 and was published in a monthly called Sahityik.

Kalimullah was, at the time he translated the work a student in a

Higher Secondary College. His work has less merit as poetry than

the translation done by Ashraf Ali Khan, a poet himself, in the
thirties. Ashraf Ali was a fiery voung man whose enthusiasm for
Islam paralleled Igbal’s, though, needless to say, he did not possess
Igbal’s stature as a scholar. The third tranmslation, by Dr.
Muhammad Shahidullah, the celebrated Bengali schelar, camz out

in 1940. It lacks Ashraf Ali Khan’s poetic fervour but is more
literal and faithful.

Shikwah and Jawab-e-Shikwah attracted more than a half-dozen
translators in the Pakistan period. Immediately before the estab-
lishment of Pakistan came t(wo translations, one by Aminuddin

Ahmed and the other by Muhammad Sultan and they were followed

by a regular cascade of tranzlations, The most famous among

them was the version done by the well-known post Ghulam Mustafa

in 1960.  This was preceded by Abul Kalam Mustafa’s work
in 1952,

It may not be oui of place to menticon lthat Mubammad Sultan’s
translation carried a brief foreword by Kazi Nazrul Islam, Muslim
Bengal’s greatest poct, who termed it a remarkable achievement
which fully communicated the flavour of the original.

The year 1960 saw also a naw translation by Mizanur Rabhman
who was responsible for the foundiog of the Igbal Academy later.
Mention must be made among the admirers of Igbal of the work
of Moulavi Tamizuddin, Kazi Akram Huasain and Bazlur Rahman.
All these versiors appeared before the fall of Pakistan in 1971.

Bang-i-Dara was first introduced to Bengali readers by Mizapur
Rahman in 1960 along with his version of Shikwah in an anthology
entitled Igbaler Katha. It included selections from that work

and was given the gencral title of Igbalika which means an Igbal
anthology.
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a group of enthusiastic university students in Dacca that phase can
be said to have definitely come to an end.

Urdu and Persian used to be studied and cultivated fairly
widely in pre-1947 Bengal, Nineteenth century Bengal produced
in Abdul Ghafur Nassakh an eminent poct whose mother tongue
was Bengali but who wrote with remarkable mastery in both Urdu
and Persian. He was a contemporary of Hali and was known
and respected in literary circles in Lucknow and Delhi, His elder
brother Nawab Abdul Latif was a famous man whose contribution
to Muslim education and politics is well-known. This tradition
did not die out completely with the end of the century. I myself
knew in my own childhood a large number of people in Dacca who
could hold their own against schotars in Northern India.

Now, Igbal owed his popularity in Bengal not only to the
fact that there existed here a tradition of Urdu and Persian
scholarship but to his revolutionary interpretation of the message
of Islam. The way he transmuied his enthusiasm for Islam into
great poetry set him apart from all others, His boldness an as advocate
of this religion espacially the emphasis he piaced on the unity of
the Ielamic community worldwide. his belief that Islamic brother-
hood offered a better alternative to modern nationalism, the dynamism
of his philosophy of salfhood had a special ciffect on the Muslims
of Bengal. They had been groaning for decades since the beginning
of British rule under a double yvoke, the yoke of political bondage
joined to the yoke of cultural bondage which had resulted from the
new system of education. Having boycoited it initially they found
themselves left high and dry a great distance from their Hindu
neighbours. Igbal brougt them promise of fresh hope, and pointed
to a way out of despair. Not unnaturally, the Hrst book to be
widely studied and translated into Bengali was Iqbal's Shikwah
o Jawab-a-Shikwah. This was both an analysis of the misfortunes
which afflicted the Muslim community and an attempt to discover
a remedy. The earliest translation, by H. Kalimullah, appeared
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igbal in Muslim Bengal

The study of Iqbal in Muslim Bengal seems to have begun
almost as soon as he established himself as a poet in Northern and
Western India; but it is possible to distinguish three phases in the
approach of Bengali speaking Muslims to the poet : the period
before 1947 when the British still governed the subcontinent : the
Pakistani period from 1%47 to 1971 : and the period from 1972
until the present day. Except for a brief interregnum following
the emergence of Bangladesh as an independent state in 1971 when
temporary political passions made it difficult for anyone to cultivate
Igbal openly and lsd to the removal of his name from instituiions
associated with him, imcluding the Dacca University Hall which

used to be called Iqbal Hall, there has actually been never a time

when he was totally forgotten. The reaction against him in the

wake of the tragic events of 197! was due to the mistaken idea that
having been the originator of the concept of Pakistan the poet was
somehow responsible for the sufferings which marked the establish-
ment of Bangladesh. But it is doubtful whether the feeling was
shared by thoughtful people everywhere. No attempt was made to
remove Iqbal’s works from the syllabuses of the Urdu departments
in the universities, nor was the sale of Igbal’s poems banned. He
continued to be studied in private by many, although celebrations
of his birth and death anniversaries ceased temporaily. With the
catablishment of the Allama Igbal Sansad in the late eighties by



ool s g P s)]

Bt e st imsh fnfle LLA
ASGUAS e e s U lasia 15
s W IO Sl ST o

BB e sl U8 15 L

B = e

W
B
s
%
.
| i
I

i
L
= o

1

M -|---|..-.-|—l_l|- |
: -
l. .
|

...
i i iy







