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31.
32.
33.

35.

37

39.

41.
42.
43,

Ibid, p. 15 : .
Ibid, pp. 25-26
If the religious truth realised by the prophet is not self-evident to him

and must need be tested by him by a pragmatic test, this means that

the truih realised by him is not evidently true, but is being made true

. the course of the development of hypothasia and its being
experimentally tested. See: L.S.Stebbing: A Modem Introduction (o

logic, pp. 291-317.
Igbal: Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, p. 15

Ibid, p. 25 .
Ibid, p. 179

"The essence of religion”, according to Igbal, "is faith and faith like.the
bird. sees its trackless way unattended by intellect which in the words

of the great mystic post of Islam, “only way-lays the living heart of man
and robs it of the invisible wealth of life that lies within". Igbal:

Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, p. 1.
Ibid, p. 25

Ibid, p. 26 ‘
There seems to be no reason, then to accept the normal level of
human experience as fact and reject its other levels as mystical and
emotional (Igbal: Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, pp. 15)
and further it is said that these experiences are perfectly natural like
our normal experiences (Ibid, p. 174)

Ibid, p. 179

Ibid, p. 179

Glorious Koran: Trans. by Pickthall (21:25) p. 216.

Ibid: Ibid, (10-38), p. 160

Ibid: Ibid, (2:136) p. 45

Igbal: See Reconstruction of Religions Thought in Islam, pp. 27-38
(This is the stle of Igbal’s second lecture).

« A school of Indian Philosophy founded by Patanjali (in the second or

the fourth centry B.C.). "The yoga helps us to reach a higher level of
consciousness, through a transformation of the psychic organism,
which enables it to get beyond the limits set to ordinary human



20

21.

22,

23,
24,
25.
26.
27.

v 15

Ibid. pp. 25
Ibid. pp. 25, 19
,Ibid. pp. 25
Ibad. pp. 25
Ibid. pp. 25
Ibid. pp. 25
Ibid. pp. 25
Ibid. pp. 25
Ibid. 1
Ibid. pp. 2
Ibid. pp. 2

Ibid. pp. 171-181: This leeture was not included in the 1930 edition of
the book (M.U., Aligarh -- No. 297. 1/15R - Dr. S. Z. Husan's
collection) and was not originally delivered cither at Madras or

.at Aligarh, Tt was later on added (sce 1934 edition of Oxford

Univ. Press) to add strength to the validin of religious
expericnce. To our mind, while it resolves some minor
dillicultics in Igbal's way of thinking, it brings in some
formidable inconsistencies in his work of Reconstruction of
religious thought in Islam.

Igbal: Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam (1934 edition of
Oxford Univ. Press), 171.

Ibid, pp. 27-58: This, being the title of his second lecture, ostensibly
deals with the test of religious experience, but by a mysterious
design is more concentrated on religious dogma than is
concerned with religious experience itself.

~ Neither was it orginally included in the 1930 edition nor was actually
delivered either at Hyderabad, Madras or Aligarh.

Igbal: Recmsm_tcu'qn of Religious in Islam, pp. 171
Ibid, Ibid. : .
Ibid, p. 2

Ibid, p. 1
Ibid, p. 179
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The one way of ascertaining the objectivity of religious experience 1s,
which Igbal himself attempts to follow viz. to find out whether or not it is
opposcd by the developments of physical sciences. Another way would be, as
Yoga* has done, to find out how far mental science recoils ffom or
reinforces it. A third method would be to trace the history of religious
thought in the context of the different social and cultural patterns of the
world, and to assess the total possibilities of accord that exist between the
different revelations of religious expericnce of the people of the world as a
whole. If in the total possibilitics of assessment, mystic experience comes oul
to be the underlying unity that saturates and vitalises all religions, as an
authentic criterion of the objectivity and validity of religious truths, This
method of course has its own scope and may not, in all possibility, be
stretched in the direction of establishing religion as a ritual or a dogma. *

If the first one gives a negative support to religious expericnce by
discovering it as nol necessarily and finally opposed 1o the developments n
positive sciences, the second one lends it a positive suppor| by directing the
sccker of truth to discover the essential spirit of religion by hintsell. In a way
Iqbal himself has commended it when he quotes approvingly a mystic saint of
Islam as saying that "no understanding of the Holy Book is possible until it is
actually revealed to the believer just as it was revealed to the prophet®", If
for the sclf-evident experience of Truth gained through a religious selfless
discipline, a further objective assessment is needed it can best be had by a
comparative study of the religions of the world whose truth yielding function
is doubtlessly agreed upon.

REFERENCE

1. Iqbal: Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam (Oxford
University Press 1934 edition) pp. 118

Z Koran: X:48 (Trans. by Pickthall) pp. 161

<) Koran:  XIIET (Trans. by Pickthall) pp. 193

4.  Koran: XXXV:24 (Trans. by Pickthall)

5 Koran: 21:25 (Trans. by Pickthall) Glorious Koran, pp. 236

6"  lgbal: Reconstruction of Religious Thought in  Islam  (Oxlord

University Press, 1934 edition), pp. 25-26
T Ihid, pp. 25
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Koran says: :
i)  7And we sent no messenger before Mohammad but ye wnspircd
' him (saying): There is no God save Me (Allah) so worship me?0,

ii)  And’this Quran is a confirmatios of that which was before 1t4!,

i)  Say (O Muslims): We believe in Allah and that which is revealed unto
us and that which was revealed unto Abraham, and Ishmael, and
I8aac, and Jacob, and the tribes and that which Moses and Jesus
*received and that which the prophets received from their Lord. We
make no distinction between any one of them and unto Him we have
surrendered?Z,

It is indeed difficult to understand how can the different religions of
the world, having God or the Absolute Spirit as its ultimate source, quarrel
amongst themgelves for being the most true religion and decry others to the
inferior status of being more or less true but not quite true. -

So judged, Igbal’s "Philosophical test of the revelations of religious
cmriﬂnca‘ﬂ is a defence mechanism against all efforts to promote the
essential unity of all religions, and as the mystics of the world, as supporting
the essential "religion of man,” have suffered the most at his hands, it is now
time for us to turn to the question of the objectivity of mystic experience,
which alone if once established can save religion from the scathing criticism
of the positive sciences.

Insipid of Igbal’s phobia against the dangers of subjectivity in mystic
experience, it is to be affirmed that if the different mystics of the world,
*  belonging to different religions and faith, do claim to have an experience of
Truth for themselves, irrespective of the faith to which they belong, it does
lend some support to the fact that their different experiences, clothed n
different languages and belonging to different social conditions as they are, as
lending to each other an'increasing support and carrying with them a sincere
truth of uniformity of feeling and unity of thought, are not 10 be dreated as
merely anchored in whimsical possibilities of subjectivism. The general
. consensus of the mystics of the world, inspite of the fact that they beldng (o
different religions, does give some objectivity to the truth as revealed through
myslic experience.
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life and existence. Then this absence of conflict of science with religion in the’
broadest sense of the work is, in rapid succession, taken to mean firstly that
science affirms religion, in the broadest sense of the word, as conserving
certain spiritual possibilitics, and secondly that sciences indicate the truth of
religions jn a general way. Not content even with that hastily drawn
conclusion, he stretches that very absence of, conflict of science with religion
to mean that the religious dogma and the strict tenets of theology are thereby
not merely nonagreeable to sciences, but are in some remote way already
admitted by them. Scholastic faith in the religious tenets is, thus, made
possible and Igbal emerges out as the greatest of the reconstructiohist of the
religious thought in Islam during the first half quarter of the present century.

Igbal’s attempt to put the revelations of religious experience, 1O
philosophical test, in a way, expresses his unwillingness to give religious
experience unreservedly an independent place in the community of different
‘experiences-normal, " abnormal and super-normal, etc. At first, in the first
lecture he conceives religious experience to be quite normal. This carries
with it the further suggestion that it too would be tested very much like other
normal experiencas”. Because of this loaded suggestion, however, he feels in
the very second lecture, inclined to mistrust it as a normal experience®and
thereby wishes to test its being genuine or otherwise. For this purpose he
brings out his two tests, the philosophical and the pragmatic, as employed by
the philosopher and the prophet respectively. This means that he suddenly
feels doubtful of its being, to quote his words, "perfectly natural*38,

But as this description of its being "perfectly natural™? could have
given it a universality, and a cosmic possibility wherein the experiences of
both the great mystics and the prophets of the world could have been
included. he first distinguishes the mystic experience from the prophetic
experience thereby suggests that the prophetic experience is a complete
break from the mystic experience of Truth, This he does under the pretext of
avoiding the dangers of subjectivism which according to him are increasingly
there in mystic experience. His well intended appeal to objectivity not only
allows him the right to distinguish the prophetic experience from the mystic
one but it also bestows on him the self-carned autonomy to declare implicitly
the revelations of the religious experience of the prophet of Islam to be more
objectively authentic than those of all the other prophets of the world. Herein
he seems to be oblivious of the Quranic spirit of accommodation and
understanding with all the other religions of the world. For instance the
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intellectual test is concerned with the defence of faith and the pragmatic test
committed to the elaboration of discovery,

. So judged Igbal stands in line with the great scholastics in the history
of Islam. He is one with them in his desire to defend faith on rational
grounds. He is again behind them in accepting reason as sufficieat enough
for the defence of faith. He is again their close and trusted ally in giving an
ostensible primacy to reason over faith and thereby hastily concluding that
reason and faith, being a mutual supporter to each other yield us the same
truth.

"The prophet is, thus, committed to discovery. The philosopher,
merely stands for faith which, however, and it is advisable too, may be
rationalised on the basis of the intellectual test. This means that an effort is
made by the philosopher to retain his faith which is being constantly
disturbed in view of the ever new discoveries of empirical sciences,
Intellectual test, though in its essential scope of application, is quite apart
from the plrag_malic, yet as serving the ends of faith as approximating to
dogma, it is, in the hands of Igbal, a form of pragmatic test itself in so far as
it is already committed tq retaining, of course under the plea of physical
sciences being not opposed to it, not merely, as much of faith as possible, but

. the whole of it in all its dogmatic _details. Now if truth is that which in the

last resort, being agreeable to us is agreed upon as true, this may mean that
intellectual test js tempered to suit our will-to-believe without giving us the
absolute conviction that is there in the discovery or the personal experience
of the truth such as the prophet or even a mystic has for himself.

Further, if the real crux of the intellectual test of the revelations of
religious experience lies in the fact that physical sciences in the process of
their contemporary discoveries, do not oppose a spiritual interpretation of
the universe, it is to be properly seen whether this absence of open conflict
with a specific aspect of religion, ie., its admission of a spiritualistic
interpretation of the universe can at all be taken to mean a pos.
affirmation not only of ‘a particular aspect of religion, but of Islam as
conceived by Igbal in all his vehement support to traditional dogma and
dogmatic traditions. Igbal in the initial stage of his analysis of the
-contemporary situation in positive sciences, is inclined to make a scant knt
that empirical investigation in positive domains of knowledge are ostensibly
not. conflicting with the religious aspiration to affirm a spiritual outlook on

- W
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that is relevant here and which is not intentially raised by him is who will
judge that "our interpretation leads us ultimately to a reality of the same
character as is revealed by religious experience®.36 Ostensibily it is religious
experience as such which is said to be brought to the test, but in fact it 5 the
religious faith of the philosopher himsell that is being so judged by the
philosopher all alone oblivious of all other faiths and attitudes to life and
existence. Thus the philosopher comes out to be both a litigant and a judge at
the same time. naturally a suspicion does creep in that perhaps the
investigation or the test itsell is not without any presumption. Personal
intellectual attitude as already made Lo suil one’s personal faith pE;haps 18
nol to be very authentically depended upon for passing an impartial
judgement upon either onc’s own faith or one’s own test. It is some such
implicit inconvenience with his own test that forces Igbal to bring in the
pragmatic test as attributed to the prophet not so much with a view to
indicate the religious experience of the prophet as to give some indirect
support to the intellectual test of the philosopher. Igbal, however, forgets to
point out the proper relation between the two and fails Jo answer the
question which of these is subservient to which and what meaning is to be
given to cach that the one may be treated as supporting the other. From his
short description of each it appears that philosopher may feel happy and
satisfied with his intellectual test irrespective of what the prophet has
discovered through his pragmatic test and likewise the prophet may take his
pragmatic test as sufficient into itself being oblivious of the intellectual test of
the philosopher.

In bringing together the intellectual test of the philosopher along
with the pragmatic test of the prophet, Igbal, however, forgets the fact that
the two tests are, in the nature of their application, poles apart. Accepting
Igbal's own account, the prophet, having an experience of the Absolute Truth
makes an attempt to verify his discovery by applying it to the social and
cultural conditions of human life. This means that he is mainly concerned
with his discovery as applicable to the conditions of life and human existence.
The philosopher, on the other hand, through his intellectual test is least
concerned with the discovery of the prophet but is absorbed in the defence of
his own faith in that very discovery. Thus the intellectual test, may in all
probability, in some remote way approximate to truth but being mainly
concerned with the defence of faith will never reveal the Truth such as is
revealed to the great discoverers of truth themselves. To conclude, the

- -
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having emerged [rom the one source of religious experience have so much in
common with themselves.

Further, merely to ¢mphasize the cognitive aspects of human
personality to the exclusion of the feeling and willing aspects of the human
selfl would be to miss the real spirit of religion which in its integral
possibilities reveals the totality of the dimensions of the sell. Perhaps intellect
i< satisfied that in the context of our relations with the Absoluie it does not
have the sole claim to satisfaction or confirmation.?! Intellectual test, so
conceived would be an impartial and critical assessment of real situation in
the context of human aspirations for moral perfection and spiritual
realization as such irrespective of this or that religion. In view of the ever
increasing heights of moral progress and spiritual perfection, always
heralding new ‘opportunitics and fresh openings for the self, intellectual test
as conceived by Igbal cannot be accepted as the sole authority for any final
judgment. It is the recognition of this situation that forces Igbal to bring in
the pragmatic Yest which according to him is requisitioned by the prophet.

Intellectual test as conceived by Igbal means only this much that the
philosopher, as isolated from the structure of human existence, tries to find
out for himself whether the contemporary developments in empirical sciences
do seriously oppose his basic traditional faith in God or not. Here, though he
defines intellectual test as “critical interpretation without any presump-
tions'3?, it is very difficult to say whether he does start without any
presumptions of human experience. In view of the fact that he takes a highly
individualistic view of the intellectual test and confines it as converging on his
own (or his community’s) personal beliefs and faith to the exclusion of
others, it appears that even his intellectual test is designed with a view to a
specific end and pragmatic possibility. Living in a society of human beings of
a more or less uniform level of intellectual possibilities instead of finding his
personal intellectual catisfaction, it was but necessary that the satisfaction of
human intellect as such would have been insisted upon. ..s implicit
insistence upon personal intellectual catisfaction makes it lose something of
its universality and intellectual necessity. This he himself accepls in a way
when he brings in hastily the pragmatic test of the prophets along with the
intellectual which is of the philosopher. The intellectual test according»to his
own definition is critical interpretation without any presumptions to discover
whether our interpretation leads us ultimately to a reality of the same
character as is revealed by "religious experience”. The one question, however,

w L]
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heautiful words of Rumi, feeds on the rays of the Sun and brings us into
contact with aspects of Reality other than those open to sense-perceptions™1,

.

To be able to avoid some of the above objections, Igbal very
skillfully qualifies religious experience with the word Revelations whereby the
title of the lecture reads as follows; "The philosophical test of the
Revelations of the Religious Experience”. The title, expressive as it is of a
mental reservation on the part of Igbal may now mean either that the
religious experience itself is put to the crucible of experiment or that it is only
the revelation of that very experience which is thus tested. R

Now coming to the two tests viz. the intellectual resorted to by the
philosopher and the pragmatic as requisitioned by the prophet. Leaving apart
the question how far the intellectual test can satisfy the religious aspirations
of man or rectify his faith we may here, for the sake of argument, concede
that the philosopher, having no direct access to the religious experience of
the prophet, indeed is justified te put it to some test® fog his personal
assurance whereby its being genuine or otherwise is vividly established. Igbal
calls it the intellectual test which he defines as "Critical interpretation,
without any presuppositions of human experience, gencrally with a view to
discover whether our interpretation leads us ultimately to a reality of tht
same character as is revealed by religious expcriﬂncﬂ."n

The intellectual test, however, can be either \conceived in the
broadest sense of the word as applied to an over extension of religious
opportunities and religious openings irrespective of this religion or that or
with a narrow connotation of the word as confined to a specific religion say
Islam in the present contest.

If, as Igbal himself admits33 the history of religions is an authentic

source of the validity of religious feeling, one of the basic requirements of
intellectual test would be that instead of dividing religions it would, as far as
possible, unite them in the essentials. So judged intellectual test has to help
us to @volve a view of reality which in broad outlines, be treated as uniformly
acceptable to all religions. If the main function of the philosophical test is, as
fqbal himself contemplates to bring about, a rapprochement betweeén
empirical sciences and faith, which are for all practical purposes opposed to
cach other, it is perhaps more legitimate to expect it as playing the role of a
trustworthy mediator between different faiths and religions all of which

o .



of feeling with a cognitive aspect, the content of which cannol he
comimunicated to others except in the form of a judgement, Now
. When a jutigement which claims to be the interpretation of a cértain
region of human experience, not accessible to me is placed before
me for my assent, I am entitled to ask what is the guaranxe of its
truth? Are we in possession of a test which would reveal its validity?
If personal experience had been the only ground for acceptance of a
judgement of this kind, religion would have been the possession of a
few individuals only. Happily we are in possession of tests which do
not differ from those applicable to other forms of knowledge. These
I call the intellectual test and the pragmatic test. By the intellectual
. lest I mean critical interpretation without any presuppositions of
human experience, generally with a view to discover whether our
interpretation leads us ulimately to a reality of the same character
as is revealed by religious experience. The pragmatic test judges it by
its fruits. The former is judged by the philosopher, the latter by the
pmphel“ﬂ.

This means that the religious experience of the prophet, being put in
the form of a judgement, is now pul, on the one hand, to a pragmatic test by
the prophet himself and to an intellectual test by others who would "listen” to
him. It may, however, further be asked whether it is the judgement in which
religious experience is clothed or the religious experience itself which is thus
to be tested and tricd. Further, as both the tests pertain to the religious
experience of the prophet himself attended to at the initial stage by himsell
through its pragmatic vibrations in society and at a later stage by others
through an intellectual test, it appears that the religious experience, as being
in need of a double verification, must indeed be devoid of any self-evidence
and is thus to be treated on par with a more working hypothesis®" which,
even at its best, is yet expressive of a state of doubt and not ensuring any
conviction and self-assurance either for the prophet himself or for his
followers. This would be perhaps to miss the very essential spirit of religious
experience itself and would be like placing it even lower than perception

which is more than often, a guarantee of its own truth. ”

Such an attempt at testing the revelations of religious experience is
to make an over all concession to intellect and to dabble with the earlicr
lecture on "Knowledge and religious experience” wherein it has becn
maintained that "the heart is a kind of inner intuition or insight which, in the
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constitute a very adventurous title. These are as follows: (i) Philosophical
test, (i) Revelation and lastly (iii) Religious experience, when put together,
read as "The Philosophical test of the revelations of Religious Experience’,
which is the title of Ighal’s second lecture. .

Heginning with the last one viz. "Religious experience”, we hope to
arrive at a critical analysis of the first viz. Philosophical test.

Taking religious experience; At first sight it appears to be a very
happy augury for the proper investigations of the total possibilitics of
religious life that the existence of something like religious experrence has
been conceded inspite of subtle reverses visewhere in the course of other
lectures. "These experiences,” as Igbal emphatically points out "are perfectly
natural like our normal experience’’.

The facts of religious experience, according to Iqbal, are facts among
other facts of human experience and in the capacity of yielding knowledge by
interpretation one fact is as good as another?®, Intuition ghus is accepted
inspite of some mysterious apprehensions which are never subdued and are
throughout imperceptibly present in all his writings on the nature and scope
of intuition. Y

With a view to lift the mist that stumbles clear thinking throughout

the discussion on the test of the revelation of religious experience, the two
yuestions that vertake us at the very outset are: whose religious experience
is which is put on a philosophical test, and secondly it is by whom that the test
is applied. It is obvious that at'the stage of faith which is the initial stage of
religious life there is never felt a need to verify its being valid or otherwise.
This period in the religious life of man corresponds to the period of trust of a
teacher or preacher by a student or a disciple who is anxious to be intiated
into a peculiar domain of knowledge through the help of a guide and an
expert. There is, therefore, nothing wrong on the part of a disciple n taking
things on trust during the intial period of religious life with a view to be
eventually initiated into the wholeness of religious life as is revealed later on
to the crstwhile probationer. -

i For an answer to the first question we can largely lean over Igbal's,
following statement:
"Ruligious experience, I have tried to maintain, is essentially a state

]
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If religious life is divisible into three stages of faith, thought and
diaw. and if in the first period religious life is a form of discipline which
the individual or a whole people must accept as an unconditional command
without any rational understanding of the ultimate meaning and purpose of
that command and if in the third period metaphysics is displaced by
psychology and religious life develops the ambition to come injo direct
contact with the Ultimatg Reality, the philosophical test of the revelations of
religious experience, in the light of his own elaboration of the three stages, is
to be treated as relevant to only the second period of religious life wherein
"perfect submission to discipline is followed by a rational understanding of
that disaipline and the ultimate source of its authority."® In this period, as
Igbal points out "religious life seeks its foundation in a kind of-metaphysics -
a logically consistent view of the world with God as a part of that view'™
This means, when analysed to its last consequences, that athcism is
challenged and a religious view of reality is established with "God as a part of
that vinw'm. It may, however, be asked whether or not the title is an
ingenious attempt to bring together the two incomputable viz. the
philosophical tet on the one hand and religious experience on the other.
Even supposing for arguments sake that a philosophical test of the
revelations of religious experience is possible, it is yet to be seen whether that

phitosophical test is possible only of one third of the total religious life wiz.

the stage of faith or of the total possibilities of religious life as best
manifested in what Igbal calls the stages of faith, thought and discovery. At
least in the stage of discovery it is quite obvious that no such test is possible
and all such attempts at testing and judging philosophically, instead of being a
support to religious life, are an illegitimate distortion of the true religious life
as is actually lived and empirically apprehended. It was some such
recognition of the religious cituation which made Igbal to confess thal
"philosophy has no doubt jurisdiction to judge religion but what is to be
judged is of such a nature that it will not allow itself to be judged except on
< own terms.2. As Iqbal himself distrustfully asks, “Is it then possible to
apply the purely rational method of philosophy to Religion?'20.

Before we proceed with the test of the tests themselves the full
implications of the title of the lecture on "The philosophical test of the

_ revelations of religious experience’, however, have to be explained and
- understood in @ proper way. There are three concepts which are, inspize of

their deceptive and [ragile ends stiched together in one whole so as lo
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i .
nature of religion as holding out the prospect of a direct vision of reality he
critically asks, "Is it then possible to apply the purely rational method of 4
philosophy to religion™ and then concluded that, "philosophy, no doubt, has &
jurisdiction to judge rﬂ!ig;inn."” He is, however, conscious to add at once” in
the sanft sequence, "but what is to be judged is of such a nature that twill » <
not submit to the jurisdiction of philosophy except on its own terms."18

This statement when read with his last lecture on: Is Religion
PPossible™19 makes it for us all the more deserving of proper attention and
deeper analysis. Therein it is said, £

‘Broadly speaking, religious life may be divided into three periods.
These may be described as the periods of *faith’, 'thought, and
‘discovery’. In the first period life appears as a form of discipline
which the individual or a whole people must accept as an
unconditional command without any rational understanding of the
ultimate meaning and purpose of that command ... Perfect
submission to discipline is followed by a rationdl ugderstanding of
the discipline, and the ultimate source of its authority. In this period *
religious life seeks its foundation in a kind of metaphysies -- a
logically consistent view of the world with God as a part of that view.
in the third period metaphysics is displaced by psychology and
religious life develops the ambition (o come into direct :ﬂmaﬂflwith
‘the Ultimate Reality. It is here that religion becomes a matler of
personal assimilation of life and power, and the individual achieves a
free personality, not by releasing himself from the fetters of the law,
but by discovering the ultimate source of the law within the depths of
his own consciousness."2"

Now as the question of "the philosophical test of the revelations of
religious experience’2! as raised by Igbal is judged in the light of his own
above statements at the end of the same book, it is to be concluded that
cither the last lecture is only by way of an appendix not organically related to
the rest of the book and was not seriously meant to be included in his series
of lactures?? or that the author did not care to perceive that the last lecture,
in some of its far reaching possibilities is serving the purpose of a dynamite Lo

* his earlier lecture on the philosophical test of the revelations of religibus
experience whereby some of the conclusions arrived at in the preceding
lecture are also inadvertently disturbed.

R R — s i
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I call the intellectual test and the pragmatic test, By the intellectual
test 1 mean critical interpretation without any presuppositions of
. human experience, gencrally with a view to discover whether ous
interpretation leads ultimately to a reality of the same character as is
revealed by religious experience. The pragmatic test judges it by its
fruits. The former is applied by the philosopher. The latter by (he
Prophet."® |

- "

Now if religious experience is a "state of feeling with a cognitive
ﬂsp-ﬁtl?""hhﬁnuﬁly as lgbal himsclf does affirm, its content "cannot be
communicated to others™®. Having first accepted the generally accepted
quality of religious experience as both a state of feeling and by nature being
“incommunicable™, Igbal in a hazardous single stroke of pen revokes hmiu
his own statements by bringing in a disjunctive clause - "except in the form of
a judgement”!?. Perhaps not fully aware of the triangular incongruitics of his
own statement that religious experience is a state of feeling the content of
which cannot be communicated to others except in the form of a judgement,
he goes on, therealter, to sit on judgement over that very religious experience
which he had erstwhile taken as: (a) a state of feeling, (b) the content of
which cannot be communicated to others!l, (¢) "except in the form of a

_judgement” - which clause when read with (b), ie., "the content of which
cannol be communicated to others,"!2 would, on proper analysis, mean that
religious experience is communicable and not communicable at the same
time; communicable to others “in the form of a judgﬂmem”” and
incommunicable in its essence. An earnest reader when he analyses the
sentence is bound to ask for himself firstly that if religious experience is
"essentially a state of feeling™® even "though it be with a cognitive aspect as
Igbal is led to accept it, how can it be treated as communicable at all to
others, Secondly, even supposing for arguments sake, that it be made
communicable it may properly be asked whether it is truly communicable and
further, is the state of feeling so communicated the same as the feeling
content as it is in itself and can the state of feeling be even put in the form of
a judgement that is passed on a state of fecling which is put in the form ol a
judgement, has a bearing on the judgement and not on the feeling, content
itselfl why should not it be treated as missign in a double fold way "the state of

" fecling’ itsclf? Igbal was perhaps apprehensive of some of the abwve
‘objections against his own attempt to treat religion as a perfectly normal
expericnee and as such subject to "a test which would reveal its walidity’, ! for
even in the very first page of his first lecture having dr.-!jm:d the essential
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i) A continuous line of messcngers has brought the spiritual message to

mankind and as such (here is as much a spiritual brotherhoogd of the
prophets as there is of the people to whom the messages have been
addressed. g

E
L

i) The™ message of different prophets, though clothed in different
languages (and the relation of a particular language with its own
specific limitations of environment, culture and traditions 15 1o be
cxamined in its true perspective) is, on the whole, yet expressive of the
same (otality of thought and feeling which promotes the essehyial spirit
ol all spirituality in different people, countrics and regions. In this
context, language has played a quizzical role of concealing rather than
expressing that which was to be revealed and made aceessible g those
who belonged to that social milieu for which the language itsell did
emerge. A language is the result of a long process of the socialization
of certain feclings, thoughts and aspirations of a particular people
having a uniform pattern of urges, opportunities and limitations, It is =
thus very meaningful for the prophet to understand for himself how
far the real essence of his experience has been conveyed through his
revelation and quite reasonable also for his followers, with a view to
become familiar with it, to understand that revelation through an

clfort at intellectual satisfaction.

This much with regard to the religious experience and its revelation.
Now coming o its test. In this connection, Igbal says that:

"Religious experience, 1 have tried Lo mainlain, is essentially a state
of fecling with a cognitive aspect, the content of which cannot be .
communicaled to others except in the form of a judgement, Now
when a judgement which claims to be the interpretation of a certain
region of human experience, not accessible to me, is placed before
me lor my assent, I am entitled to ask what is the guarantec of its
Jruth? Are we in possession of a test which would reveal its validity?
Il personal expericnce had been the ground for acceptance of a
«  Judgement of this kind, religion would have been the possession of a
- few individuals only. Happily we are in possession of tests which do
not dilfer from those applicable to other forms of knowledge. These




 TESTING IQBAL'S PHILOSOPHICAL TEST OF THE
REVELATIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE"

A s the very title of lecture suggests religious experience is png thing, its

revelation is something else and the philosophical test of that
revelation is quite distinet from both. However, Igbal, having established in
the previous chapter, in his own way, the character of knowledge and
religious - experience, does not, now, in any way, feel the necessity of
establishing religious experience in an appropriate relation with its revelation,
Having missed this question and having thus failed to elaborate a proper
answer to the same, he narrowly escapes a universality of vision and a
catholicity of approach which is but implicity and necessarily involved in any
answer to this problem of the relation of religious experience with its
revelation.

Religicus experience, even supposing tentatively, for arguments
* sake, o be distinct from mystic intuition, as Igbal treats it L is yet common to
allthe countries-and communities of the world. The Quran is amphahmllv
explicit on it. [t 3ay>'that "to every nation there has been a messenger "2 or
* that "we have sent a gun:lﬂ to every folk™. Or again, "There is not a nation,
but a warner hath passed among them". From this follows a mandatory
essential unity of all religions which is accepted and in different ways
recommended by all the religions of the world, the essential spirit being the
same throughout which is pointed out to be that God is the integral of the
‘whole cosmos. The Quran, as accentuating this principle says, "And we have
sent no messenger before Mohammed (peace be upon him) but we inspired
him (saying): There is no God save Me (Allah), so worship Me.”

From the above cardinal statements of the Quran quoted above
three things bear out to be self-evident:

i)  The essential spirituality as advocated by Quran is not and has never
been the sole monopoly of a particular sect or community or country.
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